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Message from the President
i

S This will be my last letter as your
TPG President.
to move on, so | hope one of
you will consider filling the
position of either President or
VP. If you have an interest in
serving on th e board, please
contact Dale Gottdank to get
your name on the ballot at the
holiday party where votes will

be tallied.

lan Cummings

As you may already know, the FAA plans to begin
implementing Remote ID regulations in September 2023. Ina
nutshell, you will be required to have a remote ID broadcast
module on any plane weighing more than 250 grams, with
the exception of flight operatio  ns within an FAA -Recognized
Identification Area (FRIA). Applications to the FAA for FRIA
status will be accepted from FAA  -recognized Community -
Based Organizations (CBOs). The Academy of Model
Aeronautics (AMA) has just been officially named as the first
FAA-recognized CBO and will begin applying on our behalf

for FRIA status. We expect all three TPG flying sites to be
granted FRIA status and will keep you posted on the progress.

This is yet another reminder of the value and importance of

your TPG and AMAm ember shi ps. |l t 6s t
please make sure you renew your membership for 2023.
Her eds tTRAGMembersip:.



http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
mailto:secretary@torreypinesgulls.org
https://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership/
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Message from the President (continued)

| want to take this moment to thank the dedicated Club Officers (see page 37) for all of their
work throughout the year. There are many tasks that need to be handled in order to keep an
organization like this running, and this group of guys makes sure the tasks get completed, day

after day and year after year. Many of the officers have served selflessly for many years, making

sure funds ar e accounted for, events get organized, communications carried out, policies are
established, web page is updated, etc., etc. The list goes on. Special recognition goes out to

Dale Gottdank, who tirelessly handles three jobs: Secretary, Communications Offi cer, and
Newsletter Editor. Thanks guys!

And | astly, please submit your RSVP for this vy«
There is no charge for members, but we need a |
on the RSVP list, you may not get fed. See details on page 3 below.

Happy Landings,

lan

i

orrey (Aaro Wal | ace poto)
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Brad Langds Super Haw
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ltds That Ti dls!Again

Weare happy to announce that thi

TPG Holiday Party will be held on Sunday, December 11 th at .
the AleSmith Brewing Company &

9990 AleSmith Court, San Diego, CA 92126 (off Miramar Rd.)

No cover charge

N o Food will be provided by

} Phil ds BBQ

% 1 There will also b e a vintage RC kit free raffle prize! ‘
.,A

Bring a dozen holiday themed cookiesto share for dessert.

Please RSVP by December 4
to vp@torreypinesqulls.org SO we can give our host a head
count.

5 Doorsopenat 4:00 pm,and we 0 kick off the 202 2 annual
§‘ meeting and awards presentations sometime after 5 pm.

Hope to see you there!

Bob Hirsch
Torrey Pines Gulls
202 2 Vice President


mailto:vp@torreypinesgulls.org
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TPGDecember/January Events

DATE EVENT COMMENTS
December 11 Torrey Pines Gulls Holiday Party AleSmith Brewing Company
9990 AleSmith Ct, San Diego, CA 92126
January 7 January Kickoff Fun Fly & Bring Torrey Pines Gliderport
What You Have! No Contest Registration Required
Fun Fly!
January 8 F5J Contest Encinitas Flight Center
Register on _F3X Vault
January 14 DLG Contest Poway Flight Center
Register on F3X Vault

Geor ge ds flyy(MatgBine photo)


https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=2593
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&country_id=0&state_id=0&search=
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Club Meetings, Contests and Activities
The Torrey Pines Gulls hosts monthly contests, fun -fly events, LSF (League of Silent Flight) Soaring

Accomplishment Program, onsite clinics and bi -monthly club meetings.
Ourclubm eetingsare currenty conducted via Zoom, so itds real
buddies and hear a great presentation about RC soaring and related topics eéand dondt

our monthly raffle!

Our last meeting, on October 25 th. featured Corky Miller of Sonoran Laser Art and Larry Jolly

sharing some of their knowledge and experience about F3RES ,the new FAI cl a
utilizes 2 Meter - Light Weight - Bungee launch - RES gliders.It was a fun meeting, with lots of
guestions and input from attendees and garnered some real interest in this new FAI Class.

Also, congratulations to Paul Nibecker, winner of the free raffle prize; a vintage Dodgson
Designs Todi Kit!

Our next meeting will be the Annual Holiday Party on Sunday, December 11  th at the AleSmith
Brewing Co. inperson! Dondt miss 1 t]!

Be on the lookout for upcoming meeting details and scheduling for all TPG and related events
in the Newsletter and on the Torrey Pines Gulls website at:
http://www.torreypinesqulls.org and http://www.torreypinesqulls.org/calendar/

Newsletter This Month - Dale Gottdank

Please contribute to our GULL WINGS NEWSLETIER

3 Send picture s, or maybe even an article! It could be just a paragraph with
some photos from a great soaring day ¢
seen on the internet. 18d 1| i ke t ofirdiaeeke
of every month . I f thereds a project y 0 osbir om
RCGroupséshare it with your <cl ub!

