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Hi everyone!   

Weõve had a great year in 2025, and as 

the year comes to a close, Iõm truly 

thankful for being a part of this amazing 

group of people.  This club feels vibrant 

to me - many people contributing their 

skills and efforts toward making this club 

feel alive and growing and moving 

forward.  Thank you to all who helped 

make 2025 special.   
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We have a very full calendar for 2026.  Check it out on the 

website, and plan to join us for some fun!  Maybe try 

something new in addition to your usual style of flying.  I look 

forward to flying with you, and seeing how our club moves 

into 2026!  
 

Happy holidays, and happy new year!  

 

Chuck  

 

Note from the Editor:  

Due to some unforeseen circumstances, we were unable to bring you the 

October, November and December issues of Gull Wings. Weõve combined 

them into this 4 th Quarter issue and expect to be back on a monthly 

scheduled in 2026. Happy Holidays Everyone!  
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TPG January/February  Events 

DATE EVENT COMMENTS 

January 3rd  2025 Kickoff Event ðBring what you   

Have ! 
Torrey Pines Gliderport  

No Contest Registration Required  

Fun Fly! 

January 1 1th   Tow Hook Series Contest  

F3L/F3RES ð 2m & 1.5m  

Encinitas  Flight Center  

Register o n F3X Vault  

January 17 th   DLG Contest  Poway Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault  

January 24 th   F5J Foamy Fun Fly & Contest  Poway Flight Center  

Register on  F3X Vault  

February 7 th   Fly ôn Swap ð A Day to fly and swap 

meet. Clean out your garages and 

make room for more birds  

Torrey Pines Gliderport  

No Contest Registration Required  

Fun Fly! 

February 15 th    Tow Hook Series Contest  

F3L/F3RES ð 2m & 1.5m  

Encinitas Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault  when open  

February 21st    DLG Contest  Poway Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault  

February 22 nd   Team DLG Contest  Poway Flight Center  

Register on  F3X Vault  

February 24 th   Club Virtual Meeting  Zoom link:  

TPG Virtual Meeting Zoom Link  

February 28 th   TPG Slope Combat Fiesta  Poway Slope  

Register on  F3X Vault  when open  

 

 
Gary Fogelõs and Larry Jollyõs AMA Hall of Fame induction, from L to R, David Hall , Chuck 

Norris (TPG President) , Greg Stone (AMA District X VP and new AMA President -elect) , Gary 

Fogel, Larry Jolly and John McNeil  (Bob Hirsch photo ) 

 

https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4154
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4115
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4150
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4116
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4155
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2025896304?pwd=WWN5bVdGaWlzeEVPNklsYzcydE9TQT09
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Newsletter This Month - Dale Gottdank , Editor 

Dale Go ttdank  

 

 

Please contribute to our GULL WINGS NEWSLETTER

 

Send pictures, or maybe even an article!   It could be just a paragraph with 

some photos from a great soaring day éeven something interesting youõve 

seen on the internet. Iõd like to have the newsletter published by the first week 

of every month . If thereõs a project youõre working on, donõt just post it on 

RCGroupséshare it with your club!  

 

4th Quarter  Issue highlights include:  

ü Holida y Party Recap  (page 5) 

ü August F3L Coastal Cooler Contest Report  (page  15) 

ü Monthly Contest Reports from Sept., Oct.  and Nov. (starting page 21) 

ü Photo of the Month Contest  and Photo of the Year  (page 53) 

 

Please send in your articles or photos  (communications@torreypinesgulls.org ) 

by the  25th of each month so they can be included in the monthly newsletter . 

If there are too many, weõll save them for the next issue. Photos should be in 

their original, high -resolution format.  The newsletter can be found on the 

Torrey Pines Gulls website at http://www.torreypinesgulls.org . 

 

 
Ray Piliõs Ahi scoring at the Redman Rules contest in November at Torrey (Jake Olefsky photo ) 

 

 

mailto:communications@torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
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Club Meetings, Contests and Activities  
 

Each virtual meeting also comes with the opportunity to participate in our Super Raffle  for 2026. 

Weõll have opportunity for two random drawings at each virtual meeting for Super Raffle tickets. 

At the year -end holiday party , these tickets will be put into a hat and drawn randomly for prizes. 

