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Chuck Norris  

 

 

Hi everyone,  

Iõd like to invite you to help us 

choose the 2023 Modeler of the 

Year.   This award goes to a club 

member who has shown 

outstanding service to the club 

and is deserving of 

recognition.   This is a pretty cool 

awar d. Your name will be 

permanently engraved on the 

MOY trophy along with many other 

notable club members from ye ars 

past, and get to display it proudly  

in In your home for the year.   But most 

importantly, winners join a group of 

exceptional club members from 

years past who have helped make 

this club what it is today.  

 

The deadline for nominations is 

October 15 . Please submit your 

nominations along with a short 

blurb about why you feel they 

deserve recognition to :  

Dale Gottdank at:  

secretary@torreypinesgulls.org . 

 

 

(continued next page)  

 

 

 

S
E

P2023

 

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
mailto:secretary@torreypinesgulls.org


 
 

 

  

 

PAGE 2 GULL WINGS NEWSLETTER ð SEPTEMBER 2023 

 
 
  

 

TPG September/October  Events 

DATE EVENT COMMENTS 
September 9 th    Old School Vintage/Classic 

Woodies Again! ð BOTs, Olys, 

Sagittaséwhatever is built-up 

wood  

Torrey Pines Gliderport  

No Contest Registration Required  

Fun Fly! 

September 10 th  TD Contest cancelled   

September 23 rd   Poway Invitational  

DLG Contest  

Poway Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault  

October 15 th    F5J Contest  Poway Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault  

October 21 st  DLG Contest  Poway Flight Center  

Register on  F3X Vault  

October 21 st   Redman Rules & Landing 

Contest ð Ribbons for 1 st, 2nd  and 

3rd. For the uninitiated, Redman 

Rules involve beer can bowling 

and limbo line.  

Torrey Pines Gliderport  

No Contest Registration Required  

Fun Fly! 

October 24 th   Club Virtual Meeting  Zoom link: TPG Virtual Meeting Zoom Link  

October 28 th   F5J Fun Fly Poway  Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault  

 

Back on June 16, a group of TPGulls 

enjoyed a tour of General Atomics 

Poway Manufacturing Facilities 

arranged by TPG member Scott 

McCurdy. The tour was led by fellow 

GA employee Bill Townsend.  

 

As a token of TPGõs appreciation, 

last month I was able to present Bill 

with a custom TPG logo Yeti 

insulated mug. The very educational 

tour was enjoyed by all par ticipants.   

Thanks, Bill! 

 

Until next monthé 

 

Chuck  

Message from the President (continued)  

 

https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=2622
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=2596
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=2623
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85963483461?pwd=VERSL25RL0w1UGFGcjlxenlVUjArUT09
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=2604
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Club Meetings, Contests and Activities  
 
The Torrey Pines Gulls hosts monthly contests, fun -fly events, LSF (League of Silent Flight) Soaring 

Accomplishment Program, onsite clinics and bi -monthly club meetings.  

 

Our club m eetings are currently conducted via Zoom, so itõs really easy to join in, chat with flying 

buddies and  hear  a great presentation about RC soaring and related topics éand donõt forget 

our monthly raffle!  

 
 Our next meeting is October 24 th. 

 

     
 

Be on the lookout for upcoming meeting details and scheduling for all TPG and related events 

in the Newsletter and on the Torrey Pines Gulls website at:  

http://www.torr eypinesgulls.org   and http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/  

 

Newsletter This Month - Dale Gottdank  

Please contribute to our GULLWINGS NEWSLETTER

 

Send pictures, or maybe even an article!   It could be just a paragraph with 

some photos from a great soaring day éeven something interesting youõve 

seen on the internet. Iõd like to have the newsletter published by the first week 

of every month . If thereõs a project youõre working on, donõt just post it on 

RCGroupséshare it with your club!  