November Issue highlights include:

7,

Dale Go ttdank 3 , , .
U USA F5J Team Selects by Mike Smith and Tom Kiesling

U 2010 Modeler of the Year John Bruner by Gary Fogel
U Photo of the Year Winner

Please send in your articles or photos  (communications@torreypinesqulls.org )
by the 25t of each month so they can be included in the monthly newsletter

I f there are too many, we &l |Phaoa sheuldtbéeire n
their original, high -resolution format. The newsletter can be found on the
Torrey Pines Gulls website at http://www.torreypinesqulls.org



https://sonoranlaserart.com/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/
mailto:communications@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
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News from the Slope & Mark Baldacchino, Slope Coordinator

There is not a | ot to report this ti
as tension between RC pilots and PG pilots  continues to ease up.

PG instructors have been better about stressing the safety rules to their
students and communications in general have improved. Having a
spotter or two when we fly has made
this for evegryoneds safe

m& s“ For t his mont hods glider t hat mai d
Bbt; Hirsch for Bal dacchinods 0bui | tEvéryrib,every piecewsahand g u
Mark Baldacchino cut and beautifully finished.  You can imagine what a sight it was in the

air with the sun coming through the transparent

covering. Congratulations Mark, well done!

My

Mark with his scratch -built Aquila.
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News from the Slope
He r e & schedulerof fun fly events for 2023.

(continued)

We hope to see you at the slope next year!

TPG Gliderport Schedule for 202 3

January 7 th

2023 Kickoff Event o Bring what you have.

February 11 th

FI y 6 ndoADaytpFly + Swap Meet. Clean out your garage and
make room for more birds.

March 11 t Scale Planes 0 Both TPG and TPSSS Fun Fly Day

April 15t Old School Vintage/Classic Woodies oBOTs, Ol ys, Sagit
built -up wood

May 13 th Foamies 0 Ahis, Alulas,Ka-8 6 s, Radiansélf itds f o;q

June 3 11t Annual Katie Martin International Tribute. A Bob Martin event for
mostly Hobie Hawks : RCGroups

June 10t Landing Strip Contest 0 Get closest to the pin. Ribbons for 1 st 2nd gnd 3 rd

July 8th AerobaticsDay 0 TWF/ PWFéJesters, Ahis, Shri
dime

August 1 2th FI'y 6n Swa®p D&y tp&ly n3wap Meet. Clean out your garage

and make room for more birds.

September 9t

Old School Vintage/Classic Woodies Again! 0 BOTs, Olys,
Sagittaséwhat-epwead i s bui lt

October 2 1st

Redman Rules & Landing Contest & Ribbons for 1 st, 2nd and 3 . For the
uninitiated, Redman Rules involve beer can bowling and limbo line.

November 2 5th

No Shopping Saturday & A couple of days after Thanksgiving to get out
of the house

That 6s al |
Blue skies,

Bob Hirsch
TPG Vice President

for this mont h, see he ¢


https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showpost.php?p=50017215&postcount=209
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November F5J Contest Report o Steve Condon , CD

Soaring conditions on Sunday the 13th were perfect for F5J competition . There were low -level
thermals forming , but many were underdeveloped and required quite a bit of finesse to work

while weak , and patience for them to break loose (or not) and gain real altitude (or land early!).
Because there was a 2 -day F5J contest happening on this weekend up in Perris, we h ad a
modest 6 -pilot group which allowed us to fly 6 rounds and be done around noon. Most of this

group has known each other for about three decades so there was some lively banter and

great flying camaraderie. It was a low -key time that was super fun!

As | mentioned, the conditions were a bit tricky and the scores reflect this. If you look at the
point spread on a round by round basis  , you can see the serious carnage that happened. There
was not a lot of middle ground for most of us , except for the one  pilot able to hang consistent
on all 6 flights. Our old pal Arthur finished the contest with a blue ribbon and no round with less
than a 935. Well done, Arthur!!

Sttngup for th contest (Bob Hirsh photo) - ' o n s d)Hisnhaphozo ) (

The F3XVault scores are shown on the next page.

The 5J schedule isout for 2023, so if you have a plane for this task, the experienced pilots will
be happy to assistyou.lhope y o uan Ito come join the fun.

Happy Holidays everyone!!

