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Editor ð Dale  Gottdank  

Torrey Pines Gulls Radio Control Soaring Society  (TPG) 

AMA Charter Club 129  
Website: www.torreypinesgulls.org  

 

Message from the President  
 

 

Dan Cummins  

about the upcoming festivities can be found on the next page 

of the newsletter.  

 

We will also be taking a vote at the party on who represents 

the club on the TPG Executive Council. If youõve ever thought 

about getting more involved , or want a greater voice in how 

the club is run, please let any one of th e council members know  

by November 14 th .  Club Secretary , Dale Gottdank would be a 

good starting point  as a contact : 

secretary@torreypinesgulls.org  

 

 

Happy landings,  

 

Ian  

 
Ian Cummings  

 

 

The year is quickly coming to a 

close and itõs time to save the 

date for the TPG holiday party, 

the evening of Dec 14.  After last 

yearõs hiatus due to COVID-19, 

weõll be back live at AleSmith 

Brewing  Company  for some 

good grub and drinks.  Make 

sure to RSVP right away, as we 

need to know how much food 

to   plan  for.    More information  

 

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
mailto:secretary@torreypinesgulls.org
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Howdy there Gulls!  

 

We are  happy to announce that this yearõs  

TPG Holiday Party will be held on Tuesday, December 14 th 

at the AleSmith Brewing Company   

9990 AleSmith Court, San D iego, CA 92126 (off Miramar Rd. )  

No cover charge  

Food will be provided by  

Philõs BBQ 

émore details to followé 

 

Br i n g  a  d ozen  h om em a d e cook i es t o  sh a r e for  d esser t . 

 

Doors open at 6:00  pm , and we will kick off the 2021  annual 

meeting and awards presentations sometime after 7 pm . 

 

Please RSVP  by December 7  

to vp@torreypinesgulls.org  so we can give our host a head 

count.  

 

Hope to see you there!  

 

Bob Hirsch  

Torrey Pines Gulls  

2021 Vice President  

 

 

 

mailto:vp@torreypinesgulls.org
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TPG November/December Events  

DATE EVENT COMMENTS 
November 14 th  F5J Contest  TPG Poway Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault  

November 20 th  DLG Contest  TPG Poway Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault  

November 27 th  No Shopping Saturday Fun Fly  Torrey Pines Gliderport  

No Registration Required  

Fun Fly! 

December 14 th  Annual Holiday Party and 

General Meeting  

AleSmith Brewing Company  

Food by Philõs BBQ 

Executive Council elections  

Bylaws revision vote  

Annual awards presentations  

 

 

 
Encinitas TD contestants (Cliff Hunter photo)  

 

https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=2007
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=1991
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Please contribute to our 

 

Send pictures, or maybe even an article!   It could be just a paragraph with 

some photos from a great soaring day éeven something interesting youõve 

seen on the internet. Iõd like to have the newsletter published by the first week 

of every month . If thereõs a project youõre working on, donõt just post it on 

RCGroupséshare it with your club!  

 

October Issue highlights include:  

ü Annual Holiday Party and General Meeting is coming up!  

ü Club Virtual Meeting recap ð Gary Fogel  

 

Please send in your articles or photos  (communications@torreypinesgulls.org ) 

by the  25th of each month so they can be  included in the monthly newsletter . 

If there are too many, weõll save them for the next issue. Photos should be in 

their original, high -resolution format.  The newsletter can be found on the 

Torrey Pines Gulls website at http://www.torreypinesgulls.org . 
 

 

Newsletter This Month - Dale Gottdank  

 
Dale Go ttdank  

 

 

The Torrey Pines Gulls hosts monthly contests, fun -fly events, LSF (League of Silent Flight)) Soaring 

Accomplishment Program, onsite clinics and bi -monthly club meetings.  

 

This year, after a long hiatus , club  meetings  returned. Our last general meeting, on October 26 th, 

featured Jim Payne and the Perlan Project. Weõre looking forward to more excellent meetings 

and presentations in 2022.  

