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Chuck Norris  

 

 

Hi everyone,  

 

Just a quick reminder about the Katie 

Martin International Tribute on 

Saturday, June 7 th at the 

Gliderport.   Even if youõre not a slope 

pilot, itõs worth coming out to see 

whatõs going on. Bob Martin created 

so many RC aircraft kits that itõs hard to 

find an RC pilot who hasnõt flown one 

of his designs.    

If you havenõt yet, come on out and youõll surely find 

someone who would be happy to hand you a radio and let 

you give one a try.  

Chuck  

 

 
2024 Katie Martin International Tribute (Ian Cummings photo)  
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Gary Fogelõs F3L Yellow Jacket amid the 

wildflowers at our Encinitas Flight Center 

(Gary Fogel photo)  
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  TPG June / July Events 

DATE EVENT COMMENTS 

June 7 th     Katie Martin International Tribute.  

A day to remember and celebrate Bobõs 

amazing wife Katie. Lots of Hobie Hawks 

(Katieõs favorite) aloft. All RC soaring 

aircraft welcome, but be sure to bring 

out your classic Bob Martin planes too!  

Torrey Pines Gliderport  

No Contest Registration Required  

Fun Fly! 

RC Groups Thread  

June 14 th     Tow Hook Series Contest  

F3L/F3RES ð 2m & 1.5m  

Encinitas  Flight Center  

Register on  F3X Vault  

June 24 th   Club Virtual Meeting  Zoom link:  

TPG Virtual Meeting Zoom Link  

June 28 th    DLG Contest  Poway Flight Center  

Register on  F3X Vault  

June 29 th    Team DLG Contest  Poway Flight Center  

Register on  F3X Vault  

July 5th     Aerobatics Day ð TWF/PNF ð Jesters, 

Ahis, Shrikes; whatever turns on a dime  
Torrey Pines Gliderport  

No Contest Registration Required  

Fun Fly! 

July 6th      F5J Contest  Poway Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault  

July 12th  DLG Contest  Poway Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault  

July 13th    Tow Hook Series Contest  

F3L/F3RES ð 2m & 1.5m  
Encinitas  Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault   

July 27th    F5J Foamy Fun Fly Poway Flight Center  

Register on  F3X Vault  

 

2025 IHLGF pilots (Darian Bregman photo ) 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4723149-51st-Katie-Martin-2025-Memorial-Hobie-Hawk-Fly-In
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=3606
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2025896304?pwd=WWN5bVdGaWlzeEVPNklsYzcydE9TQT09
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=3582
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=3598
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=3614
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=3583
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=3605
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=3606
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Newsletter This Month - Dale Gottdank , Editor 

Dale Go ttdank  

 

 

Please contribute to our GULL WINGS NEWSLETTER

 

Send pictures, or maybe even an article!   It could be just a paragraph with 

some photos from a great soaring day éeven something interesting youõve 

seen on the internet. Iõd like to have the newsletter published by the first week 

of every month . If thereõs a project youõre working on, donõt just post it on 

RCGroupséshare it with your club!  

 

February  Issue highlights include:  

ü Thank you to our IHLGF 2025 sponsors! (page 6) 

ü Torrey Cleanup  for the Katie Martin Tribute Fun Fly  (page 8) 

ü Refurbishing a classic sloper (page 9) 

ü International Hand Launch Glider Festival Contest Report (page 1 1) 

ü Photo of the Month Contest (page 41) 

ü Price Drop! 2m Yellow Jacket F3L/RES (Tow Hook) gliders for sale (page 48) 

 

Please send in your articles or photos  (communications@torreypinesgulls.org ) 

by the  25th of each month so they can be included in the monthly newsletter . 

If there are too many, weõll save them for the next issue.  Photos should be in 

their original, high -resolution format.  The newsletter can be found on the Torrey 

Pines Gulls website at http://www.torreypinesgulls.org . 

 

 
A Concept CX5 DLG under threatening skies at the 2025 IHLGF  (Paul Reese ð flyinghedgehogs on RC Groups  photo)  

 

 

mailto:communications@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
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Club Meetings, Contests and Activities  
 

Each virtual meeting also comes with the opportunity to participate in our Super Raffle  for 2025. 

Weõll have opportunity for two random drawings at each virtual meeting for Super Raffle tickets. 

At the year -end holiday party , these tickets will be put into a hat and drawn randomly for prizes. 

Winners have to be present at the holiday party to participate. This last December we had 

some really great prize s including a RTF Night Radian and other goodies. If anyone out there is 

interested in assisting with the  year -end Raffle please reach out to Gary Fogel.  

 

So come join our 2025 virtual meetings, hang in there through the presentation, get that winning 

raffle ticket and see what you might win next December! See you at the next meeting!  

 

The Torrey Pines Gulls hosts bi-monthly club meetings virtually via Zoom. Itõs really easy to use 

Zoom, join in the fun, chat with other s; and we typically have a presentation about a topic in 

RC soaring or something  aviation related.  

 

At our last virtual meeting, in April,  we were  joined by Byron Ward and Christian Miller of 

Wayfarer Aircraft Research and Development who discussed  the development of a new 

subscale integrated high lift propulsor testbed - a multiengine RC scale model of a Cessna with 

some very unique design modifications.  

 

Our next club meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 24 th, at 7:00pm Pacific  Time. You can be 

sure weõll have a fascinating presentation, a chance to win a ticket to the year-end Super 

Raffle and as always, a time to touch base with flying buddies and friends.  

 

The link to the Zoom meeting will be shared with the club via discord and Google Groups prior 

to each meeting.  It also appears on the Upcoming TPG Events able in the Newsletter.  
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2024 IHLGF pilots (Bob Hirsch photo)k  

Thank you to our IHLGF 2025 sponsors!  

The 30th International Hand Launch Glider Festival  at the end of April  was a huge success . Weõd 

like to again thank  our generous sponsors of this event ; and look forward to their participation 

in next yearõs event.  

 

Click on the logo s to visit their websites .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.streamf3k.com
http://www.f3kf3k.com
https://www.glidercg.com/glidercg-family
http://www.chaservo.com/
https://www.soaringusa.com/
https://whistlepigtoys.com/
https://www.modelaircraft.org/
https://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
https://www.fai.org/
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=SANPYHX&arrivalDate=2025-04-23&departureDate=2025-04-27&groupCode=CHH90S&room1NumAdults=1&cid=OM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2CEN%2CDirectLink
https://www.discounthobbywarehouse.com/default.asp
https://www.frsky-rc.com/
https://dream-flight.com/
https://hitecrcd.com/
https://kstservos.com/
https://www.horizonhobby.com/
https://mks-servo.com/
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News from the Slope ð Bret Locke , Slope Coordinator  

 
Bret Locke  

 

Summertime, and the livingõs easy. 

Summer  is fast  approaching,  giving  the  slopes a  daily  onshore  breeze  and  sunny conditions.  

May  has been  fairly  consistent  with  light  winds  that  are  perfect  for  the  larger  light  gliders.   

 

May  10 was  the  Foamy  Fun Fly at  Torrey. The winds  were  less than  favorable,  giving  the  

attendees  a  chance  to  catch  up  with  each  other  while  waiting  for  wind.   

 

During  the  morning  of  May  24th,  the  TPG team  did  some  weed  removal  within  the  Torrey Pines 

RC pit  area.  There was  considerable  weed  growth  in the  astro -turf  and  the  area  around  the  

picnic  table.  The team  also did  some  maintenance  on  the  wind  sock  pole.  The pole  is now  

straight  and  90 degrees  from  the  horizontal.  Many  thanks  to  Michael,  Ray, Bob,  Chuck  and  Jim, 

who  made  the  RC pit  area  presentable.   Check  out  the  photos  on  page  8. 

 

On  the  slate  for June  7th  is the  Katie  Martin  International  Tribute (KMT) for 2025.  The KMT is our 

largest  annual  sloping  event  that  attracts  slope  enthusiasts  of  all ages  and  parts  of  the  country.  