Steve Condon
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November F5J Contest Report 8 Steve Condon, CD

Rounds (1-6)
Completed Rounds (1 Drop In Effect)

# Pilot Name Total Diff ~ Round1 Round2 Round3 Round4 Round5 Round 6 Sub Drop Pen  Percent
1 ﬂ Arthur Markiewicz %5 & 4943.36 93568 | 1000 | 998.23 962.87 982.26 | 1000 5878.44  935.08 100.00%
2 n Mike Smith 25 = 453272 -41064 | 1000 | 95158 55698 | 1000 1000 | 581.14 5089.71  556.99 91.69%
3 Tom Watson 5 = 4516.04 -1668 57218 | 1000 1000 | 27366 978.89 964.97 4789.70  273.66 91.36%
4 B Steve Condon 25 & 445622 5982 70599 75023 | 1000 | 1000 1000 | 33652 478714 330,92 90.15%
5 Dale Osborn 25 = 4342.06 -11416 81314 66021 983.47 29528 88554 | 1000 463744 29538 87.84%
6 Donvan gundy 5 = 1000.00 -3342.06 | 1000 6:66 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1000.00 20.23%

i i DGR - IR S W i i i e ; : 3 N
Launching my Vixen 2 Cross -Tail (Bob Hirsch photo ) Wi nner, Art hur Mar ki ewi czd
Ultima 2 and my Vixen 2 ( Bob Hirsch photo )



November DLG Contest Report & Chuck Norris , CD

The November F3K contest wrapped up the 2023 F3K series, with eight pilots attending. We flew
six rounds with two groups of four pilots each. This meant everyone was either flying or timing for
every flight group, but we added extra time between groups t 0 give people a little time to enter
scores, prepare airplanes, and visit. The forecast was for Santa Ana winds in the morning, but
fortunately they held off until later in the day.

The day started off with soft lift that built over the first couple of rounds, but by round 3 became
variable enough that scores started to spread out a bit. Then, by the last round (Poker)
conditions were very tough with most people making conservative declarations. Group A saw
good lift develop in the second half of the w i ndow, and three of us m

Windowdé calls, but by the time group B flew, th.
to take its place.

All'in all, it was a very enjoyable contest. There was one midair with no damage, and one pilo t
(me) who had to make an emergency repair on their launch peg, but everyone took their

planes home in one piece, and | think everyone had a good time. The F3KVault scores are
below.

Thanks everyone who participated in F3K this year! Come to the holiday party to see who won
the 2022 F3K Series awards (and enjoy some Phil

Preliminary Overall Standings
Rounds (1-6)

Completed Rounds (No Drops In Effect)

# Pilot Name Total Diff Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round 6
1 n Mengchen Li Bl 5884.55 896.95 1000 1000 1000 987.60 1000

2 a Chuck Norris 5 &) 5553.91 -330.64 801.41 1000 1000 1000 1000 752.50
3 B Gary Fogel =5 & 5177.15 -376.76 1000 1000 971.22 649.34 1000 556.59
4 n John McNeil 2 &) 4722.04 -455.11 1000 1000 927.81 22874 1000 565.49
5 n Justin Tolman & a 4696.47 -25.57 965.27 1000 963.14 469.86 998.20 300.00
6 n Clifford Hunter 25 & 4377.72 318.75 682.88 802.50 813.84 299.65 778.85 1000
7 Dale Oshorn 55 a 3367.69 -1010.03 551.07 450.63 71513 133.08 517.78 1000
8 ﬂ Don Lochhead ¥ & 3316.55 51.14 566.61 675.00 650.25 32839 396.30 700.00
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USA F5J Team Selects 0 Mike Smith

Silent Wings Ranch, SWSS Club Field in Maricopa , AZ
Oct. 28 -30, 2022

I was never Oplanninglbadce® cmmplke e20 23 WS F5J Te
considered entering the contest until about 2 weeks before the event.

Going back about a year e

My buddies over in Germany and Lithuania designed a new F5J model called the Cobalt. It

was a super cool glider that featured a very thin airfoil. Great L/D and penetration was the
promise of the thin wing, but what about thermalling and minimum sink performance ? To
counter the negative aspects of the reduced lift of a thin airfoil, they teamed up with Philip Kolb
and designed an articulated flap system that offered a camber system that more closely

created a curve to the airfoil than just a kink at the flap line. The theory is that with the reduced

drag from a lower deflection angle over two hinge lin es the uber -thin wing could be made to

fly like a thick high camber airfoil without the huge drag penalty of the same camber setting

across one hinge. That was the theory. | had high hopes. And Stream Team does magnificent

wor k, so | s a oneg. Thanthe shoplbdrmed downli Yyhere was lots of damage , but
after some ti me, news arrived that the Cobalt 1
Cobalt any mor e. ltds now called the Phoeni xom

the ashes. After a few months, | got notice that a box was headed for SoCal.

It arrived. It sat on the shelf while | played around

with the big gliders. Then it sat some more. Then

| built it, finally. | maidened it. Flew it a few more
times the following weekend, then took it with me

to the Fall Aerotow in Visalia. | tested t his
newfangled double flap to see if the minimum

sink performance was noticeably better. |
honestly coul d-fflghtsltmadelthati 1
weekend if it was working. This is all happening
around the first of October. | felt like it was going

to be a fun glider to fly, but | was uncertain as to

the effectiveness of the flap system. Also, as an
early production model, my glider came in at an

all-up weight of 50.8 oz. Not a light weight by
todayds examples of 36 o
be tested a gainst other gliders and other pilots,

so | thought, what better way to test the glider

than in a competition, and what better
competition than the Team Selects. Flying over 3
days against the nationo:
the line. | knew they woul d all be sharp and flying
e with their best tactics and their  0AG6 game. So, |
the g rass, NFL  signed up .

