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Editor ð Dale  Gottdank  

Torrey Pines Gulls Radio Control Soaring Society  (TPG) 

AMA Charter Club 129  
Website: www.torreypinesgulls.org  

 

Message from the President  
 

 

Dan Cummins  

In general, it will require RC pilots to register with the FAA all RC  

aircraft over .55 lbs. to meet standard remote ID requirements 

while being flown outside of an FAA -Recognized Identification 

Area (FRIA). Compliance is as follows:  

 

1. Fly at a FAA -Recognized Identification Area (FRIA). Our club 

will apply for its flying sit es to be recognized by the FAA 

through the AMA. When a flying site is included in the list of 

FRIAs, members  can fly there without needing to meet any 

additional Remote ID requirements.  

 

2. Those flying outside of an established flying site can meet 

the Remot e ID requirements by flying a standard Remote 

ID-equipped aircraft or an aircraft equipped with a 

broadcast module.  

 

 

 
Ian Cummings  

 

 

As Iõm sure youõve heard, the 

Federal Aviation Administration 

(FAA) has introduced new 

regulations affecting our sport.  The 

Academy of Model Aeronautics 

(AMA) has negotiated rigorously 

on the behalf of its members to 

temper some of the proposed 

rules. One rule that we will all be 

facing is òRemote IDó.  

 

Continued next page  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
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Happy 

Landings,  

 

Ian  

Message from  the President  (continued)  

Please keep in mind the FRIA application process does not begin until September of 2022.  

The TPG board will be in contact with the AMA at that time, but there is important work we 

all need to do.  As pilots, we must be on our best behavior to show the FAA and AMA that 

we are worthy of FRIA status.  I know everyone just wants to have fun, but please follow all 

rules at each of our flying fields.  If you  see other RC pilots violating rules, politely point it out 

to them.  If they refuse to comply, report to the TPG board. At the Gliderport, you can also 

notify the flight director and/or office staff.  Please identify yourself as a TPG member by 

wearing yo ur badge (membership card) while at Torrey. Letõs all be safe and protect our 

flying privileges.  

 

Hereõs a link to AMAõs Remote ID Summary: https://www.modelaircraft.org/amainaction  

 

 
Thomas Moller photo  

https://www.modelaircraft.org/amainaction
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New Contest FormatéF5K 
 
For those of us who enjoy competing in the monthly DLG (F3K) contests at Poway and those who 

compete in the bi -monthly F5J events, also at Poway; The Board is considering the addition of 

the F5K contest format to the monthly  DLG contests. Basically, F5K is like DLG but with limited -run 

electric motor launch. Offering another way to get your plane in the air, it can allow older pilots 

and pilots with limited mobility an opportunity to stay competitive and enjoy the camaraderie  of 

club contests. If adopted, the F5K format would be run along with the monthly DLG contests and 

be scored as a separate class within the contest; open/sportsman/F5K.  

 

From the FAI website, hereõs a more detailed description of F5K: 

What is F5K Thermal Soaring?  

  

F5K is a soaring competition class that originated from a cross between 3 different thermal 

soaring classes: F3K, F5J and F3J. The common aspect, Thermal Soaring is strengthened as much 

as possible and the unique aspects of the classes are integrated.  

 

On e of the most important aspects of all classes is Thermal Soaring: the hunt for thermals on which 

sailplanes can rise to great heights. A beautiful game between nature, technology and piloting 

skills ranging from reading the air to taking strategic decisio ns while carefully maneuvering the 

plane according to plan. The result of the flight is different every moment of the day and even 

the most experienced pilot continues be challenged to find the right spot on the field to push his 

model higher and higher up  in the sky.  

 

The main features of F5K are:  

¶ Split second launch  

¶ Penalty and bonus starting height system  

¶ Multiple Task Contest  

¶ Tasks consisting of multiple target times to fly  

¶ Start and landing area  

 

The maximum motor time is 7, 8 or 9 seconds and a nominal launch height of 60, 70 or 80 

meters is set, determined one day before the contest and depending on the wind strength. An 

altimeter is used to limit motor time and manage and measure the launch heig ht. The Altis 

Nano is currently the only accredited device for measuring flight parameters for scoring. Both 

the height and the motor time are programmed in this device. The pilot can choose to turn the 

motor off earlier and collect the bonus points at a l ower altitude. He can choose to take more 

height, but this can lead to penalty points. The nominal starting height will be announced 

before the race.  

 

All these facets ensure a beautiful, dynamic chase for thermals in a strategic game of land and 

launch. This is F5K Thermal Soaring. 
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New Contest FormatéF5K (continued)  

 

 
   Vortex F5K (source: F5K Facebook page)  

 

 
      Altis nano (AerobTec photo)  
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Please contribute to our 

 

Send pictures, or maybe even an article!   It could be just a paragraph with 

some photos from a great soaring day éeven something interesting youõve 

seen on the internet. Iõd like to have the newsletter published by the first week 

of every month . If thereõs a project youõre working on, donõt just post it on 

RCGroupséshare it with your club!  