 

Be on the lookout for upcoming meeting details and scheduling for all TPG and re lated events 

in the Newsletter and on the Torrey Pines Gulls website at:  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org   and http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/  
 

      

Club Meetings, Contests and Activities  
 

mailto:communications@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/
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  Club Meeting Recap ð Gary Fogel  
 

 

On Tuesday October 26 th, TPG was treated to a special presentation by Jim Payne, chief test 

pilot for the Perlan Project. With a considerable backgroun d as a test pilot and test pilot 

instructor for the Air Force , and with decades of experience with wave soaring in sailplanes, 

Jim is definitely the right guy for this mission.  

The goal of the Perlan Project is to fly an unpowered sailplane to 90,000 feet  in the 

stratosphere using the atmospheric wave produced when the polar Jetstream hits the Andes 

in Argentina. This polar vortex only happens in certain times of year, so Jim relayed the 

difficulties of getting the Perlan II sailplane from California to Ar gentina each summer (their 

winter) for the wave season. The project is sponsored by Airbus, and the logistics alone are 

their own record. However in several seasons of trying to fly higher and higher Jim and his 

crew have already set several world records for sailplanes, even a flight above 76,000 feet, 

which makes Perlan II not only the highest unpowered manned aircraft in history but higher 

than the highest U -2 flights in recorded history.  

Jim was kind to share photos of the history of the aircraft, its construction and load testing, 

some of which happened here in San Diego, flight testing, and videos from inside the 

cockpit at high altitudes. A great time was had by those who attended!  
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Cliff Hunter  

Club Membership Update ð Cliff Hunter   

Membership  Activity  Summary  ð November 2021  

The table below is a summary of new and renewal membership activities based on completed 

registration forms received from members in the past two months.  

 

2021  September  October  

Total Members  as of 10 -31-2021  135 136 

 
Please welcome our new member this  month, Dierer Rozek from Glendora, CA  

All new and renewing members will receive a membership card and key.  The key gives you 

access to the gates at our Encinitas and Poway flying sites. For members who slope fly at Torrey 

Pines Gliderport and ar e Torrey Pines Gliderport rated:  

 

In addition to  the membership card and key, you will receive a club lanyard from  a club 

representative at the Torrey Pines Gliderport.  You must wear the lanyard with the  

membership card attached when flying  at the Torrey Pines Gliderport, for safety reasons.  

 

Remember, you must have a current AMA membership to join TPG. To join AMA, follow this link:  

https://join.modelaircraft.org/torreypinesgulls/  

 

Please contact me ( membership@torreypinesgulls.org ) if you have not received  your 

membership materials or have any membership -related questions .  

 
 

Hello Gulls,  

 

Itõs November! That time of the year to renew your 2022 TPG Membership.  

 

As a reminder,  Instead of our traditional mailed registration form to each 

member, we have transitioned to a web -based process. Please use the 

following link when signing up:   

 http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership/  

 

Please fill out the registration  form completely. We will use this information 

to help the clubõs Executive Council plan and develop future events , 

competitions  and activities for members.  

Please take the time to review the updated Torrey Pines Gulls Membership Guide  which will 

provide answers t o many of you r questions regarding Torrey Pines Gulls activities.   

 

https://join.modelaircraft.org/torreypinesgulls/
mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership/
https://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/TPG-Member-Reference-Guide_November-2021.pdf
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Annual Membership Dues are as follows:  

¶ Full Members ð $60 per year  

¶ Youth Members (19 years or youn ger)  ð $5 per year  

¶ Student Members (full -time)  ð $30 per year  

¶ Receive a credit of up to $20 on your annual dues. $10 per each half -day working at 

any TPG  flying field  

 

New members joining in the first six months of the year pay the full rate.  Those joini ng in July 

through September pay half the applicable rate.  If you are a new member joining in October 

through December you pay the full rate but your membership is considered paid through t he 

end of the following year. The Torrey Pines Gulls has the follo wing types of membership:  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  TPG membership information will not be shared or sold and will only be used to contact 

members for purposes of TPG business.  

 

 

Full Members . Full Members of the Society shall consist of those persons who are and remain 

Full members of the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA), 5161 East Memorial Drive, Muncie 

IN 47302, have signified their interest in model aeronautics and a desire to be such a member 

of the Torrey Pines Gulls Radio Control Soaring Society, Inc. and have paid all requisite dues.  

