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Today I have the very special privilege 

to announce that two Gulls members, 

Gary Fogel and Larry Jolly, will be 

inducted into the AMA Hall of Fame.  

This is a huge honor and having two 

members inducted at the same time is 

very exciting!  

 

Many of you know Gary Fogel well.  He 

is our current club VP and historian, 

and if youõve flown DLG or F3Res, 

youõve youõve likely flown with him. You know he isa down -to -earth 

guy who is quick to help or share what he knows.  Maybe 

you donõt know he is also a scientist, author, lecturer, 

associate professor, AMA Fellow, AMA committee member 

and US and world record holder.  

 

Gary has been in aeromodelling for over 50 years that 

began at the Torrey Pines Gliderport.  Together with his family 

in the 1990s, Gary helped preserve the Torrey Pines 

Gliderport for motorless flight with various historic 

designations. Following this, he  proposed and helped 

establish the AMA National Model Aviation Heritage 

program with Torrey Pines listed as the inaugural site.  Gary 

has authored four books and nearly 50 journal articles on the 

history of motorless aviation. An enthusiastic promoter of 

model aviation, he has provided over 130 lectures since 1997 

to various organizations across the nation, and for the last 12 

years he has taught an introductory course on aerospace 

engineering at SDSU earning several awards from the AIAA.  
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Photo above:  

Gary Fogelõs F3L Yellow Jacket amid the 

wildflowers at our Encinitas Flight Center 

(Gary Fogel photo)  
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  Message from the President  (continued)  

Gary has established many national and world records with aeromodels including a goal and 

return flight of 39.1km with an RC sailplane in 2005 and a goal and return of 224.22 km with an 

electric powered model in 2017. During a time of increased FAA involve ment with model 

aviation, Gary served on the AMA Model Aircraft Standards Committee (2009 -2015) to help 

preserve recreational aeromodeling. As an elected AMA Fellow, he currently serves on the AMA 

FAI Executive Committee helping to oversee FAI programming in the USA. 

 

Heõs very well deserving of this Hall of Fame induction. 

 
A very young Gary Fogeléeven then he knew. 

 
A more recent photo of Gary  

You may be less familiar with Larry Jolly, but his RC exploits and career are legendary.  An avid 

RC pilot and aeromodeler for nearly 70 years, he represented Team USA twelve times at the 

World Championships across four model airplane disciplines including three times on F2D control 

line team, three times on the F3B soaring team, three times on the F5D electric pylon racing 

team, and three times on the F3J soaring team. His efforts at the dawn of RC helicopters were 

exceptional and he is regarded as the first in the world to fly an RC electric helicopter. Larr y 

went on to fly RC helicopters for the TV show Airwolf, formed Larry Jolly Miniature Products, and 

made a career flying a wide variety of models for the movie industry in both TV and film, earning 

an Emmy Award in the process. He has continued strong inte rest in FAI programs, helping to 

establish FAI F3L from its beginnings as F3RES in Turkey, competing in that discipline since roughly 

2014 and winning the US NATS in F3RES in 2018. He has helped establish FAI F5J in the USA and 

serves on the F5J Tour Advis ory Group. He was the first to complete LSF Level V for both the 

soaring achievement program and the electric soaring achievement program.  

 

Weõre fortunate that Larry lives in the area and has had a long-standing relationship RC soaring 

clubs in southern California including the Torrey Pines Gulls and the Harbor Soaring Society.  Larry 

is also a great guy to hang out with, and is also very wel l deserving of this Hall of Fame 

introduction.  
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  Message from the President  (continued)  

Weõll be planning and announcing a dual induction ceremony for later this year, so weõll update 

you when those plans come together.  But in the meantime, join me in congratulating Gary and 

Larry on this wonderful achievement!  

 

Chuck  

 
Larry Jollyéthe early years 

 
   A more recent photo of Larry  
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TPG July/August  Events 

DATE EVENT COMMENTS 

July 5th Aerobatics Day ð TWF/PNF ð Jesters, 

Ahis, Shrikes; whatever turns on a dime  
Torrey Pines Gliderport  

No Contest Registration Required  

Fun Fly! 

July 12th DLG Contest  Poway Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault  

July 13th Tow Hook Series Contest  

F3L/F3RES ð 2m & 1.5m  

Encinitas  Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault  

July 20th  F5J Contest  Poway Flight Center  

Register on  F3X Vault  

July 27th F5J Foamy Fun Fly Poway Flight Center  

Register on  F3X Vault  

August 9 th Fly ôn Swap Again! ð A day to fly and 

swap meet. Clean out your garages 

and make room for more birds  

Torrey Pines Gliderport  

No Contest Registration Required  

Fun Fly! 

August 16 th DLG Contest  Poway Flight Center  

Register on  F3X Vault  

August 17 th Team DLG Contest  Poway Flight Center  

Register on  F3X Vault  

August 23 rd ð 24th Two-Day Tow Hook Series Contest  

F3L/F3RES ð 2m & 1.5m  

Encinitas  Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault  

August 26 th Club Virtual Meeting  Zoom link:  

TPG Virtual Meeting Zoom Link  

 

2025 IHLGF pilots (Darian Bregman photo ) 

https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=3583
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=3605
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=3960
https://f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=3606
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=3584
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=3600
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=3607
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2025896304?pwd=WWN5bVdGaWlzeEVPNklsYzcydE9TQT09
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Newsletter This Month - Dale Gottdank , Editor 

Dale Go ttdank  

 

 

Please contribute to our GULL WINGS NEWSLETTER

 

Send pictures, or maybe even an article!   It could be just a paragraph with 

some photos from a great soaring day éeven something interesting youõve 

seen on the internet. Iõd like to have the newsletter published by the first week 

of every month . If thereõs a project youõre working on, donõt just post it on 

RCGroupséshare it with your club!  

 

February  Issue highlights include:  

ü Special Message from the President (page 1)  

ü Katie Martin International Tribute Wrap -Up/News from the Slope (page 7) 

ü Slope Combat coming up this month! (page 11) 

ü Wing Covering Clinic  (page 13) 

ü Contest Reports  (starting page 17) 

ü Photo of the Month Contest (page 42) 

 

Please send in your articles or photos  (communications@torreypinesgulls.org ) 

by the  25th of each month so they can be included in the monthly newsletter . 

If there are too many, weõll save them for the next issue. Photos should be in 

their original, high -resolution format.  The newsletter can be found on the Torrey 

Pines Gulls website at http://www.torreypinesgulls.org . 

 
 

 
Many attendees and a variety of aircraft at  the 2025 Katie Martin International Tribute  (Gary Fogel photo ) 

 

 

mailto:communications@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
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  Club Meetings, Contests and Activities  
 

Each virtual meeting also comes with the opportunity to participate in our Super Raffle  for 2025. 

Weõll have opportunity for two random drawings at each virtual meeting for Super Raffle tickets. 

At the year -end holiday party , these tickets will be put into a hat and drawn randomly for prizes. 

Winners have to be present at the holiday party to participate. This last December we had 

some really great prize s including a RTF Night Radian and other goodies. If anyone out there is 

interested in assisting with the  year -end Raffle please reach out to Gary Fogel.  

 

So come join our 2025 virtual meetings, hang in there through the presentation, get that winning 

raffle ticket and see what you might win next December! See you at the next meeting!  

 

The Torrey Pines Gulls hosts bi-monthly club meetings virtually via Zoom. Itõs really easy to use 

Zoom, join in the fun, chat with other s; and we typically have a presentation about a topic in 

RC soaring or something  aviation related.  