¥
&
!

F5J Team Select Graphic painted on
style (Mike Smith photo)
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USA F5J Team Selects 8 Mike Smith (con

Vel T/ Vi )Y 4

i

| know, this is supposed to an
article about the team selects,
but | think itds
why | decided to go. OK, on to
the contest.

The Silent Wings Ranch is a field

purchased by Justin Rizor for

the sole purpose of flying RC

Gliders. All types and sizes of

RC (gliders. Hand launch,

F3Res, F3J, F5J, and

Aerotow/GPS racing gliders at

1/3 and 40% scale. It sits in the

desert to the west of Maricopa,

quite close to Estrella Glider

Port. All  sorts weather

conditions can occur at this

field. The flying field is all grass

and is super friendly to landing 7 ’
5J models. There could not PhoeniDF flat mode cmbesetting.
have been a bette r venue (vike Smith photo)

chosen for this competition.
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USA F5J Team Selects 0 Mike Smith (continued)

60 pilots registered for this competition! It would be one of the biggest team selection contests
ever, if not single biggest. Practice day, Thursday, provided some very nice temperatures and
some calm winds. It was perfect for trimming and tuning and practicing low level thermalling.

Morning thermals actually started showing around 9am. Some very light low -level lift was
present. Everyone was having a good time and were being very smart about not flying if the
sky was too crowded. |l didndét notice any <cr asc

the start of the comp. Of note was that the motor restart rule was set to not allow restarts at
all. 1 was very happy to know that , since that is the way the contest will be run at the World
Cha mps; not being able to restart your motor after trying and failing to find lift in an area and

at an altitude that wondt allow for a glide ba
on a glider afternotfi nding | i ft c¢changes the soaring mind
dondét get me started. Note that | mentioned t

-
North side pits at sunrise ( Mike Smith photo )

Competition day one opened and the wind arrived. With wind in the morning and no known

thermal conditions, the first round was a launch high enough to make 10 minutes without lift

and try to avoid sink kind of round. The first group showed the way and se t the flight plan for
the next groups. Some lift in the form of a light wave was found and guys started trying to
launch low, but still make contact with that lift. 5J is an event where one has to know how fast
oneds glider cl i mbs smb taas targepaltitbde coaskstently. tConsistent i
estimates of altitude by pilot judgement are just not accurate. Many pilots were able to fly out
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USA F5J Team Selects 0 Mike Smith (continued)

the max time in those conditions, so that meant we coul dndét make any mi st
to 12 pilots in each group. So, if your strategy involved scanning the pilots in your group to try
and determine what chance you had to win against them was not at all advisable. Anyone in

the group could pull 0 ut a max from a low launch, so flying just a tad bit on the conservative
side was a good idea. If conditions dropped a thermal right in front of you at 30 meters, sure

take it. To set out to launch low in any round without a clear thermal or worse yet, if what you
thought was a clear thermal vanished, you were going to land early. Silver lining, at least the

landing pattern woul d be c¢cl ear for you. ltds a real bu
yourgroup ,wat ching 11 other pilots climb in a ther mi
yourself with options was so important, even if it was one or two options from an otherwise too

low launch ; not being the lowest guy every time has its own rewards. Remem ber, contestants
only get to drop one bad score  , so having two low scores makes it really tough to recover from.

In fact, all you can do at that point is not lose any more and hope that others have a worse 2 nd
bad flight than you. fordueed6s a hel pless feeling

P (ol
an iX20 beard

i 3. v

Gavin Trussel digging around in his glider with

As | recall, the wind stayed around for most of the day, dying down later in the afternoon for the

last few groups. By the end of the first day, after the drop applied at round 5, the top ten spots
saw all of the hot regulars doing pretty well. | was sitting pretty after applying the drop for a

round where | got beat by Mr. Wurts by about 30 second s. By round 5, the air started developing
and launches got lower. Lowest launch in round 5 was by Charlie Morris in Group 5, 37 meters.
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USA F5J Team Selects 0 Mike Smith (continued)

Day two was a little nicer.  The forecast did not include wind. At least the one source said no
wind, but they were wrong. More  wind, same strategy. But the wind died sooner and allowed
for some more aggressive launches. Lowest launch on day two was in round group 2 at 32
meters by Mr. Wurts. By this group it was clear the conditions had turned. Many, maybe a
majority , of the | aunches were below 100 meters. By round 12 most every pilot in the group was
launching to around 50 meters.

Day three weather was superb. The minimum flight time was increased to 15 minutes. High
launches were the thing until thermals started popping. Group 5 had some low launchers
getting all their times, with Joe Dougherty getting 15 minutes starting from a height of 27 meters!

