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Chuck Norris  

 

 

Hi everyone! I am excited and a bit 

intimidated to be representing this 

fine club as president for 2023!   I 

have huge shoes to fill, and Iõll do 

my best to live up to the high 

standards set by previous 

presidents.   We start the new year 

with the club in a very healthy 

place.   Membership looks good, 

and the club leadership is a very 

experienced, hard -working team.   

 

One goal I have for 2023 is to attract new members to the 

hobby and to the club. The new F3L (F3 RES) series is already 

showing some good participation, even before our new 

competition series has launched. I plan to participate as well. 

My first ever RC sailpl ane was a Gentle Lady, and Iõm very 

much looking forward to flying a 2 -meter built -up plane 

again.   If any of you have 2 -meter balsa planes still in your 

hangar, come out and join us for fun and/or competition! The 

limits on construction and materials prom ise to make F3L a 

low -cost way to participate in our fine hobby, allowing new 

pilots to join in without having to invest a lot of money.  

 

Also, F3K, TD and F5J are often fascinating to spectators, but 

once they hear how much these birds cost new, potential  

new pilots turn to thinking òmaybe somedayó instead of òletõs 

get started!ó. Iõd like to encourage our experienced pilots to 

consider passing along their older planes to new pilots at 

price points that are a little more approachable for someone 

with inter est, but isnõt ready to invest in a brand-new aircraft.  

 

 

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/


 
 

 

  

PAGE 2 GULL WINGS NEWSLETTER ð JANUARY 2023 

  

And this is true for all flying disciplines. We each have our own ideas  about what kind of flying is 

most interesting.   Consider passing along your enthusiasm to a new pilot!   If youõre a sloper, TD 

pilot, triangle racer or cross -country enthusiast, consider if you have something in your hangar 

you might be willing to pass al ong to a new pilot, along with help repairing, setting up, and 

potentially teaching new pilots how to fly. I personally have several planes in my hangar that 

Iõm planning to get flying and then pass along at a modest cost. 

 

Iõm very proud to be a part of this great organization and Iõm looking forward to seeing what 

we can do in 2023!  

 

Happy New year, Everyone!  

 

Chuck  

 

Message from the President  (continued)  

 

 
Brad Langõs Super Hawk over Torrey (Aaron Wallace photo) 
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TPG January / February  Events 

DATE EVENT COMMENTS 
January 7 th  January Kickoff Fun Fly ð Bring 

What You Have!  

Torrey Pines Gliderport  

No Contest Registration Required  

Fun Fly! 

January 8 th  F5J Contest  Poway  Flight Center  

Register on  F3X Vault  

January 14 th  DLG Contest  Poway Flight  Center  

Register on  F3X Vault  

January 28 th  F5J Fun Fly Poway Flight  Center  

Register on  F3X Vault  

February 11 th  Fly & Swap - A Day to Fly + Swap 

Meet. Clean out your garage 

and make room for more birds.  

Torrey Pines Gliderport  

No Contest Registration Required  

Fun Fly! 

February 12 th  TD Contest  Encinitas Flight  Center  

Register on  F3X Vault  

February 18 th  DLG Contest  Poway Flight  Center  

Register on  F3X Vault  

February 25 th  F3L (F3RES) Contest Encinitas Flight  Center  

Register on  F3X Vault  

February 28 th  Virtual Club Meeting  Zoom link: TPG Virtual Meeting Zoom Link  

 

 
Georgeõs Strega flyby (Marty Dine photo) 

https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=2593
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=2614
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=2601
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=2588
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=2615
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=2625
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85963483461?pwd=VERSL25RL0w1UGFGcjlxenlVUjArUT09
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Club Meetings, Contests and Activities  
 
The Torrey Pines Gulls hosts monthly contests, fun -fly events, LSF (League of Silent Flight) Soaring 

Accomplishment Program, onsite clinics and bi -monthly club meetings.  

 

Our club m eetings are currently conducted via Zoom, so itõs really easy to join in, chat with flying 

buddies and  hear  a great presentation about RC soaring and related topics éand donõt forget 

our monthly raffle!  