 

February  Issue highlights include:  

ü Profile of 1999 Modeler of the Year Arthur Markiewicz by Gary Fogel  

ü New contest formatéF5K 

ü New items for sale!  

 

Please send in your articles or photos  (submit@torreypinesgulls.org ) by the  25th 

of each month so they can be included in the monthly newsletter . If there are 

too many, weõll save them for the next issue. The newsletter can be found on 

the Torrey Pines Gulls website at http://www.torreypinesgulls.org . 
 

 

Newsletter This Month  - Dale Gottdank  

 
Dale Go ttdank  

 

 

The Torrey Pines Gulls hosts monthly contests, fun -fly events, LSF (League of Silent Flight)) Soaring 

Accomplishment Program, onsite clinics and bi -monthly club meetings.  

 

This year, after a long hiatus , club  meetings  have returned. Our second meeting featured our 

own Club Historian,  Gary Fogel on the story of glider pioneer Dale Drake , who made the first 

aerotow in US history ð a flight that took place here in California . 

 

Be on the lookout for upcoming meeting details and scheduling for all TPG and re lated events 

in the Newsletter and on the Torrey Pines Gulls website at:  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org   and http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/  
 

      

Club Meetings, Contests and Activities  
 

mailto:submit@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/
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Cliff Hunter  

Club Membership Update ð Cliff Hunter   

Hello Gulls,  

 

Activity Membership Summary 2021  

The following table below is a summary of new and renewal membership 

activities based on completed registration forms received from members 

as of  April 2021.  

 

Total Members as of 4 -20-2021 116 

Outstanding  renewal members  33 

Average Club Member Age  59 

Goo gle G roup Members as of 4 -20-21 120 

New Members for 2021  24 

 

 We have four renewals or new members. Please welcome Brody Burcham, George Clarke, Ernie 

and William Harris.  

 

We welcome all of the new and renewing members to Torrey Pines Gulls Soaring Society. All 

new and renewing members will receive a membership card and key.  For the members who 

slope fly at Torrey Pines Gliderport and are Torrey Pines Gliderport rated; you will receive a 

membership card, key and lanyard. You must wear the lanyard and membership card when 

flying at the Torrey Pines Gliderport effective January 1, 2021 for safety reasons.  

 

Please contact me ( membership@torreypinesgulls.org ) if you have not received a 2021 renewal 

membership card, key and lanyard. The key gives you access to the gates at our Encinitas and 

Poway flying sites. The lanyard allows you to safely fly at Torrey Pines Gliderport. A ll flying sites 

(Torrey Pines, Encinitas and Poway) are maintained by club members.  

 

 
 Membership Processing:  

You should have received a renewal notice using the new TPG Google Group email process. If 

you have not signed up for the TPG Google Group you will be sent an individual email. Please 

use the following link when renewing your membership:  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership/  

 

We request online payment via PayPal, which allows payme nt using PayPal, debit/credit card.   

 

However, if you chose to pay by check or cash, please email me at: 

membership@torreypinesgulls.org  and I will mail you a membership application form. When 

the form  is completed, please mail your membership application and payment using the 

provided preaddressed return envelope.   

 

mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership/
mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
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  Club Membership Update  (continued)  

Annual Membership Dues are as follows:  

¶ Full Mem bers ð $60 per year  

¶ Youth Members (19 years or younger)  ð $5 per year  

¶ Student Members (full -time)  ð $30 per year  

¶ Receive a credit of up to $20 on your annual dues. $10 per each half -day working at 

any TPG  flying field  

 

New members joining in the first six  months of the year pay the full rate.  Those joining in July 

through September pay half the applicable rate.  If you are a new member joining in October 

through December you pay the full rate but your membership is considered paid through the 

end of the f ollowing year.    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  TPG membership information will not be shared or sold and will only be used to contact 

members for purposes of TPG business.  

 

 

Full Members . Full Members of the Society shall consist of those persons who are and remain 

Full members of  the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA), 5161 East Memorial Drive, Muncie 

IN 47302, have signified their interest in model aeronautics and a desire to be such a member 

of the Torrey Pines Gulls Radio Control Soaring Society, Inc. and have paid all requisit e dues.  

  

Youth Members.  Youth members of the Society shall consist of those persons who are 19 years 

or younger and remain Youth members of the AMA, have signified their interest in model 

aeronautics and a desire to be such a member of the Torrey Pines Gu lls Radio Control Soaring 

Society, Inc. and have paid all requisite dues.  

 

Student Members. Student members of the Society shall consist of those persons who have a 

current full -time student status at a college or university, have current membership (full or 

youth) in the AMA, have signified their interest in model aeronautics and a desire to be such a 

member of the Torrey Pines Gulls Radio Control Soaring Society, Inc. and have paid all requisite 

dues.  

 

 

 

 

 
 David Fierro photo  
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Your yearly membership allows TPG  to continue to provide you with : 

¶ Access to three Flying Fields in La Jolla  (Torrey Pines Gliderport) , Encinitas and Poway.  