 

At our last virtual meeting  on  June  24th, we were joined by Zeve Zilberstein (one of Gary Fogelõs 

SDSU students) and Carla Leon, also from SDSU, as guest speake rs. The Aztec Aerospace Design 

(AAD, SDSUõs Design Build Fly team) met with the Torrey Pines Gulls for an informal presentation 

to review and assess their past year in competing in the annual AIAA DBF competition. They 

explained the contest, their team structure, and detailed their design processes and 

philosophies, their results at competition, and lessons learned through internal review, as well 

as their goals for the upcoming season. Thank you Zeve and Carla!  

 

Super Raffle tickets were won by Chuck Norris and Paul Nibecker. Previous winners were Marty 

Zimmerman and Justin Tolman in April and Cliff Hunter and Ed LaCroix in February.  

 

Our next club meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 24 th, at 7:00pm Pacific  Time. You can 

be sure weõll have a fascinating presentation, a chance to win a ticket to the year-end Super 

Raffle and as always, a time to touch base with flying buddies and friends.  

 

The link to the Zoom meeting will be shared with the club via discord and Google Groups prior 

to each meeting.  It also appears on the Upcoming TPG Events able in the Newsletter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
2024 IHLGF pilots (Bob Hirsch photo)k  
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News from the Slope ð Bret Locke , Slope Coordinator  

 
Bret Locke  

 

Bring the Sunshine!  

In line with  typical  San Diego  coastal  weather  conditions,  the  gloomy  weather  is starting  to  

break -up  and  bright  sunny conditions  are  dominating.  This is good!  The Torrey Pines Gliderport  

pit  area  has received  a  facelift  and  the  Poway  Slope is always  waiti ng  for  some  combat  action.  

Slope  Events for  July include  Gliderport  Slope  Aerobatics  Day,  July 5th and  Poway  Combat  July 

27th. 

 

On  June  7th the  Torrey Pines Gulls hosted  the  Katie  Martin  International  Tribute (KTM) 2025 at  the  

Gliderport.   The KTM is our  largest  annual  sloping  event  that  attracts  slope  enthusiasts  of  all ages  

and  from  far -off  locations.  The KTM also brings  in the  original  RC slope  enthusiast,  designers  and  

manufacturers  from  the  70õs and  80õs. Especially,  Bob  Martin,  who  with  inspiration  from  his wife  

Katie,  created  many  RC aircraft  kits that  have  stood  the  test  of  time.   

 

Unfortunately,  Katie  passed  in December  2010 from  unresolvable  cardiovascular  issues. 

Although  Katie  moved  on  before  her time,  she managed  to  make  a  lasting  impact  on  our  

hobby.   With her  support  and  inspiration,  Bob  and  Katie,  designed  and  kitted  many  first-rate  

gliders,  which  RC pilots  enjoy  to  this day.  A short list includes  the  Talon, Katie  II, Bobcat,  SR-7 and  

Coyote.  In 1979, Bob  Martin  RC Models  acquired  the  rights to  the  Hobie  Hawk,  which  was  clearly  

a favorite  at  the  KMT.  Katie  in her  own  right,  was a  well -known  proponent  of  RC soaring,  always  

providing  assistance  to  new  pilots  at  the  slopes. Katie  was honored  as the  AMA  National  

Newsletter  Editor  of  the  Year  (1988), AMA  Club  President  for  two  years,  and  Hawk  of  the  Year  at  

the  Desert  Hawks Club.   This only  a  short list of  her  accomplishments  and  does  not  include  the  

many  lives that  she touched  in a  positive  way.   

 

The first KMT was  held  in 2011 to  commemorate  Katieõs contribution  to  the  RC gliding  sport  and  

her  endearing  support  for all that  knew  her.   This year  was  the  15th Annual  KTM, and  the  51st 

Anniversary  of  the  Hobie  Hawk.   Slope  pilots  start  to  trickle  in du ring Friday  evening  for  the  main  

event  on  Saturday,  June  7th.  By ten  oõclock Saturday,  most  of  the  participants  and  gliders  had  

established  their  presence  at  the  Torrey Pines Gliderport.  By eleven  oõclock, the  wind  started  to  

turn  due  west  and  glider  launches  began.  
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  News from the Slope (continued)  

During  the  day,  participants  purchased  KMT 2025 t-shirts and  raffle  tickets.  Raffle  prizes 

included  a  Hobie  Hawk  donated  by  Karlton  Spindle  (SkyPark at  Santaõs Village),  a  Dream  

Flight Alula  and  adhesive  packages  donated  by  Discount  Hobby  Warehouse,  an  RDX1 Battery  

Charger  donated  by  Hitec  and  two  FrSky receivers  from  TPG. The raffle  raised  $670 for  the  

American  Heart  Association,  Katieõs charity  of  choice.  

 

As the  day  progressed,  Tony Chin  of  FOX 5/KUSI NEWS came  to  cover/film  the  event  and  

showcase  the  memory  of  Katie  and  the  hobby  to  the  Public.  Gary  Fogel  and  Larry Jolly 

provided  background  information  for  the  story that  was  broadcasted  Saturday  evening  

(https://fox5sandiego.com/news/local -news/legacy -of-aviation -pioneer -celebrated -at -

annual -tribute -event -in-la -jolla/ ). Larry Jolly then  launch  Katieõs blue  and  white  Hobie  Hawk  

followed  by  a  moment  of  Silence.  

 

All-in-all KMT 2025 was  a  wonderful  event,  bringing  old  friends  together  to  catch -up,  and  share  

their  respect  for  a  fellow  sloper,  Katie  Martin.  On  the  following  pages  are  some  photos  of  the  

event  provided  by  Bob  Hirsch (RCphotoguy  on  RC Groups).  

  

Sincerely,  

Bret Locke  

TPG Slope Coordinator  

 

 
Bob Hirsch photo  

https://fox5sandiego.com/news/local-news/legacy-of-aviation-pioneer-celebrated-at-annual-tribute-event-in-la-jolla/
https://fox5sandiego.com/news/local-news/legacy-of-aviation-pioneer-celebrated-at-annual-tribute-event-in-la-jolla/
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  News from the Slope (continued)  

 
Bret manning the raffle table  (Bob /Hirsch photo)  

 
 Launching a classic Gnome (Bob Hirsch photo)  

 
Bob Hirsch photo)  

 
Overflow pit area (Bob Hirsch photo)  

 
  Bob Hirsch photo  
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News from the Slope (continued)  

July 5th  Aerobatics Day ð TWF/PNF ð Jesters, Ahis, Shrikes; whatever turns on a dime  

August 9th  Fly ôn Swap Again! ð A day to fly and swap meet. Clean out your garages and 

make room for more birds  

September 6th Old School Vintage Classic Woodies Again! ð Balsa BOTs, Olys, Sagittas ð 

whatever is built -up wood  

October 1 9th UCSD/TPG Buddy Box & Skilled Pilots Mentorship Day  

November 1 st   Redman Rules Contest ð Ribbons for 1 st, 2nd  and 3 rd. For the uninitiated, Redman 

Rules involve beer can bowling , limbo line  and hand catch  

November 22nd   No Shopping Saturday ð A couple of days after Thanksgiving to get out of the 

house  

 

TPG Gliderport Schedule for 2025  

Also, keep an eye out for details on our next Poway Slope 

Combat session. Events are scheduled for:  

 

July 27th 

October 26 th 

 

  

 
Bob Hirsch photo  

For the rest of Bobõs photos from the KMT, check out this link: 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showpost.php?p=53942097&postcount=56  

 
Patt y H., with event tee shirt designed 

by Justin Tolman. (Bob Hirsch photo)  

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showpost.php?p=53942097&postcount=56
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Torrey Pines Gulls Slope Combat Series 2025 

 

What/When : 

A fun day of slope soaring at Poway Slope is scheduled for Sunday July 27 th. 1pm -4pm including 

foamy combat. This will be the third in a series of four combat sessions during 2025. If you have 

other slope aircraft suitable for Poway, those are welcomed too, but the focus of the afternoon 

will be on combat.  