The KMT also brings  in the  original  RC slope  enthusiast,  designers  and  manufacturers  from  the  

70õs and  80õs. Especially,  Bob  Martin,  who  created  so many  RC aircraft  kits, it would  be  hard  to  

find  an  RC pilot  who  hasnõt flown  one  of  his designs.   

 

During  the  KMT, there  will be  a  Hobie  Hawk  plus other  RC glider  related  merchandise  up  for 

raffle.  T-shirts commemorating  this yearõs event  will also be  available  for  purchase.   If you  are  

interested  in helping  with  the  event,  please  contact  myself  or Michael  Gillen.   Otherwise,  come  

to  the  show  and  see the  world  of  sloping;  past,  present  and  future.  

 

Conditions  at  the  Torrey Pines Gliderport  continue  to  be  favorable,  the  green  growth  is still 

somewhat  soft.   As always,  safety  is still a  high  priority;  respect  the  paragliders  and  remember  

the  blue -sky rule. 
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TPG Gliderport Schedule for 2025  

June 7st  Katie Martin International Tribute. A day to remember and celebrate Bobõs 

amazing wife Katie. Lots of Hobie Hawks (Katieõs favorite) aloft. All RC soaring 

aircraft welcome, but be sure to bring out  your classic Bob Martin plane s too ! 

July 5th  Aerobatics Day ð TWF/PNF ð Jesters, Ahis, Shrikes; whatever turns on a dime  

August 9th  Fly ôn Swap Again! ð A day to fly and swap meet. Clean out your garages and 

make room for more birds  

September 6th Old School Vintage Classic Woodies Again! ð Balsa BOTs, Olys, Sagittas ð 

whatever is built -up wood  

October 1 8th UCSD/TPG Buddy Box & Skilled Pilots Mentorship Day  

October 19 th  Redman Rules Contest ð Ribbons for 1 st, 2nd  and 3 rd. For the uninitiated, Redman 

Rules involve beer can bowling and limbo line.  

November 22nd   No Shopping Saturday ð A couple of days after Thanksgiving to get out of the 

house  

 

Also, keep an eye out  for details on our next Poway Slope 

Combat session . Events are  scheduled for:  

 

July 27th 

October 26 th 

 

 
 

News from the Slope (continued)  

  
  We had a great turnout  at the 2024 Katie Martin International Tribute ( Ian Cummings photo ) 

 

The 2025 season  for  sloping  is in full swing,  come  put  to  the  cliff  and  enjoy  the  view.  

 

Sincerely,  

Bret Locke  

TPG Slope  Coordinator  
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  Getting Ready for the Katie Martin International Tribute!  

On  Saturday,  May  24th, several  TPG members  including  Jim Burkett,  Michael  Gillen,  Bob Hirsch, 

TPG Prez Chuck  Norris and  Ray Pili, were  led  by  Slope  Coordinator  Bret Locke  in a  cleanup/weed  

removal  effort.  The pilotsõ mound,  pit  area  and  landing  zone  are  now  ready  for  our  biggest  slope  

event  of  the  year;  the  Katie Martin  International  Tribute.  Thanks guys!  

 

 

 

 
Bret Locke, Ray Pili and Bob Hirsch (Chuck Norris photo)  

 
They even straightened out the wind 

sock pole (Chuck Norris photo)  



 
  

 

  

 

GULL WINGS NEWSLETTER ð JUNE 2025 

 

PAGE 9 

  Refurbishing a Classic Sloper ð Michael Gillen  

We recently receive some 

photos and a story from TPG 

member Michael Gillen 

about refurbishing an old 

Sun Fair Aircraft Designs 

Slope Master, a popular 

slope soarer from the 1980 õs. 

 

 

   
  Original kit box label (from RC Groups thread)  

 

 

From Michael:  

 

I got this model from another TPG member . I removed the old Monokote, replaced the servos, 

redid the linkage, and installed a new Rx and battery. I kept the original mechanical elevon  

system, which is accomplished using a sliding tray (see photo). In the late 80õs early 90õs I built 

one of these from a balsa kit and covered it with  gold Monokote. I really liked the way it looked 

and flew,  but having three young kids did not afford me much time to build and fly so I eventually 

let it go. After getting back into slope soaring in Feb ruary this year,  I wanted to rekindle that 

memory and here I am .  

 

 
Old Monokote removed (Michael Gillen photo)  

    
New Monoote )Michael Gillen photo)   
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  Refurbishing a Classic Sloper (continued)   

 
Sliding òaileronó servo (top) and òelevatoró 

servo (bottom) comprise the elevon system. 

(Michael Gillen photo)  

 
The Slope Master at Torrey awaiting maiden flight (Michael 

Gillen photo)  

 
Michael Gillen launching the Slope Master on maiden flight (Paul Nibecker photo)  
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IHLGF Recap ð Gary Fogel and Mengchen Li , Co -CDs  

As the IHLGF now celebrates its 3 rd 

decade, there truly was much to 

celebrate at Poway on the weekend of 

April 26-27. In a manner 30 years goes 

quickly. In a manner 30 years feels longer 

than 30 years. But year -in and year -out this 

event helps keep F3K and TPG on the 

map, and raises much ne eded funds for 

the USA F3K team. And while it takes a lot 

of internal effort and teamwork by a crew 

of dedicated volunteers to pull it off, we 

always reflect that itõs worth the effort in 

the end.  

 

2025 was no different. Except, well of 

course it was all different. Because thatõs 

what  

 

 
The logo for IHLGF 2025 d esigned  by Justin Tolman 

celebrating 30 years of IHLGF history.  

 

Poway does at the IHLGF ð the only constant in the IHLGF over the last 30 years is that Poway 

reminds everyone òwhoõs boss.ó The weather played an integral role in this yearõs IHLGF. 

 
Group photo of the 2025 IHLGF pilots (Darian Bregman  photo)  

For the first two rounds most of the field felt like a champion. Round 1 featured Task A, a 5 min 

max in a 7 -minute window. Looking back ð would you believe that 32 out of 63 pilots got the K? 

Wow. Thatõs 5 min air at 8:30am folks. Round 2 featured Task B ð last two flights 3 min max in a 7 

min working window. Would you believe that all 10 out of 11 pilots in heat A got the K? And 9 out 

of 11 pilots in heat B? And 10 out of 11 pilots in heat E? Amazing. It seemed lift was everywhere.  

 

And just when everyone felt like they had a great start to IHLGF 2025, it happened. The weather 

changed. Of course it did. This is Poway.  
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IHLGF Recap (continued)   
Round 3 featured Task K ð Big Ladder. A turnaround task without much time to think before 

launching. This round also featured cloudier skies and more challenging thermals. Rain was in 

the forecast, and all of a sudden Poway felt more like Seattle. Our gues ts from Washington were 

pleased and did really well on Day 1. Go figure! Round 4 was Task C ð all up last down. Whereas 

it was easy to find a 5 min thermal in Round 1 and 2, by Round 4 finding a 3 min thermal was a 

challenge, and became increasingly challe nging in the conditions. Only three pilots got all three 

3 min flights in Heat A, four in Heat B, effectively one in Heat C, but by the time we got to Heat 

D, no one could manage three 3 -minute flights. From hero to zero so quickly at Poway. Even 

rocket la uncher Jun Catacutan used a total of 8 min and 0.3 seconds to take the K in Heat E. 

The frustration began to creep in.  

 

 
Several planes working a thermal (Gary Fogel photo)  

Round 5 was Task G ð five 2s. Here the top launchers did very well but it was still common for the 

top pilot in each heat to drop 30 -45 seconds. And with increasing wind and some drizzle, there 

were more and more landouts. Those types of zeros really do en d up hurting in the final scores 

but with the hope of a dropped round still available, all was not yet lost.  