¶ Monthly  (or t hereabouts) fun -fly events  held at the world famous Torrey Pines Gliderport, 

and events at our Poway and Encinitas Flight Centers, where members will have ample 

opportunities to take advantage of our trio of excellent flying sites. Be on the lookout for 

upcoming details and scheduling.  

¶ A group of RC soaring pilots  who can answer just about any question you might ask, and 

do it with a smile.  

¶ Contests that bring out world class competitors from ar ound the globe.  

¶ Competition and help for you , regardless of your skill level.  

¶ A yearly holiday party to gather with flying buddies, friends and family . 

¶ A website for current and past information www.torreypin esgulls.org   

¶ A monthly new sletter with updated information, contest reports and interesting articles to 

help keep members informed . 

¶ We are an AMA Cha rtered Club, #129, with benefits such as field i nsurance , etc.  
 

Note:  TPG membership information will not be shared or sold and will only be used to contact 

members for purposes of TPG business.  

 

Club Membership Update  (continued)  

 
         Ian Cummings photo   

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
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  Google Groups ð Staying Connected  

 

 

For all current and recently joined TPG members:  

 

In the past year, Yahoo G roups announced that it would no longer be supporting groups . In 

order to maintain a line of communication among members,  last year we  established a TPG 

Google Group.  

 

Please make sure that our club Membership Chairman has your current email address. You can 

confirm this by contacting membership@torreypinesgulls.org .  If you are not already a member 

of the TPG Google  Group, you will be sent an invitation to join.  

 

When  you join as a member of the priv ate TPG Google G roup, the club will distribute 

notifications, newsletters, contest events and holiday party info, etc. This information will keep 

you informed of all clu b activities throughout the year. You donõt need  a Gmail address  to 

participate in Google Groups, but you do need to be a member of TPG.  
 

 

Google Groups  provides a  gre a t way of communicating with one another . If you have any 

questions  or concerns about almost anything having to do with flying, building, finding another 

club member , etc., you can post them on Google Groups. It also allows you to send links and 

attachments, just like regular email.  

 

éand, very importantly, since all postings/emails are done through Google Groups, your 

actual email address in not visible when notifications are sent out to  the club members. Also, 

only members of the group can post to the group , so joining the group does not add to your 

spam burden.  

 

So, verify that the club has your correct email, make sure you receive an invitation to join 

Google Groups and sign up!  

 

 

mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
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  RCGroups ð Torrey Pines Gulls Forum  

  
If youõre notéyou should be ! RCGroups is the most widely used and active online Radio 

Control Community for everything RC, from planes to cars, to boats, drones, radios, power 

systemsépretty much anything RC! It includes forums, specific interest threads, blogs, 

discussions, etc.éand, more importantly, The Torrey Pines Gulls Forum. 

 

To get started, click on the link or web page below to get to the TPG Club forum. You can also 

get there from the Clubs  link at the lower right of the RCGroups home page and scroll down 

to Torrey Pines Gulls.  

 

https://www.rcgroups.com/torrey -pines -gulls -672/  

 
 

If you havenõt yet joined RCGroups, click on th e Sign Up link at the upper right and follow the 

instructions.  

 

Once youõve navigated to the Torrey Pines Gulls Forum, you can subscribe to the Forum or to 

any of the individual threads within the Forum.  

 

To subscribe to the Forum, click the Forum Tools link and select òSubscribe to This Forumó from 

the dropdown menu.  Then choose from the notification dropdown menu. If you want to 

subscribe to a specific thread, click to open the thread, and click the Thread Tools link. Select 

òSubscribe to This Threadó from the dropdown menu. Again, choose from the notification 

dropdo wn menu.  

 

Unlike the old Yahoo Forum, RCGroups allows you to post photos and videos. By subscribing, 

you can keep up with the latest events, club activities and member postings.  

 

https://www.rcgroups.com/torrey-pines-gulls-672/
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/register.php?
https://www.rcgroups.com/torrey-pines-gulls-672/
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Check out the TPG Facebook Page  

 
If you havenõt had a chance yet, check out our TPG Fac ebook page by clicking the links  below  

for new content posted by club members and friends.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/TorreyPinesGulls/  

 

 

What do YOU think?  

 
You can express your opinion at:   www.torreypinesgulls.org . 

 

We have a QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS link in the drop -down menu that appears when you 

scroll over TORREY PINES GULLS next to LOCATIONS, CALENDAR, MEMBERSHIPéIf you have any 

questions, concerns, suggestions, etc. for the board, hereõs your chance. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/TorreyPinesGulls/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/TorreyPinesGulls/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/TorreyPinesGulls/posts/?ref=page_internal
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
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Club Flying Site Panoramas  ð Ian Cummings  

Here are Ian Cummingsõ immersive panoramas of our world class flying sites; the world famous Torrey 

Pines Gliderport, Poway Flight Center, where each year the club sponsors the IHLGF (International Hand 

Launch Glider Festival) and the Encinitas Flight Center. Clicking on the pictures takes you to our sites:  

Click on this photo to visit the TPG Poway Flight Center.  