Winners have to be present at the holiday party to participate. This year  we had some really 

great prize s including a ready to fly Goldberg Sophisticated Lady, a rare kit for a NCFM Moth, 

several  servos, two Flite Test Simple Soarer kits, and  gift certificates from Discount Hobby 

Warehouse . If anyone out there is  interested in assisting with the year -end Raffle, please reach 

out to Raffle Chairman Michael Guille n on our Discord server . 

 

So come join our 202 6 virtual meetings, hang in there through the presentation, get that winning 

raffle ticket and see what you might win next December! See you at the next meeting!  

 

The Torrey Pines Gulls hosts bi-monthly club meetings virtually via Zoom. Itõs really easy to use 

Zoom, join in the fun, chat with other s; and we typically have a presentation about a topic in 

RC soaring or something  aviation related.  

 

At our last virtual meeting , back  on  August  26th, we were joined by Larry Jolly  for a review of his 

amazing career in aeromodelling spanning more than 50 years of excellence in free flight, 

control line, RC helicopters, RC electric aircraft, and RC soaring. This includes a staggering 12 

times representing the USA on teams at FAI World  Championships across four different 

disciplines and converting his passion for aeromodelling into a career using models for 

Hollywood. For his many accomplishments Larry has r ecently been inducted into the AMA Hall 

of Fame.  Thank you, Larry!  

 

Super Raffle tickets were won by Steve Condon and Christoph Efstathiou . Previous winners were  

Chuck Norris and Paul Nibecker  in June, Marty  Zimmerman and Justin Tolman in April , and Cliff 

Hunter and Ed LaCroix in February.  Stay tuned for 2026 Raffle information in upcoming 

newsletters.  

 

Our next club meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 2 4, 2026, at 7:00pm Pacific  Time. You 

can be sure weõll have a fascinating presentation and as always, a time to touch base with 

flying buddies and friends.  

 

The link to the Zoom meeting will be shared with the club via discord and Google Groups prior 

to each meeting.  It also appears on the Upcoming TPG Events list in the Newsletter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
2024 IHLGF pilots (Bob Hirsch photo)k  

 
   Screenshot from one of the past yearõs meetings 
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Holiday Party Recap  ð Gary Fogel  

 
TPG members enjoying their dinner at the Holiday party prior to the planned festivities  (Gary Fogel photo)  

On December 9, ~40 TPG members and their guests enjoyed year -end festivities at the 

Hamburger Factory in Poway. Ian Cummings developed a super photo/video montage of the 

fun we had in 2025 at various events, which was displayed continuously during the even t on one 

of the large monitors. Justin Tolman arranged for a simulcast of the event on discord so that 

members who could not make it in person would be able to still participate virtually. Food was 

served around 6:30pm and consisted of BBQ beef, BBQ chicke n, mac and cheese, salad and 

dinner rolls. Many members remembered to bring cookies so there was no shortage of desserts 

to enjoy.  

 

At roughly 7:30pm Jake Olefsky CD õed a paper airplane contest ð not just any contest but the 

TPG Olympics of Paper Airplanes. Everyone was provided with a piece of paper and told to 

make as many attempts as possible at a large cardboard target with the five Olympic rings. 

Planes that went through the holes in the rings received a point . The pilot with the most successes, 

Scott McCurdy, earned the prize of a large paper airplane book. Second place  prize was an 

AMA water bottle  and third place was an AMA firs t aid kit because you never know what kind 

of damage can be created when flying with paper airplanes.  
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Lining up for a shot at Olympic Paper Airplane glory! (Gary Fogel photo)  

 
Olympic Rings paper airplane target (Gary Fogel photo)  

Holiday Party Recap (continued)  

Next at about 8:00pm was the year end raffle. This year we had eight winners of raffle tickets 

from our virtual meetings throughout 2025. These were: Cliff Hunter, Ed LaCroix, Marty 

Zimmerman, Justin Tolman, Chuck Norris, Paul Nibecker, Christoph Efstathio u, and Steve Condon. 

