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Editor ð Dale  Gottdank  

Torrey Pines Gulls Radio Control Soaring Society  (TPG) 

AMA Charter Club 129  
Website: www.torreypinesgulls.org  

 

 

Message from the President  
 

 

Dan Cummins  

TPGulls had two cleanup events in Octoberé.they managed 

to get the giant tumbleweeds hacked down, and the field is 

back to a manageable state. Without club members helping 

out with field maintenance, we wouldnõt have our great 

thermal field at Poway!  

 

Next upé.November is election season for the Torrey Pines 

Gulls! In December, both Ian Cummings and I will be stepping 

down from our board positions. This will leave the board 

without a president, vice president, and secretary. If you have 

ever considered serving on the TPGulls board of directors, 

now is the time! You can nominate yourself or a friend to be 

on the Board. Board positions are available to all TPG 

members, and offer a break on dues for the time spent 

helping out the cl ub. Nominations should be emailed to 

TPGulls@gmail.com . Elections will be held at the annual 

Awards Holiday dinner (December 5 th, Philõs BBQ Event 

Center, 6 pm). I encourage everyone to consider 

participating on the TPG bo ard. We can always use some 

new ideas to keep the club on track, and planning for future 

sustainment.  

 
 

We made it to November!  

 

Club activities seem to be quieting down 

as the days are getting shorter and we 

prepare for the Holidays. Speaking of 

preparing for winteré..I wanted to give a 

shout out to some dedicated club 

members that helped with some long 

overdue maintenance at the P oway field. 

Don  Lockhead  and  a  band of  helpful  

 

 Dan Cummins  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
TPGulls@gmail.com
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Message from the President  (continued)  

 
If you have ever thought you might be interested in serving on the TPG board, our next 

board meeting is on Wednesday November 8th at the Del Mar Dennyõs at 6 pmé..stop by 

and check out how we make the TPG bacon!  

 

Speaking of BBQ, the TPG board  has been busy planning for our Holiday Awards Dinner at 

Phil's BBQ next to the Sports Arena on Tuesday, the 5 th of December from 6 to 8 pm. Cost will 

be $10 per person, and include chicken, ribs, cornbread, two sides, tea, and lemonade. It is 

always a fun  night with friends and great food.  

 

Till next month, fly more, host a flying event, and think about joining the TPGulls boardé..we 

always need some new ideas!  

 

Be sure to check the TPGulls website calendar for upcoming events!  

 

Cheers!  

 

Dan Cummins  

Torrey Pines Gulls 

2017 President  

 
Pres. Dan and Bailey at the Vintage Fun Fly  
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Howdy there Gulls!  

 

I am happy to announce that this yearõs  

TPG Holiday Party will be held on Tuesday December 5 th 

at the Phil's BBQ Event Center on Sports Arena Blvd.    

Cost will be $10 per person for members and guest s, 

pa yable at the door.  Come hungry!  There will be plenty 

of food!  

 

Doors open at 5:45  pm , and the chow line opens at 6 pm.   

We will kick off the 2016  awards  sometime after 7 pm.  

 

Please rsvp by November 28 th to TPGulls@gmail.com  or 

text me at 619 - 743 - 0602 , so we can give our host a head 

count.  

 

Hope to see you there!  

 

Dan Cummins  

Torrey Pines Gulls  

2017  President  

 

 

 

file://///HE4GOTT-THINK/Gullwings%20Editor%20Files/2016%20Newsletter%20Files%20-%20Dale%20Gottdank/11%20November/TPGulls@gmail.com%20
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Please contribute to our  
 

Send p ictures , or maybe even  an article !  It could be just a paragraph 

with some photos from a great soaring day  éeven something interesting 

youõve seen on the internet. Iõd like to have the newsletter published by 

the  first week of every month . If thereõs a project youõre working on, donõt 

just post it on RCGroupséshare it with your club!  

 

This month, we have a very informative article from Eric Metzdorff 

documenting flying buddy Neil Cameronõs vintage Sagitta 900 build and a 

write -up of the TPG volunteersõ presentation to middle school students at 

the Gliderport. Weõll also be continuing our series by Gary Fogel on the 

clubõs history, with one of the 1976 Co -Modeler s of the Year, Frank Cox.  
 