The next lowest launcher to Joe was Steve Wilcox at 63 meters. That is quite the disparity. By
rounds 15 and 16, the leade rs were being very careful and taking a little higher launches than
others trying to make up ground. Jon Butler, Joe Dougherty and Randy West launched at 30
meters or lower with the next lowest launch being nearly 50 meters. Round 16 saw the wind
switch around and made for some rather interesting groups. | timed for Tom Kiesling in group 2,

and man did he end up way downwind and low. He started to glide back to the field from a

too -low altitude , when he ran smack dab into a nice thermal. If you have ev er seen Tom fly, he
can usually be found as the dude that is furthest away from the field and usually all by himself.

This was one of those quintessentially Kiesling flights. That thermal turned out to be a very nice

one and he climbed out to an even ti nier speck before he started back to the landing zone.
Tom flew very strong over the course of the competition. Flying his own -design T-tailed models.
Very unique , and he made them look very nice in the air.

The contest finished with me taking the top spot (the plane worked fantastic  ally), with Joe Wurts
in2d (i sndt he from NZ these days?) and T% ActuHlly, éhe |
team must include at least the first alternate team pilot , Which is 4 th place, Jim McCarthy. Great
flying all 3 days by everyone , which featured many low saves, some from about 20 f eet. There
was one flight where John Hoff landed his newly modified folding wing Volo after a mid -thermal
love tap broke his tip joiner, but not all the way through. He brought it in for a very nicely
controlled | anding, close to his | anding zone.

The gliders flow included all of the usual suspects : Explorers, Q4s, Volos, Plus Xs, Voyagers,
Prestige 2PKs, Ultimas, Utima 2s, and many others. | think the most represented model there
might have been the Plus X. It seemed like every round had multiple Plus Xs locked and loaded.

There were two PhoenixDFs. Charlie Morris flew his for a few rounds. His is the first fly  ing Phoenix
in the US. | flew my Phoenix for every round. | did not have any ballast provisions, so it flew at

50.8 oz in the wind and in the calm. Float mode is an extreme camber mode | set up and
practiced with on Thursday. Camber measures about 15mm at the root trailing edge! It slows
the glider down , allowing me to keep in in the core of tiny light, low -lever thermals. | fell in love
with float mode on Thursday, and it saved my bacon in one round where Tim Traver was calling

for me. | was battling to climb in some puff on the downwind edge of the field. Tim, air caller

extraordinaire, kept me apprised of a thermal he thought , might be developing over the
upwind edge of the thermal. . ' was maintaining , but nothing was developing. Finally, my luc k
ran out and | had to move toward us and that 0

about 20 ft by then , right about a t the end of the landing tape and | felt a little lift. | turned
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USA F5J Team Selects 0 Mike Smith (continued)

imm ediately and popped it into float mode. Tim was right. There was a thermal developing
there and it was right where | needed it most. Tim, | really owe that one to you.

Things |l 6ve taken away from this Team Srereaseadlt
Blame/Credit that to the US F5J tour. Warren Day is now the Commandant of the Tour. Your

own Torrey Pines Gulls 5J contest series is also very competitive , yet fun for all; a great event to
come out to no matter what your skills are. Therei s no better way to learn than to compete.

- Cag——
e

o

i :
The final podium. Tom Kiesling 3rd, Joe Wurts 2nd, Mike Smith 1st

SWSS served us lunch each day. Pizza, sandwiches, and a taco truck. We did not stop the
competition to eat, so everyone had to pick their time to fuel up carefully so as to not miss
their group or that of the pilot they had committed to time for. The whole event ran very
smoothly. Hats off to Justin and the whole SWSS crew ; fantastic job ! Full scores and metretics
are posted on the FE3XVault.

Super fun ; please make plans to come out and fly some F5J. Even the foamy Radian events
are fun and challenging. Check out the TPG calendar.

Best wishes,
Mike

Check out a few more photos on the following pages


https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=2570
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USA F5J Team Selects 6 Mike Smith (continued)

Jeff Carr, Jim McCarthy, Gavin Trussel, John Armstrong, John Hoff and a few other guys
hanging out at the  north end patio pavilion, Silent Wings Ranch (Mike Smith photo )

SpaceX launch as seen from the SWSS Team Select Field (Mike Smith photo)
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USA F5J Team Selects 0 Mike Smith (continued)

N

Jet contrails at sunrise (Mike Smith photo)

Another shot of the SpaceX launch (Mike Smith photo)
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USA F5J Team Selects 8 Tom Kiesling

My journey to the US F5J team selection began early last summer. From the incarnation of the
event, it was clear that it was the revolutionary change that thermal duration competition
needed. | watched with interest as new models were developed and the event exploded into

one of the more popular disciplines. However, | refrain ed from participating and focused on
flying F3B. With the pandemic, an opportunity presented itself with down time from F3B freeing

up time to build my own F5J model. Building my own molded model had been on my list of
things to do since 2004. In 2006 | got as far as buying a CNC router and a house for it to go into.

By then, European F3J models were getting down to the target weights | was interested in and
motivation for making my own model waned. Then | met my wife and moved to California and

buildi ng a molded model got pushed aside until last summer.