 
 Our last meeting was the Annual Holiday Party at AleSmith Brewing Company. Check out the 

recap on the following pages.  

 

Our next club meeting, which will be a virtual meeting on Zoom, is scheduled for February 28 th 

at 7:00 pm. Weõre working on bringing you another year of great presentations and some cool 

raffle prizes.  

 

Be on the lookout for upcoming meeting details and scheduling for all TPG and related events 

in the Newsletter and on the Torrey Pines Gulls website at:  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org   and http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/  

 

Newsletter This Month - Dale Gottdank  

Please contribute to our 

 

Send pictures, or maybe even an article!   It could be just a paragraph with 

some photos from a great soaring day éeven something interesting youõve 

seen on the internet. Iõd like to have the newsletter published by the first week 

of every month . If thereõs a project youõre working on, donõt just post it on 

RCGroupséshare it with your club!  

 

January  Issue highlights include:  

ü Holiday Party Recap  ð page 5 

ü 2011 Modeler of the Mark Wood  by Gary Fogel  ð page 16 

ü New F3L/F3-RES Contest Series  ð page 25 

ü Photo of the Month  Contest ð page 34 

 

Please send in your articles or photos  (communications@torreypinesgulls.org ) 

by the  25th of each month so they can be included in the monthly newsletter . 

If there are too many, weõll save them for the next issue. Photos should be in 

their original, high -resolution format.  The newsletter can be found on the 

Torrey Pines Gulls website at http://www.torreypinesgulls.org . 

Dale Go ttdank  

 

 

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/
mailto:communications@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
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Holiday Party Rec ap ð Dale Gottdank  

  

Happily, this yearõs Holiday 

Party happened AFTER the 

stormy weather had passed 

through San Diego (kind of like 

last year) and we had about 30 

TPG members, family and 

friends attending . We were 

treated to delicious ribs, 

chicken, potato salad and 

baked beans from Philõs BBQ, 

provided by TPG, along with 

excellent brews from 

AleSmithõs extensive menu. I 

enjoyed their Pale Ale .394; 

named in honor of To ny 

Gwynnõs Gwynnõs career high batting average achieved in 1994. Anyway, back to the partyé Outgoing 

TPG president, Ian Cummings assembled photos and videos from the past year into a slideshow 

we enjoyed on the big -screen TV in the private party room.  

 
Dale Gottdank photo  

 
   Dale Gottdank photo  

 

 
Dale Gottdank photo  

 

 
     Dale Gottdank photo  
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Cookies for dessert, some more brew and lots of glider talk , and it was time to get down to 

business: Electing a slate of Executive Council officers for 2023; a warding of prizes for the 202 2 

Contest Series and Modeler of the Year Award.  

 

Officers for 2023 are:  

President:   Chuck Norris  Thermal Coordinator:  Tom Watson  

Vice President:  Gary Fogel   Slope Coordinator:  Mark Baldacchino  

Secretary:   Dale Gottdank  DLG Coordinator:   Justin Tolman  

Treasurer:  Don Lochhead  Membership Chairman  Cliff Hunter  

Communications:  Dale Gottdank        

 

This year, the competition awards were DLG Open Class, TD, F5J and Combined TD & F5J Open 

Class. 1st, 2nd , and 3 rd Place plaques were awarded for each.  Thanks to TPG Vice -President Bob 

Hirsch for coordinating all the award plaques. Award winners are listed below .  

Holiday Party Rec ap (continued)  

CONTEST FORMAT CLASS 1ST PLACE 2nd  PLACE 3RD PLACE 
TD OPEN Mike Smith  Tom Watson  Arthur 

Markiewicz  

F5J OPEN Mike Smith  

 

Arthur 

Markiewicz  

Tom Watson  

COMBINED TD & F5J OPEN Mike Smith  Arthur 

Markiewicz  

Tom Watson  

DLG OPEN Gary Fogel  

 

Mengchen Li  Ron Rosetti 

 

This yearõs TPG Modeler of the Year 

Award goes to Mark Baldacchino. Mark 

has been serving as TPGõs Slope 

Coordinator since January 2019 . In 

addition to providing his monthly òNews 

from the Slopeó report for the newsletter, 

heõs been able to build on our traditional 

Gliderport events by expanding the 

program into a variety of monthly Fun 

Flys. Working with the Gliderport 

concessionaire and the Torrey Pines 

Soaring Council, heõs helped maintain 

good relations between the RC and 

paragliding communities ; and 

co ordinate the Katie Martin International 

Tribute Fly-In.  Congratulations and 

thanks, Mark ! 