 

Round 6 was Task H, a 1,2,3,4 -minute flight in any order. Now by this time pilots had experienced 

the joy of easy 5 min flights and the agony of difficult 2 ð3-minute flights. A 4 min flight seemed 

long in increasingly windy and cool and cloudy and drizzly conditions. Credit to the top pilots ð 

each round at least one pilot managed to get above a 9:52 total. That was not easy. The field 

split here into those that either managed to get above a 9 min total or those who did not, it was 

quite a dividing round in  the overall scores. In fact, if you have a chance to go back and look 

at the ranking graph for this particular contest the amount of flux in the contest on Day 1 is jaw 

dropping.  
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  IHLGF Recap (continued)   

But for most the hammer fell in Round 7, which featured Task D ð two 5 min max flights in a 10 min 

round. Heat A got in just before some rain. Heat B not so lucky. The top pilot in that round was Yu 

Nishimura from Japan who earned a total of 5 min, 36.5 seconds. Tough , tough , tough conditions. 

In heat C only two pilots Lex Mierop and George Morris had more than a 5 min total. Things 

improved slightly by Heats D and E but only a bit as most of the field, well, got òPowayed ó. Lots 

of land outs. Increasing wind. Increasingly cool, narrow thermals that drifted 1 fast.  

 

Round 8 concluded Day 1 with Task I ð three longest flights (3:20 max). Now late in the day 

thermals were weak but most of the rain had passed. Conditions returned to being lifty, unusually 

so for that late in the day. Three -minute air was there, and many pilots did well, despite the 

conditions.  

 

 
Pilots gathering for the pilots meeting on Sunday when the weather looked a bit more promising . (Gary Fogel 

photo)  

So how is a pilot expected to feel after a day like that? Elated? Confused? Dejected? Pleased? 

It was a mix of all of those added with cycles of cold and wet. We took a few breaks during the 

contest during periods of rain and the contest team was even forc ed to bring in the equipment 

that runs the contest during one rain spell. Has it ever rained on the IHLGF before? Not in our 

memory. Again, Poway never fails to do something new for IHLGF.  
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IHLGF Recap (continued)   

Day 2 started out much the same as Day 

1 with a slight risk of showers in the 

morning followed by the passing of a 

cold front and forecast for partly cloudy 

skies and wind thereafter. Round 9 was 

another turnaround task of Task G ð five 

2s. Nine out of 12 pilots in Heat A 

managed more than 9 minutes, the 

same for Heat B. Again, you get that òI 

can still do this!ó feeling after a good 

start to Day 2 having endured a crazy 

Day 1. Poway lulls you into feeling good 

about yourself. When that starts to 

happen, yo u know the hammer can 

land anytime soon. But for those folks 

flying in Heat D ð nine out of nine pilots in 

the round had more than 9 minutes. Two 

pilots Jun Catacutan and ZhiGao Tang 

tied for the K with 9 min 54.8 seconds. 

Really super flying.  

 
 itõs not every day that you see a lenticular forming over a 

cumulus cloud. We had both good thermals and strong winds 

aloft on day 2 of the contest. (Gary Fogel photo)  

Round 10 featured Task F ð best three flights out of six launches with a 3:00 max. The round -to -

round variability began to set in again as a passing showed came through. While most heats 

had pilots who did very well with 9 minutes achieved, those in heat B  wondered what happened 

ð the top pilot Lex Mierop had a total of 7 min and 39.4 seconds.  

 

Round 11 was Task N, Best Flight (9:59 max). OK so rounds like this are designed to really separate 

the pack. And placed near the end of the contest, pilots who are on the bubble of the flyoffs 

generally choose to take some large risks in the hopes of upwa rd movement in the standings. 

Anyone wondering what the Poway hammer looks like should just review Round 11 heat A where 

Marc Maher took the K with a 5 min 57 second flight. Most pilots barely managed over 2 minutes, 

30 seconds. Then in heat B young Will L alla put on a clinic, flying an amazing 8 min and 47.9 

second flight, besting Yu Nish imura and his 6 min 41.9 second flight. Roland Sommer did the 

same in Heat C with a 9:59 and really moved up the pack. And so it went. It seemed that every 

heat a handful of super pilots made the right choices and others didnõt and those differences 

once ag ain caused upheaval in the standings. Or perhaps a new dropped round that you 

hadnõt planned on yet as a piloté 

 

Round 12 finished up the prelims with Task E ð Poker (three nominated flights). Of course there 

would be Poker at the IHLGF. Did you think weõd do something different? And just like Round 11 

this was another round of important choices and pilot separation in the standings. It was also a 

Round where the weather changed considerably from heat to heat, even changing 

dramatically within a heat. This variability caused very few pilots to call òall inó with their first 

launch. In fact the only pilot to do this an d complete the mission successfully was ZhiGao Tang 

who chalked up a 9:19.8 in Heat A. (Well done!)  
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IHLGF Recap (continued)   

For it being Round 12, most pilots were very conservative, choosing to fly 1 min or 2 min flights 

before then calling remaining time. Given the wind there were also several land outs ð people 

who called all in but didnõt make their time. Heat D in particular was a sea of landouts.  

 

 

 
Participants enjoying the green Poway field  (Gary Fogel 

photo)  

 
Mengchen Li (left) and timer John Butler, competing against Joseph 

Dougherty (timer in the background) and another pilot at the IHLGF 

(Gary Fogel photo)  

 
An unknown pilot (left), Eitan Rotbart (left center), Justin 

Tolman (right center) and Milan Bregman taking part in 

the competition. (Gary Fogel photo)  

    
Lex Mierop coming in for a quick turn 

(Gary Fogel photo)  

 

 

 

 

By the end of the preliminaries , the top 12 pilots contained some very familiar names and some 

first timers. Eitan Rotbart from Canada placed 12 th, with Jun Catacutan representing the 

Philippines in 11 th. Germans Walther Bednarz and Markus Kellerer came in 10 th and 8 th 

respectively.  The Pacific Northwest was well represented by Paul Reese (9 th), Joseph Dougherty 

(6th) and Brendon Beardsley (4 th). (The TPG spent extra on the Seattle weather this year and we 

promise our friends to the north it was a one -time deal so donõt expect that again next timeé). 



 
  

 

  

 

GULL WINGS NEWSLETTER ð JUNE 2025 

 

PAGE 16 

 
  

IHLGF Recap (continued)   
Benjamin Stewart from Tennessee flew super throughout the contest . earning his first time to the 

IHLGF flyoffs in 7th place. Charlie Morris placed 5 th overall but with a rule that only motorless DLG 

could make the flyoffs, he was represented by George Morris instead , who had very creatively 

placed 13 th in the event just so that he could replace his brother in the flyoffs. The top three pilots 

were ZhiGao Tang from China, Yu Nishimura from Japan, and Joe Wurts from New Zealand ; Joe 

Wurts once again winning the preliminaries at IH LGF in some very tough conditions was truly 

amazing. Even more amazing was that the top 12 represented 7 nations. Truly international and 

super cool!  

 

The top 12 pilots moved on to the flyoffs and as is tradition for IHLGF, their scores carried over. 

Round 13 of the contest (first round of the flyoffs) was Task D ð Two flights, 5 min max each in a 10 

min window. Joseph Dougherty took this round with a 4: 59.0 and 3.57.7 in windy conditions. Most 

pilots did well on their first flight but struggled to find lift on the second. Round 14 was Task M ð 

Huge Ladder (flights of 3, 5, 7 min each). In the windy conditions and having just struggled to find 

3 min air, a 7 min flight seemed exceptionally difficult. Two pilots Paul Reese and Eitan Rotbart 

got their first 3 min flight, only two pilots Yu Nishimura and Joseph Dougherty managed a 5 min 

flight, and only one pilot, Walther Bednarz managed a 7 min flight that r equired some 

considerable fortitude. This particular task really juggled the standings. Round 15 was Task E ð 2020 

Poker, 3 flights in a 15 min window. Markus Kellerer and Joe Wurts did well in this round putting up 

a total of 14:32.0 and 14:12.0 respectiv ely. Others in a search for glory, landed out and the 

standings were juggled yet again. The last round of the contest, Round 16 was Task L ð Single 

flight, 9:59 max. In very challenging and windy air, most all pilots òwent for itó but only three pilots, 

Eitan Rotbart, Yu Nishimura, and ZhiGao Tang did well with a 7:06.7, 7:02.0, and 7:01.1 

respectively. The rest of the field had totals under 2 minutes with a lot of land outs.  