  

Youth Members.  Youth members of the Socie ty shall consist of those persons who are 19 years 

or younger and remain Youth members of the AMA, have signified their interest in model 

aeronautics and a desire to be such a member of the Torrey Pines Gulls Radio Control Soaring 

Society, Inc. and have pa id all requisite dues.  

 

Student Members. Student members of the Society shall consist of those persons who have a 

current full -time student status at a college or university, have current membership (full or 

youth) in the AMA, have signified their interest  in model aeronautics and a desire to be such a 

member of the Torrey Pines Gulls Radio Control Soaring Society, Inc. and have paid all requisite 

dues.  

 

 

 

 

Membership Processing:  

You will receive  a renewal notice using the TPG Google Group email process. If you have not 

signed up for the TPG Google Group you will be sent an individual email. Please use the 

following link when renewing your membership:  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership/  

 

We req uest online payment via PayPal or  debit/credit card.   

 

However, if you chose to pay by check or cash, please email me at: 

members hip@torreypinesgulls.org  and I will mail you a membership application form. When 

the form is completed, please mail your membership application and payment using the 

provided preaddressed return envelope.   

 

Club Membership Update  (continued)  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership/
mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
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Note:  TPG membership information will not be shared or sold and will only be used to contact 

members for purposes of TPG business.  

 

Club Membership Update  (continued)  

 
Ian Cummings photo  

Your yearly membership allows TPG  to continue to provide you with : 

¶ Access to three Flying Fields in La Jolla  (Torrey Pines Gliderport) , Encinitas and Poway.  

¶ Monthly  (or t hereabouts) fun -fly events  held at the world famous Torrey Pines Gliderport, 

and events at our Poway and Encinitas Fli ght Centers, where members will have ample 

opportunities to take advantage of our trio of excellent flying sites. Be on the lookout for 

upcoming details and scheduling.  

¶ A group of RC soaring pilots  who can answer just about any question you might ask, and 

do it with a smile.  

¶ Contests that bring out world class competitors from around the globe.  

¶ Competition and help for you , regardless of your skill level.  

¶ A yearly holiday party to gather with flying buddies, friends and family . 

¶ A website for current and pas t information www.torreypinesgulls.org   

¶ A monthly new sletter with updated information, contest reports and interesting articles 

to help keep members informed . 

¶ We are an AMA Cha rtered Club, #129, with benefits  such as field i nsurance , etc.  

 

Cliff Hunter  

Membership Chairman  

membership@torreypinesgulls.org  

760-703-4497 cell  

 
 

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
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  Google Groups ð Staying Connected  

 

 

For all current and recently joined TPG members:  

 

Yahoo Groups no longer supports groups. In order to maintain a line of communic ation among 

members, we have a TPG Google Group . 

 

Please make sure that our club Membership Chairman has your current email address. You can 

confirm this by contacting membership@torreypinesgulls.org .  If you are not already a member 

of the TPG Google Group, you will be sent an invitation to join.  

 

When  you join as a member of the priv ate TPG Google G roup, the club will distribute 

notifications, newsletters, contest events and holiday party info, etc. This information will keep 

you informed of all club activities throughout the year. You donõt need  a Gmail address  to 

participate in Google Groups, but y ou do need to be a member of TPG.  
 

 

Google Groups  provides a  gre a t way of communicating with one another . If you have any 

questions  or concerns about almost anything having to do with flying, building, finding another 

club member , etc., you can post them on Google Groups. It also allows you to send links and 

attachments, just like regular email.  

 

éand, very importantly, since all postings/emails are done through Google Groups, your 

actual email address in not visible when notifications are sent out to the club members. Also, 

only members of the group can post to the group , so joining the group does not add to your 

spam burden.  

 

So, verify that the club has your correct email, make sure you receive an invitation to join 

Google Groups and sign up!  

 

 

mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
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  RCGroups ð Torrey Pines Gulls Forum  

  
If youõre notéyou should be ! RCGroups is the most widely used and active online Radio 

Control Community for everything RC, from planes to cars, to boats, drones, radios, power 

systemsépretty much anything RC! It includes forums, specific interest threads, blogs, 

discussions, etc.éand, more importantly, The Torrey Pines Gulls Forum. 

 

To get started, click on the link or web page below to get to the TPG Club forum. You can also 

get there from the Clubs  link at the lower right of the RCGroups home page and scroll do wn 

to Torrey Pines Gulls.  