 

September  Issue highlights include:  

ü Message from the President ð Modeler of the Year Nominations  

ü 2012 Modeler of the Year Marty Dine  by Gary Fogel  

ü Thermal and Slope LSF Day  

ü Photo of the Month Contest  

 

Please send in your articles or photos  (communications@torreypinesgulls.org ) 

by the  25th of each month so they can be included in the monthly newsletter . 

If there are too many, weõll save them for the next issue. Photos should be in 

their original, high -resolution format.  The newsletter can be found on the 

Torrey Pines Gulls website at http://www.torreypinesgulls.o rg . 

Dale Go ttdank  

 

 

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/
mailto:communications@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
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Mark Baldacchino  

 

News from the Slope ð Mark Baldacchino,  Slope Coordinator  

If youõve been on a summer vacation, welcome back! For those of you who stuck around and 

did a stay -cation, endured the summer heat and even a bit of  rain and wind from Tropical Storm 

Hilary, congrats!! Itõs been a couple of months since our last newsletter, so hereõs an update on  

a couple of events weõve had, and an update on  an event thatõs been added for October.  
 

On July 8 th, we hosted our annual òAerobatics Dayó Fun Fly event. Before I get into that, I want 

to thank Ian Cummings, our former TPG President, and Robin Marien, Gliderport Manager, for 

cleaning up the chest -high wildflowers/weeds around the area! In the last newsl etter, you saw 

all of flowers that encamped our pit area, walking path from the parking lot, and òofficeó area 

to the right of the pit area. This has been taken all the way down to the dirt. Itõs back to normal 

now. On that note, our parking lot has been e xpanded to hold about 10 more cars. That was 

headed by Junior, the lead Gliderport Flight Director. The expansion is basically an overflow for 

pilots only that fly paragliders, and hang gliders, as well as RC. This is a òpilots onlyó parking lot.  

 

Happ y September  

TP Gulls! 
 

 
Walking path and surrounding area cleaned of flowers  (Mark Baldacchino photo ) 
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News from the Slope (continued)  

 

 

 
Pit area ð no more òflower encampmentó (Mark Baldacchino photo ) 

 

The aerobatics fun fly 

brought out several Ahis, 

twisty  wings , and all sorts 

of other planes. The wind 

cooperated with a 

steady westerly breeze 

of ~8 -10 MPH, and it was 

a great day!  

 

At right are just a few of 

the aerobatic planes 

that showed up.  

 

 
Mark Baldacchino photo  
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  News from the Slope (continued)  

 
Walter Quitt ð Mamma bird and his nest - for the day  (Ray Pili Photo ) 

 
On a side note: I was able to fly for about five minutes that day, which was the first time in about 

18 months, due to my ongoing vision issues. Walt Quitt was kind enough to hook me up with his 

Multiplex Heron on a buddy box, and I had an absolute blast! With the overcast day, and flying 

high overhead, I was able to see whatõs going on. I kept Walt on his toes, as I got into trouble 

several times with this fast plane and high traffic. Thanks Walt!  
 

On August 12 th, we had one of 

two Fly õn Swap Fun Fly events. 

The sky was overcast all day 

long, but the wind was flyable 

from 8:45 AM, throughout the 

day. At least a third of the pilots 

that showed up were from 

Orange County, so the newly 

expanded parking lot was put 

to use. Not as much òhorse 

tradingó as weõve seen in the 

past, but some good deals 

were made. Iõm sure there will 

be a separate report, but there 

was also an eLSF event that was 

held in the afternoon. Even a 

couple of TPSSS pilots showed 

up to take advantag e of the 

steady wind. It was another 

fabulous day of flying with a 

great turnout, with few, if any, 

paraglider conflicts.  