As a motivator to get my model buil t, yF5peventmintl e
it was complete. First flights happened in October of 2021. First contest was a TPG club event.

First Tour event was the December event at the Ranch. This was my first experience at the

Ranch, and after first arriving, it was clear th  at it is a special place created with a lot of hard

work and vision. It was clear that | had a lot to learn, but this contest provided incentive to

prepare for the TS. It was clear my model was competitive enough even though heavy. Next

steps were to bu ild some lighter models and go to a bunch of contests to get myself up to speed

as quickly as | could without going completely overboard.

B oA

at t he TeamSeIects, b u

A couple of my F5J Shlp. Th one on t leftwas fl  own a
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USA F5J Team Selects 6 Tom Kiesling (continued)

mdls. Thié‘E)ne was enered, but nbt fId\)\)/er\',‘iriA th'é'Téam Jskeljets

A;other of“my

Determining how much time and effort to put into preparing for a team selection is an
interesting calculus. F5J has a relatively high standard deviation relative to other soaring
disciplines. Evaluating the point of diminishing returns is something that is different for everyone.

Prior to the TS | was able to fly two events at the Ranch. Thiswase  nough to learn the conditions
there would be challenging and | ikely wouldnodt
lightest model at 46.8 ounces was light enough that building a lighter model for the TS would

not be time well spent. Several practice sessions prior to the TS, | set my ARMT to FAI mode and
focused on getting 10 minutes every flight with high confidence rather than the lowest altitude

possible. Landing practice | only focused enough to get within a few seconds. Spending effort

tryingpt o get the | ast second reliably was again s

For the event itself, SWSS went all out to put on a world class event. This was one of the larger

TS wedve had in recent years, and it The spdy-@aint¥do r
logo on the grass hinted at a Super Bowl caliber event and left one wondering who would be
performing at the half time show. The organization was superb, and the venue delivered.

Conditions were challenging each day and made for great contest conditions.
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USA F5J Team Selects 6 Tom Kiesling (continued)

With five groups, there was plenty of down time and enough spread that the TPG pilots and the

F5Jinla pilots could work together for timing duty. Most rounds | was able to work with Tim Traver

who has been my usual timer at  most events. When Tim and | conflicted, Mike Smith, Warren

Day, Josh Freund, John Butler, and Thomas Cooke were available to help. So, while there
wasndt team protection, finding a familiar ti me

One of th e fun things about the nature of F5J is that altitude weighted scoring leads to last
second saves or misses depending on how well you estimated the margin needed with your

start height. For a high stakes TS, | tend on the conservative side. This typicall y meant launching
10 or 15 meters higher than what | estimated to be necessary. The conditions at the Ranch are
tricky enough that this extra conservatism certainly paid off on several flights.

I wondét go into the detail s ubrydoaantha féw af thehmoreb u t
memorable flights. | had back -to-back rounds in rounds 2 and 3. These were early on Friday o}
the windiest day of the contest. Round 2, I d«
to get into the wave lift that is typically present in the morn
working. All the group got low early in the round, and many landed before 4 minutes. Tim

Johnson and | found a low thermal at around 7 minutes. We were both low and a bit downwind.
Thewi nd was relatively strong, and our climb ra
were the last up and it became clear that whoever could land within 75 meters was going to

win the round. Prior to this flight, | had seen someone land just inside 75 meters, so | knew exactly
where | needed to get to land in bounds. | left the thermal when | felt | could still make the

boundary and drove my model back to the 74 -meter mark. Tim did a few more circles and
landed out. It was an intense flight for ju st the second round. Before | had a chance to
compose myself, | had to fly again in the next group. | launched relatively high, but the air was

still not great. Tim Traver was my caller and he pointed out a bird that was in lift. | started to

slowyhead for it but didndét go all the way to it.
di dnot want to risk a midair i f I di dnot have
thermal. | missed and tried to catch up to Warren, but it was too | ate. | was out the bottom
and there wasndét anything to be done but | and.

to take an even more conservative stance. The lesson learned was to take a breath and reset
between back -to-back rounds.

Round 14 was a r eally fun flight, and it is on video! This was the se cond round of the last day.
The wave wasnodét strong, and the | i ft had just
| aunch but didndt really connect with muhddokingforT
anyone that connected. With about 6 minutes to go in the 15 -minute flight, we spotted Steve
Wilcox Jr. in some nice air. He was in reach, but not very high. You can watch the sequence

in the linked image on the following page . Tuan Le had a live feed of the event and was able

to capture the details of this flight. Bob McGowan joined Junior and | for the last few minutes.