Please send in your articles or photos  (dgottdank@gmail.com ) by the  25th 

of each month so they can be included in the mon thly newsletter . If there 

are too many, weõll save them for the next issue. The newsletter can be 

found on the Torrey Pines Gulls website at http://www.torreypinesgulls.org . 
 

 

Newsletter This Month - Dale Gottdank  

 
Dale Go ttdank  

 

 

The Torrey Pines Gulls hosts monthly contests, fun -fly events, LSF (League 

of Silent Flight)) Soaring Accomplishment Program and onsite clinics. 

General meetings have morphed into competitive and non -competitive 

events throughout the year.  Be on the lookout for upcoming details and 

scheduling for all TPG an d re lated events in the Newsletter and on the 

Torrey Pines Gulls website at:  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org   and 

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calend ar/  
 

Club Meetings, Contests and Activities  
 

     
  

mailto:dgottdank@gmail.com
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/
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Only another couple of months before we begin the annual cycle 

again and éwe have 108 members.    

 

Several new faces joined us this year and are enjoying our many 

resources.   I've seen lots of new planes being built and some really 

good talents flying them.   I've also seen several guys filling leadership 

roles with the club.    

 

This group is growing in a very healthy way , spreading knowledge all 

over the place.   Let's get all warmed up for an exceptional year in 2018, 

but only after we cap a very positive year in 2017.   Thanks for the 

wonderful turnout this year.  

 

Fly well and fly safely,  

 

Bill Eckles 

Membership Chairman  
 
 

 
      Bill Eckles 

Club Membership Update ð Bill Eckles  

wo

 
NAN Shadow at Torrey (Greg Houck)  



 
 

 

PAGE  6 GULL WINGS NEWSLETTER ð NOVEMBER 2017 

 

 
  

Club Membership Update  (continued)  

Every year we need a good strong membership to continue to provide the services we 

offer:  

 

V Access to three Flying Fields in La Jolla, Encinitas and Poway.  

V Quarterly (or thereabouts) fun -fly clinic events to be held at our thermal soaring fields 

and at Torrey Pines Gliderport, where members will have ample opportunities to take 

advantage of our trio of exc ellent flying sites. Be on the lookout for upcoming details 

and scheduling.  

V A group of guys who can answer just about any question you might ask, and do it 

with a smile.  

V Contests that bring out world class competitors from around the globe.  

V Competition and  help for you , regardless of your skill level.  

V A holiday party that's the envy of most gourmands in Southern California.  

V A website for current and past information www.torreypinesgulls@org   

V An  interesting  m onthly newsletter with current information to help keep members 

informed  

V We are an AMA Cha rted Club #129, with benefits such as field Insurance , etc.  

 

Dues are as follows:  

For the membership (calendar) year, for submissions during:  

V January through June  $60 

V July through September  $30 

V October through December  $60  (gives you a jump on next year)  

V Full-time college students  $30 per year  

V Juniors under 18 years  $15 per year  

V Receive a credit  of up to $20, ten for each of up to two half -day work sessions  

helping th e club.  

 

If you havenõt re-upped yet, or would like to join the club for the first time, go to 

www.torreypinesgulls.org  and click on the tab òMembership.ó We'll make it as simple as 

possible to continue your membership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  TPG membership information will not be shared or sold and will only be used to 

contact members for purposes of TPG business.  

 

 

http://www.torreypinesgulls@org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
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Join the Yahoo Forum!  
From Lenny Brzezinski:  

The Yahoo forum was formed Oct. 18 th, 1999. There are over 200 members in 

the Yahoo Group.  This group has man y things to offer for the club.  It is a way of 

communicating with each other. If you have any concerns you can post them 

here including other questions about almost anything having to do with flying, 

building, finding another pers on, and so on.   