 

 
Let the horse trading begin! (Mark Baldacchino photo ) 
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News from the Slope (continued)  

 
Nick, with a possible sale  (Mark Baldacchino photo ) 

 

 

 
A 1/3 scale Bowlus Baby for sale. The cockpit was full of scale instruments  (Mark Baldacchino 

photo ) 
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  News from the Slope (continued)  

 
Overcast, but another fun day and great turnout (Mark Baldacchino photo ) 

 

 

 
TPSSS member Mike Lance (far right) and his yellow TG -3 built 35 years ago  (Mark 

Baldacchino photo ) 
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  News from the Slope (continued)  

 
Flying by òbrai lle ð Walt and me  (Gary Fogel photo ) 

 

Youõll notice below in the schedule, that Iõve added an event for October 14 th, which will be a 

day to help a few UCSD students. They have a team program called Design, Build, Fly, which is 

a contest among more than 110 universities globally to fly an RC electric powered plane on a 

mission with a payload.  

On this day, the students will meet us at the Gliderport 

to mainly get the feel of flying an RC plane on a buddy 

box, and to get a look òunder the hoodó of how RC 

components work with their associated linkages.  

 

The students use Solidworks® to design the airframe 

and airfoil, which will be designed around the payload. 

They will perfor m structure analysis, and a whole host 

of other tests to prove their plane will be airworthy 

before a board for approval, and before cutting 

begins, on a set budget. This team has existed since 

1994, and actually won this contest in 2002. Last yearõs 

plane  had foam core, carbon bagged wings that 

looked good, but they struggled a bit with the 

manufacturing process.  
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TPG Gliderport Schedule for 202 3 

September 9 th Old School Vintage/Classic Woodies Again! ð BOTs, Olys, 

Sagittaséwhatever is built-up wood  

October 21 st  Redman Rules & Landing Contest ð Ribbons for 1 st, 2nd  and 3 rd. For the 

uninitiated, Redman Rules involve beer can bowling and limbo line.  

November 25 th No Shopping Saturday ð A couple of days after Thanksgiving to get out 

of the house  

 

See you all out at the Gliderport , and Blue Skies!  

 

Best Regards,  

 

Mark Baldacchino  

 
 

News from the Slope (continued)  

This is where you come in . They 

will need help from some of you 

experts. The goal will be to have 

a group of skilled folks who have 

used CNC hot wire foam cutting, 

CF/fiberglass/Kevlar work and 

vacuum bagging, etc. to help 

show the students some 

techniques. They could also 

really use som e help with building 

materials such as balsa, plywood 

Monokote, etc. This will be an 

ongoing relationship between 

the Gulls and UCSD, so come on 

out and introduce yourself at this 

Fun Fly to help get these kids on 

the right path.  

 

 
 UCSD DBF Team and prior yearõs project 
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  August Thermal & Slope LSF Day Report ð Gary Fog el and Ray Pili  

On  August  12, several  TPG members  met  at  Poway  and  at  Torrey Pines to  check  off  tasks on  

their  League  of  Silent Flight (LSF) soaring  achievement  program  (SAP) and  electric  SAP. At  

Poway,  we  had  Ray Pili, Gary  Fogel,  Chuck  Norris, John  McNeil,  David  Hall, Don  Lochhead,  Cliff  

Hunter,  Gary  Legerton,  Doug  Cronkite,  Milan  Bregman,  Scott  McCurdy,  and  Paul Palmer.  Pilots 

made  use of  Johnôs F3L hi-start  as well  as electrics  (mainly  Radians)  and  two  landing  tapes.  

 

First to  complete  all of  his Level  I tasks for  the  SAP (a  5-minute  thermal,  5 spot  landings,  a  15-

minute  slope  flight)  was  Doug  Cronkhite  flying  his new  F3L Medina.  Doug  made  it look  pretty  

easy,  finishing  up  his slope  task at  Torrey by  1:30pm  or so. Weôre looking  forward  to  having  Doug  

flying  with  us at  the  next  F3L contest  as well  as working  on  his SAP Level  II requirements.  