Some of the passes were not as close as they looked in the video. | did my best to maintain
clearance of everyone and recall only one pass that was <cl o
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USA F5J Team Selects 6 Tom Kiesling (continued)

Screenshot of the round 14 video (click on the image to see the video https://youtu.be/WBIVA3Yhbys?t=10388 )

My last flight was also a memorable one. | was in a reasonable position, but not so great that |

could afford to go very high. Randy West was in my group, and he is known to go low. 4 or 5

of us had the same read. | launched to 70 meters and Randy launche d to 36 meters. If | had
my time and a landing, this delta would be fine. We all hooked up initially and things were
looking okay. Quickly the initial thermal broke up or we lost contact. | found a few more
pockets of lift, but nothing solid and was ju st drifting down wind. I
a half mile out. Things were getting a bit desperate. Mike Smith was my caller, and he was
watching Tim Traver and another pilot in an upwind thermal which was likely out of reach, but

really my only f allback position. | started to head for their position knowing that there was a
good chance 1 6d find something before I reachec
Il was, but it wasndt easy t o c on 0lealfthe fueld had alieady
landed early or landed out. As soon as | started upwind, | connected with the heart of the
thermal | was trying to connect with. | was able to wrap it up in the core and establish a healthy

climb rate. | stayed with that thermal until | got to a comfortable altitude about a mile out. |
was able to cruise back at 5 minutes to go for
the heart of the thermal until even later and had to make the 2 -minute dash back to the field

for a well -dese rved 1000 -point round. For me it was an exciting end to a challenging contest.

John Armstrong is a fantastic ambassador for the SWSS club and the soaring community in
general. The selfless effort he puts in to make the event even better than it already was, Is
inspiring. From keeping us fed to keeping the road wet down for dust control to maintain happy
neighbors as well as helping with tools and equipment, he goes above and beyond. Justin Rizor

is equally outstanding in his efforts. He is the reason  the Ranch exists. On top of providing and
maintaining an amazing facility, he also volunteered to work the event as an official. Really a
class act. All the SWSS club members that worked as officials and behind the scenes did a
great job along with the ~ CD, Sandy Smith. Longtime friend, Don Scegiel took on the role of the
head jurist and made sure everything was by the book. This is a difficult thankless job that Don
executed perfectly. Thanks to all 0 you make me proud to be a member of the US soaring
community!

Sincerely,

Tom Kiesling


https://youtu.be/WBlVA3Yhbys?t=10388
https://youtu.be/WBlVA3Yhbys?t=10388
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« ® 8 TPG History: The Trophy & Gary Fogel Il ma
I
This Month: John Bruner, 2010 Modeler of the Year

Once again, we come to a modeler who meant a lot to the Torrey Pines Gulls but for which | do
not have a | ot of information. |1 0dve tried witho
OK but | w as unable to interview him for this article which is really a shame.

John joined the club sometime in the late 1970s. He mainly fle w for the enjoyment of the hobby
and camaraderie with friends and did not partake in too many contests. He was often found at
Hourglass Field in Mira Mesa enjoying thermals from the winch on the weekends. As the Class B
2-meter category was then new on the scene, John became interested in it and began flying a
Questor. Again, not being a contest sort of guy,
he placed 12 t out of 12 but had a good time
with friends Frank Cox, Bob Peck, Larry Fogel,
Roger Taylor, Alex Mladineo, and contest
winner Al Doig. John also enjoyed flying an
Olympic 650.

In 1979, John volunteered to assist as
Newsletter Editor and also club photogra  pher,
and this continued into 1980. That same year
the fimesero®Worl d Cup Co
at Lancaster, California. This was well attended

by 50 contestants including Al Doig, Don
Edberg, Rick Schrameck, Roger Taylor, Bob
Torres, and Bob Worley. T here was a lot of
growth in 2 -meter at that time . John helped do
his part locally to encourage that enthusiasm.
Under tough and cold conditions on January

19-2 0, 1980, TPGer Bob To
took first place with Don Edberg second by

only 3.9 points flying a Sagitta 600.
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TPG History: The Trophy (continued)

During 1980 as Editor , John took many different aliases in the list of the Board of Directors ; sometimes calling himself Tony
DeThermal. By mid -1 980, Pepper Kay expressed interest in the role of
what was going on for John s uch that his term was so limited.

In 1983, John volunteered to serve as Secretary for the
Gulls. In those days the club still had its monthly meetings
at the Aerospace Museum. But once again, by 1984 he
was back to just having fun flying with the club. Throughout
the 1980s, 1990s, and 2000s, John would appear every now
and thenata contest or afun fly, always keeping in touch
with friends. He also enjoyed beinga  member of the Torrey
Pines Scale Soaring Society for a time, flying with them at
their thermal field in Rancho Penasquitos for weekly fun flys.

In the late 2000s the club was in dire need of a solid raffle
chairman. The job was done so expertly for so man y years
by Ron Scharck and others to amass amazing prizes at
each general meeting. It often felt like there were so many
prizes that despite more than 80 people attending a
meeting , a majority went home with something. The raffles
and guest speakers became a main attraction, and the
club needed someone to step up to continue it. John
volunteered for this post 1in
Butler for periods, between 2007 -2010 John really pushed
hard to continue the excellence of the raffle. Month after
month going to the hobby shops ; with a TPG budget in
mind, buying up stuff, advertising it in the newsletter,
encouraging people to attend at the field, holding out
some gems for the end of year
of work! As a result of all of this hard work, TPG decided in
2010 to honor John with the Modeler of the Year Award.