 

Where:  

The Poway Slope is located on the hill overlooking Creekside Elementary School off Springhurst 

Dive in Poway.  As we get closer to the event, specific driving directions and parking provisions 

will be communicated.  

 

 
 

How: If the winds are forecast to be out of the west, weõll fly combat all afternoon. If the winds 

are forecast to be fickle, bring a Radian anyway and weõll have fun (but no combat with 

Radians). The event is designed to be for TPG members and their invited gu ests only.  

 

A link to the F3X Vault event sign -up will be provided via Google Groups as we get closer to the 

event, with a maximum of 20 participants . Expect to fly 48ó flying wings made of EPP or white 

foam, expect to have a lot of fun and òinterestingó flying, and be careful of cactus and snakes 

when retrieving aircraft.  

School  

 
Poway  

Slope  
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Torrey Pines Gulls Slope Combat Series 2025 (continued)  

 

 

Basic Rules: 

¶ You score a kill when after  you  impact 

another glider , 

a) the other glider is on the ground (or  in    

the  cactus), and  

b) you complete a loop or a roll  

 

¶ Walking down the hill to get your downed 

plane is "the walk of shame". You can earn 

back some respect if you walk through 

cactu s  

 

¶  If someone on the hill says "I am not a 

target ó, you must avoid hitting their lovely, 

crunchy, aircraft"   

Advice:  

¶ Bring water and sunscreen and a hat  

¶ Bring strapping tape (field repairs will 

be required  

¶ Be prepared for your cheeks to hurt 

from grinningéyeséthose cheeks! 

 

 

If anyone needs help building, setting up, 

or whatever, just ask in the #Slope Soaring 

channel on the TPG Discord server.  

Scoring a kill =  +1 point  

Getting killed =   -1 point  

 

At the end of the series, the pilot with the moist points = Top Gun  
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Wing Covering Clinic ð John McNeil  

I just covered a very simple RES center section. I want to share a trick I learned to prevent 

UltraCote Lite from sticking to itself while you are working. It is very flexible and sticks at pretty low 

temps. It was about 85 degrees in my shed, more than en ough to ruin covering.  

The main idea is to tape the 

covering to the table over the 

wing on the corners and middle. 

You can slide the wing under the 

covering to center it, and move 

the tape until the covering is 

wrinkle -free.  

 

Even this first step requires 

caution to avoid letting the 

covering touch itself. I peeled off 

about an inch of backing on 

one end, taped those corners, 

then peeled the rest of the 

backing . 

 

Next, I stuck down the TE , starting 

at the center. Then I worked up 

both end ribs, then did the LE.  

 

 

 

Note:  set the iron to the temperature where the 

covering sticks but doesn't shrink. I found this 

temperature experimentally a few years ago and 

marked the temperature dial with a Sharpie. My 

analog iron will get a little too hot if it sits unused for 

10 min. It is annoying to tape everything flat, then 

touch the iron and see the covering pucker. To 

avoid this, I press my iron firmly to the piece of 

plywood it sits on for about 30 s econds before the 

first touch to the wing.  Next, I trimmed each tip and 

cut slits to help it fit the curve.  

 

Note: The covering is still held to the table 

everywhere except at the tip. If I unstick it, the 

covering will glue to itself. You can see I just moved 

the tape inboard from the corners about an inch, 

then cut the excess covering. If the loose covering 

is about 1/4" or less, it doesn't usually fold on itself.  

 

I sealed the tip (wing still taped under covering) 

and did the other tip .  
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Wing Covering Clinic ð (continued)   

 
See description on previous page  

Next, I did the LE. I just cut with a razor blade, leaving a little to wrap around to the bottom.  

 

Note: I am showing the top because I have the best pictures. However, I always start with the 

bottom of the wing.  
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  Wing Covering Clinic ð (continued)   

The TE is where I usually have trouble, so I went back over the whole length and curved the iron 

over the back. This stuck the covering to the table a bit, but that is not a problem.  

  

Then I trimmed this to ~1/4 inch. Now the wing is free to pick up! I did pick it up and carefully 

sealed the LE and TE over the edge on onto the bottom. I went around the whole perimeter one 

more time to be sure it was well attached . 

 

 

 

 

Finally, the shrink! I used a heat 

gun to prevent the covering 

from sticking to any ribs before it 

shrinks uniformly. If the previous 

steps left big wrinkles, this will fix 

them.  

 

Next, I turned my iron up to shrink 

and stuck all the ribs, outline of 

the spoilers, etc. I don't fully 

shrink using the heat gun 

because I'm afraid of melting a 

hole. The iron finishes the shrink.  
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  Wing Covering Clinic ð (continued)   
This is the TE view of the 

wing. It came out straight 

on the first try. If it wasn't 

straight, i would have 

twisted it, then ironed out 

the wrinkles until it was 

straight  

 

Here is the "but first, cut the red wire" moment. I do the bottom perimeter, then the top, without 

shrinking anything. Then I shrink the top and bottom together, switching sides frequently. This does 

two things: 1) the covering sticks well to itself, so having a fully sealed wing prevents the covering 

from pulling off the edge when you shrink. 2) If you are covering a delicate structure, this adds 

the shrink stress evenly.  

 

Next, I cut out the spoiler and wrap and seal the covering. I do this at shrink temperature so the 

spoiler hole is nice and clean.  

 

 

 

 

 
Ready for the F3L contest in New Mexico. This is a single 

spoiler Polires, now dual . 
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June Tow Hook Series Contest Report  ð Gary Fogel,  CD  

For quite some time now weõve been flying the BARCS style of contest format for our tow hook 

contests where pilots have a window of time from 9am to 1pm to make their required flights 

whenever they choose to do so. This is a more relaxed format than standa rd F3L but misses the 

man -on -man aspect of the F3L format. As a lead up to our inaugural 2 -day F3L òCoastal 

Cooleró contest in August, we decided to revert back to the F3L format to try it again and get 

used to the team work involved for our tow hook conte st on June 14. It was quite a switch! We 

had forgotten some things and it was fun to be working as teams, changing lanes, etc. We also 

tried a slightly revised field layout that allows for more lanes and broader use of our landing 

area. Thanks to John McNe il, Cliff Hunter, and Paul Nibecker for their assistance in this direction.  

. 

 
Group photo before the start of the contest ð missing from the photo was Arthur (still getting his new Yellow Jacket 

prepped) and Zeve (still driving on the 5 to the contest) (Tom Farley photo)  

 

Conditions at Encinitas were just about perfect at the start of the contest. The marine layer was 

still present but there was no wind and yet very lifty conditions. We probably should have started 

at 8:30 rather than 9:00 and had 30 min of additional soari ng time. 9 pilots registered for the 

contest which made dividing into three teams of three pilots each easy. However new pilot Zeve 

Zilberstein was due to arrive late driving down from Woodland Hills and so in light of that we 

placed Gary Fogel and John Mc Neil as a team of two as they would need to figure out timing 

and hi -start shagging in the meantime. Therefore, the teams consisted of Cliff Hunter, Bret Locke, 

and Don Lochhead in Team A, Gary, John, and Zeve in Team B, and Jake Olefsky, Miro Sir, and 

Arthur Markiewicz in Team C.  