 

https://www.rcgroups.com/torrey -pines -gulls -672/  

 
 

If you havenõt yet joined RCGroups, click on the Sign Up link at the upper right and follow the 

instructions.  

 

Once youõve navigated to the Torrey Pines Gulls Forum, you can subscribe to the Forum or to 

any of the individual threads within the Forum.  

 

To subscribe to the Forum, click the Forum Tools link and select òSubscribe to This Forumó from 

the dropdown menu. Then choose from the notification dropdown menu. If you want to 

subscribe to a specific thread, click to open the thread, and click the Thread Tools link. Select 

òSubscribe to This Threadó from the dropdown menu. Again, choose from the notification 

dropdown menu.  

 

Unlike the old Yahoo Forum, RCGroups allows you to post photos and videos. By subscribing, 

you can keep up with the latest events, club activities and member postings.  

 

https://www.rcgroups.com/torrey-pines-gulls-672/
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/register.php?
https://www.rcgroups.com/torrey-pines-gulls-672/
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Check out the TPG Facebook Page  

 
If you havenõt had a chance yet, check out our TPG Facebook page by clicking the links  below  

for new content posted by club members and friends.  
 

https:// www.facebook.com/TorreyPinesGulls/  

 

 

What do YOU think?  

 
You can express your opinion at:   www.torreypinesgulls.org . 

 

We have a QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS link in the drop -down menu that appears when you 

scroll over TORREY PINES GULLS next to LOCATIONS, CALENDAR, MEMBERSHIPéIf you have any 

questions, concerns, suggestions, etc. for the board, hereõs your chance. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TorreyPinesGulls/photos/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/TorreyPinesGulls/photos/?ref=page_internal
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
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Club Flying Site Panoramas  ð Ian Cummings  

Here are Ian Cummingsõ immersive panoramas of our world class flying sites; the world famous Torrey 

Pines Gliderport, Poway Flight Center, where each year the club sponsors the IHLGF (International Hand 

Launch Glider Festival) and the Encinitas Flight Center. Clicking on the pictures takes you to our sites:  

Click on this photo to visit the TPG Poway Flight Center.  

 

Click on this photo to visit the Torrey Pines Gliderport.  

 

Click on this photo to visit the TPG Encinitas Flight Center.  

 
 

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/IHLGF-2017/IHLG.htm
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/IanTorrey2018/Torrey_.htm
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/IanEncinitas/Encinitas.htm
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News from the Slope ð Mark Baldacchino,  Slope Coordinator  

 
Mark Baldacchino  

 

Happy  November, TP Gulls! 

 

 

The weather has changed to fall, and as I write this article, there is a òPineapple Expressó storm 

headed our way expecting to bring some much needed rain to San Diego. Speaking of rain, 

the little weõve had up until now has somewhat greened-up our landing  zone. With the green 

AstroTurf landing strip and the surrounding area, its bit harder to find the strip while walking 

backwards and glancing over ones shoulder to make an approach.  

 

While weõre on this subject, there are a few tumbleweeds that have cropped up thatõll need 

our attention before too long. Rather than mowing them down and spreading the seeds 

everywhere, weõll bring a flat shovel or garden hoe to scrape them off, and weõll carry them 

off to another area. Look for an event that Iõll post in RCGroups under Sailplanes/ Slope/San 

Diego Sloping to come on out and help knock these guys down. Its good timing, too, as itõs 

close to the renewal time for m emberships, and with your help youõll get a $10 discount for your 

work.  

 

Thereõs not a lot to report for this month. Our last Fun Fly on October 23 rd, was to be a great one 

which wouldõve been reminiscent of the ògood olõ times,ó but didnõt pan-out this time. We were 

going to have a contest day with ribbons and t rophies for a beer can bowling and limbo li ne 

event, but Mike Redman wasnõt able to make it. He knows the rules, which for these events are  

actually called òRedman Rules,ó so we postposed them until next year. Mike was also going to 

bring a small propane grill s o we could cook -up some hotdogs. W eõll be working on making this 

all happen next year.  These types of events make a Fun Fly more exciting than flying back and 

forth, as it was a blast last August seeing the competition. However, we we nt ahead and came 

on Saturday, October 23 rd to do the landi ng strip contest, which wouldõve determined who was 

best at coming closest to the pin.  
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  News from the Slope (continued)  