 

Click on this photo to visit the  Torrey Pines Gliderport.  

 

Click on this photo to visit the TPG Encinitas Flight Center.  

 
 

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/IHLGF-2017/IHLG.htm
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/IanTorrey2018/Torrey_.htm
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/IanEncinitas/Encinitas.htm
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News from the Slope ð Mark Baldacchino,  Slope Coordinator  

 
Mark Baldacchino   

Happy  May, TPGulls! 

 

 Although we havenõt had much rain this season (I heard it was the 3 rd driest on record) , we 

havenõt had too many weed and grass issues to deal with; most notably, I havenõt seen one 

tumble weed, anywhere. Thanks to President Ian for picking up our riding mower from our 

Encinitas storage container, and a handful of us with shovels, a weed trim mer, and weed killer, 

we knocked -out the spring cleaning efforts in a couple of hours on April 10 th. A couple of us 

filled -in th e deep squirrel burrows to lesse n the possibility of a broken ankle in the LZ.  

 
         The LZ after its spring cleaning ( Mark Baldacchino photo ) 
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  News from the Slope (continued)  

 
A typical Saturday at  the worldõs best soaring site; look at that view! This was from April 10th , too. We had sprayed 

the weeds in the pit area as they were growing between the AstroTurf seams. (Mark Baldacchino photo)  

 

As of this writing, we are going forward wit h our first Fun Fly in over a year. Itõs on May 8th, and 

itõs all about Foamies! Iõll put a note out on RCGroups under Sailplanes/Slope/ San Diego Sloping 

a week before to ensure our direction for that day. Since we havenõt had a Fun Fly event in a 

public a rea in so long, there are a few things to remember that we must follow to ensure our 

safety, and keep in mind that weõre still under a health order. Just because youõre vaccinated 

doesnõt mean that youõre free to congregate at close proximity without a mask. Masks MUST 

be worn at all times while at the Gliderport.  

 

¶ Bring your TPG membership card, and wear it proudly so we know whoõs who in the zoo. 

¶ Sign in at the glider shack. If you havenõt signed the waivers/watched the video; nowõs a 

great time.  

¶ Bring an d wear your mask at all times.  

¶ Keep a six  (6) foot distance from other pilots/ other people.  

¶ Limit of seven (7) planes in the air at any one time. Take turns, but letõs not crowd-up the sky.  

¶ Letõs have fun ð enjoy some great camaraderie , the sun, and the wind. Weõve waited too 

long for this.  

 

Weõre not able to control the number of pilots whoõll show up, so this Fun Fly will be more or less 

of a test  on how we work together to make this work. Letõs do this!!  
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Stay safe, and Blue Skies!  

 

 

Best Regards,  
 
Mark Baldacchino  

Slope Coordinator  

 

TPG Gliderpo rt Schedule for 2021:  

 

¶ May 8 th ð Foamies ð Ahis, Alulas, KA-8õs, Radians ð if itõs foam, this is your day.  

¶ July 24th   ð  Aero batics Day ð TWF/ PNF ð Jesters, Ahiõs, Shrikes; whatever turns on a dime  

¶ Aug 21 st ð TPG 50th Anniversar y Again. Rescheduled from 2020 Run-What -You-Brung 

¶ Sept 25 th  ð LSF & Old School Vintage/ Classic Woodies ð Balsa BOTs, Olys, Sagittas ð whatever 

is built-up wood  

¶ Oct 23 rd ð Landing Contest ð letõs see whoõs the top three at landing on our new strip. Ribbons 

for 1st, 2nd , & 3rd  

¶ Nov 27 th ð No Shopping Saturday ð a couple of days after Thanksgiving to get out of the house  

News from the Slope (continued)  

 
Ray Pili launching his scale DG -200 on April 24th. Man, he likes this plane! (Mark Baldacchino phot o)  
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Thermal Coordinator ð Tom Watson  
 

For Thermal Duration  and F5J contest dates, check the calendar on 

the Torrey Pines Gulls website:  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/  

 

For contest rules, check the following link  on the Torrey Pines Gulls 

website:  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/torrey -pines -gulls -thermal -

competition -rules/  

 

Also, be sure t o subscribe to the RCGroups 2021  TPG TD & F5J contest 

schedule thread for the latest contest news: 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?3771517 -2021-

Torrey-Pines-Gulls-TD-F5J-contest -schedule  

 

or contact Tom Watson  at  thermal@torreypinesgulls.org  

 

 

 

Club Competition Activity  

 
Tom Watson  

DLG Coordinator ð Chuck Norris  
 

For DLG contest dates, check the calendar on the Torrey Pines Gulls 

website:  http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/  

 

For information, contacts, rules, etc. for past and upcoming Hand 

Launch/DLG contests, check the following link on the Torrey Pines Gulls 

website: http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/discus -launch -glider -series/   

 

Additional information will be  shown in the F3X Vault site 

(https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=location&function=location_view&l

ocation_id=2002 ) as TPG coordinates with the Vault for contest sign -

ups, tasks, results, etc.  