 

 
2025 IHLGF etched glass trophies  awaiting the results of the flyoff  (Gary Fogel photo)  
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IHLGF Recap (continued)   
In the end Yu Nishimura from Japan became the next IHLGF champion with a total of 14341.58 

points, followed by ZhiGao Tang from China with 13892.82 and Eitan Rotbart from Canada with 

13355.81. It should be highlighted that Eitan entered the flyoffs in 12th  place and ended up on 

the podium with some remarkable flying in the flyoffs. It should also be noted that Yu Nishimura 

Kõed 8 of 12 rounds in the preliminaries and one round in the flyoffs. Truly amazing flying over 

both days. Congratulations to all three  pilots on the podium!  

 

 
Top three flyoff finishers, Yu Nishimura (1 st Place, center), ZhiGao Tang  

(2nd  Place, left) and Eitan Rotbart (3 rd Place, right) (Gary Fogel photo)  

 
Additional photos from the 2025 IHLGF have been posted on RC Groups:  

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showpost.php?p=53739087&postcount=117  

 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showpost.php?p=53742359&postcount=124  

 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showpost.php?p=53743327&postcount=128  

 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showpost.php?p=53748289&postcount=138  

 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showpost.php?p=53752263&postcount=150  

 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showpost.php?p=53752269&postcount=151   

 

 

 

     
Junior 1 st place finisher Will Lalla (left) with TPG 

president Chuck Norris (right). Will is one of the 

juniors on the USA F3K team for the upcoming 

F3K World Championships. (Gary Fogel 

photo)  

F3X Vault scores and statistics:  

2025 IHLGF F3X Vault 
 

https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_pilot_rounds&event_pilot_id=49170&event_id=3823
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showpost.php?p=53739087&postcount=117
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showpost.php?p=53742359&postcount=124
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showpost.php?p=53743327&postcount=128
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showpost.php?p=53748289&postcount=138
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showpost.php?p=53752263&postcount=150
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showpost.php?p=53752269&postcount=151
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=3823
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IHLGF Recap (continued)   

IHLGF wouldnõt be a success without the participation of F3K enthusiasts who come from across 

the nation and world to fly with us at Poway. However, IHLGF also wouldnõt be a success without 

the many sponsors that donate goodies for the annual auction with proceeds going to the USA 

F3K team. This year we had an amazing list of sponsors that included Stream Team Model, TAir, 

MKS, Horizon Hobby, dream -flight, SoaringUSA, ChaServo, Discount Hobby Warehouse, FrSky, 

GliderCG USA, Hitec, KST, JR Propo, WhistlePig Toys, Hampton Inn, and General Atomics. Whew! 

Thatõs a lot of sponsors.  We really couldnõt do what we do without their support, and each of 

them is genuinely appreciated. And of course, we also couldnõt raise money for the team if 

participants didnõt bid on these items at the auctioné But Team TPG was very pleased in the 

end to donate $2500 from the proceeds to the USA F3K team and in addition we truly 

appreciated the exceptional donation of $3500 from General Atomics arranged largely by Scott 

McCurdy for a total of $6000 to the team. Your generosity helps us run a super fun event, share 

great times with friends, and provide these much -needed funds to the team in support of their 

run at the F3K World Championships in Tarp, Germany later this summer.  Weõre also especially 

proud of TPG juniors Will Lalla and Milan Bregman who will attend the F3K WC as a part of team 

USA.  

 

Special thanks goes to the 2025 IHLGF planning committee: Chuck Norris (Chairman, website 

coordinator, scoring, sanitation), Mengchen Li (Contest Director, Social Media), Gary Fogel (Co -

contest director, pilot and sponsor outreach, chairs, sanitation), Jus tin Tolman (Artist in residence, 

pilot outreach, swag, trophies, social media), Don Lochhead (Treasurer, auctioneer), Steve 

Condon (swag), John McNeil (most in need of repair award, catering), Paul Nibecker (chairs, 

volunteering for check in), Cliff Hunter  (field maintenance extraordinaire, catering, sanitation), 

Tim Traver (scoring), Tom Farley (catering, volunteering for check in, tree recovery service), 

Michael Gillen (catering, volunteering for check in). Itõs a large effort that begins in October. If 

you are interested in volunteering for 2026, please let us know!  
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May  DLG Contest Report ð Gary Fogel , CD 

On May 17, 10 pilots met at Poway for a òpost IHLGFó monthly. IHLGF had some unusually cool 

and damp weather, and well, of course it would be the case that this was repeated on May 17 

as well , with winds out of the south and drizzle in the forecast. CD Gary Fogel set up a contest 

with 6 rounds and 2 heats per round. Randomization in the vault produced a very nice 

distribution of pilots on its own ð the two motorized entries (Tom Farley and Clif f Hunter) were 

placed directly against each other in 5 of 6 roun ds, the two junior pilots (Will Lalla and Milan 

Bregman) were placed directly against each other in 6 out of 6 rounds. Upon seeing this , Gary 

added a twist ð the òclinicó portion of this contest would include assigned timers for all pilots in 

the rounds to maximize the diversity of pilot -timer pairs. This would specifically give Will and Milan 

the broadest number of different timers to lea rn from, build some additional camaraderie, and 

reinforce the importance of a good timer to the pilot. Pilot -timer pairs  were assigned at random 

for each round given the order that was produced by the Vault ð pilot 1 in heat A was paired 

with pilot 1 in heat B and so forth. This pair would time for each other in round 1, etc.  

 

At the pilots meeting , Gary reviewed the tasks and common strategies for pilots and timers for 

each task , but reinforced the importance of pilots and timers talking about the task as they 

walked on to the field. 4 min  of time between rounds was provided with 1 min no -fly to ensure 

these discussions. Additionally , given the timer assignments, time was saved by not having to 

request òI need a timer!ó between heats. In the 2-heat  format this seemed to work well and save 

a bit of time.  

 

 
10 intrepid pilots  under overcast skies  at the May 2025 DLG monthly at Poway  (Darian Bregman  photo)  
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  May  DLG Contest Report (continued)  

The contest got started around 9:10am after the pilots meeting and group photo with Round 1 ð 

Task B Last two flights 3 min max with a 7 min working window. Surprisingly, despite 100% cloud 

cover and a slight steady wind from the SSW, the air was quite buoyant. Two pilots , Milan 

Bregman and John McNeil managed to get both 3s in heat A , whereas in Heat B Mengchen 

took the K with 3 min and 2:41.5 flights. Round 2 was Task H 1,2,3,4 minutes in a 10 min window. 

Once again,  the air was still quite lifty and 4 min air was definitely there. In Heat A , four of the five 

pilots had super rounds over 9:42 min  total. Mengchen Li was , well, on fire, putting up a 9:56 to 

tak e the K. Well done,  Mengchen! Doesnõt get much better than that! In Heat B, Justin Tolman 

took the K with a 8:40.5 and by that heat , the lift became less apparent and difficult to follow. 

Poway was becoming Poway and we were entering a down cycle.  

 

Round 3 ð Task C All up last down, gave timers a bit of a break on the sideline and the ability to 

enter their scores while timing. In Heat A , Milan again took the K but only with a 7:32.2 out of the 

9 min total. It was still difficult air. By the time Heat B rolled around, a pocket of lift sat over the 

stream to the south of the field and arced towards the school in the SSW wind. This thermal s at 

around for an unusual 10 min. Four of the five pilots in that heat managed to get all three 3s. John 

McNeil was  the only one to have minor difficulty on the last flight ending with a total of 8:55.8. Itõs 

rare to see a nearly perfect AULD heat but the lift was just that good and repeatable. And of 

course,  that heat did little to separate the packé 

 

Round 4 ð Task N ð Best flight (9:59) was where things became interesting quickly. In Heat A , Mike 

Smith Kõed the heat with a 9:59. It wasnõt a gimme, but he pulled it off. Well done,  Mikey! In heat 

B both Gary Fogel and Mark Lalla Kõed with 9:59s. The lift had become difficult and choppy down 

low but once you got above a certain height it was possible to just fly around and go up. Mark 

Lalla in particular had a really epic flight in t his round flying his BAMF2 ð well done Mark! 