 
Flyable, but not ideal for landing. That paraglider was hauling downwind. (Mark Baldacchino 

photo ) 

 

Unfortunately, t his didnõt pan-out either , as the wind was really SW , as you ca n see from the 

windsock picture  below. The expert flyers could manage the wind direct ion challenge, but it 

just wasnõt going to be fair for the less experienced. Plus, with this SW wind direction, there 

were several paragliders and hang gliders that had to approach from the NW, (into the wind) 

and had no choice but to fly right over our la nding strip. Safety First!  

 

Thereõs one more Fun fly scheduled for the Saturday  just after Thanksgiving. Ther eõs no particular 

type of plane  or contest even t ð just bring something to fly  and enjoy some great comradery 

and the worldõs best slope!  

 

¶ Nov 27 th ð No Shopping Saturday ð a couple of days after Thanksgiving to get out of the 

house  

 
Blue Skies! 

 

Best Regards,  
 
Mark Baldacchino  

Slope Coordinator  
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Thermal Coordinator ð Tom Watson  
 

For Thermal Duration  and F5J contest dates, check the calendar on 

the Torrey Pines Gulls website:  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/  

 

For contest rules, check the following link  on the Torrey Pines Gulls 

website:  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/torrey -pines -gulls -thermal -

competition -rules/  

 

Also, be sure t o subscribe to the RCGroups 2021  TPG TD & F5J contest 

schedule thread for  the latest contest news: 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?3771517 -2021-

Torrey-Pines-Gulls-TD-F5J-contest -schedule  

 

or contact Tom Watson  at  thermal@torreypinesgulls.org  

 

 

 

Club Competition Activity  

 
Tom Watson  

DLG Coordinator ð Chuck Norris  
 

For DLG contest dates, check the calendar on the Torrey Pines Gulls 

website:  http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/  

 

For information, contacts, rules, etc. for past and upcoming Hand 

Launch/DLG contests, check the following link on the Torrey Pines Gulls 

website: http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/discus -launch -glider -series/   

 

Also, be sure t o subscribe to the RCGroups 2021  Torrey Pines Gulls DLG 

Contest/Clinic Series thread for the latest  contest news:  

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?3798531 -2021-

Torrey-Pines-Gulls-Contest -Clinic -Series 

 

or contact Chuck Norri s at dlg@torreypinesgulls.org  
 

Hand Launch  / DLG / F3K                                  _ 

 
Chuck Norris  

Thermal Duration / F5J                                 ______ 

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/torrey-pines-gulls-thermal-competition-rules/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/torrey-pines-gulls-thermal-competition-rules/
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?3771517-2021-Torrey-Pines-Gulls-TD-F5J-contest-schedule
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?3771517-2021-Torrey-Pines-Gulls-TD-F5J-contest-schedule
mailto:thermal@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/discus-launch-glider-series/
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?3798531-2021-Torrey-Pines-Gulls-Contest-Clinic-Series
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?3798531-2021-Torrey-Pines-Gulls-Contest-Clinic-Series
mailto:dlg@torreypinesgulls.org
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  Club Competition Activity  (continued)  

F5J Explained     ____________________________________________________ 

 
Mike Smith  

 

 

Mike Smith  
 

This event is open to all electric sailplanes , so anyone with an electric 

model (Radian, Sport model, etc .) can give it a try.  However, it is 

important to state that all airplanes must be equipped with an approved 

F5J Competition Altimeter.   

 

If you donõt have one, SoaringUSA sells several for around $60.  Click here 

to check out the Altis Nano : 

https://www.soaringusa.com/Altis -Competition -Altimeter -NANO.html  

 

To learn more about F5J, follow this link:  

http://www.f5j -usa.com/f5j -primer/  

 

Mike Smith  

 

Foamy F5J     ____________________________________________________ 

 
Ray Pili 

For 2021 TPG hosted  a Foamy F5J contest series at the Poway Flight Center.  