 

 
A happy Doug Cronkhite with his Medina at Poway after 

completing the thermal and spot landing portions of LSF 

SAP Level I (Gary Fogel photo)  

Scott  McCurdy  was  next  to  complete  all of  his 

Level  I requirements  for  the  eSAP program.  He 

flew  a  Night  Radian  for  the  thermal  task, and  

his UMX Radian  for some  of  his landing  tasks.  

Scott  did  really  well  and  had  a  lot  of  fun.  He 

completed  his eSAP Level  I 15-minute  slope  at  

Torrey later  that  afternoon.  

 

 

 
Cliff Hunter wondering which of the many 

Radians in the sky at Poway was his. Oh, 

wait, that ôs right, itõs the one on top!  (Gary 

Fogel photo)  

Cliff  Hunter  completed  all of  his thermal  and  spot  landing  requirements  for  eSAP Level  I using a  

Radian.  After  a  couple  of  tries, he  launched  into  a  boomer  at  Poway  and  indicated  the  lift for 

the  rest of  the  pack , who  launched  shortly thereafter.  Thanks, Cliff,  for  finding  all the  lift! All Cliff  

needs  for  eSAP Level  I now  is either  another  5-minute  thermal  flight  or a  15-min ute  slope  flight.  

 



 
 

 

  

 

PAGE 12 GULL WINGS NEWSLETTER ð SEPTEMBER 2023 

  August Thermal & Slope LSF Day Report (continued)  

Youngster  Milan  Bregman  did  great  and  completed  his SAP Level  I thermal  duration  and  spot  

landing  requirements  flying  his Flitz. Thanks to  Chuck  and  John  for  some  coaching.  Milan  is going  

to  skyrocket  to  Level  III quickly!  

 

Gary  Legerton  completed  his 5minute  thermal  flight  for  SAP Level  I using a  Snipe. He has a  few  

spot  land ings, but  left  before  finishing  them  up  and  soon  heõll complete  another  5-minute  

thermal  flight  and  be  on  to  Level  II. 

 

Don  Lochhead  also worked  on  his eSAP Level  I spot  landings  and  before  he  was  able  to  

complete  them , managed  to  get  the  wing  saddle  of  his Radian  a  bit  ñspongy ,ó so heõll come  

back  and  try again  at  a  later  date.  Thanks, Don,  for bringing  the  landing  tapes!  

 

John  McNeil  and  David  Hall flew  F3L planes  during  the  fun  fly. David  test  flew  his new  Yellow  

Jacket  ð flew  great!  John  flew  his Polires to  get  practice  in for  the  next  F3L contest.  Thanks again  

John  for  bringing  the  hi-start.  

 

 Ray Pili had  a great  day.  At  Poway , he  

made  an  attempt  for  his Level  II eSAP 

15-min ue  thermal  duration  using a  

Radian.  He SPECKED OUT. It looked  like 

was  in the  bag  so he  started  to  come  

back  downéand then  couldnõt find  

lift again  and  landed  at  something  like 

14 min utes,  30 seconds .  So up  he  

went  again  and  specked  out  again , 

this time  making  sure to  stay  up  

beyond  the  required  time  before  

coming  down  to  a  landing  at  

something  like 17 minutes. Great  job  

Ray! Later  that  afternoon,  Ray 

completed  his 1-hour  slope  flight  for 

eSAP Level  II at  Torrey with  the  Radian  

by  staying  aloft  above  the  paraglider  

traffic  to  a  perfect  landing  at  his feet.  

Fun stuff. Ray needs  8 more  spot  

landings  for  Level  II but  it will be  

completed  soon.  

 

Gary  test  flew  a  new -to -him  used  

Radian  with  flaps  and  enjoyed  flying  

around,  scouting  out  thermals  for  

other  pilots  and  thermalling  at  Poway.  

The lift was  buoyant  and  plentiful  once  

the  marine  layer  burned  off.  