 

If you are new to the club, the website will give you a lot of information about 

the club. On the website there is a link that you can use to join the g roup.  This 

group is moderated.  Please use this group for flying related items.  You ca n post 

on the Yahoo group files, photos,  polls, members, and calendar. All of these 

section s are available to any member. I hope that your experience with this 

group will be great. On the TPG website, www.torre ypinesgulls.org , you can 

follow the YAHOO FORUM link in the drop -down menu that appears when you 

scroll over TORREY PINES GULLS next to LOCATIONS, CALENDAR, MEMBERSHIP. 

 

 

Check out the TPG Facebook Page  
From John Blaske:  

If you havenõt had a chance yet, check out our TPG Fac ebook page by clicking the links  below:  
 

http://www.facebook.com/TorreyPinesGulls  

 
RECENTLY POSTED:  

What do YOU think?  
 

You can express your opinion at:   www.torreypinesgulls.org . 

 

We have a QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS link in the drop -down menu that appears when you 

scroll over TORREY PINES GULLS next to LOCATIONS, CALENDAR, MEMBERSHIPéIf you have any 

questions, concerns, suggestions, etc. for the board, hereõs your chance. 

 

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TorreyPinesGulls
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=torrey%20pines%20gulls
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=torrey pines gulls
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
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Club Flying Site Panoramas  ð Ian Cummings  

Here are Veep Ian Cummingsõ immersive panoramas of our world class flying sites; the  world 

famous Torrey Pines Gliderport  and the  Poway Flight Center, where each year the club sponsors 

the IHLGF (International Hand Launch Glider Festival). Clicking on the pictures takes you to the 

Torrey Pines Gliderport during a recent TPG fun -fly event and the Poway Flight Center during this 

yearõs IHLGF. Enjoy! Stay tuned for Ianõs panorama of the Encinitas Flight Center. 

 

Click on this photo to visit the TPG Poway Flight Center.  

 

Click on t his photo to visit the Torrey Pines Gliderport.  

 

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/IHLGF-2017/IHLG.htm
http://torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/panorama/DSC05572_LowRes Panorama.htm
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News from the Slope ð Ray Pili, Slope Coordinator  

 
Ray Pili 

Happy Halloween!!!  I hope you all did your best Jimmy Kimmel Halloween 

Candy Prank on your kids.   

September 30 th was our Bring Y ou r Vintage Sailplane and Swap Meet Fun Fly 

at Torrey.   

Light winds , but consistent, enough air for everyone to be flying.  Mikeõs 

Jester was very impressive in this light air.  Mike was ripping up the bluff doing 

all the  Pitcheron moves and then some!  

My me mory fails me quite a bit but I recall Scott, Jester Mike, Ian, Dan , 

Bailey, Justin and Emma, Ward, Mike, Mark B, new RC Pilot Randy and his 

boss Brittany enjoyed the afternoon.  Iõm sure Iõm missing a few more names.  

I need to remember to take more photos . 

 

 
Jester Mike with a few planes for sale  
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News from the Slope  (continued)  
 

 
This is what a KA8 looks like after hitting Black õs Beach.  

 
 

 

Mike had kits too.  

Contact him if you 

see something that 

you need for 

Christmas.  
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News from the Slope  (continued)  
 

 

One of the fun tasks for the Slope Coordina tor is meeting so many RC Pilots checking Torrey 

off their bucket list.  This month we had these smiling Slopers rated.    

 

  

Mark B. with his rebuilt 

and remaidened 

Spirit that he's had for 

a dozen years.  Mark 

now lives in SD 

County and is getting 

back into sloping 

after a hiatus .  

Scratch built fuse, 

recovered flyin g 

surfaces and every 

effective s poilers.  

 

Jarred and his Mom 

were visiting from 

Arizona.  Jarred is 

going to school for his 

PP with ATP as a goal.  

His mini Radian was a 

perfect traveling 

plane.   
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Blue Skies, 
 

Ray 
 

One final reminder: Make sure to sign in at the Gliderport Shack every time 

you fly.  The Gliderport Staff is monitoring.  Of course , if the shack is closed 

you wonõt have access to the sign in book , so you donõt have to sign in.   