 

Don led Round 1 heat A flying his new Polires. Wow did that work out well, with a 5:56 and an 85 

on the landing for the K! Well done, Don. John followed in heat B with a 6:00 and a 99 on the 

landing. Near perfection! Arthur took the K in heat C as all pilots shared very similar flight times 

(Arthur 5:56, Gary 5:57, Bret 5:56) but different landing points (98, 93, 65 respectively). Arthur was 

flying a new -to -him Yellow Jacket literally just purchased from Cliff ð Nice f lying Arthur!  
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June Tow Hook Series Contest Report (continued)   

 

 
 Jake Olefsky (left) helping Arthur Markiewicz (right) get hooked on the line for launch. (Miro Sir photo)  

 
Arthur was right back in the air to start Round 2 heat A and took the K with a 6:01, 93. However 

Zeve had arrived just in time for this heat and Gary helped launch his Simple Soarer foamy 1.5m 

plane on the hi -start and handed Zeve the Tx. Zeve then proceed ed to find a 3:13 thermal and 

came back to score 30 points on the landing, his first thermal ever and his first flight in a contest. 

Nice job Zeve! Cliff also did well on this heat with a 5:49, 90. The lift started to cycle and it became 

harder to find lif t down low. Gary managed to K round 2 heat B with a 5:58, 99 flying a Jon Garber 

TigRES for the first time in a contest. John and Miro had great flights in Round 2 heat C just over 6 

min.  

 

By the time we got to Round 3, the marine layer had burned off, the coastal breeze was already 

setting in and the thermals were hard to find. Jake Olefsky scored a K in heat A with a 3:31. 

Unfortunately Zeveõs foamy decided to end its day on this round, as over strain on the hi -start 

caused the wings to fold. Gary got the plane back down in one piece, repairs were made but 

it wouldnõt fly up the line again. Gary took the K in heat B with a 3:32, 92. The thermals were really 

very challenging. But by heat C t hings were looking better again and John and Arthur nearly 

tied in raw points with a 6:06, 98 and 5:55, 95 respectively.  

 

Round 4 heat A had Arthur and Gary neck and neck, with Arthur going very deep with his YJ 

and making it back to take the K at 5:58, 94 relative to Garyõs 5:55, 93. Miro Sir had a great flight 

of 6:06 in heat B to take the K. Coaching Zeve, Gary allowed Zev e to fly one of his Yellow Jackets 

in this heat and Zeve managed to make a 3:32 thermal, another great flight. (Zeve purchased 

one of Cliffõs Yellow Jackets after the contest and we hope will be joining us more often at 

contests!) Cliff took the K in heat C with a 5:40, 90.  
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  June Tow Hook Series Contest Report (continued)   

 

 
John McNeil launching at the start of the round. Nice form! 

(Gary Fogel photo)  

 

We decided to have one more round and 

finish the day. The sun was now in full 

strength as was the sea breeze. John had 

a nice flight in heat A of 5:27, 93 to take 

the K, Gary scored a K in heat B with a 

5:59, 95 and Zeve, flying Garyõs Yellow 

Jacket, manag ed a 2:25 in heat C for the 

K, as Arthur, who was well in hand with a 6 

min flight went just two circles too deep in 

the breeze and could not make it back to 

the landing field.  

 

All pilots had fun with the F3L format which 

takes one or two rounds to get used to 

again and then feels comfortable. We 

used the F3K speaker system for the F3L 

contest and that worked well and 

confirmed that we can fit 5 launch lanes 

nicely (although tigh tly) on the field for the 

August event. Thanks to everyone who 

turned out and everyone had some great 

flights! We also had a good number of 

visitors ð Tom Farley, Kevin Halle, Scott 

McCurdy, Milan Bregman, and Larry Jolly 

ð we hope you can get an F3L plane  and 

join us for the fun!  

 

 

 

 
Ample time for commiserating with 5 min breaks between rounds. Come join in the fun next time! (Miro Sir photo) 
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June Tow Hook Series Contest Report (continued)   

 

 

 
 

*Correct individual scores from the F3L contest. (We had an error in the scores as they were presented on the field 

at the end of the contest).  

 

 
 

See you on July 13 for the next tow hook ð if you are interested in being a CD for one of these 

contests let John McNeil know ð we need to help him out so that heõs not serving as CD each 

monthé 
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June  DLG Contest Report ð Milan Bregman , CD 

The June monthly contest was held on the 28th. We had a total of 13 pilots and flew 6 rounds.  

 

 
  DLG pilots  (Bob Hirsch  photo)  

There was plenty of lift (and sink!), with some typical Poway conditions leading into the 

afternoon.  

 

Round 1 started with quick turns with 5x2õs. Already at 9am, Poway was offering solid lift, with 

over half the pilots scoring above 900. In Group A, William Lalla got the K with 6 seconds over 

Gary Fogel. In Group B, Mike Smith took the K with 2 seconds ov er Milan Bregman.  

 

Round 2 was a newer task: Task N, Best Flight. Four pilots managed to get the K with a perfect 

9:59 on the clock.  

 

Round 3 was another turnaround task, Big Ladder. More than half the pilots again scored above 

900. Gary Fogel took the K in Group A with just 2 seconds over Justin Tolman, while Mike Smith 

got the K in Group B with 5 seconds over Milan Bregman  

 

Round 4 was three call Poker. The prevailing wind started picking up and the lift was still very 

strong. William Lalla pulled off a great low save in Group A getting a 9:46.6 and the K. In Group 

B, Mike Smith went all in and took the K once again.  

 

Round 5 was 1,2,3,4. Justin Tolman took the K in Group A with a 9:50.7, and Mike Smith took the 

K in group B with 2 seconds over William Lalla  

 

Round 6 was Three of Six, which is three 3 -minute flights with only six launches. Tom Farley got the 

K in Group A with 8:51.2, and Milan Bregman took the K in Group B with an 8:56.8.  



 
  

 

  

 

GULL WINGS NEWSLETTER ð JULY 2025 

 

PAGE 22 

 

F3X Vault Scores  

 

Congrats to the winners:  

Å 1st Place: Mike Smith (Center) 

Å 2nd Place: Chuck Norris (Right) 

Å 3rd Place: William Lalla (Left) 

 
  Justin Tolman photo  

June DLG Contest Report ð Milan Bregman, CD  

Come out and join us for the July 12 th DLG contest at Poway. Register here:  F3X Vault  

https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=3583
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  June Team DLG Contest Report ð John McNeil, CD   

Eight pilots showed up early for beautiful, lifty conditions Sunday morning. As always, I received 

a lot of help setting up, which I greatly appreciate. Before we started, Gary helped some of our 

student pilots with a new plane and learning to throw a DLG. Michael also tested a pretty little 

slope plane. The pilotsõ meeting was quick, as everyone had flown Team DLG previously. 

Error 404 Team Report 

 

Team Error 404 was represented by Cliff Hunter, Milan Bregman, Mengchen Li, and Gary Fogel. We 

were feeling pretty good about defending our 2024 success. We started the day in the upwind 

court which actually worked well as the creek was working nicely. We came close to getting all 

three 3s except for some mechanical issues. On Round 2 we weõre on our game and got a 4 right 

off the bat. We had thought the other team only had a 1-min flight so we sandbagged for quite a 

while. Despite launching at about the same time as they did on our second flight, we had difficulty 

all finding lift and settled for a short 50 second flight. Lesson ð donõt sandbag. We switched courts 

and found ourselves in a better position for lift downwind. This led to a really nice and well-

coordinated 9:33 on the 1,2,3,4. If I remember correctly, we did it in 4,3,2,1 order. Nice. Round 4. 