2022 TPG MODELER OF THE YEAR ð MARK BALDACCHINO 
 

 
TPG president Ian Cummings (right) presenting the Modeler of 

the Year award to Mark (left). Markõs wife, Patty and VP Bob 

Hirsch at center (Dale Gottdank photo)  
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  Holiday Party Rec ap (continued)  

Below are a few photos of the winning pilots who were present at the Holiday Party. 

Congratulations, guys!  

 

 

 
Mengchen Li, 2nd  Place DLG, with DLG Coordinator 

Chuck Norris . Excellent! (Dale Gottdank photo ) 

 

 
 

 
Mark Baldacchino, TPG 2022 Modeler of the Year (Dale 

Gottdank photo)  

 

 
Markõs name added to the trophy plaque (Dale Gottdank 

photo)  
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Bob Hirsch for  

Mark Baldacchino  

 
Mengchen Li, won  the  raffle prize ð a vintage 

Dodgson Todi kit (Dale Gottdank photo)  

Holiday Party Rec ap (continued)  

 
Mike Smith, 1 st Place in TD, F5J and Combined 

TD/F5J. Congrats Mike!  Cliff Hunter at right  (Dale 

Gottdank photo ) 

 
1983 Modeler of the Year, Angelo Orona talking 

about the òold daysó at Torrey (Dale Gottdank 

photo ) 

 
Arthur Markiewicz, 3 rd Place in TD; 2 nd  Place in F5J and 

Combined F5J/TD. Nicely Done! (Dale Gottdank 

photo)  
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Another year at the Torrey Pines Gliderport has passed , ending  with an 

improving relationship with most (weõre still working on it) of the 

paraglider  flight directors and instructors.  Plus, getting into the habit of 

having a spotter when we fly has helped reduce the number of close 

calls with paragliders.   Letõs keep it up as we enter the New Year!  

 

Some things to remember for January. Donõt forget to re-up your waiver 

at the Gliderport. Theyõve streamlined the process, so it doesnõt take very 

long; and itõs all done on your phone. Also, the clubõs first event of the 

year happens on Saturday Jan. 7th. Itõs a Fun Fly...ó Bring what you have,ó 

or as I like to say, òFling what you bring .ó 

 
 

 

 

 

News from the Slope ð Mark Baldacchino,  Slope Coordinator  

 
Bob Hirsch for  

Mark Baldacchino  

Most importantly , we all hope to see our official Slope Coordinator, Mark Baldacchino, back at 

the slope starting sometime this month. Mark has endured most of 2022 going through multiple 

eye surgeries and months of healing. Looking forward to a full recovery!  

 

Iõd like to share some random photos I took at the Gliderport during  2022; some new members, 

new builds about to be maidened, the Katie Martin International Tribute Fly -In, etc.   

 

It was my pleasure to fill in for Mark and as a result, get to know more members in 20 22.  

 

Hereõs to a happy and healthy New Year of flying at Torrey! 
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 News from the Slope (continued)  
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News from the Slope (continued)  
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News from the Slope (continued)  
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News from the Slope (continued)  
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  News from the Slope (continued)  

 

 



 
 

 

  

PAGE 15 GULL WINGS NEWSLETTER ð JANUARY 2023 

 

 

    

 
Hereõs our schedule of fun fly events for 2023. We hope to see you at the slope this year!  

News from the Slope (continued)  

 

Thatõs all for this month, see you all in the air and please fly safe! 

 

Blue skies, 

 

Bob Hirsch  

 

 
 

TPG Gliderport Schedule for 202 3 

January 7 th 2023 Kickoff Event ð Bring what you have.  