 

This series is open to everyone with AMA (must be Full or Youth membership) 

and a Foam F5J sailplane , with the intention to introduce folks to F5J . Guests 

are welcome to compete; no experience is nec essary. The format will be 

geared for first time F5J contestants. Expect ample time between rounds to 

get your stuff together, timer help, understanding Rules and Task support, 

and responsible use of the "Mike Smith Rule".  Registration is via F3X Vault. CD s 

are welcome to volunteer.   

 

This yearõs final Foamy F5J contest was October 9. A new series of four Foamy 

F5J contests is being planned for 2022. Look for future announcements.  

 
Examples of Foam F5J planes are: ParkZone Radian and Radian XL, EFlite Night Radian. Multiplex 

Easy Glider, Solius. This list is not exclusive. Other planes may  be acceptable but please check 

with the CD prior to registration. The spirit of the requirement is to allow contestants to compete 

and learn with inexpensive planes . If you donõt have an F5J competition altimeter, come fly 

anywayéwe have a workaround. 

 

Also, be sure to  subscribe to the RCGroups 2021 TPG Foamy F5J Schedule  thread for the latest 

contest news:  

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?3803797 -2021-TPG-Foamy -F5J-Schedule  

 

*These contests count toward LSF Level I Requirements. See LSF Report in this newsletter.  

 

 

 

https://www.soaringusa.com/Altis-Competition-Altimeter-NANO.html
http://www.f5j-usa.com/f5j-primer/
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?3803797-2021-TPG-Foamy-F5J-Schedule
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October TD  Contest Report ð Tom Watson , CD  

October 10 th : Six pilots flew in TPGõs last TD contest of the year. Weather was warm and the sky 

almost crystal -clear, with just about zero wind. Lift conditions were typical Encinitas, with decent 

air to be found if you were willing to range out to get it, and sink wai ting to grab your plane if 

you zigged instead of zagged.  

 

As this was the last event of the season, we flew five rounds with 5 ð 7 ð 10 ð 10 ð 6 minute task 

times, and a standard 100 -point tape landing. Overall, it was an excellent flying day. There were 

no equipment malfunctions and things flowed smoothly. Tom Watson wo n; Steve Hurd was  

second , and Arthur Markiewicz third.  

 

Electronic contest registration, payments, and competitor score entry on the F3X Vault platform 

has worked almost flawlessly through out the year, and we will continue to use it in 2022.  

 

Some photos of the contest, provided by Cliff Hunter, are on the next page.  

 

Our last thermal contest of the year is F5J at the Poway Flight Center, on November 14 th . See you 

there!  

 

Tom Watson  

CD 
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  October TD  Contest Report ð (continued)   

 
Cliff Hunter photo  

 

 
Cliff Hunter photo  

 
Cliff Hunter photo  

 

 
Cliff Hunter photo  

 
Cliff Hunter photo  
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October DLG Contest  Report ð Don Lochhead, CD  

Thanks to a couple of last minute signups , we had a total of six pilots for  the  October  16th DLG 

contest .  

 

We flew a 2 -heat, 6 -round format which allowed for a lot of flying but still finishing just before 

noon.  

 

Conditions were mostly calmer than normal, starting out cool and grad ually warming up.   Lift 

was light to moderate and at times a bit elusive.  

 

Congratulations to Brent, Mengchen and Marc for finishing 1 st, 2nd  and 3 rd. F3X Vault results 

are shown below.  

 

Don  
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  October Foamy F5J Contest  Report ð Ray Pili, CD 

We had beautiful fall conditions ; sunny, mid 70õs, puffy cumulus clouds that made way for clear 

blue skies with light , variable breezes.  Pilots attending were Mike, Don, Gary, Chuck and myself.   

With the o dd number of pilots , we had unbalanced heats; Heat A  had  three  pilots and Heat B , 

two  pilots.   Timers for Heat A had to run two stopwatches.    

 

Most n otable was Round 2, Heat B; Gary and Don, mano a m ano.  There wasnõt much lift after 

launch , and at around the 3-4 minute  mark , Don was setting up for landing from the East, just 

over the threshold, at 10 -12 feet.  Gary was up around 20 f ee t, following Don an d turning to line 

up for final.  Don  hits a bump and makes a climbing turn. Gary hits the same lift and does the 

same. Don stays in the turn and  climbs a few feet per turn.   4 -5 turns and he's at treetop level 

and starts to breathe.   Gary follows suit and both pilots make 9:57+ times out of 4 min ute air!  