 

 
Ray Pili also wondering how high is high with his Radian on his 

way to a successful 17 min soaring adventure for LSF eSAP 

Level II. (Gary Fogel photo)  
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  August Thermal & Slope LSF Day Report (continued)  

 
Later that afternoon, Ray on final approach after an hour of soaring at Torrey 

Pines. Yes, itôs a Radian. Yes, there are no motors at Torrey Pines. Ray never used 

the motor, so it was OKé (Gary Fogel photo)  

 
The look  that  says ñhappy  that  its over  ð now  what  do  I have  to  

do  for  Level  III?ó from  Ray. Congratulations!  (Gary  Fogel  photo)  

Everyone  seemed  to  have  a  great  day , 

and  while  the  LSF crew  was  a  little  late  

for  the  swap  meet  at  Torrey, we  still 

enjoyed  hanging  out  at  Torrey with  

another  large  group  of  modelers  having  

a fun  day.   

 

It was really  nice  to  see so many  people  

out  enjoying  the  day  just flying  and  

helping  others  succeed.  At  Torrey it was 

especially  cool  to  see Mark  Baldacchino  

soaring  again  after  a  difficult  period  of  

time  with  health  issues. Way  to  go  Mark  

on  getting  back  in the  air!   

 

LSF achievers  ð when  you  succeed  at  

completing  a  level , please  let  us know , 

so that  we  can  keep  a  log  of  who  in the  

club  has which  levels. Send your  stuff into  

LSF and  get  approved  so that  you  can  

then  work  on  the  subsequent  levels. 

 

Have  fun  soaring!  

Ray Pili and  Gary  Fogel  
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August Thermal & Slope LSF Day Report (continued)  

 
  Milan Bregman concentrating on thermals (Ray Pili photo)  

  
   Scott McCurdy and Gary Fogel (Ray Pili photo)  
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 July F5J Contest Report ð Steve Condon , CD 

The July F5J Contest was cancelled due to lack of participants. A Google Groups message also 

noted that Mike Smith would be at the Poway Field for a practice session.  
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    July  DLG Contest Report  ð Don Lochhead , CD 

With Saturday morning temperatures at the Poway field predicted to break 90Á, a last-minute 

decision was made to move the contest to the Encinitas field. Thanks to a first thing Saturday 

mowing by Cliff, the field was in great shape.  Mother nature cooperated by providing 

temperatures in the mid-70õs and a light marine layer to the west, so the conditions were near 

perfect. 

We had a great turnout with 15 pilots, with several out-of-town visitors including Kelly Cai (who 

last flew in a TPG competition several years ago at the IHLGF), Lawrence Doan plus regulars 

Brent, Marc, Matt and Ron making the drive from the north. 

 

 
Group photo (TPG Instagram)  

The first four tasks were an increasing progression of times: five x 2:00, three x 3: 20, two x 4:00 and 

one x 5:00. The final task was 1,2,3,4 with a twist.  Pilots were required to fly the target times in 

reverse order: 4 -3-2-1 with one launch only against each target.   

 

Early morni ng lift proved to be a bit elusive at times . Only five pilots managed to fly cumulative 

times of 9:30 or better in the 5x2 task.  Round two (3 x 3:20) proved equally challenging with only 

4 pilots breaking the 9:30 barrier.  By round three (last two x four  minutes) , the lift improved with 

8 pilots posting near perfect times. Round 4 (last 5:00 in 7:00) saw 9 pilots making the K.  Round 

five, the one -launch per specific target, tested everyoneõs skills.  Only five pilots managed all 

four target times with ne ar success.  
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Kelly Cai topped the podium with an impressive 4,955 (out of 5,000) score. Justin Tolman (4,881) 

and Brent Lytle (4,877) took second and third. 