February 11 th Fly ôn Swap ð A Day to Fly + Swap Meet. Clean out your garage and 

make room for more birds.  

March 11 th Scale Planes ð Both TPG and TPSSS Fun Fly Day 

April 15 th Old School Vintage/Classic Woodies ð BOTs, Olys, Sagittaséwhatever is 

built -up wood  

May 13 th Foamies ð Ahis, Alulas, Ka -8õs, RadianséIf itõs foam, this is your day! 

June 3 rd   11th Annual Katie Martin International Tribute. A Bob Martin event for 

mostly Hobie Hawks : RCGroups  

June 10 th Landing Strip Contest ð Get closest to the pin. Ribbons for 1 st, 2nd  and 3 rd  

July 8th Aerobatics Day ð TWF/PWFéJesters, Ahis, Shrikes; whatever turns on a 

dime  

August 1 2th Fly ôn Swap Again! ð A Day to Fly + Swap Meet. Clean out your garage 

and make room for more birds.  

September 9th Old School Vintage/Classic Woodies Again! ð BOTs, Olys, 

Sagittaséwhatever is built-up wood  

Oct ober 2 1st  Redman Rules & Landing Contest ð Ribbons for 1 st, 2nd  and 3 rd. For the 

uninitiated, Redman Rules involve beer can bowling and limbo line.  

November 2 5th No Shopping Saturday ð A couple of days after Thanksgiving to get out 

of the house  

 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showpost.php?p=50017215&postcount=209
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TPG History:  The Trophy ð Gary Fogel  

 

 

 

  

 
 

This Month: Mark Wood , 2011 Co -Modeler of the Year  
 

2011õs Modeler of the Year trophy was shared by three club members, Don Lochhead, Mark 

Wood and Mark Canfield. Weõve already covered Don Lochhead, 2009 Modeler of the Year in 

the November 2022 issue of Gull Wings. This month, Iõll focus on Mark Wood and next, on Mark 

Canfield.  

 

Mark Wood was interested in ai rplanes at an early age. Growing up near El Monte, California he 

used to ride his bike to watch airplanes at the local airport. He made some early attempts at 

building stick and glue model aircraft at age 15 but most of these would be toasted shortly after  

they left the building board.  After high school, Mark enlisted in the U.S. Navy and was assigned 

to the USS Kitty Hawk between 1973 -1977 and learned the skills of an electrician.  The Kitty Hawk  

was as stationed at North Island, San Diego 

and he enjoyed his service on board the 

second aircraft carrier named after the 

location made famous by the Wright Brothers.  

 

After leaving the Navy, Mark worked as an 

electrician in Navy shipyards, mainly in the 

state of Washington. It was there , in one of the 

shipyard shops that he overheard someone 

talking about a new generation of model 

airplanes ð those made of an indestructible 

type of foam.  He was seriously intrigued and 

went to the local hobby shop to buy his first RC 

plane, a Multiplex Teddy. This was in about 

1992. The Teddy was a basic beginnerõs model 

with a pusher prop set behind the wing 

operating on a Speed 400 brushed motor and 

plastic prop. It wasnõt very efficient, but it was 

the gateway drug that hooked Mark. Soon 

after Mark learned of powered foam flying 

wings offered by Zagi.  
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       TPG History:  The Trophy (continued)         TPG History:  The Trophy (continued)  

These too used Speed 400 motors in a pusher configuration and Mark and his friends enjoyed zooming around the field at  Port 

Orchard Airport with Zagis, Razors, and other flying wings, destroying several in the process. Flights were generally quite s hort 

due to the small batteries , but improved larger motors meant additional thrust and speed requiring  even larger battery p acks.  

Mark found a nice bat tery pack from the RC car industry made of 

AA cells, folded it in half and put that in the Zagi. With that pack 

and an improved motor, he was able to stay up for 15 minutes at 

a time, making his friends rather jealous. At the time, he was 

interested mainly  in speed and aerobatics. The planes survived 

long enough until the foam in the center of the wing became 

òsoftó after a sufficient number of hard landings and crashes. In this 

condition , a really super -fast flying wing when stressed at high 

speed would enter flutter, leading to an eventual ejection of the 

battery, and spectacular disintegration. If the plane is going to end 

up in the trash can, it might as well go out in style ! 