 

Overall results for the 4th and last 202 1 Quarterly Foamy F5J contest (F3X Vault scores below).  

 

1st: Place Gary   2nd : Place Ray    3rd: Place Chuck.   

 

Ray Pili 

2021 Foamy F5J Coordinator  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  Foamy F5J contestants Chuck Norris (3 rd), Gary Fogel (1 st), Mike Lonnecker, Don Lochhead and Ray Pili (2 nd ) 
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LSF Report ð Ray Pili 

 
League of Silent Flight  

 Hi Gulls, 

 

Although we didnõt plan any LSF-specific events for 2021, the quarterly Foamy F5J  Contest Series 

and bi -monthly F5J contests qualify for LSF eSAP (Electric Soaring Accomplishment Program) 

credit.  

 

Two of our members, myself, and Gary Fogel have advanced in the electric launch ELSF.  

 

 
 

We havenõt scheduled any LSF-specific events for 2022, however we plan on offering 

opportunities for TPGers to participate and advance in the program. In the meantime, hereõs 

some general information about the League of Silent Flight Soaring Accomplishment Program:  
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This table outlines the various tasks required for each level.  (Source: 

https://www.silentflight.org/index.php/lsf -program/lsf -tasks) 

 

 

As you can see, Level I is not that difficult if you are a thermal  pilot.  If you fly slope only, that 5 

min. thermal will tear you down.  With Poway and Torrey within fairly close proximity, I believe 

someone local can complete Level I in one day.   

 

If you are interested in participating in a scheduled LSF event, bring  your AMA card, a thermal 

plane or e -thermal glider such as the E -flite Radian and download a copy of the 

Accomplishment Vouchers (SAP or e SAP) from the LSF site 

(https://www.sile ntflight.org/index.php/lsf -program/lsf -tasks). The events are free; you donõt 

have to be a Gulls member.   

 

The Vouchers describe in more detail what each task involves and the credentials of your 

witnesses. 

 

The Vouchers describe in more detail what each task involves and the credentials of your 

witnesses. 

 

LSF Report (continued)  

https://www.silentflight.org/index.php/lsf-program/lsf-tasks
https://www.silentflight.org/index.php/lsf-program/lsf-tasks
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Submittal of a completed voucher is as follows:  

 

1. Email the LSF Secretary John Marien:  john@ne-aero.com   a clear photo, or PDF scan of 

your completed (and signed by witnesses) Voucher.  

 

Thatõs it.  No more sending money or sending your original hard copy.  

John will then review your voucher a nd email you your acceptance or rejection of the 

voucher submission.  If for some reason your voucher is rejected, you will have to adjudicate 

rejections with John.  

 

Another nice change is while you are waiting for a reply you can down load a new voucher 

and start on the next level.   

 

As a reminder, LSF is a 5 level program for RC Glider Pilots.  Each level has increasingly more 

difficult tasks.  LSF involves Slope flying, T hermal flying, Spot Landings, Cross -Country Flying and  

Contest participation.  Each  level must be completed before proceeding to the next.  Makes 

for a well -rounded RC Glider pilot.   

 

The pure glider program is called SAP (Soaring Accomplishment Program).  

The electric launched glider p rogram is called Electric SAP (e SAP).   

 

LSF Report (continued)  

Blue Skies, 

 

Ray Pili 

LSF Coordinator  

lsf@torreypinesgulls.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:john@ne-aero.com
mailto:lsf@torreypinesgulls.org
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(continued next page)  

 (continued next page)  

 
(continued next page)  

 

 
     January Co -Winner  ð Aaron Wallaceõs scale ASW -27 coming in to land on a windy Torrey day (Greg Houck photo)  

         

Photo of the Month Contest  

 Each month club members may submit photos of an activity related to soaring and the 

newsletter editor will post a  

A yearly winner will be selected from among the monthly winners and will receive a prize 

(their photo will be used as the website and newsletter masthead AND will appear on the 

followi ng yearõs club membership card); so horizontal format photos a re preferred.  Email 

your photos ( JPG format and original high -resolution version p lease ) to Dale Gottdank at 

submit@torreypinesgulls.org . Please provide your name, location of photo and photo 

description.  