Unfortunately,  Justin Tolman  landed out during this heat while trying to connect with a thermal 

deep to the north. He managed to recover the glider without much damage but the land out 

and the time required cost him in round 4 and 5. We took a 5 min hiatus after round 4 hoping 

that J ustin would be back in time for round 5 and to give pilots additional time to enter scores.  

 

Round 5 ð Task F ð Three of Six (3:00 max) can be a tricky task for the timer, especially in cases 

where the pilot needs all six flights. Itõs often the case that in the heat of that craziness the pilot 

loses track of what flight they are on, so the timer needs to keep track of not only the number of 

flights but help with reading the air, etc. and it can be high workload for the timer. Mengchen 

took the K in heat A with an  8:51 total, Mike Smith and Will Lalla took the K in heat B with 9:00 

totals with Gary  not far behind with an 8:56.6. Great job guys!  

 

Round 6 ð Task D ð two flights (5:00 max) had lots of craziness. Think about it. Pilots just flew 10 min 

flights. How hard could it be to get 5 min? Well apparently,  pretty hard. Over both heat A and B 

only four pilots , Milan, Mengchen, Mike, and John managed to achieve something close to a 5 

min flight. The sink cycle had definitely returned and all of the magic area of Round 5 was now 

far gone to the north of the school. With some super flying, Milan Bregman took heat A  with a 

total of 8:40.4, crushing ot hers in that heat. Justin Tolman took heat B with a 6:56.7 total. Many 

people completed that task early (I was first off the field with a 4:54.8 total. Bleh!)  
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May  DLG Contest Report (continued)  

In the end Milan Bregman took first place, his first at a TPG DLG monthly , followed by Mike Smith 

in second and Mengchen Li in third. Gotta say, everyone flew well in challenging conditions that 

were similar to the overcast and cool of the IHLGF without the drizzle. This was good practice. 

Additionally,  everyone seemed to enjoy the timer clinic and the timer assignment strategy. Not 

suggesting we need to do that every time, just suggesting that every now and then itõs a good 

idea to reinforce the importance of timing and as pilots we often practice on fl ying but rarely 

think to practice our timing skills. Reviewing the tasks on your own and thinking  about timer 

responsibilities carefully is a good thing to do. Asking your pilot if they prefer count up or down 

on the last 30 seconds is also appreciated and a timer should be able to do either for their pilot. 

If you are uncomfortable as a timer doing o ne or the other, practice at your desk ð itõs not hard 

to do with a little practice. If you are uncomfortable as a pilot doing QTs with someone counting 

up vs down, practice ð itõs not hard to do either. One may be preferred but you still need to 

achieve i f your timer has difficulty with an approach.  

 

 
Podium of Milan Bregman (center, 1 st place), Mike Smith (left, 2 nd  place) and Mengchen Li (right, 3 rd place); (Gary 

Fogel photo)  
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May  DLG Contest Report (continued)  

F3X Vault Scores  

 

Overall, we had a super fun time. Thanks to Chuck Norris for the loan of equipment while on 

travel; to Justin for assistance with set up; Cliff for water, sodas, and power at the field and Tom 

and Cliff for field maintenance ð weõre in mid-May now and the field is still looking super! And 

thanks for the 10 folks who showed up. Look forward to seeing you June 28 at Poway for our next 

monthly DLG which will be followed June 29 with our first Team DLG contest of the year. If you 

havenõt tried Team DLG, you should definitely give it a shot! 
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  May Tow Hook Fun Fly ð John McNeil  

We held our second Tow Hook Fun Fly on 

Sunday, May 25, at Encinitas. We set up 

two 2m hi-starts, a 1.5m hi-start, and the 

winch. At the pilot's meeting, we shared 

our goals for the day. These included 

testing and tuning open-class and 2m 

airplanes, LSF level I 5-minute flights, spot 

landing tasks, and developing other 

flight skills. Dave started on the winch 

with a very large wood REF (Rudder, 

Elevator, Flap) Windfree XL. The plane 

looked and flew beautifully. I worked up 

the courage to launch the 3.7m F3J 

Aspire I bought from Cliff Hunter at the 

Foamy F5J boot sale. This plane has 

been "around the club." Despite some 

hanger rash, it is a beautiful airplane 

and flew very well. It covered ground 

impressively, allowing me to transit the 

length and breadth of the field, hooking 

thermals. 

 
A few of t he Tow Hook Fun Fly crew (Chuck Norris photo)  

Back to tuning, Gary dialed in a 

full-house 2m launched off the 

bungee. Larry Jolly joined us and 

flew my Aspire. He flew this design 

competitively in 2008 and was 

kind enough to give me a couple 

of setup tips. Sadly, Chuck Norris 

found the "velocity not to 

exceed" (VNE) on his Yellow 

Jacket during launch. The flutter 

was spectacular and loud. 

Michael Gillen and Paul Nibecker 

also got flying and tuning time. 

 

We wrapped up by noon, closing 

a pleasant, productive morning. I 

always appreciate all the pilots 

helping with setup and tear -

down. Special thanks go to Brian 

Moore for extra prep and 

reworking the winch turnaround.  

 

 

 
Gary manning the winch as Dave Hall preps his Windfree XL for launch 

(Chuck Norris photo)  
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May  Tow Hook Fun Fly (continued)   

On June 14, we will fly a "proper" Team F3L. We will have the speakers and clock to run 9 -minute 

rounds. If you haven't flown the head -to -head team format, you are in for some fun! Gary will be 

the CD and assign the teams according to his own logic (or whim). At least three TPGers are 

headed to New Mexico for a 2 -day  event later in June. Finally, as a reminder, TPG will host a 2 -

Day contest on August 23 & 24. Please mark it on your calendars. We will open the field for 

practice the preceding Friday.  

 
Dave Hall launching his Windfree XL (Chuck Norris photo)  
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 Of cfffffffffff   

Club Membership Update ð Cliff Hunter   

 
Cliff Hunter  

Membership Processing  

Please use th e link below  when joining as a new member or renewing an existing membership. 

Fill out the registration form completely  and pay using PayPal, credit card or check .  Current 

members will receive  a ren ewal notice using the TPG Google  Group email process. If you have 

not signed up for the TPG Google Group, you will be sent an individual email.  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership/  

 

All new and renewing members will receive a membership card and key (if requested, for 

Encinitas and Poway) . The key provides access to the gates at our Encinitas and Poway flying 

sites. Members who fly at the Torrey Pines Gliderport and are Gliderport rated will receive a club 

lanyard from a club representative at the Gliderport. Members must wear the lanyard wi th the 

membership card attached when flying at the Gliderport, for safety reasons. Remember, you 

must have a current AMA membership to join TPG. To  join AMA, follow this link: 

https://join.modelaircraft.org/torreypinesgulls/  

 

Please contact me at: membership@torreypinesgulls.org  if you have not received  your 

membership materials or have any membership -related questions .  

 
 

Hello Gulls,  

 

Great n ews! We have 103 paid memberships for 2025 . Thanks for renewing  

(and new members  for joining) . We still have 18 members who have not 

renewed. Please do so  to continue enjoying the benefits of TPG 

membership.  

 

Renew and/or become a Torrey Pines Gulls member.  If you know s omeone 

who may be interest ed in RC soaring , please invite them to some of our 

events and encourage them to sign up and become a member.  

 

 

Membership Activity Summary  as of May 27 , 2025 

The tabl e below is a summary of lifetime members, new and renewed full members, and youth 

members; based on completed registration forms received  to date.  