 

Also, be sure t o subscribe to the RCGroups  2021 Torrey Pines Gulls DLG 

Contest/Clinic Series thread for the latest contest news:  

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?3798531 -2021-

Torrey-Pines-Gulls-Contest -Clinic -Series 

 

or contact Chuck Norris at dlg@torreypinesgulls.org  

 

Hand Launch  / DLG / F3K                                  _ 

 
Chuck Norris  

Thermal Duration / F5J                                 ______ 

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/torrey-pines-gulls-thermal-competition-rules/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/torrey-pines-gulls-thermal-competition-rules/
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?3771517-2021-Torrey-Pines-Gulls-TD-F5J-contest-schedule
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?3771517-2021-Torrey-Pines-Gulls-TD-F5J-contest-schedule
mailto:thermal@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/discus-launch-glider-series/
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=location&function=location_view&location_id=2002
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=location&function=location_view&location_id=2002
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?3798531-2021-Torrey-Pines-Gulls-Contest-Clinic-Series
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?3798531-2021-Torrey-Pines-Gulls-Contest-Clinic-Series
mailto:dlg@torreypinesgulls.org
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  Club Competition Activity  (continued)  

F5J Explained     ____________________________________________________ 

 
Mike Smith  

 

 

CD Mike Smith  
 

This event is open to all electric sailplanes , so anyone with an electric 

model (Radian, Sport model, etc .) can give it a try.  However, it is 

important to state that all airplanes must be equipped with an approved 

F5J Competition Altimeter.   

 

If you donõt have one, SoaringUSA sells several for around $60.  Click here 

to check out the Altis Nano : 

https://www.soaringusa.com/Altis -Competition -Altimeter -NANO.html  

 

To learn more about F5J, fol low this link:  

http://www.f5j -usa.com/f5j -primer/  

 

Mike Smith, CD  
 

Foamy F5J     ____________________________________________________ 

 
Ray Pili 

For 2021 TPG is hosting a Foamy F5J contest series at the Poway Flight Center.  

 

This series is open to everyone with AMA membership  and a Foam F5J sailplane 

with the intention to introduce folks to F5J . Guests are welcome to compete; 

no experience is necessary.  The format will be geared for first time F5J 

contestants. Expect ample time between rounds to get your stu ff together, 

timer help, understanding Rules and Task support, and responsible use of the 

"Mike Smith Rule".  Registration is via F3X Vault. CDs are welcome to volunteer.  

The schedule for the rest of 2021 is:  

 
May 8   July 10  Oct 3   Register at the F3X Vault:  

https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=2048  

 

 Examples of Foam F5J planes are: ParkZone Radian and Radian XL, EFlite Night Radia n. Multiplex 

Easy Glider, Solius. This list is not exclusive. Other planes may  be acceptable but please check 

with the CD prior to registration. The spirit of the requirement is to allow contestants to compete 

and learn with inexpensive planes . If you donõt have an F5J competition altimeter,  come fly 

anywayéwe have a workaround. 

 

Also, be sure to  subscribe to the RCGroups 2021 TPG Foamy F5J Schedule  thread for the latest 

contest news:  

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?3803797 -2021-TPG-Foamy -F5J-Schedule  

 

*These contests count toward LSF Level I Requirements. See LSF Report in this newsletter.  

 

 

 

https://www.soaringusa.com/Altis-Competition-Altimeter-NANO.html
http://www.f5j-usa.com/f5j-primer/
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=2048
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?3803797-2021-TPG-Foamy-F5J-Schedule
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April F5J Contest Report ð Steve Condon, CD  

Sunday  the  11th was  a  beautiful  day  and  during  early  morning  trim flights  looked  to  promise  

some  classic  Poway  thermal  conditions.   However,  the  day  had  a  more  challenging  set of  

thermal  cycles  in store for  the  16 contestants  that  participated.   The group  flew  four  rounds  of  

10-minute  F5J tasks scored  man -on -man  with  all  the  normal  rules in effect.   The launch  height  

penalty  that  often  sees the  òhigh launchersó penalized  for  going  so high,  did  a  full reversal  and  

those  who  dared  to  launch  even  a  bit  little  low  (especially  in the  first two  rounds)  often  paid  a  

high  price.   

 

Only  one  competitor  managed  to  fly max  flight  times  on  all  rounds  and  a  review  of  the  round -

by -round  results shows that  only  25% of  the  flights  were  the  full flight  10-minutes  (well,  9:58ish) 

each  round  with  some  sub 5 minute  flights  winning  several  flight  groups.   It was  some  tough  air!   

Thermals were  present,  but  they  were  finicky,  short-lived  and  surrounded  by  some  nasty  sink 

resulting  in a  lot  of  frenzied  searching  and,  uhéshort flights . 