He was definitely in the trenches helping to make the club
meetings fun and exciting for all.

John Bruner with his 2 -meter Airtronics Questor at
Hourglass Field in 1978.
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John continued flying with the club through the 2010s but health issues made it harder to do so. It was a pleasure seeing him
attendthe 50 "anni ver sary virtual party for TPG on zoom duri

ng
John was one of those guys who was always behind the scenes doing what was needed for the club in a very friendly and
happy way.

t he

TR
.
/

Don Edberg (left) and Roger Tay  lor (right) freezing while soaring at the first Don Edberg (left), Bob Torres (middle), Roger Taylor (right) watching Bob go
ever 2 -meter World Cup in 1980 (Larry Fogel photo ). waaaaaaay downwind during one of his flights at the 2 -meter World Cup.

Bob became the first champ for this series and TPG did well as a club!
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Club Membership Update o Cliff Hunter

Hello Gulls,

For the 2022 calendar year , the club membership was 134. That is great
news! With ttmeto renaw ydur TPGM&mbership for calendar
year 2023 . Please use th e link below when joining as a new member or
renewing an existing membership. Fill out  the registration form completely
and pay using PayPal, credit card or check. If you have not signed up for
the TPG Google Group, you will be sent an individual email when
becoming a membe .

Cliff Hunter

http://www.torreypinesqulls.org/membership/

Membership Activity Summary as of  November 21, 2022
The tabl e below is a summary of lifetime members, new and renewed full members, and youth
members; based on completed  registration forms received from members

2023 Membership Totals
Date 11-21-2022
New Members 6
Renewal Members 29
Total new/re new al members for 2023 35

Membership Processing

Please use th e link below when joining as a new member or renewing an existing membership.

Fill out the registration form completely and pay using PayPal, credit card or check . Current
members will receive a ren ewal notice using the TPG Google  Group email process. If you have
not signed up for the TPG Google Group, you will be sent an individual email.
http://www.torreypinesqulls.ora/membership/

All new and renewing members will receive a membership card and key (if requested, for
Encinitas and Poway) . The key provides access to the gates at our Encinitas and Poway flying
sites. Members who fly at the Torrey Pines Gliderport and are Gliderport rated will receive a club
lanyard from a club representative at the Gliderport. Members must wear the lanyard wi th the
membership card attached when flying at the Gliderport, for safety reasons. Remember, you

must have a current AMA membership to join TPG. To join AMA, follow this link:
https ://join.modelaircraft.org/torreypinesqulls/

Please contact me at: membership@torreypinesqulls.org  if you have not received your
me mbership materials or have any membership -related questions .



http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership/
https://join.modelaircraft.org/torreypinesgulls/
mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership/
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Club Membership Update  (continued)

Annual Membership
TPGOs member shi p p etthromgd Decesnbed 3 n ¥ Rengwald begin November 1 st
of each year.

Club Dues are as follows:

1 Full Members 0 $60 per year
1 Youth Members (19 years or younger) 0 $5 per year
1 Student Members (full-time) o $30 per year
1 Work Credit You will receive a creditof  up to $20 on your annual dues; $10 per each half -
day working at any TPG flying field. When filling out your registration form, there is a place
to input your hours/credit.
New members joining in the first six months of the year pay the full rate. Those | oining in July
through September pay half the applicable rate. If you are a new member joining in October
through December, you pay the full rate, but your membership is considered paid through t he

end of the following year.

You can get more detailed in  formation regarding your yearly membership benefits by using the
following link: Torrey Pines Gulls Membership Guide , which will provide answerst o many of you r
guestions regarding Torrey Pines Gulls activities. Also review the TPG Club Bylaws for more
information at: Club Bylaws

760-703-4497 cell

Cliff Hunter Sample Membership Card
Membership Chairman Torrey Pines Gulls Rcﬁring Society
membership@torreypinesgulls.org Clifford Hunter ~~ AMA 390862

Card Issued 11/1/2022

Note: TPG membership information will not be share  d or sold and will only be used to contact
members for purposes of TPG business.


https://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/TPG-Member-Reference-Guide_November-2021.pdf
https://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/TPG-Bylaws_Jan-2022.pdf
mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
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Where We Fly d Panoramas 0 lan Cummings

Here are | an Cummingsd i mmersive panor amaodd-farfousolorrey
Pines Gliderport, Poway Flight Center, where each year the club sponsors the IHLGF (International Hand
Launch Glider Festival) and the Encinitas Flight Center. Clicking on the pictures takes you to our sites:

Click on this photo to visit the Torrey Pines Gliderport.

Click on this photo to visit the TPG Poway Flight Center.



http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/IHLGF-2017/IHLG.htm
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/IanEncinitas/Encinitas.htm
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/IanTorrey2018/Torrey_.htm