Poker. Egad! We initially wanted to be conservative and make this a five 2s task. However, before 

launch we agreed on a 1:15 and got that. Then for whatever reason, we called a three. I canõt 

remember why. But it was the wrong call. Invariably we just couldnõt all catch up with each other 

or the dynamics of the air were too much for the team. In the end we settled for the 1:15. Out of 

the corner of my eye, I saw some really good flying by Will and Don and didnõt realize until it was 

over that they had pulled off an all-in on their second launch. Well done! We were toast. After that 

it was just a matter of restoring confidence. On round 5 we got the first 4 and then, not to repeat 

our previous error, didnõt sandbag and went right away, only to get just a 0:59 on the second 

throw. Round 6 was nice ð we hooked up in a nice ride and took it downwind for 5 min for the K. 

 

 
Team DLG pilots  (Photo  by Gowdham, one of Gary Fogelõs students)) 
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  June Team DLG Contest Report (continued)   

Round 7 saw us finally back 

in the groove with a 9:11.3 

total on a 1,2,3,4 but that 

wasnõt going to be enough 

to catch up. The game 

was already over by the 

time we got to round 8; we 

flew for fun and had a 

really solid read downwind 

and got it, but as I wa s 

coming back upwind to 

scout for the next ride I was 

pounded and was forced 

to land early. Could have 

had the 9:59 but it wasnõt 

going to matter anyway.  

 

We had fun, but that was 

some great flying by the 

other team! Weõll get you 

next time.  
 

 Team Error 404 (Gowdham photo)  

Unit Thermal Team Report  

 

Our team members were Don, Will, Justin, and me, John McNeil. Will was our team captain. We 

had a quick meeting to set the timing order, then set off to fly round one with Justin timing. 

Justin gave an absolute master -class in how to be a team DLG coxswain . His guidance was 

clear, and he walked to whichever pilot needed help; he coached us. The result was a perfect 

round with three three -minute flights. The next round, I timed. The goals were the last two 4:00 

flights. We launched right away and only found 2 minutes. Team Error 404 was in a lovely thermal 

and easily going to make 4 minutes, so we shamelessly poached their ride. We only flew 3:27, 

but felt pretty good. We had time remaining in the round to improve our two minutes, but the 

other team was on th e ground and we didn't have a read. My teammates encouraged me 

not to call for a launch, so we stayed on the ground, hoping for a read or for the other team to 

launch so we could follow them. Team 404 tried to psych us into launching, but we stuck to our 

p lan and never relaunched, taking the 'K'.  

 

Will had the timer for 1, 2, 3, 4. We did pretty well, but I fell out of a thermal that the rest of my 

team hooked, so we had to land early. Will kept us focused, and we recovered well, losing to 

our rivals by 25 seconds total. Next up was 5 -call Poker wit h Don at the helm. Conditions were 

good, and the thermals were not drifting much, so we agreed to bet 2:00, then, if we had good 

air, go all -in. We got our '2' and felt good about the air so Don called all -in. Throughout the next 

7:31 all three of us had t o make saves. Will's was the most epic as he found himself far North 

and very low. He needed a thermal or was going for a long walk.  
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June Team DLG Contest Report (continued)   

I was spec'd out East, so was no help, but Justin was nearby and he and Don were able to find 

a path to lift for Will. Meanwhile, I left my thermal as I was getting too far away to see. I expected 

another ride but couldn't find it. Not to worry, by this time Will and Justin were marking air so I 

could save my flight. This is one of our most successful poker rounds, and we could not have 

done it without our teamwork.  

 
The final round was unlimited 

throws for 9:59 max. As the 

timing system counted down 

to launch a thermal blew 

down the field. All six pilots 

launched and hooked it. This 

was going to be a round of 

lore. However, just then, the 

timing system unexpectedly 

an nounced "contest over". 

Annoyingly, the CD forced 

everyone to land and then 

restart three minutes later. Of 

course, the earlier thermal 

had vacuumed the field dry, 

so we launched into sink. Our 

rivals won the round, but not 

the contest.  

 
Team Unit Thermal (Gowdham photo)  

 
Gary Fogel, explaining the DLG launch technique to 

Isaac, one of his students who attended the contest 

(Gowdham photo)  

Wrap up  

 

This contest was fun, and aside from the one 

hiccup, went smoothly. We flew eight rounds 

and finished just after noon. Pilots are starting to 

figure out this format as evidenced by a couple 

of rounds where higher scores were attained 

using team cooperation  than would have been 

possible individually. And student 

spectators/participation are  always most 

welcome!  

 

 Please join us for our next Team DLG August 17.  
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 Of cfffffffffff   

Club Membership Update ð Cliff Hunter   

 
Cliff Hunter  

Membership Processing  

Please use th e link below  when joining as a new member or renewing an existing membership. 

Fill out the registration form completely  and pay using PayPal, credit card or check .  Current 

members will receive  a ren ewal notice using the TPG Google  Group email process. If you have 

not signed up for the TPG Google Group, you will be sent an individual email.  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership/  

 

All new and renewing members will receive a membership card and key (if requested, for 

Encinitas and Poway) . The key provides access to the gates at our Encinitas and Poway flying 

sites. Members who fly at the Torrey Pines Gliderport and are Gliderport rated will receive a club 

lanyard from a club representative at the Gliderport. Members must wear the lanyard wi th the 

membership card attached when flying at the Gliderport, for safety reasons. Remember, you 

must have a current AMA membership to join TPG. To  join AMA, follow this link: 

https://join.modelaircraft.org/torreypinesgulls/  

 

Please contact me at: membership@torreypinesgulls.org  if you have not received  your 

membership materials or have any membership -related questions .  

 
 

Hello Gulls,  

 

Great n ews! We have 104 paid memberships for 2025 . Thanks for renewing  

(and new members  for joining) . We still have 17 members who have not 

renewed. Please do so  to continue enjoying the benefits of TPG 

membership.  

 

Renew and/or become a Torrey Pines Gulls member.  If you know s omeone 

who may be interest ed in RC soaring , please invite them to some of our 

events and encourage them to sign up and become a member.  

 

 

Membership Activity Summary  as of June 23, 2025  

The tabl e below is a summary of lifetime members, new and renewed full members, and youth 

members; based on completed registration forms received  to date.  

 
Date: June 23 , 2025 Added Since Last Report  

New TPG Members  1 

Youth Members  0 

  

TPG Renewals and New Members to Date for 2025  104 

 

Renewing or new members must fill out the registration on our web site.  

Please use the link below when joining as a new member or renewing an existing membership. 

Fill out the registration form completely and pay using PayPal, credit card or check. If you have 

not signed up for the TPG Google Group, you will be sent an individ ual email when becoming 

a member.  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership/  

 

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership/
https://join.modelaircraft.org/torreypinesgulls/
mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership/
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Note:  TPG membership information will not be shared or sold and will only be used to contact 

members for purposes of TPG business.  

Club Membership Update  (continued)  

Annual Membership  

TPGõs membership period is January 1 st through December 31 st. Renewals begin November 1 st 

of each year.  

 

Club Dues are as follows:  

 

¶ Full Members  ð $60 per year  

¶ Youth Members  (19 years or younger)  ð $5 per year  

¶ Student Members  (full-time)  ð $30 per year  

¶ Work Credit  You will receive a credit of up to $20 on your annual dues; $10 per each half -

day working at any TPG flying field. When filling out your registration  form, there is a place 

to input your hours/credit.  

 

New members joining in the first six months of the year pay the full rate.  Those joining in July 

through September pay half the applicable rate.  If you are a new member joining in October 

through December, you pay the full rate, but your membership is co nsidered paid through t he 

end of the following year.  