 

News from the Slope  (continued)  
 

 

 

Wayne from 

New York 

(ToughJets.com

) was out for 

Business and 

brought a 

Weasel.  The lift 

was very light 

but he had a 

couple days of 

sloping before 

heading back 

home.  Back in 

the day Wayne 

was stationed 

at George  AFB. 
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TD Coordinator ð Cliff Hunter  
 

For thermal duration contest dates, check the calendar on the Torrey 

Pines Gulls website:  http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/  

 

 

For information, contacts, rules, etc. for past and upcoming Th ermal 

Duration c ontests, check the following link on the Torrey Pines Gulls 

web site: http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/event/thermal -duration -

contest -November/ , or conta ct Cliff Hunter  at cfhunter@att.net  

 

 

Additional information may be shown in the  F3X Vault site 

(http://www.f3xvault.com ) as TPG coordinates with the V ault for 

contest sign -ups, tasks, results, etc.   

 

 

Club Competition Activity  

 
Cliff Hunter  

 
Tim Traver 

 

 

F3K Coordinator ð Tim Traver 
 

For DLG contest dates, check the calendar on the Torrey Pines Gulls 

website:  http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/  

 

 

For information, contacts, rules, etc. for past and upcoming Hand 

Launch/DLG c ontests, check the following link on the Torrey Pines Gulls 

website:  http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/discus -launch -glider -series/  

or contact Tim Traver at TimTraver@gmail.com  

 

 

Additional  information may be shown i n the  F3X Vault site 

(http://www.f3xvault.com ) as TPG coordinates with the V ault for 

contest sign-ups, tasks, results, etc. and in this RCGroups thread:  

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?2820127 -2017-
Torrey-Pines-Gulls-DLG-Contest -and -Clinic -Series 

Thermal Duration              

Hand Launch              

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/event/thermal-duration-contest-November/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/event/thermal-duration-contest-November/
mailto:cfhunter@att.net
http://www.f3xvault.com/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/discus-launch-glider-series/
mailto:TimTraver@gmail.com
http://www.f3xvault.com/
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?2820127-2017-Torrey-Pines-Gulls-DLG-Contest-and-Clinic-Series
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?2820127-2017-Torrey-Pines-Gulls-DLG-Contest-and-Clinic-Series
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LSF Report ð Ray Pili 

 
League of Silent Flight 

 

Blue Skies, 
 

Ray 
 

 

 

 

No new news on the LSF front in October.   

As a reminder, a few of us are trying for LSF III and need a 1 km Goal and Return.   Shoot 

me an email at tpgslope@gmail.com  if youõre interested in a Goal and Return desert run.   

The next Poway LSF day is Dec 9 th.   

The 2018 Calendar is in the works.  

 

 
Goal and Return desert run?  

file:///C:/Users/he4gott/Desktop/Dale%20Temp/tpgslope@gmail.com
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Neilõs Sagitta 900 Build ð Eric Metzdorff  

Goi ng back to the Katie Martin International  Tribute, this gentleman shows up with , of all 

things, a real live Ricochet! Being a nostalgic purveyor myself , it demanded that I should 

meet and talk to the guy who brought such a classic plane. His name is Neil Cameron and 

more typically found at Daveõs Beach but showed up at Torrey for the KMT. Neil has an 

extensive collection of nostalgic planes , as anyone who  has been in the sport for a long time 

would. We compared Sitars and other  craft. He shows me this custom 18 foot span O lympic 

set up for cross country with  an interesting story behind it. As an aside, he is interested in 

selling it to someone who would re -cover it and fly it. Can you figure out how many rolls of 

Monokote it would take to cover that beast? But I digress; Neil can be seen in the video Ray  

Pili (Rockbus) took at the K.M.T.  

 

So Neil tells me he has this Sagitta 900 that was never finished,  and again there is a story 

behind it. Neil said he got to test fly a 900 at Torrey Pines back in the ô80õs. A plane that was 

given to Mike Lee to build and fly by Airtronics as a review. It was subsequently taken out in 

a midair collision. Since then he a lways had it in mind to get another 900 to add to his 

museum/collection.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=k4Y8NYZYLx0
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Neilõs Sagitta 900 Build ð Eric Metzdorff (continued)  

 

As Neil related, òNow I never met Bob 

Davis, but may be someone out there 

who ends up reading this article has. 