 

The competitors  had  a  good  time  with  some  of  the  usual  lively  banter  and  camaraderie  and  the  

contest  wrapped  up  by  1:00 with  Arthur  Markiewicz  soundly  trouncing  all  rivals on  this day.   Great  

flying,  Arthur!   I managed  to  hold  on  to  take  second  place  an d  Tom Watson  finished  third.   Below  

is the  ranking  for  the  event  where  you  can  see the  dramatic  scoring  differences.    
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The next F5J contest is June 13 th. Come on out and join the  fun!  

 

 

 
Dale Osborn photo  

April F5J Contest Report (continued)  

 
     Dale Osborn photo detail  
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10 pilots flew on a warm Poway  spring  Saturday.  Your friendly CD bowed out and Gary was the 

alternate CD.  

 
 

April  DLG Contest Report ð Ray Pili, Gary Fogel, CD   

 
Pilots meeting (Gary Fogel photo)  

First Task of the Day was 3 Call Poker.  Heat 1A was a ball breaker.  Mengchen and John (who 

was flying a borrowed plane) scored 1000 each with a flying time of 1:30.  Unfortunately Dale 

treed his plane and that put him out of action for the rest of the ev ent.  Ron won his heat by 

almost 600 points, Gary edged out Jim to win his heat.  

 

Second Task:  1, 2, 3, 4. The air was lifty and 2A all 9 min + task flights.  Mengchen (9:49.4) 

topped Gary (9:48.9) by 0.5 seconds for the K.  Dan and Michael won their heat s.  

 

Third Task: 5X2.  Lifty air again.  Mengchen, Gary and Michael won their heats.  

 

Fourth Task: 3X 3:20.  Gary won 4A dropping only 5 seconds.  Mengchen and Ron on their 

heats.  

 

Fifth Task: Big Ladder. The air got a little soft.  The best time was Dan in 5A with an 8:59.  John 

and Gary won their heats.  

 

The results are: 

 

1st Gary Fogel  

2nd Ron Rossetti  

3rd John Butler  

 

Have to shout out  Mengchen for 4th, by just 1 point  below Joh n.   
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 April  DLG Contest Report  (continued)   

 

 

  

 

 
 

Mengchen launching (left) and Dan timing (Dale Os born photos)  

Mike L. and Jim G . stopped by to fly F5J but didn't know we had a contest.  Mike asked 

about F5K, stay tuned.    

 

Ron repaired a plane that the neighbor to the east gave to Mengchen last month.  This plane 

looked to have weathered a few Poway years.  But Ron worked his magic and got  the plane 

flying again.   

 

 
      Ron and the repaired DLG (Ray Pili photo)  
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April  DLG Contest Report  (continued)   

By the way,  Dale recovered his plane with little damage to himself and the plane.   

 

Remember:  May 15 th is the next Poway DLG Clinic and contest.  

 

FYI: Matt N has started the Cookie Toss at El Dorado East Regional Park  (òEldo) again, 

scheduled  for  May 22 nd .  Covid rules.  

 

 
Group photo, from left, Don, Mengchen, Gary, Dan, Cliff Jim, John , Michael and Ron (Dale Osborn photo)  

 



 
 

 

  

 

PAGE 23 PAGE 23 GULL WINGS NEWSLETTER ð MAY 2021  

  LSF Report ð Ray Pili 

 
League of Sile nt Flight  

 

This table outlines the various tasks required for each level.  (Source: 

https://www.silentflight.org/index.php/lsf -program/lsf -tasks) 

 

 

Hi Gulls, 

 

We havenõt planned any LSF-specific event for the calendar as of yet, although the Foamy F5J 

contest on May 8 qualifies for LSF eSAP credit . In the meantime, hereõs some general information 

about the League of Silent Flight Soaring Accomplishment Program:  

As you can see, Level I is not that di fficult if you are a thermal pilot.  If you fly slope only, that 5 

min. thermal will tear you down.  With Poway and Torrey within fairly close proximity, I believe 

someone local can complete Level I in one day.   

 

If you are interested in participating in a scheduled LSF event, bring your AMA card, a thermal 

plane or e -thermal glider such as the E -flite Radian and download a copy of the 

Accomplishment Vouchers (SAP or e SAP) from the LSF site 

(https://www.silentflight.org/index.php/lsf -program/lsf -tasks). The events are free; you donõt 

have to be a Gulls member.   

 

The Vouchers describe in more detail what each task involves and the credentials of your 

witnesses. 

 

https://www.silentflight.org/index.php/lsf-program/lsf-tasks
https://www.silentflight.org/index.php/lsf-program/lsf-tasks
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The Vouchers describe in more detail what each task involves and the credentials of your 

witnesses. 

 

Submittal of a completed voucher is as follows:  

 

1. Email the LSF Secretary John Marien:  john@ne-aero.com   a clear photo, or PDF scan of 

your completed (and signed by witnesses) Voucher.  

 

Thatõs it.  No more sending money or sending your original hard copy.  