 

You can get more detailed information regarding your yearly membership benefits by using the 

following link:  Torrey Pines Gulls Membership Guide , which will provide answers t o many of you r 

questions regarding Torrey Pines Gulls activities.  Also review the TPG Club Bylaws for more 

information at: Club Bylaws  

 

Cliff Hunter  

Membership Chairman  

membership@torreypinesgulls.org  

760-703-4497 cell  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  TPG membership information will not be shared or sold and will only be used to contact 

members for purposes of TPG business.  

 

 

https://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/TPG-Member-Reference-Guide_November-2021.pdf
https://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/TPG-Bylaws_Jan-2022.pdf
mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
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Click on this photo to visit the TPG Poway Flight Center.  

 

Click on this photo to visit the TPG Encinitas Flight Center.  

 
 

Where We Fly ð Panoramas ð Ian Cummings  

Click on this photo to visit the Torrey Pines Gliderport.  

 

Here are Ian Cummingsõ immersive panoramas of our world class flying sites; the world-famous Torrey 

Pines Gliderport, Poway Flight Center, where each year the club sponsors the IHLGF (International Hand 

Launch Glider Festival) and the Encinitas Flight Center. Clicking on the pictures takes you to our sites:  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/IHLGF-2017/IHLG.htm
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/IanEncinitas/Encinitas.htm
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/wp-content/uploads/IanTorrey2018/Torrey_.htm
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Thermal Coordinator ð John McNeil  
 

In 2024, Thermal D uration  (winch launch)  contests were  moved into 

the new Tow Hook Series (see the following pages). For F5J contest 

dates, check the calendar on the Torrey Pines Gulls website:  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/  

 

Also, be sure to subscribe to the RCGroups 202 5 TPG F5Jl c ontest 

schedule  thread for contest news : 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662319 -2025-

TPG-F5J-contest -schedule  

 

or contact John McNeil  at  thermal@torreypinesgulls.org  

 

 

 

 
John McNeil  

DLG Coordinator ð Justin Tolman  
 

For DLG contest dates, check the calendar on the Torrey Pines Gulls 

website:  http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/  

 

For information, contacts, rules, etc. for past and upcoming Hand 

Launch/DLG contests, check the following link on the Torrey Pines Gulls 

website: http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/discus -launch -glider -series/   

 

Also, be sure to subscribe to the RCGroups 202 5 TPG DLG Contest /Clinic 

Series thread for contest news : 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4658315 -2025-

Torrey-Pines-Gulls-DLG-Contest -Clinic -Series 

 

or contact Justin Tolman  at dlg@torreypinesgulls.org  

 

DLG/Hand Launch /F3K Contest Series                    

 
Justin Tolman  

How We Compete  

F5J Contest Series                               

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662319-2025-TPG-F5J-contest-schedule
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662319-2025-TPG-F5J-contest-schedule
mailto:thermal@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/calendar/
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/discus-launch-glider-series/
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4658315-2025-Torrey-Pines-Gulls-DLG-Contest-Clinic-Series
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4658315-2025-Torrey-Pines-Gulls-DLG-Contest-Clinic-Series
mailto:dlg@torreypinesgulls.org
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How We Compete (continued)  

Team DLG Series                    

                         
Thermal Coordinator ð John McNeil  
 

Following a successful and fun launch of this new contest format in 

2024, we have expanded the team DLG schedule in 2025. Each event 

will be on a Sunday following a Saturday monthly DLG.  

 

The 2025 schedule and individual contest updates can be found on RC 

Groups: https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662309 -

2025-TPG-Team-DLG-Series 

 

or contact John McNeil at thermal@torreypinesgulls.org  

 

 

 

 

 
John McNeil  

Team DLG format:   

¶ Teams consist of exactly four pilots . 

¶ In each heat , three of the pilots fly while one pilot times and provides team direction . 

¶ Each round , the timer is rotated. After four rounds, all team members will have timed 

once . 

¶ Contest rounds follow F3K formats except:  

o Flight timing  

Á Flight time starts when the last of three pilots releases the model . 

Á Flight time ends when the first of three pilots time would end . 

Á If any pilot lands out of bounds, then the flight scores zero . 

Á (In other words, all three pilots fly each flight together for a single flight time)  

 

For full details, check out this RCGroups Forum: 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4617285 -New -F3K-Team-Contest -Format  

 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662309-2025-TPG-Team-DLG-Series
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662309-2025-TPG-Team-DLG-Series
mailto:thermal@torreypinesgulls.org
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4617285-New-F3K-Team-Contest-Format
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How We Compete (continued)  

TPG Pilots agree we want more events in 2025. Accordingly, the TPG EC 

has scheduled ten events next year. We are also adding a two -day event 

in October!  

 

As attendance grows, and to make time to help each other, we will hold 

two types of events. Seven events will be bungee -only for 2m and 1.5m. 

These days, we will fly in the same format as in 2024, with six rounds for 2m 

and five for 1.5 in the four -hour op en -flying window.  

 

The other three events will host a 5 -round winch/open  TD contest 

alongside a fun -fly for bungee planes, where we will place 2m and 1.5m 

bungees. These fun -fly days are meant to allow pilots to trim planes 

together, practice, and do whatever else we can think of to help each 

other.  

 

The 2025 schedule and individual contest updates can be found on RC 

Groups:  

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662329 -2025-TPG-

Tow-Hook -Series-F3L-F3RES-TD-1-5m#post53309761  

 

For more info, contact John McNeil  at thermal@torreypinesgulls.org  

 

2024 TPG Tow Hook Series - F3L/F3RES/TD/1.5m      

 
John McNeil  

Aircraft Classes  

¶ 1.5m RES bungee launch. Max flying weight is 250g. Construction materials and 

techniques must follow F3L rules.  

Max imum  flight time is 5 minutes . 

¶ 2m RES bungee launch. Construction materials and techniques must follow F3L rules  

Max imum  flight time is 6 minute s. 

¶ AMA thermal duration open class. Winch launch . Skegs are allowed  

Max imum  flight time is 10 minutes . 

 

Equipment  

At least three landing tapes will be provided, marked for F3L. AMA TD will use the same 

landing bonus formula as the other classes . 

 

F3L compliant bungees will be provided by the club and set  up at  the CDõs direction. 

At the CDs discretion, all bungees may be shortened from F3L standard to accommodate 

field conditions . Lighter 1.5m meter bungees will also be setup.  

 

Winches : 

A single winch will be on TD days. The winch shall be set  up in parallel with, and at the same 

length as the stretched  bungees . The winch will not have a retriever.  

 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662329-2025-TPG-Tow-Hook-Series-F3L-F3RES-TD-1-5m#post53309761
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662329-2025-TPG-Tow-Hook-Series-F3L-F3RES-TD-1-5m#post53309761
mailto:thermal@torreypinesgulls.org
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How We Compete (continued)  

2024 TPG Tow Hook Series - F3L/F3RES/TD/1.5m (continued)     

When 

Refer to posted schedules on RCGroups and the Torrey Pines Gulls website.  

 

Where  

 TPG Encinitas Flight Center, except within 5 days following rain, when the contest will 

relocate to the Poway Flight Center.  

 

How 

John McNeil, in the role of TPG Thermal coordinator, will recruit a CD for each contest. This 

format does not require the sound system or timing board, but does require bungees and 

sometimes a winch.  
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How We Compete (continued)  

F5J Fun Fly and Contest/Clinic  Series                                                      _    

 
  Don Lochhead  

TPG will continue our F5J style foamy fun fly contest (and clinic) Series in 2025 

at our Poway field.  