Apparently, this little caption was put 

together by Bobõs son after his passing 

and was sold with the plane. Generally I 

donõt like to take incomplete planes 

because there are always surprises when 

you get into the project. I will say Bobõs 

build was top notch. Even though 

Airtronics made top quality kit s with 

machined ribs and AAA quality balsa, 

the kit as put together was well done.  

 

Now for the surprises!  

 

All the main components were 

preassembled but not in a condition to 

be joined to the fuselage.  The wings 

were built , but missing the incident wire 

holes and the holes for spoiler cord. The 

wings were never assembled to the fuse 

so the root rib and the fuse did not have 

a good match.  

 

Aligning finished 

wings with a 

combined span of 

99 inches to drill out 

incidence wires is 

no easy task. 

Fortunately I have 

built this plane 

before and have 

the necessary drill 

bit for the job . See 

that new balsa 

sheeting in the 

center section?  
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Neilõs Sagitta 900 Build ð Eric Metzdorff  

 

The original design for the 

spoilers was changed by 

Bob to incorporate two 

sliding blades ; one up and 

one down for speed 

brakes in lieu of balsa 

training edge stock on a 

pu ll cord. The o nly 

problem was t hat t he 

second set was missing all 

the innards. So , before 

moving forward with the 

fit up of wings and stab , I 

had to return the wing 

spoiler system back to th e 

original design.  

 

New ribs glued in, new 

diagonal braces, new 

spoiler cord tubing, 

and new center 

sheeting. Despite the 

age of the balsa use d;  

it was dryer than usual 

but not s o much as to 

disintegrate. 

Nonethe less, glue 

joints had to be 

reinforced with zap as 

the wood would 

splinter next to the 

glue joints. I used 

Titebond for all 

fractured joints as the 

moisture in the glue 

would be beneficial 

for the balsa to 

absorb.  
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Neilõs Sagitta 900 Build ð Eric Metzdorff (continued)  

 

Spruce T.E. strips were sanded very thin 

and tips were splintered and broke n. 

New spruce T.E. cap  was  scarfed in to  

repair.  

 

 

Never before installed incident tubes 

allowed the wings to finally be installed 

to the fuselage and allow ed  me to 

move on to install the stabilator.  

 

Bob had apparently read some blogs 

on the deficiency in the design of the 

Sagitta , because there wa s sheeting 

glued on each side of the stab in an 

effort to thicken the airfoil. As I recall 

that is something widely recommended 

on the XC version but I  do not recall 

that as advice for the 900.  Either way, I 

own and have flown a stock 900 and 

despite wanting more rudder, I donõt 

recall the elevator control being an 

issue. This plane is to be a faithful 

recreation of an original so the added 

sheeting had to go.  
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Neilõs Sagitta 900 Build ð Eric Metzdorff (continued ) 

 

 

After stri pping the sheeting, 

not much remained but 

cutting the appropriate  wire at 

the right lengths and replacing 

the missing set screws from the 

collars imbedded in the stab 

and gluing in the bearing tube 

for the rear wire.  

 

ôTeeõ is nice and level. Time to 

put all the pieces together 

and get a nice look at the 

ôbonesõ of this plane. 

The great lines of the Sagitta . Gorgeous, even without the covering. Hard to believe this 

project could have been this close to completion all these years and this is the first time all 

the individual pieces have come together as a completed  airfram eó. 
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Neilõs Sagitta 900 Build ð Eric Metzdorff (continued)  

For finishing, Neil wanted to copy the original scheme used in the photograph on the box. I 

thought it was insignia blue, cub yellow, and white. Neil swears the blue was not so dark b ut 

did not seem satisfied with r oyal or sky blu es either. Decision was to use Metallic Blue with 

Cub Yellow accent on White base. The fuselage had to be fiber  glassed for  durability; on e 

layer of 2oz all over and two layers of 3/4oz biased on top.  