 

July  DLG Contest Report (continued)  

 
Justin Tolman, Kelly Cai and Brent Lytle  

Our next DLG contest was August 19 th. Check out the write -up on page 20 of  the newsletter.  
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  July  F5J Fun Fly Report ð Don Lochhead , CD 

Seven pilots joined in on our third Foamy fun fly of the year.   Temperatures were predicted to 

reach the low 90õs, so we got an early start with first up at 8:15. We flew six rounds wi th a two -

heat format.   Everyone got in plenty of stick time and we were done by 1 1, before it got really 

hot.  

 

 

 

 

 
Early morning to beat the heat (Bob Hirsch photo)  

 
CD Don launching (Bob Hirsch photo)  

 
Josh Orozco launching ( Bob Hirsch photo)  
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 August F5J Fun Fly Report ð Don Lochhead , CD Gary Fog el took first with a perfect score of 6,000.   Joshua Orozco placed second with a 5,572 

score.   This was his first TPG contest and the fact that he borrowed Rayõs plane to fly made his 

performance even more impressive.   Ray Pili took third just behind Joshua with 5,481.  

 

 

July  F5J Fun Fly Report (continued)  

 
Getting the scores and handing out ribbons (Bob Hirsch photo)  

We have one more fun fly to go , on October 28 th.  These events are a lot of fun and a great way 

to get into motor -assist launched gliders at the Poway field.   If you have an e -glider in the 2 -

meter (or so) class charge up the battery and join us.  Register for the Octo ber F5J Fun Fly here:  

 

https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=2604  

https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=2604
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=2604
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  August DLG Contest Report ð John McNeil, CD  

We held the August 19th DLG  contest  in "interesting" conditions, with hurricane Hilary blowing 

up from the South. The skies were  overcast with warm humid air. When we started , there was no 

prevailing breeze and the wind shifts reliably pointed to thermals. Later the wind shifted North 

with thermals drifting rapidly Southeast towards no -fly. Still later, the winds shifted to Southwest. 

There was plenty of lift éexcept  when there wasn't. The cycle time seemed a little shorter than 

the working times, so there were no heats without any lift.  

 

Nine pilots arrived for  the pilot's meeting , where I called for six rounds of two heats each. This 

required a volunteer timer and Milan's dad , Darian stepped -up. Justin gave him some quick 

timer's training before the contest and must have done a thorough  job , as Darian did a 

wonderful job timing for me. I selected tasks to maximize thermal hunting and time in the air. 

With permission from the pilots, I declared that all tasks would allow unlimited  throws. For 1, 2, 3 

4 this was no change, but the big ladder re quired a further rule that pilots declare when they 

were done with 3 minutes before attempting 5 minutes. I think this worked well as an occasional 

variation.  

 
Pilots ready to complete (Darian Bregman photo)  
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  August DLG Contest Report (continued)  

We kicked off with the aforementioned 1, 2, 3, 4 and the whole field did great with raw scores 

ranging from 340 ð 584 points out of the possible 600. Round two's task was last -two 3:00. Again, 

both heats did pretty well , with most pilots getting at least o ne of the 3:00s. By round three , the 

air was becoming really active, with big lift and decent sink. Gary hooked a big -un, northeast 

of the field behind the trees and specked  out. Meanwhile , Milan worked the base of that 

thermal not much above tree height a nd behind the trees for what must have seemed like a 

very long 5 minutes. He flew really well and earned himself a K for the round along with  Gary 

and Chuck.  

 

By the start of round 4, the air was getting choppy. Once again, everyone managed at least 

one 3: 20 out of the three I requested. However, Gary was the only pilot to get all three of them, 

earning 1000 in heat A. Scott K'd heat B with some determined  flying ð making the best of the 

deteriorating lift as the working time progressed. Quick reactions on the thumbs were required 

all day, but this was probably the most challenging heat. At this point , we paused for a little 

seminar to share flying techniques in these shifting conditions as well as to address the perpetual 

"should I ballast" question (hint  ð I tried ballast to cut through turbulence but got pounded in a 

short down cycle). We also talked about how to know when and how to turn into a suspected 

thermal while surfing  ð a lesson that would serve me well shortly.  