 

In about 1998, Mark was sent from the shipyard in Washington State 

back to North Island in San Diego to serve as an electrical 

supervisor on some new facilities at the base. It was during this time 

that he discovered the Dymond Modelsports hobby store in Kearny 

Mesa and its host of other aircraft offered for sale.  Helmut and his 

wife ran a very òEuropeanó hobby store where it was possible to 

buy imported kits but also parts for many different aircraft. Mark 

purchased a 60ó wingspan electric sailplane, first outfitted with a 

Speed 400 but then upgraded to a brushless motor with faster and 

faster speeds. While Mark was aware of model clubs in San Diego 

it wasnõt long before he travelled back up to Washington State to 

continue with his regular line of work, taking the e lectric sailplane 

with him.  Flying one day from the shoreline at Long Beach, 

Washington, he realized that as he neared the cliff nearby, he 

could throttle back and ridge soar. Free lift! This was cool. A bald 

eagle came from nowhere and joined him, wingtip  to wingtip in 

paired soaring flight, with people on the beach commenting how 

cool it was. After this, Mark was now a soaring addict.   

 
With NCFM (North County Flying Machines) Halfpipe at Daveõs 

Beach, 2005  
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       TPG History:  The Trophy (continued)  

Western Washington state has some slopes near the ocean ; however, many are covered with trees. Working a day job as an 

electrician for a nearby retirement home , he noticed that the home had a clearing so that the view of the ocean could be 

enjoyed. From here he enjoyed ridge soaring on occasion ; and also at the  west end of the Hood River Bridge. At the latter 

location , recovery was not an option and every landing had to be perfect. At Lacey, Washington , Mark saw Dieter Mahlein  

flying an F5B plane using a large pack of sub -C NiCad cells which were common at the t ime. Mark really liked the grace and 

speed of F5B and it further fueled his interest.  

 

Finally, in 2002, the shipyard in Washington made Mark an offer he couldnõt refuse; offering a permanent relocation to San 

Diego. Woohoo! He was now able to start enjoy ing many of the different aspects of both electric model aircraft and RC soaring 

that San Diego had to offer. During this time, he met a few people from TPG and other clubs. He was also very familiar with t he 

famous Torrey Pines Gliderport.  

 

Mark began fl ying exhibitions at RC model shows, first at the RCX show and later at the AMA Expo (both of which helped 

organize for many years). At one of the RCX shows at about this period a friend (Charlie Wang) showed Mark a new type of 

flat silver battery and promi sed that this LiPo pack would forever change aeromodelling. Mark was already flying with many 

well -positioned friends : Jim T. Graham  (original owner of RC Groups) ; Jim Burke (current owner of RC Groups) ; Sean Palmer 

(owner of Castle Creations), etc. While LiPo was the rage, people were charging them with any charger possible and as a 

result LiPo fires became well known. After Markõs friend Tim Gantz had a serious fire with a LiPo, Mark took interest in doing 

something about improving the situation. Some mod elers were using bulky ammo cans to store and bring their LiPos to the 

field . A few brave souls stored their LiPos in old firefighter socks made of a fireproof cloth. While at North Island, Mark eyed a 

welding table and there nearby was some welding cloth.  He put two and two together and came up with a working prototype 

of a storage bag for LiPo batteries made from the welding cloth. Despite the difficulty of sewing that glass cloth, tests wit h a 3 

cell LiPo indicated that the idea had merit.  

 

With a secon d prototype that included a flap at the top of the sack, Mark took them to his friend Steve Belknap , who at the 

time was a leading distributor of battery packs for the electric aircraft community through his company Diversity Model Aircr aft. 