John will then review your voucher and email you your acceptance or rejection of the 

voucher submission.  If for some reason your voucher is rejected, you will have to adjudicate 

rejections w ith John.  

 

Another nice change is while you are waiting for a reply you can down load a new voucher 

and start on the next level.   

 

As a reminder, LSF is a 5 level program for RC Glider Pilots.  Each level has increasingly more 

difficult tasks.  LSF involves Slope flying, T hermal flying, Spot Landings, Cross -Country Flying and  

Contest participation.  Each level must be completed before proceeding to the next.  Makes 

for a well -rounded RC Glider pilot.   

 

The pure glider program is called SAP (Soaring Accomplishment Program).  

The electric launched glider p rogram is called Electric SAP (e SAP).   

 

LSF Report (continued)  

Blue Skies, 

 

Ray Pili 

LSF Coordinator  

lsf@torreypinesgulls.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:john@ne-aero.com
mailto:lsf@torreypinesgulls.org
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TPG History:  The Trophy ð Gary Fogel  
 

 

 

 

  

  

This Month: Arthur Markiewicz 1999 Modeler of the Year  
 

Arthur Markiewicz was born in Detroit, Michigan in 1951 to immigrant parents. His father Bruno 

was  a carpenter and also a dedicated free flight model aircraft enthusiast and member of the 

Detroit Balsa Bugs. As a child, Arthur grew up as a member of the Bugs. Bruno was heavily into 

competition and as a result so was Arthur. They flew all types of free flight competition, both 

indoor and outdoor, everything from Nordic tow line gliders to rubber -band powered aircraft to 

hand launch gliders, etc.  While Bruno was more interested in rubber -band power, Arthur 

gravitated to gliders. Together they travelled t hroughout Michigan and Ohio attending contests 

as father and son on the weekends. They also attended and competed in six national contests, 

winning a few trophies.  Bruno was friends with Erwin Rodemsky, a well -known expert in free flight  

who  developed the Pennyplane category. 

Just prior to one nationals contest, Rodemsky 

provided a high quality piece of ĳó C-grain 

balsa to Arthur and suggested it would be 

perfect for a great hand launch glider. Arthur 

used the balsa to create his own new desi gn 

based on the popular Sweepette, and used 

this to set a national record as a senior for 

indoor hand launch glider at Los Alamitos. He 

later esta blished another national record . 

Arthur was hooked on gliders.  

 

However, during his late teenage years and 

into his 20s, Arthur developed other interests, 

and was married at age 21. He found an 

apprenticeship at Chrysler in the design 

department. There he learned the trade of 

clay modeling of small and large car 

prototypes.  
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       TPG History:  The Trophy (continued)  

At this same time, Arthur discovered a love for the burgeoning sport of hang gliding. Living in Michigan, this meant making 

trips to fly along the ridges in Tennessee but the drives were worth it. For 10 years he continued with hang gliding and his 

profession of clay modeling, having completely stopped any model aviation. However, following a divorce around 1980 he 

rediscovered the joy of RC models and added them back into his life including the typical starter aircraft of the time includ ing 

a Wanderer and Gentle Lady.  

 
Arthur moved from Detroit to Newport Beach 

to work for Toyota in their design department.  

Two years later he relocated again to work for 

Nissan at their new satellite design center in 

San Diego near Scripps Memorial Hospital. The 

environment of southern California provided 

ample opportunity for soaring. Arthur used this 

opportunity over the next 10 summers to fly 

hang gliders in the Owens Valley , making 

many flights of over 100 miles. His longest flight 

was 168 miles. He also met his second wife at 

a gliding festival outside of Ramona. However, 

experiencing back problems, he was forced 

to give up hang gliding and as such re -

engaged with RC soarin g.  At that time in the 

late 1980s and early 1990s there were two RC 

soaring clubs in San Diego County running 

thermal contests, the Torrey Pines Gulls (TPG) 

and the North County Clouds (NCC) in San 

Marcos. San Marcos was a bit closer to Arthurõs 

home in En cinitas and the landing surface 

wasnõt as hard as the asphalt at Hourglass 

Field that was used by the TPG. He joined both 

clubs and enjoyed flying with new friends.  

 

 
Arthur getting ready for a takeoff with his Laminar hang glider, probably at Big Black in San 

Diego County.  
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       TPG History:  The Trophy (continued)  

His timing also couldnõt have been more perfect as he joined just as the TPG was ramping up on hand launch glider 

competition with the new International Hand Launch Glider Festival. Arthur found a new world of design, construction, and 

competition that cou pled well with his considerable experience and skill in the air. As Arthur described to me in an interview, 

it was a time when it was possible to design and build some - 

 

 

  
Arthur really getting everything he can out of launching a hand launch 

glider of his own design at the NATS in Muncie, Indiana.  

 

 
An early hand launch glider contest back in the days when overhand 

javelin -style was the launching method.  