 

 

 
 

 

White applied (left) . Blue over 

white ( bottom left). Finish with 

yellow stripe (below ) 
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Neilõs Sagitta 900 Build ð Eric Metzdorff (continued)  

òThe plane, as r eceived, had the rudder counter balance removed from the rudder and was 

glued to the top of the fin. Earlier , I cut the counter balance from t he fuse and reaffixed it to 

the r udder. Yaw control will need every bit of r udder I can give it . The rudder also had the 

hinge slots cut , so I was limited in what I could do about the locations which we altered 

based on a straight un -counterbalanced modifi cation. With all this straightened out , I could 

cover the rudder and stab.ó 

 

Good time to install the radio. Ne il wanted a nostalgic FM  72 MHz crystal system for control. 

Plenty of room in these old designs with mini servos. òI used a Hitec  HS-225BB for the spoiler 

and two HS -255MGõs for rudder and stab. I added 5 oz. of lead shot in the forward  cavity for 

balance.  

 

 

Thereõs a 2 oz. weight 

immediately behind , for a 

total of 7  oz. to balance out 

the tail. I like a loose weight 

behind , for fine tuning the 

balance once at the slopes 

and test flying dictates the 

fina l CG location. Thereõs lots 

of room f or a nice large 

2000mA battery; s hould be 

able to fly all day on that.  

  

It took a good 10 hours to 

cover everything  to  match the 

scheme on the box, but the 

results are stunning. This is 

surely a model that will be 

reco gnized for what it is and 

that will stand out. Canõt wait 

for the test flight! ó 

 

Talk of a nostalgic fun fly and 

swap meet later this year is 

bei ng tossed around by Mike 

Frandsen, òThe Jester guyó 

and Ray P ili. Hope this pans 

out as it would be a fitting 

venue for this plane to make 

its début. Following are  some 

pictures of the completed 

plane.  
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Neilõs Sagitta 900 Build ð Eric Metzdorff (continued)  
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òThe Wright Stuffó ð Presentation at the Gliderport  

When Muirlands Middle School Parent/Volunteer Richard Hou reached out to the Torrey 

Pines Gulls, Ward Hagaman, Jim Birkett, and Ian Cummings stepped up to the plate to 

make a presentation on soaring at the Torrey Pines Gliderport.  The team of students are 

participating in the AMA supported Science Olympiad òWright Stuffó competition, an 

indoor rubber band powered free flight competition designed to promote science and 

engineering at an early age.  As  it turns out, Ward has worked with his son on the same 

competition in years past, and was a bevy of knowledge and helpful information. Ward is 

also currently coaching a similar team of students at University City  High School, and has 

offered to be a point  of contact as the students navigate the challenges of building a 

competitive lightweight glider.  

 

 
(Ian Cummings photo)  
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(Ian Cummings photo)  

 
(Ian Cummings photo)  

òThe Wright Stuffó ð Presentation at the Gliderport (continued)  
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After the presentation, 

the group of about 25 

students and parents 

were treated to an 

aerial demonstration of 

RC soaring by Jim 

Birkett, flying his 

Olympic II balsa glider, 

and Ian Cummings 

flying his Validol DLG. 

There was even a 

òguest appearanceó by 

a local hawk circling 

around with Jimõs 

glider.   Winds were 

extremely light, but 

came up briefly in time 

to allow a few of the 

students (and one 

mom) to fly Ianõs Ka8 on 

a buddy box.  Lots of 

smiles all the way 

around.   

 

òThe Wright Stuffó ð Presentation at the Gliderport (continued)  

 

 
(Ian Cummings photo)  
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     (Ian Cummings photo)  

òThe Wright Stuffó ð Presentation at the Gliderport (continued)  
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TPG History:  The Trophy ð Gary Fogel  
 

 

 

 

  

  

This Month: Frank Cox, 1976  Co -Modeler of the Year  
 

Frank Cox was an outstanding member of the Gulls. Born and raised in San  Diego, he was a 

graduate of San Diego High School. Not only was he born and raised in San Diego but his father 

was none other than òFrank the Train Manó who operated a famous model train store in 

Hillcrest. With that upbringing one would think that a son would be interested in model trains. 