Steve immediat ely saw the financial opportunity. Steve convinced Mark that it was time to go into business and start selling 

these bags right away. Mark was the ideas guy;  Steve was the businessman ; who would be the seamstress? Mark knew a lady 

named Tracy Gantz who sew ed uniforms for local schools and hired her to make as many bags as she could. She produced 

50 bags on a Thursday night. Mark and Steve took these the next Friday morning to the Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego (SE FSD) 

field near Sea World for the large  2006 Midwinter Electrics event that was happening that weekend. Steve offered the bags 

for sale in his Diversity Model Aircraft booth. By the end of the day all 50 were sold. The next night Tracy worked again to 

produce 50 bags. These were brought to the field on Saturday morning and by noon all 50 were sold.  
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The next night Tracy worked again to produce 50 

bags. These were brought to the field on Saturday 

morning and by noon all 50 were sold. These bags 

became the beginning of a new company 

Woodworks Products which markets the now very 

popular òLiPo Sackó via www.liposack.com . Knockoff 

products have been offered internationally but the 

LiPo Sack continues to be the leader in the field. 

(Please check out the Survivors Gallery on the above 

link to really see how well the bag holds up to LiPo fires. 

The result of this safety device is many garages, cars, 

and people saved.) Mark continues to sell the LiPo 

Sack not only to the hobby market but also with 

alteration to the airline industry that su ffers from the 

same concern about LiPo fires.  

 

In about 2002 Mark also started flying regularly at slope 

soaring sites in San Diego County, including those 

operated by the TPG and those not , such as Lake 

Hodges, Daveõs Beach, Horse Canyon and other sites.  

       TPG History:  The Trophy (continued)  

 
Mark Woodõs LipoSacks have saved lots of models and garages! To learn more check 

out www.liposack.com  

 

He flew many different aerobatic planes including a stretched -wing CR Contender originally built by Steve Condon (a plane 

he still owns), a Pike Precision, a foamy Ka -8, etc. Markõs chief interest was in having fun, and not competition. His enjoyment 

was f lying with friends like Mark Canfield or Marty Dine, following each other in the endless lift at Torrey, and having good 

times. At the end of 2009, Mark volunteered to serve as Slope Coordinator for 2010 at a time when Mark Canfield and Marty 

Dine also vol unteered to help run the TPG. This was at a time when Robin Marien had just begun  his service as c oncessionaire 

at the Gliderport and relations between the PG/HG and RC werenõt all that great. Mark Wood, Mark Canfield, and Marty 

Dine helped to turn that ar ound and keep the site secured for RC soaring.  

 

Mark wood helped train new pilots, get them set up with Torrey ratings, etc. He was also good friends with Bob Martin and 

encouraged the organization of the Katie Martin  International Tribute fun fly, an annu al tradition that continues to  the  present. 

One of Mark Woodõs happiest memories at Torrey was the day when Dale Gottdank returned to Torrey after a life-altering 

illness. Mark handed him the transmitter to a Gentle Lady and enjoyed helping his friend Dale  get back in the sky.  

 

http://www.liposack.com/
http://www.liposack.com/
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       TPG History:  The Trophy (continued)  

 
At Torrey, helping Dale Gottdank, who suffered a spinal cord 

injury a year before, get back in the air. BTW, Daleõs now walking 

with the aid of a walker.  

 

 
Mark Wood (left) helping newcomer Jim Rellas (right) check out his new sloper 

at Torrey. (March, 2010 issue of Gull Wings)  

 

 
A typical Torrey day ten years ago (Gull Wings, March 2012 ) 

 

By 2011, Mark retired and needed to move to Tehachapi. This 

required that he give up his po sition as Slope Coordinator to Alvaro 

Corzo, something he wished he didnõt have to do. But he 

continued flying RC at slopes in the Tehachapi area, and earlier 

this year just moved with his wife to Pensacola, Florida. There arenõt 

a lot of hills in Florida but Iõm going to bet that Mark will find and fly 

them soon.   

 

Markõs motto in life is that things happen for a reason ð we should 

be grateful for what we get and if you are grateful then things will 

keep going. Heõs grateful for his time with friends in the TPG and for 

having been honored with the 2011 Modeler of the Year Award for 

his service to the club at the slope.  

 