 

This is truly a fun-fly and a great way to get into F5J style flying. Any foamy or 

stick-built plane up to 2m (or so) is welcome. Night Radians are very popular 

but we also see Yellow Jackets  (stick-built)  and a variety of other vintage 

foamy and balsa stick -built aircraft.  

 

We fly 7 -minute windows with standard F5J landing tapes. If you are just 

getting started and do not have an Altis yet, no problem. Your timer will give 

you the 30 second call to cut your motor and the CD will announce a default 

launch height to be used for  scoring purposes.  

 

We typically pause mid -contest for a quick clinic. Subjects generally focus on F5J topics of 

interest to pilots getting into the format.  The events are free but we still ask all pilots to sign up 

on F3X Vault so we know how many to expect and can run the matrix ahead of time . 

 

Be on the lookout for F5J Fun Fly  events coming up in 2025.  

Come on out and join the fun!  

 

 

 

 
Bob Hirsch photo  
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What is LSF? ð Gary Fogel  

The League of Silent Flight (LSF) https://www.silentflight.org/  is the 

special interest group (SIG) representing RC soaring to the Academy 

of Model Aeronautics. LSF has its own lengthy and important history, 

having first been conceived of in Northern California over 50 years 

ago, and helps arrange the annual RC soarin g Nationals at Muncie, 

Indiana each summer. Additional info on its history can be found 

here: http://www.silentflight.org/images/documents/lsfstory.pdf  

 

 
League of Silent Flight  

 

 
Gary Fogel  

In addition to this, LSF has two 

types of Soaring Accomplishment 

Programs (SAPs) that encourage  

personal skill development in the 

sport  and are fun!  There is an SAP 

that is strictly for RC soaring (the 

oldest and original SAP) and with 

the advent of electric launch 

methods, an eSAP was added 

more recently that duplicates the 

original SAP but with the use of 

electric motors for launch.  

 

Each SAP consists of a series of 

five levels of achievement with 

increasing difficulty (Figure 1). The 

levels involve  slope and  thermal 

soaring, spot landings, cross -

country flights and  participation 

at c ontest s. A pilot needs to 

achieve Level I before 

proceeding to Level II and so forth 

all the way up through Level V.  

 

 
Fig. 1. The requirements for the LSF SAP and eSAP levels of achievement.  

(Source: https://www.silentflight.org/index.php/lsf -program/lsf -tasks) 

 

https://www.silentflight.org/
http://www.silentflight.org/images/documents/lsfstory.pdf
https://www.silentflight.org/index.php/lsf-program/lsf-tasks
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What is LSF? ð (continued)  

Similarly, pilots who regularly hone their skills at contests generally improve in overall performance 

and over time, seek increasingly different and difficult tasks. By the time a pilot achieves Level 

IV, the Level V tasks can feel daunting. A 2 -hour thermal duration flight. An 8 -hour slope duration 

flight (some refer to this as the òbladder testó). A goal and return cross-country flight of 6.2 miles 

out and 6.2 miles back. Its longer than it seems. And Level V requires 3 contes t wins at large 

contests ove r 20 participants. These days it can be hard to find contests of this size, and the 

requirement to win them really means the pilot has to be on the top of their game. It can take 

years or decades for a pilot to complete Level V. Some pilots never do comple te Level V; in fact, 

only 138 people in the history of the program have done so.  

 

So how do you get started? Itõs EASY. Firstly, go to:  

https://www.silentflight.org/index.php/lsf -program/lsf -tasks  

and print out a copy of the voucher form. Choose the path you wish (SAP and/or eSAP)  

 

Bring the appropriate voucher with you to any of our many TPG events in 2024 and participate! 

If, for instance, you are flying in an F5J contest, each landing can be considered as a spot 

landing for the Level I and II requirements. Even the contest flights can have sufficient time to 

satisfy Level I requirements. Whenever you do ma ke an achievement, have the contest director 

or your timer sign your form as a witness. We have Torrey Pines Gliderport (and other slopes) at 

our disposal ð easy to get a 15 min s lope flight with your buddies.  

 

Once youõve completed all of the Level I tasks, submit the completed voucher to LSF Secretary 

Walter òWallyó Adazczik at lsf_secretary@silentflight.org  as a pdf scan or photo that clearly shows 

the witness signatures. Wally  will then review your voucher and email you your acceptance or 

rejection of the voucher submission.  If for some reason your voucher is rejected, you will have 

to adjudicate rejections with Wally . 

 

A question then ð who in the TPG has what LSF levels in SAP and eSAP? Well, we collect that 

information as a part of membership renewal. The Table on the following page  provides the 

current LSF Levels for those who indicated so on their membership forms. This can (and should!) 

of course change over time.  

 

Note that we have many  members who are SAP Level I and 3 members who are eSAP Level 1 .  

It doesnõt take much for them to get to Level II. At the other end of the spectrum, we have 8 

members who are Level IV. Itõs going to take some teamwork to get them to Level V. In between 

we have lots of pilots who can benefit by flying in our contests or  getting out for some slope 

duration at Torrey, etc. If you arenõt on the list and have achieved an LSF level, please let me 

know.  

 

 
League of Silent Flight  

 

https://www.silentflight.org/index.php/lsf-program/lsf-tasks
mailto:lsf_secretary@silentflight.org
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What is LSF? ð (continued)  

 
League of Silent Flight  

 

How many Level increases can TPG 

members achieve in 202 for either SAP 

or eSAP? Feel free to reach out to me 

or others on this list and they will be 

pleased to help recommend some 

strategies or serve as a witness if they 

can, for your achievements. On June 

8, weõre planning an LSF day at Poway 

and Torrey to help get people signed 

off. We might throw in some additional 

LSF days if there is interest.  

 

Use our many contests and fun flys as 

a way to help advance in these 

programs. Just be sure to bring your 

vouchers and if necessary, arrange in 

advance for the proper number and 

type of witnesses so they can sign your 

form afterwards.  

 

Want to find out more? Check out the 

LSF program at:  

https://www.silentflight.org/index.php  

 

Last Name First Name SAP  eSAP 

Blodgett Edward Level I   

Bregman Milan 
Working on 

Level I   

Brooksby Chris Level I   

Butler  Alan "Moose" Level I   

Clerx Ben Level IV Level I 

Condon Steve Level IV   

Conwell Adina 
Working on 

Level I  

Cronkhite Doug Level I   

Cummings Ian Level II   

Cummins Dan Level II   

Efstathiou Chris Level I  

Fogel Gary Level IV Level II 

Hall Dave Level IV Level I 

Hanson Craig Level I   

Hanson Kirk Level II   

Houck Greg Level I   

Hunter Cliff  Level I   

Hunter Cliff    
Working on 

Level I 

Kiesling Thomas Level III   

Legerton Gary 
Working on 

Level I   

Li Mengchen Level I  

Lochhead Donald Level I 
Working on 

Level I 

McCurdy Scott   Level I 

McFarland Dan Level I   

McNeil John Level III Level I 

Metzdorff Eric Level I   

Miller Corky Level II   

Norris Charles  Level III Level I 

Olefsky Jake 
Working on 

Level I  

Pili Ray Level II Level 1 

Redman Mike Level II   

Rozek Dieter Level II   

Schafer Chris Level IV   

Smith Mike Level IV   

Throop Terry Level IV   

Ungar Kyle Level I   

Verzuh Mike Level III   

Ward Les Level III   

Warner Garth Level III   

Watson Tom Level IV   

 

https://www.silentflight.org/index.php
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How We Connect  

Donõt forget to join 

 

 
In order to maintain a line of communication among members, we have a TPG Google Group . 