 

Date : May 27 , 2025 Added Since Last Report  

New TPG Members  2 

Youth Members  0 

TPG Renewals and New Members to Date for 2025  103 

 

Renewing or new members must fill out the registration on our web site.  

Please use the link below when joining as a new member or renewing an existing membership. 

Fill out the registration form completely and pay using PayPal, credit card or check. If you have 

not signed up for the TPG Google Group, you will be sent an individ ual email when becoming 

a member.  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership/  

 

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership/
https://join.modelaircraft.org/torreypinesgulls/
mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership/
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Note:  TPG membership information will not be shared or sold and will only be used to contact 

members for purposes of TPG business.  

Club Membership Update  (continued)  

Annual Membership  

TPGõs membership period is January 1st through December 31 st. Renewals begin November 1 st 

of each year.  

 

Club Dues are as follows:  

 

¶ Full Members  ð $60 per year  

¶ Youth Members  (19 years or younger)  ð $5 per year  

¶ Student Members  (full-time)  ð $30 per year  

¶ Work Credit  You will receive a credit of up to $20 on your annual dues; $10 per each half -

day working at any TPG flying field. When filling out your registration  form, there is a place 

to input your hours/credit.  

 

New members joining in the first six months of the year pay the full rate.  Those joining in July 

through September pay half the applicable rate.  If you are a new member joining in October 

through December, you pay the full rate, but your membership is co nsidered paid through t he 

end of the following year.  

 

You can get more detailed information regarding your yearly membership benefits by using the 

following link:  Torrey Pines Gulls Membership Guide , which will provide answers t o many of you r 

questions regarding Torrey Pines Gulls activities.  Also review the TPG Club Bylaws for more 

information at: Club Bylaws  

 

Cliff Hunter  

Membership Chairman  

membership@torreypinesgulls.org  

760-703-4497 cell  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  TPG membership information will not be shared or sold and will only be used to contact 

members for purposes of TPG business.  

 

 

https://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/TPG-Member-Reference-Guide_November-2021.pdf
https://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/TPG-Bylaws_Jan-2022.pdf
mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
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Click on this photo to visit the TPG Poway Flight Center.  

 

Click on this photo to visit the TPG Encinitas Flight Center.  

 
 

Where We Fly ð Panoramas ð Ian Cummings  

Click on this photo to visit the Torrey Pines Gliderport.  

 

Here are Ian Cummingsõ immersive panoramas of our world class flying sites; the world -famous Torrey 

Pines Gliderport, Poway Flight Center, where each year the club sponsors the IHLGF (International Hand 

Launch Glider Festival) and the Encinitas Flight Center. Clicking on the pictures takes you to our sites:  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/IHLGF-2017/IHLG.htm
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/IanEncinitas/Encinitas.htm
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/IanTorrey2018/Torrey_.htm
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Thermal Coordinator ð John McNeil  
 

In 2024, Thermal D uration  (winch launch)  contests were  moved into 

the new Tow Hook Series (see the following pages). For F5J contest 

dates, check the calendar on the Torrey Pines Gulls website:  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/  

 

Also, be sure to subscribe to the RCGroups 202 5 TPG F5Jl c ontest 

schedule  thread for contest news : 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662319 -2025-

TPG-F5J-contest -schedule  

 

or contact John McNeil  at  thermal@torreypinesgulls.org  

 

 

 

 
John McNeil  

DLG Coordinator ð Justin Tolman  
 

For DLG contest dates, check the calendar on the Torrey Pines Gulls 

website:  http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/  

 

For information, contacts, rules, etc. for past and upcoming Hand 

Launch/DLG contests, check the following link on the Torrey Pines Gulls 

website: http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/discus -launch -glider -series/   

 

Also, be sure to subscribe to the RCGroups 202 5 TPG DLG Contest /Clinic 

Series thread for contest news : 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4658315 -2025-

Torrey-Pines-Gulls-DLG-Contest -Clinic -Series 

 

or contact Justin Tolman  at dlg@torreypinesgulls.org  

 

DLG/Hand Launch /F3K Contest Series                    

 
Justin Tolman  

How We Compete  

F5J Contest Series                               

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662319-2025-TPG-F5J-contest-schedule
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662319-2025-TPG-F5J-contest-schedule
mailto:thermal@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/discus-launch-glider-series/
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4658315-2025-Torrey-Pines-Gulls-DLG-Contest-Clinic-Series
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4658315-2025-Torrey-Pines-Gulls-DLG-Contest-Clinic-Series
mailto:dlg@torreypinesgulls.org
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How We Compete (continued)  

Team DLG Series                    

                         
Thermal Coordinator ð John McNeil  
 

Following a successful and fun launch of this new contest format in 

2024, we have expanded the team DLG schedule in 2025. Each event 

will be on a Sunday following a Saturday monthly DLG.  

 

The 2025 schedule and individual contest updates can be found on RC 

Groups: https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662309 -

2025-TPG-Team-DLG-Series 

 

or contact John McNeil at thermal@torreypinesgulls.org  

 

 

 

 

 
John McNeil  

Team DLG format:   

¶ Teams consist of exactly four pilots . 

¶ In each heat , three of the pilots fly while one pilot times and provides team direction . 

¶ Each round , the timer is rotated. After four rounds, all team members will have timed 

once . 

¶ Contest rounds follow F3K formats except:  

o Flight timing  

Á Flight time starts when the last of three pilots releases the model . 

Á Flight time ends when the first of three pilots time would end . 

Á If any pilot lands out of bounds, then the flight scores zero . 

Á (In other words, all three pilots fly each flight together for a single flight time)  

 

For full details, check out this RCGroups Forum: 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4617285 -New -F3K-Team-Contest -Format  

 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662309-2025-TPG-Team-DLG-Series
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662309-2025-TPG-Team-DLG-Series
mailto:thermal@torreypinesgulls.org
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4617285-New-F3K-Team-Contest-Format
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How We Compete (continued)  

TPG Pilots agree we want more events in 2025. Accordingly, the TPG EC 

has scheduled ten events next year. We are also adding a two -day event 

in October!  

 

As attendance grows, and to make time to help each other, we will hold 

two types of events. Seven events will be bungee -only for 2m and 1.5m. 

These days, we will fly in the same format as in 2024, with six rounds for 2m 

and five for 1.5 in the four -hour op en -flying window.  

 

The other three events will host a 5 -round winch/open  TD contest 

alongside a fun -fly for bungee planes, where we will place 2m and 1.5m 

bungees. These fun -fly days are meant to allow pilots to trim planes 

together, practice, and do whatever else we can think of to help each 

other.  

 

The 2025 schedule and individual contest updates can be found on RC 

Groups:  

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662329 -2025-TPG-

Tow-Hook -Series-F3L-F3RES-TD-1-5m#post53309761  

 

For more info, contact John McNeil  at thermal@torreypinesgulls.org  

 

2024 TPG Tow Hook Series - F3L/F3RES/TD/1.5m      

 
John McNeil  

Aircraft Classes  

¶ 1.5m RES bungee launch. Max flying weight is 250g. Construction materials and 

techniques must follow F3L rules.  

Max imum  flight time is 5 minutes . 

¶ 2m RES bungee launch. Construction materials and techniques must follow F3L rules  

Max imum  flight time is 6 minute s. 

¶ AMA thermal duration open class. Winch launch . Skegs are allowed  

Max imum  flight time is 10 minutes . 

 

Equipment  

At least three landing tapes will be provided, marked for F3L. AMA TD will use the same 

landing bonus formula as the other classes . 

 

F3L compliant bungees will be provided by the club and set  up at  the CDõs direction. 

At the CDs discretion, all bungees may be shortened from F3L standard to accommodate 

field conditions . Lighter 1.5m meter bungees will also be setup.  

 

Winches : 

A single winch will be on TD days. The winch shall be set  up in parallel with, and at the same 

length as the stretched  bungees . The winch will not have a retriever.  