 

Round five was the big ladder with  unlimited  throws. I think this will require some practice if we 

do it again , as there turned out to be some strategy required as to when to declare that you 

were trying for the next increment. By this time , thermals were drifting east-northeast at a good 

clip, driving pilots deep up the valley. However, the thermal spacing was tight , allowing lots of 

low save opportunities  which I think every pilot had to use. The final round was new task N ð 9:59 

max with unlimited throws. Before heat A , I checked the lif t along Garden Road and it was really 

good. Of course, it was all gone when I went back there after the start horn. In desperation I 

ran back to the gap in the trees north of the timing tent and barely made it back  at tree height. 

I turned to surf the big tree and luckily got a tiny bump. This bump developed into the softest, 

smoothest thermal of the day and by 2:30 minutes I was at the limit of visibility. From there I flew 

very high laps from the East to West ends of the field trying not to climb any more . Gary was in 

the same heat and just missed the bottom of the thermal. After a re -lite, he joined me along 

with Chuck and Scott in some lovely air. Heat B was more challenging. Nonetheless, Don 

hooked a great ride for 7 minutes  of air -time and 1000 points after burning three short flights. He 

hooked this ride at the North end of the field and had to scratch the length of the field before 

finally climbing out.  

 

The results are in the  table on the following page . I thought this contest was really fun and I ho pe 

everyone else did as well. Thank you for everyone helping out with setup and tear -down!  
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August DLG Contest Report (continued)  

 

 
Justin Tolman (3 rd Place), John McNeil (1 st Place and Gary Fogel (2 nd  Place) (Darian Bregman photo)  
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August F3L Contest Report ð John McNeil , CD 

Saturday August 26 th, 

we held the third event 

in the TPG inaugural F3L 

(F3-RES) contest series. 

Paul Nibecker surveyed 

the Encinitas field after 

the storm and found it 

would be ready to use - 

af ter he kindly mowed it 

for us! Paul, John (Brett) 

Locke, and I arrived at 

7:00 to set high -starts 

and landing tapes. Don 

brought the sound gear 

and we were set for the 

pilot's meeting. We got 

in a few  practice 

launches and landings 

in broken overcast with 

light wind.   
    Bob Hirsch photo  

After the pilot's meeting we had 6 pilots ready to go in the draw with Milan and Darian Bregman, 

as well as Bob Hirsch spectating, but no computer battery to run the sounds. No worries, one of 

the privileges of age is that I don't need to invent a solution to broken tech, I just have to recall 

how we did it before we had the tech. Milan stepped up and was the voice of the contest. He 

kept us running smoothly through fo ur rounds of three heats, occasionally relieved by Bob while 

Milan chased bungees. Thanks for helping guys!!!  

Bob Hirsch photo  
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  August F3L Contest Report (continued)  

After the pilot's meeting we had 6 pilots ready to go in the draw with Milan and Darian Bregman, 

as well as Bob Hirsch sp ectating, but no computer battery to run the sounds. No worries, one of 

the privileges of age is that I don't need to invent a solution to broken tech, I just have to recall 

how we did it before we had the tech. Milan stepped up and was the voice of the co ntest. He 

kept us running smoothly through four rounds of three heats, occasionally relieved by Bob while 

Milan chased bungees. Thanks for helping guys!!!  

 

Brett and Don stepped up to the line and launched for the first heat. They both got respectable 

time s and landings in weak but building lift. The next pair was David Hall (at his first F3L event) 

and Paul. Both got their time and landings ð same for Gary and me  in heat three.  

 

 
Gary Fogel launching (Bob Hirsch photo)  

 
 Brett Lockeõs plane on the way up (Bob Hirsch photo) 

 
Don Lochhead launch release (Bob 

Hirsch photo)  

 
David Hall  launch release (Bob Hirsch photo)  