 

thing  in your garage that would be better than what was 

available commercially. Many of the top pilots invented their 

own new designs and brought them to the IHLGF. Arthur 

remembers Joe Wurts showing up one time with an 11 oz. 

aileron HLG and outperforming poly hedral 2 -channel ships. 

Another top pilot Daryl Perkins flew a Logic with an extended 

tail boom. Arthur liked that design and began to build his 

own version called the Flamingo as it used pink foam instead 

of blue foam for the wings. He was taught the art of vacuum 

bagging by TP Ger Don Van Gundy, and found an  amazing 

set of knowledgeable new friends in this growing area of RC 

soaring. Arthur routinely placed in the top 5 of the first years 

of the IHLGF, many years as TPGõs top competitor in the 

contest.  
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Don Richmond (left) and Arthur (right) having some fun at a thermal duration 

contest in San Marcos.  

 

       TPG History:  The Trophy (continued)  

Arthur also enjoyed thermal duration competition both 

at San Marcos with NCC and Hourglass with TPG. He did 

well at the SC 2 contests, and won the regional 

championship one year. He also competed with 2 

meter gliders and for three or four times in the mid -1990s 

attende d the RC soaring NATS in Muncie along with Don 

Richmond, Ron Scharck, George Joy, and other TPGers. 

Not being restricted only to competition soaring, he 

began to explore dynamic soaring at the Poway slope 

and scale soaring at Torrey Pines. Arthur had heard  of 

Torrey from his earliest days in hang gliding as it was a 

Mecca for both sports. And while he had returned 

briefly to hang gliders in the 1990s, by 2000 his knees 

made the decision that hang gliding was no longer an 

option. However, at Torrey those par agliders looked 

very interesting. Soon Arthur took lessons and found 

himself enjoying both paragliding and RC soaring as 

both are exceedingly convenient and fun. As Arthur 

noted to me, òitõs a nature thing ð I donõt understand 

why more people donõt do this!ó 

 

Arthur has always been a solid ambassador for the 

sports heõs involved with. RC soaring is no exception.  He 

has taken the time to train many people and get others 

hooked on the hobby. Now in retirement, he tries to fly 

at least something every day either at Torrey or from his 

driveway in Encinitas. According to Arthur, òThis hobby 

has been very good to me in  many ways. It has gotten 

me through bad times in my life choices and the 

goodé.I feel very lucky that my father showed me how 

to build things. It not only led me into the car design 

business; they hired me because I could work with my 

hands, but also gave  me the gift of flight. Priceless I say.ó 
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       TPG History:  The Trophy (continued)  

TPG awarded Arthur with the Modeler of the Year trophy for his efforts to help encourage new participation in the hobby. Also  

it was the case that at one of the 1990s NATS, Arthur set a strong example of sportsmanship. Leading the event, he landed and  

lost his skeg on landing. Given this was a penalty he went to the contest director to report the lost part but the CD didnõt see 

the incident in person and, well, if it didnõt happen, then there was no penalty right?...  Arthur had been taught at a young 

age t hat cheating should never be a part of competition. So he went back out to the field, collected the lost skeg, brought it 

back to the CD and insisted on taking a penalty, a difference in points that caused him to lose the championship. Word of thi s 

sportsm anship spread and had a positive effect on everyone. His Modeler of the Year award was also due to this positive effect 

Arthur has on others.  

 

Thanks Arthur!  
 

 
Arthur Markiewicz (right) and Steve Condon (second from right) display their 

trophies after competing well at what looks to be the 2 -meter NATS at 

Muncie, Indiana in the 1990s.  

 

 
Arthur showing everyone how itõs done at the Visalia Fall Fest thermal 

duration contest.  
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(continued next page)  

 (continued next page)  

 
(continued next page)  

 

 
     January Co -Winner  ð Aaron Wallaceõs scale ASW -27 coming in to land on a windy Torrey day (Greg Houck photo)  

         

Photo of the Month Contest  

 

Each month club members may submit photos of an activity related to soaring and the 

newsletter editor will post a  

A yearly winner will be selected from among the monthly winners and will receive a prize 

(their photo will be used as the website and newsletter masthead AND will appear on the 

following yearõs club membership card). Needless to say, horizontal f ormat photos are 

preferred. Email your photos (.JPG format preferred) to Dale Gottdank at 

submit@torreypinesgulls.org . Please provide your name, location of photo and photo 

description.  

 

 

mailto:submit@torreypinesgulls.org
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Photo of the Month Contest  (continued)  

 

 
February Winner  ð Mike Frandsen is about to toss his 28oz. Jester into 40+ mph winds, gusting to over 70 

(Ian Cummings photo)  

 

January Co -Winner  ð Matin Tarazõs Raven2 at Torrey (Greg Houck/Matin Taraz photo 
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Photo of the Month Contest  (continued)  

 

 
March Winner  ð Mike Frandsen in the process of saving an inverted launch of his 28 oz. Jester in 

45+ mph winds at Torrey in January (Ian Cummings photo)  

 

 
    April Co -Winner  ð Mengchen Li launching at the March DLG contest (Ray Pili photo)  

 