But not so, the son became interested in free flight models instead. A gentleman down the 

street from their house was the owner of Hillcrest Hobbies. Growing up in the 1940s and 1950s, 

Frank Jr. would save his paper rou te money to purchase free flight kits from the hobby store. 

While at San Diego High he also bought a camera and became hooked in the world of 

photography.  

After high school Frank enlisted and 

worked for a time at Whiteman AFB. 

After leaving the A ir Force, he pursued a 

degree in engineering, eventually 

becoming a computer programmer in 

Florida.  While computer programming 

paid the bills, on the weekends he 

would display his photography at local 

arts and crafts shows. The artists were 

largely unorga nized, and Frank began 

maintaining a computer database of art 

shows and selling the lists. This led to the 

opportunity to organize his own 

increasingly large art shows, with the first 

being in 1972. Given the family location 

in San Diego, he spent the wint ers 

arranging events in Florida and the 

summers arranging events in San Diego.  
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TPG History:  The Trophy (continued)  

 

One fateful day in 1975 or 1976 , Frank somehow found his way to the 

Torrey Pines Gliderport. He was amazed! Here were òfree flightó models, 

but they were under complete control and with no gas motors! He was 

hooked instantly. His first kit was a Markõs Models Wanderer. Many TPG 

members took their time to help teach and encourage Frank, and he 

was very grateful for the support. In return, Frank took many pictures of 

people and activities at Torrey and at the Hourglass thermal field and 

shared them with the membership via the newsletter. H e captured a lot 

of great club moments on film. Frank graduated to a Markõs Models 

Windfree and then fell in love with the Hobie Hawk. When I say òfell in 

loveó I mean that Frank and Hobies were never separated again. He 

REALLY loved the Hobie.  

 

It took h im a while to get interested in thermal soaring at Hourglass but 

the Hobie filled both roles quite well. In the morning he would thermal at 

Hourglass, and then when the winds came up heõd drive to Torrey for the 

rest of the afternoon (this was a common str ategy for many in the club). 

At the time, most thermal contestants covered their planes with a dark 

underside on the wings for improved visibility. However, eventually 

someone would invariably mistake someone elseõs plane for theirs in the 

sky ð leading to  a catastrophe. To avoid that confusion, Frank covered his 

Hobies in a unique transparent rainbow pattern. In addition the Hobieõ 

elliptical wing made it difficult to monokote with one sheet and Frank 

figured that by dividing the curve into squares of diff erent colors it would 

make it easier to cover. Lastly, Frank observed that depending on the 

angle of the sun, the clouds, etc. that one or another color of the 

rainbow would òpopó and be more observable than the rest and he if 

had all colors on the wing, h eõd cover his bases! 

 
Frank Cox standing next to his rainbow colored Hobie 

Hawk. Frank was a regular every weekend at Torrey in the 

1970s. How many rainbow Hobies did he have over the 

course of his RC soaring career? That remains a mystery - 

but it was a large number.  

Frank made flying fun for everyone around him. At Torrey, one day he wondered what it would be like to fly with a paper 

streame r behind the Hobie, simply to show the path of the plane for aerobatics. It turned out to be too good of an idea. 

Upon seeing the streamer, other pilots wondered if they could cut the streamer off the tail of the Hobie.  
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Thus, òHobie Combató was born. Hobie C ombat became 

a fun but  expensive adventure, as multiple times people 

ended up mid -airing with the Hobie instead of the 

streamer. But eventually òrulesó were generated where 

whomever caught the streamer from the Hobie would 

then become the next target, unless they could safely 

land with the streamer on the top of the cliff.  Super 

Cheetahs were really good for this mission as their hard 

Duralene fuselage would take considerable abuse. A bit 

more so than a Hobie.  See photo at left and next page for 

Hobie Combat photos.  

 

Eventually Frankõs gem and craft shows grew and grew. 