 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662329-2025-TPG-Tow-Hook-Series-F3L-F3RES-TD-1-5m#post53309761
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662329-2025-TPG-Tow-Hook-Series-F3L-F3RES-TD-1-5m#post53309761
mailto:thermal@torreypinesgulls.org
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How We Compete (continued)  

2024 TPG Tow Hook Series - F3L/F3RES/TD/1.5m (continued)     

When 

Refer to posted schedules on RCGroups and the Torrey Pines Gulls website.  

 

Where  

 TPG Encinitas Flight Center, except within 5 days following rain, when the contest will 

relocate to the Poway Flight Center.  

 

How 

John McNeil, in the role of TPG Thermal coordinator, will recruit a CD for each contest. This 

format does not require the sound system or timing board, but does require bungees and 

sometimes a winch.  
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How We Compete (continued)  

F5J Fun Fly and Contest/Clinic  Series                                                      _    

 
  Don Lochhead  

TPG will continue our F5J style foamy fun fly contest (and clinic) Series in 2025 

at our Poway field.  

 

This is truly a fun-fly and a great way to get into F5J style flying. Any foamy or 

stick-built plane up to 2m (or so) is welcome. Night Radians are very popular 

but we also see Yellow Jackets  (stick-built)  and a variety of other vintage 

foamy and balsa stick -built aircraft.  

 

We fly 7 -minute windows with standard F5J landing tapes. If you are just 

getting started and do not have an Altis yet, no problem. Your timer will give 

you the 30 second call to cut your motor and the CD will announce a default 

launch height to be used for scoring purposes.  

 

We typically pause mid -contest for a quick clinic. Subjects generally focus on F5J topics of 

interest to pilots getting into the format.  The events are free but we still ask all pilots to sign up 

on F3X Vault so we know how many to expect and can run the matrix ahead of time . 

 

Be on the lookout for F5J Fun Fly  events coming up in 2025.  

Come on out and join the fun!  

 

 

 

 
Bob Hirsch photo  
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What is LSF? ð Gary Fogel  

The League of Silent Flight (LSF) https://www.silentflight.org/  is the 

special interest group (SIG) representing RC soaring to the Academy 

of Model Aeronautics. LSF has its own lengthy and important history, 

having first been conceived of in Northern California over 50 years 

ago, and helps arrange the annual RC soarin g Nationals at Muncie, 

Indiana each summer. Additional info on its history can be found 

here: http://www.silentflight.org/images/documents/lsfstory.pdf  

 

 
League of Silent Flight  

 

 
Gary Fogel  

In addition to this, LSF has two 

types of Soaring Accomplishment 

Programs (SAPs) that encourage  

personal skill development in the 

sport  and are fun!  There is an SAP 

that is strictly for RC soaring (the 

oldest and original SAP) and with 

the advent of electric launch 

methods, an eSAP was added 

more recently that duplicates the 

original SAP but with the use of 

electric motors for launch.  

 

Each SAP consists of a series of 

five levels of achievement with 

increasing difficulty (Figure 1). The 

levels involve  slope and  thermal 

soaring, spot landings, cross -

country flights and  participation 

at c ontest s. A pilot needs to 

achieve Level I before 

proceeding to Level II and so forth 

all the way up through Level V.  

 

 
Fig. 1. The requirements for the LSF SAP and eSAP levels of achievement.  

(Source: https://www.silentflight.org/index.php/lsf -program/lsf -tasks) 

 

https://www.silentflight.org/
http://www.silentflight.org/images/documents/lsfstory.pdf
https://www.silentflight.org/index.php/lsf-program/lsf-tasks
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What is LSF? ð (continued)  

Similarly, pilots who regularly hone their skills at contests generally improve in overall performance 

and over time, seek increasingly different and difficult tasks. By the time a pilot achieves Level 

IV, the Level V tasks can feel daunting. A 2 -hour thermal duration flight. An 8 -hour slope duration 

flight (some refer to this as the òbladder testó). A goal and return cross-country flight of 6.2 miles 

out and 6.2 miles back. Its longer than it seems. And Level V requires 3 contes t wins at large 

contests ove r 20 participants. These days it can be hard to find contests of this size, and the 

requirement to win them really means the pilot has to be on the top of their game. It can take 

years or decades for a pilot to complete Level V. Some pilots never do comple te Level V; in fact, 

only 138 people in the history of the program have done so.  

 

So how do you get started? Itõs EASY. Firstly, go to:  

https://www.silentflight.org/index.php/lsf -program/lsf -tasks  

and print out a copy of the voucher form. Choose the path you wish (SAP and/or eSAP)  

 

Bring the appropriate voucher with you to any of our many TPG events in 2024 and participate! 

If, for instance, you are flying in an F5J contest, each landing can be considered as a spot 

landing for the Level I and II requirements. Even the contest flights can have sufficient time to 

satisfy Level I requirements. Whenever you do ma ke an achievement, have the contest director 

or your timer sign your form as a witness. We have Torrey Pines Gliderport (and other slopes) at 

our disposal ð easy to get a 15 min s lope flight with your buddies.  

 

Once youõve completed all of the Level I tasks, submit the completed voucher to LSF Secretary 

Walter òWallyó Adazczik at lsf_secretary@silentflight.org  as a pdf scan or photo that clearly shows 

the witness signatures. Wally  will then review your voucher and email you your acceptance or 

rejection of the voucher submission.  If for some reason your voucher is rejected, you will have 

to adjudicate rejections with Wally . 

 

A question then ð who in the TPG has what LSF levels in SAP and eSAP? Well, we collect that 

information as a part of membership renewal. The Table on the following page  provides the 

current LSF Levels for those who indicated so on their membership forms. This can (and should!) 

of course change over time.  

 

Note that we have many  members who are SAP Level I and 3 members who are eSAP Level 1 .  

It doesnõt take much for them to get to Level II. At the other end of the spectrum, we have 8 

members who are Level IV. Itõs going to take some teamwork to get them to Level V. In between 

we have lots of pilots who can benefit by flying in our contests or  getting out for some slope 

duration at Torrey, etc. If you arenõt on the list and have achieved an LSF level, please let me 

know.  

 

 
League of Silent Flight  

 

https://www.silentflight.org/index.php/lsf-program/lsf-tasks
mailto:lsf_secretary@silentflight.org
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What is LSF? ð (continued)  

 
League of Silent Flight  

 

How many Level increases can TPG 

members achieve in 202 for either SAP 

or eSAP? Feel free to reach out to me 

or others on this list and they will be 

pleased to help recommend some 

strategies or serve as a witness if they 

can, for your achievements. On June 

8, weõre planning an LSF day at Poway 

and Torrey to help get people signed 

off. We might throw in some additional 

LSF days if there is interest.  

 

Use our many contests and fun flys as 

a way to help advance in these 

programs. Just be sure to bring your 

vouchers and if necessary, arrange in 

advance for the proper number and 

type of witnesses so they can sign your 

form afterwards.  

 

Want to find out more? Check out the 

LSF program at:  

https://www.silentflight.org/index.php  

 

Last Name First Name SAP  eSAP 

Blodgett Edward Level I   

Bregman Milan 
Working on 

Level I   

Brooksby Chris Level I   

Butler  Alan "Moose" Level I   

Clerx Ben Level IV Level I 

Condon Steve Level IV   

Conwell Adina 
Working on 

Level I  

Cronkhite Doug Level I   

Cummings Ian Level II   

Cummins Dan Level II   

Efstathiou Chris Level I Level I 

Fogel Gary Level IV Level II 

Hall Dave Level IV Level I 

Hanson Craig Level I   

Hanson Kirk Level II   

Houck Greg Level I   

Hunter Cliff  Level I   

Hunter Cliff    
Working on 

Level I 

Kiesling Thomas Level III   

Legerton Gary 
Working on 

Level I   

Li Mengchen Level I  

Lochhead Donald Level I 
Working on 

Level I 

McCurdy Scott   Level I 

McFarland Dan Level I   

McNeil John Level III Level I 

Metzdorff Eric Level I   

Miller Corky Level II   

Norris Charles  Level III Level I 

Olefsky Jake 
Working on 

Level I  

Pili Ray Level II Level 1 

Redman Mike Level II   

Rozek Dieter Level II   

Schafer Chris Level IV   

Smith Mike Level IV   

Throop Terry Level IV   

Ungar Kyle Level I   

Verzuh Mike Level III   

Ward Les Level III   

Warner Garth Level III   

Watson Tom Level IV   

 

https://www.silentflight.org/index.php
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How We Connect  

Donõt forget to join 

 

 
In order to maintain a line of communication among members, we have a TPG Google Group . 