 

 

mailto:submit@torreypinesgulls.org
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Photo of the Month Contest  (continued)  

 

 
February Winner  ð Mike Frandsen is about to toss his 28oz. Jester into 40+ mph winds, gusting to over 70 

(Ian Cummings photo)  

 

January Co -Winner  ð Matin Tarazõs Raven2 at Torrey (Greg Houck/Matin Taraz photo) 
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  Photo of the Month Contest  (continued)  

 

 
March Winner  ð Mike Frandsen in the process of saving an inverted launch of his 28 oz. Jester in 

45+ mph winds at Torrey in January (Ian Cummings photo)  

 

 
    April Co -Winner  ð Mengchen Li launching at the March DLG contest (Ray Pili photo)  
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  Photo of the Month Contest  (continued)  

 

 
                 May Co -Winner  ð PSS Ki-84 over Cajon (Greg Houck photo)  

 

 
 April Co -Winner  ð Thomas Moller launching Steffen Petersõ LET Model DG-1000 (Paul Broyles photo)  
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Photo of the Month Contest  (continued)  

 

 
     May Co -Winner  ð Group launch at the April F5J contest (Cliff Hunter photo)  

 

 
   June Winner  ð Steffen Petersõ Arcus at Torrey (Thomas Moller photo) 
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Photo of the Month Contest  (continued)  

 

 
July -August Winner  ð Andy Grose launching at sunset (Ian Cummings photo)  

 

 
 September Winner  ð Marty Zimmerman launching his Energic at Torrey (Jim Birkett photo)  
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Photo of the Month Contest  (continued)  

 

 
Phil Davyõs Pitbull F3B dueling with a starling (Phil Davy screenshot) 

 

 

 
October Winner  ð Encinitas Field TD Contest (Cliff Hunter photo)  
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Photo of the Month Contest  (continued)  

 

 
 Craig Hanson and his Jester enjoying some Torrey lift (Ian Cummings photo)  

 

 

 
Mike Frandsenõs buddy, John, launching his Jester off Integrity Court in Vista, CA (Mike Frandsen photo)  
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  Photo of the Month Contest  (continued)  

 

 
December Winner  ð Arthur Markiewicz launching  with Mike Smith pointing skyward during a TD contest 

at the Encinitas Field (Cliff Hunter photo)  

 

 
 November Winner  ð Jim Birkett launching his Espada at Torrey (Ian Cummings photo)  
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 President Ian Cummings president@torreypinesgulls.org 

Vice-President Bob Hirsch      vp@torreypinesgulls.org 

Past President Craig Hanson  

Secretary Dale Gottdank secretary@torreypinesgulls.org 

Treasurer Don Lochhead treasurer@torreypinesgulls.org 

Communications Officer Dale Gottdank communications@torreypinesgulls.org 

Thermal Coordinator Tom Watson thermal@torreypinesgulls.org 

Slope Coordinator Mark Baldacchino slope@torreypinesgulls.org 

DLG Coordinator Chuck Norris dlg@torreypinesgulls.org 

Membership Chair Cliff Hunter membership@torreypinesgulls.org 

IHLGF Coordinator Mike Smith mike@themapsmith.com 

LSF Coordinator Ray Pili lsf@torreypinesgulls.org 

Webmaster Steve Hurd web@torreypinesgulls.org 

Historian Gary Fogel historian@torreypinesgulls.org 

TP Soaring Council (TPG) Mark Baldacchino soaringcouncil@torreypinesgulls.org 

Club Officers and Contact Information  

Executive Officers  

                 
    Ian Cummings           Bob Hirsch          Dale Gottdank   Don Lochhead  

 

                
     Tom Watson      Mark Baldacchino  Chuck Norris   Cliff Hunter  
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mailto:mike@themapsmith.com
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mailto:soaringcouncil@torreypinesgulls.org
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TPG Classified Ads Policy  

 

Classified ads are free to TPG members for non -commercial purposes. Commercial cust omers 

should contact the editor. To submit an advertis ement, send the information to 

communications@torreypinesgulls.org . Ads must be submitted by the 25 th of the month to 

appear in the next issue. All advertisements will be remain in the newsletter for the month of 

issue and will be removed for the following issue. If you wish to advertise for another month, you 

will need to notify the editor or resubmit.  

 

 

  

 

  