While wintering in Florida, he flew RC with members of a 

soaring club near Cocoa Beach and also flew with the 

Orlando Buzzards. But unfortunately, he also developed a 

skin condition and upon doctorõs advice had to refrain 

from activities in the sun. Itõs hard to live in Florida or San 

Diego and avoid activities in the sun, but by the late 

1980s, Frank was forced to give up RC soaring. He still lives 

in Cocoa Beach, Florida, and still (after 45+ years!) 

operates ver y popular Frank Cox Productions gem and 

jewelry shows throughout Florida 

(http://www.frankcoxproductions.com/ ) 

 

Frank was honored with the TPG Modeler of the Year 

Trophy in 1976 for all of his efforts to help promote the club 

through photography (and perhaps in honor of the 

significant number of lost Hobie Hawks).  

 

TPG History:  The Trophy (continued)  

 

 
Photo of Hobie C ombat at T orrey Pines, showing two Hobie 

Hawks with streamers tailing behind, Frank's rainbow Hobie on 

top.  

http://www.frankcoxproductions.com/
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TPG History:  The Trophy (continued)  

 
For a time, the streamers were replaced by small air -filled balloons of 

various shapes. Popping the balloon or cutting the string with a leading 

edge would lead to a point for the victor. Crashing into the Hobie? Not so 

many points....  

 

 
A nice photo of Frank trying to evade an opponent at Torrey who is 

diving for the streamer with another antagonist with a v -tail slope ship 

en route.  



 

    
PAGE 31 GULL WWINGS NEWSLETTER ð NOVEMBER 2017 

 

 

  

Torrey Pines Gulls Apparel Store  

The Torrey Pines Gulls Apparel Store is in business. We anticipate adding  a DLG version of 

the logo soon, and weõre open for any other additions down the road . Follow this link,  

http://tpgstore.qbstore s.com  or click on the images below to access the TPG Apparel 

Store.  Choose from short and long sleeve t -shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies!  

 

 

http://tpgstore.qbstores.com/
http://tpgstore.qbstores.com/
http://tpgstore.qbstores.com
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Club Sponsors  ð Thank you!  
 

  
 

 

 

 

  

The Torrey Pines Gulls members would like to thank all the sponsors for their donations and for 

supporting the Torrey Pines Gulls Radio Control Soaring Society. Without the support of these fine 

companies, the success of many of the Club even ts would not h ave been possible.    

 

To our members, when you are thinking of buying a hobby -related item, please consider these 

outstanding companies first. Please click on v endorõs logo to go to their website for more information.  

 

 

 

(continued next page)  

 (continued next page)  

 
(continued next page)  

 

 

http://www.horizonhobby.com/
http://www.northcountyflyingmachines.com/
http://www.ubercraft.com/PAGES/UC-Home.html
http://www.soaringusa.com/
http://dream-flight.com/
http://www.hitecrcd.com/
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  Photo of the Month  Contest  
 

Each month club members may  submit photos of an activity related to soaring and the newsletter 

editor will post a to be chosen by the Board of Directors.    

A yearly winner will be selected from among the monthly winners and will receive a  prize ( their photo 

will be used as the website and newsletter masthead  AND will appear on the following yearõs club 

membership card ). Needless to say, horizontal format phot os are preferred . Email your photos (.JPG 

format preferred) to Dale Gottdank at dgottdank@gmail.com . Please provide your name, location of 

photo and photo description .  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 
     January Winner  ð Torrey rainbow (Ray Pili)  

mailto:dgottdank@gmail.com
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Photo of the Month Contest  (continued)  

 

 
    February Winner  ð Full-scale Stemme S -10 flyby at Torrey (Ian Cummings photo)  

 
   March -April Winner  ð Spencer Lisenby DSõing his Kinetic Transonic DP 130 (Phil Davy  photo ) 
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Photo of the Month Contest  (continued)  

 

 
 May Co -Winner  ð from Steve Condon: F3J in the Desert that is now in a new 

location in Sandy Valley, CA/NV. Beautiful sod farm site.  Here is a shot of the 

mass launch fr om our end of the flight line. Awesome!  Mike Smith launching 

Tom Watsonõs Maxa. Mario Scolari running  the winch. Scott and I timing. 

(Steve Condon photo)  

Editorõs note: Steve informs me that there are 12 planes in this mass launch! 