Please make sure that our club Membership Chairman has your current email address. You can 

confirm this by contacting membership@torreypinesgulls.org .  If you are not already a member 

of the TPG Google Group, you will be sent an invitation to join.  

 

When  you join as a member of the priv ate TPG Google G roup, the club will distribute 

notifications, newsletters, contest events and holiday party info, etc. This information will keep 

you informed of all club activities throughout the year. You donõt need  a Gmail address  to 

participate in Google Groups, but you do need to be a member of TPG.  
 

Google Groups  provides a  gre a t way of 

communicating with one another . If you 

have any questions  or concerns about 

almost anything having to do with flying, 

building, finding another club member , 

etc., you can post them on Google 

Groups. It also allows you to send links and 

attachments, just like regular email.  

 

éand, very importantly, since all 

postings/emails are done through Google 

Groups, your actual email address in not 

visible when notifications are sent out to the 

club members. Also, only members of the 

group can post to the group , so joining the 

group does not add to your spam burden.  

 

So, verify that the club has your correct 

email, make sure you receive an invitation 

to join Google Groups and sign up!  

 

 

What do YOU think?  

 

You can express your opinion at:   www.torreypinesgulls.org . 

 

We have a QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS link in the drop -down menu that appears when you 

scroll over TORREY PINES GULLS next to LOCATIONS, CALENDAR, MEMBERSHIPéIf you have any 

questions, concerns, suggestions, etc. for the board, hereõs your chance. 

 

New Procedure for Joining Google Groups  

 
Here are the steps new club members need to 

take to be added to Google Groups if they don't 

have a Gmail account/ address:   

1. Go to the Google Account Sign In page . 

2. Click Create account.  

3. Enter your name.  

4. Click Use my current email address instead.  

5. Enter your current email address.  

6. Click Next.  

7. Verify your email address with the code 

sent to your existing email.  

8. Click Verify.  

9. Confirm with TPG Membership (Cliff Hunter) 

the above steps have been  completed, 

use the following email address. 

membership@torreypinesgulls.org   

 

mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
https://accounts.google.com/signin
mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
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Are you a member of ?  
If youõre notéyou should be ! RCGroups is the most widely used and active online Radio 

Control Community for everything RC, from planes to cars, to boats, drones, radios, power 

systemsépretty much anything RC! It includes forums, specific interest threads, blogs, 

discussions, etc.éand, more importantly, The Torrey Pines Gulls Forum.  

 

To get started, click on the link or web page below to get to the TPG Club forum. You can also 

get there from the Clubs  link at the lower right of the RCGroups home page and scroll down 

to Torrey Pines Gulls.  

 

https://www.rcgroups.com/torrey -pines -gulls -672/  

 
 

If you havenõt yet joined RCGroups, click on the Sign Up link at the upper right and follow the 

instructions.  

 

Once youõve navigated to the Torrey Pines Gulls Forum, you can subscribe to the Forum or to 

any of the individual threads within the Forum.  

 

To subscribe to the Forum, click the Forum Tools link and select òSubscribe to This Forumó from 

the dropdown menu. Then choose from the notification dropdown menu. If you want to 

subscribe to a specific thread, click to open the thread, and click the Thread Tools link. Select 

òSubscribe to This Threadó from the dropdown menu. Again, choose from the notification 

dropdown menu.  

 

Unlike the old Yahoo Forum, RCGroups allows you to post photos and videos. By subscribing, 

you can keep up with the latest events, club activities and member postings.  

 

How We Connect (continued)  

https://www.rcgroups.com/torrey-pines-gulls-672/
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/register.php?
https://www.rcgroups.com/torrey-pines-gulls-672/
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Check out the TPG                 Page  
 
If you havenõt had a chance yet, check out our TPG Facebook page by clicking the links 

below for new content posted by club members and friends.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/TorreyPinesGulls/  

 

 

      

 

How We Connect (continued)  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TorreyPinesGulls/photos/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/TorreyPinesGulls/photos/?ref=page_internal
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    TPG is on 

TPGõs Media Coordinator, Mengchen Li, has created an Instagram account for the Torrey 

Pines Gulls. If youõre already on Instagram, search for torrey_pines_gulls and click on follow. If 

youõre not on Instagram, well, nowõs a great time to join!  

 

Also, if you have any photos or videos of your RC soaring activities, contests, builds, fun flys, 

etc., send them along to Mengchen at media@torreypinesgulls.org  and you might find your 

submittal on a TPG Instagram post.  

 
 

 

How We Connect (continued)  

mailto:media@torreypinesgulls.org
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Club Officers and Contact Information  

 President  Chuck Norris  president@torreypinesgulls.org  

Vice -President  Gary Fogel  vp@torreypinesgulls.org  

Past President  Ian Cummings   

Secretary  Dale Gottdank  secretary@torreypinesgulls.org  

Treasurer Don Lochhead  treasurer@torreypinesgulls.org  

Communications Officer  Dale Gottdank  communications@torreypinesgulls.org  

Thermal Coordinator  John McNeil  thermal@torreypinesgulls.org  

Slope Coordinator  Bret Locke  slope@torreypinesgulls.org  

DLG Coordinator  Justin Tolman  dlg@torreypinesgulls.org  

Membership Chair  Cliff Hunter  membership@torreypinesgulls.org  

IHLGF Coordinator  Chuck Norris  president@torreypinesgulls.org  

LSF Coordinator  Gary  Fogel  lsf@torreypinesgulls.org  

Webmaster  Jake Olefsky  tpg@foldnfly.com  

Media Coordinator  Mengchen Li  media@torreypinesgulls.org  

Historian Gary Fogel  historian@torreypinesgulls.org  

 

Executive Officers  

                 
     Chuck Norris          Gary Fogel           Dale Gottdank   Don Lochhead  

 

                      
       John McNeil                Bret Locke    Justin Tolman       Cliff Hunter  

  

 

 

mailto:president@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:vp@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:secretary@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:treasurer@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:communications@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:thermal@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:slope@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:dlg@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:president@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:lsf@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:tpg@foldnfly.com
mailto:media@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:historian@torreypinesgulls.org
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Photo of the Month Contest  

 
Each month club members may submit photos of an activity related to soaring and the 

newsletter editor will post a WINNER. 

A Photo of the Year  winner will be selected from among the monthly winners and will receive 

a prize (their photo will be used as the website and newsletter masthead AND will appear on 

the followi ng yearõs club membership card); so horizontal format photos are preferred.   

 

Email your photos ( JPG format and original high -resolution version , p lease ) to Dale Gottdank 

at submit@torreypinesgulls.org . Please provide your name, location of photo and photo 

description. Note: December photo of the month winner(s)  will be included in the following 

yearõs Photo of the Year  competition.  

 
January Winner  ð Adam Toogood launching Alexis Scottõs Bearcatéin Blue Angels livery  (Matin Taraz  

photo)          

 
December 2024 Co -Winner ð Joe Cormierõs 2m Racer 

chased by Geroge Clarkeõs 41ó MIG on a blustery 

Torrey Friday in November (Greg Houck photo)  
 

 

 
Decem ber Co -Winner  ð Greg Houck launching Joe 

Cormierõs Zero at Torrey (Matin Taraz photo)          

mailto:submit@torreypinesgulls.org
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Photo of the Month Contest  (continued)  

 

 
 February Winner  ð Owen Croucher and Brin Moor at the January Kick -off Fun Fly (Adina Conwell photo)          

 
March Winner  ð Colorful combat wings and pilots at the February Slope Combat Fiesta (Bob Hirsch photo)  