Please make sure that our club Membership Chairman has your current email address. You can 

confirm this by contacting membership@torreypinesgulls.org .  If you are not already a member 

of the TPG Google Group, you will be sent an invitation to join.  

 

When  you join as a member of the priv ate TPG Google G roup, the club will distribute 

notifications, newsletters, contest events and holiday party info, etc. This information will keep 

you informed of all club activities throughout the year. You donõt need  a Gmail address  to 

participate in Google Groups, but you do need to be a member of TPG.  
 

Google Groups  provides a  gre a t way of 

communicating with one another . If you 

have any questions  or concerns about 

almost anything having to do with flying, 

building, finding another club member , 

etc., you can post them on Google 

Groups. It also allows you to send links and 

attachments, just like regular email.  

 

éand, very importantly, since all 

postings/emails are done through Google 

Groups, your actual email address in not 

visible when notifications are sent out to the 

club members. Also, only members of the 

group can post to the group , so joining the 

group does not add to your spam burden.  

 

So, verify that the club has your correct 

email, make sure you receive an invitation 

to join Google Groups and sign up!  

 

 

What do YOU think?  

 

You can express your opinion at:   www.torreypinesgulls.org . 

 

We have a QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS link in the drop -down menu that appears when you 

scroll over TORREY PINES GULLS next to LOCATIONS, CALENDAR, MEMBERSHIPéIf you have any 

questions, concerns, suggestions, etc. for the board, hereõs your chance. 

 

New Procedure for Joining Google Groups  

 
Here are the steps new club members need to 

take to be added to Google Groups if they don't 

have a Gmail account/ address:   

1. Go to the Google Account Sign In page . 

2. Click Create account.  

3. Enter your name.  

4. Click Use my current email address instead.  

5. Enter your current email address.  

6. Click Next.  

7. Verify your email address with the code 

sent to your existing email.  

8. Click Verify.  

9. Confirm with TPG Membership (Cliff Hunter) 

the above steps have been  completed, 

use the following email address. 

membership@torreypinesgulls.org   

 

mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
https://accounts.google.com/signin
mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
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Are you a member of ?  
If youõre notéyou should be ! RCGroups is the most widely used and active online Radio 

Control Community for everything RC, from planes to cars, to boats, drones, radios, power 

systemsépretty much anything RC! It includes forums, specific interest threads, blogs, 

discussions, etc.éand, more importantly, The Torrey Pines Gulls Forum.  

 

To get started, click on the link or web page below to get to the TPG Club forum. You can also 

get there from the Clubs  link at the lower right of the RCGroups home page and scroll down 

to Torrey Pines Gulls.  

 

https://www.rcgroups.com/torrey -pines -gulls -672/  

 
 

If you havenõt yet joined RCGroups, click on the Sign Up link at the upper right and follow the 

instructions.  

 

Once youõve navigated to the Torrey Pines Gulls Forum, you can subscribe to the Forum or to 

any of the individual threads within the Forum.  

 

To subscribe to the Forum, click the Forum Tools link and select òSubscribe to This Forumó from 

the dropdown menu. Then choose from the notification dropdown menu. If you want to 

subscribe to a specific thread, click to open the thread, and click the Thread Tools link. Select 

òSubscribe to This Threadó from the dropdown menu. Again, choose from the notification 

dropdown menu.  

 

Unlike the old Yahoo Forum, RCGroups allows you to post photos and videos. By subscribing, 

you can keep up with the latest events, club activities and member postings.  

 

How We Connect (continued)  

https://www.rcgroups.com/torrey-pines-gulls-672/
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/register.php?
https://www.rcgroups.com/torrey-pines-gulls-672/
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Check out the TPG                 Page  
 
If you havenõt had a chance yet, check out our TPG Facebook page by clicking the links 

below for new content posted by club members and friends.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/TorreyPinesGulls/  

 

 

      

 

How We Connect (continued)  

 

https://www.facebook.com/TorreyPinesGulls/photos/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/TorreyPinesGulls/photos/?ref=page_internal
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    TPG is on 

TPGõs Media Coordinator, Mengchen Li, has created an Instagram account for the Torrey 

Pines Gulls. If youõre already on Instagram, search for torrey_pines_gulls and click on follow. If 

youõre not on Instagram, well, nowõs a great time to join!  

 

Also, if you have any photos or videos of your RC soaring activities, contests, builds, fun flys, 

etc., send them along to Mengchen at media@torreypinesgulls.org  and you might find your 

submittal on a TPG Instagram post.  

 

 
 

 

How We Connect (continued)  

mailto:media@torreypinesgulls.org
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Club Officers and Contact Information  

 President  Chuck Norris  president@torreypinesgulls.org  

Vice -President  Gary Fogel  vp@torreypinesgulls.org  

Past President  Ian Cummings   

Secretary  Dale Gottdank  secretary@torreypinesgulls.org  

Treasurer Don Lochhead  treasurer@torreypinesgulls.org  

Communications Officer  Dale Gottdank  communications@torreypinesgulls.org  

Thermal Coordinator  John McNeil  thermal@torreypinesgulls.org  

Slope Coordinator  Bret Locke  slope@torreypinesgulls.org  

DLG Coordinator  Justin Tolman  dlg@torreypinesgulls.org  

Membership Chair  Cliff Hunter  membership@torreypinesgulls.org  

IHLGF Coordinator  Chuck Norris  president@torreypinesgulls.org  

LSF Coordinator  Gary  Fogel  lsf@torreypinesgulls.org  

Webmaster  Jake Olefsky  tpg@foldnfly.com  

Media Coordinator  Mengchen Li  media@torreypinesgulls.org  

Historian Gary Fogel  historian@torreypinesgulls.org  

 

Executive Officers  

                 
     Chuck Norris          Gary Fogel           Dale Gottdank   Don Lochhead  

 

                      
       John McNeil                Bret Locke    Justin Tolman       Cliff Hunter  

  

 

 

mailto:president@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:vp@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:secretary@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:treasurer@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:communications@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:thermal@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:slope@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:dlg@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:president@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:lsf@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:tpg@foldnfly.com
mailto:media@torreypinesgulls.org
mailto:historian@torreypinesgulls.org
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Photo of the Month Contest  

 
Each month club members may submit photos of an activity related to soaring and the 

newsletter editor will post a WINNER. 

A Photo of the Year  winner will be selected from among the monthly winners and will receive 

a prize (their photo will be used as the website and newsletter masthead AND will appear on 

the followi ng yearõs club membership card); so horizontal format photos are preferred.   

 

Email your photos ( JPG format and original high -resolution version , p lease ) to Dale Gottdank 

at submit@torreypinesgulls.org . Please provide your name, location of photo and photo 

description. Note: December photo of the month winner(s)  will be included in the following 

yearõs Photo of the Year  competition.  

 
January Winner  ð Adam Toogood launching Alexis Scottõs Bearcatéin Blue Angels livery  (Matin Taraz  

photo)          

 
December 2024 Co -Winner ð Joe Cormierõs 2m Racer 

chased by Geroge Clarkeõs 41ó MIG on a blustery 

Torrey Friday in November (Greg Houck photo)  
 

 

 
Decem ber Co -Winner  ð Greg Houck launching Joe 

Cormierõs Zero at Torrey (Matin Taraz photo)          

mailto:submit@torreypinesgulls.org
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Photo of the Month Contest  (continued)  

 

 
 February Winner  ð Owen Croucher and Brin Moor at the January Kick -off Fun Fly (Adina Conwell photo)          

 
March Winner  ð Colorful combat wings and pilots at the February Slope Combat Fiesta (Bob Hirsch photo)  