John McNeil assisted in drawing these names at random to determine order to select from the 

following prizes: A ready to fly Goldberg Sophisticated Lady, a pair of GWS standard servos, a 

rare kit for a NCFM Moth, a pair of Savox HV 8.4 V wing servos, a pair of Savox HV 8.4V standard 

servos, two Flite Test Simple Soarer kits, $100 and $150 gift certificates from Discount Hobby 

Warehouse, and AMA water bottles.  
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Holiday Party Recap (continued)  

 
RTF Sophisticated Lady Super Raffle prize (Chris Efstathiou photo)  

Following the raffle, Chuck 

Norris provided a recap of 

some of the great events TPG 

held during 2025 including 

our successful inaugural 

foamboard contest for 

UCSD/SDSU students, 

inaugural F3L Coastal Cooler 

2-day contest, Katie Martin 

with TPG in the lead on 

planning, two TPG members 

going into the AMA Hall of 

Fame, launch of a new TPG 

website, and public 

outreach at the Miramar Air 

Show to name a few. It was a 

busy year for TPG!  

Given we rarely have in person meetings, Gary Fogel led voting on two motions, the first to 

approve the slate of officers composing the TPG executive council (EC) for 2026. This list is the 

same as the current 2025 slate and was approved unanimously. The s econd was to formally 

approve the club logo as the TPG retro logo weõve been using for a while now. This too was 

passed unanimously. The EC will update the Bylaws accordingly.  

 

Chuck and Gary then handed out annual certificates of appreciation to individuals 

representing TPG in successful ways. In terms of competition these included:  

 
Milan Bregman ð for representing TPG as a junior member of Team USA at the F3K and F5J World 

Championships in Germany (16 th place out of 24 in Juniors, 4 th place Team USA juniors) and Argentina 

respectively (10 th place in Juniors; 2 nd  place Team USA juniors).  

Will Lalla - for representing TPG as a junior member of Team USA at the F3K World Championships (15 th 

place out of 24 in juniors; 4 th place Team USA juniors)  

Tim Traver for representing TPG as a member of Team USA at the F3B World Championships in Germany 

(28th place/43 pilots).  

Tom Kiesling for representing TPG as a member of Team USA at the F3B World Championships in Germany 

(19th place/43 pilots). Tom is also chair of the FAI team selection committee for RC soaring in the US.  

Mengchen Li who represented TPG at the 2025 US F3K nationals and repeated as champion for the 

second year in a row. Mengchen also took first place at the 2025 Blue Skies Over Arizona event.  

Mike Smith  who represented TPG at the 2025 US GPS triangle racing nationals, earning first place in scale 

class and third place in sport class.   

The following TPG members were recognized for their service to the club during 2025:  

Tom Farley  ð For hospitality at the Poway Slope Fiesta and help with the Coastal Cooler  

Jake Olefsky  ð For generation of a new TPG website  

Paul Nibecker  - For assistance with the Tow Hook contest series and Encinitas field  

Bret Locke  and Michael Gillen  - For efforts with the Katie Martin Tribute            
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Holiday Party Recap (continued)  

Lastly, some additional certificates were handed out for effort beyond the call of duty:  

 
Darian Bregman  and Mark Lalla  were each honored with a TPG Exceptional Parent Award for spending 

so much time with Milan and Will respectively and accompanying them around the world to 

aeromodelling events. Well done!  

Ed LaCroix  and Charles Martin  received the TPG Mad Max Road Warrior Award for making so many trips 

from Phoenix to San Diego to participate in TPG events. We appreciate the effort and California 

appreciates your additional gas taxes.  

John Weaver  and Discount Hobby Warehouse  received the Exceptional Hobby Shop Award for decades 

of assistance to the aeromodelling community in general and sponsorship of many TPG events over the 

years.  

 

Chuck and Gary then asked TPG members who assisted with student mentorship or gift giving 

of materials to students in 2025 to stand and be recognized. This included John McNeil, Chuck 

Norris, Gary Fogel, Michael Gillen, Bret Locke, Marty Zimmerman, Ian Cummings, Bob Hirsch, 

Eric Zanutto, Arthur Markiewicz, Ray Pili, Tom Farley , and likely others that should be also on the 

list. We appreciate your support and assistance of these important programs!  

 

We then transitioned to the year -end competition awards. John McNeil led the F5J and F3L series 

trophies while Justin Tolman led the F3K trophies.  

 

DLG 

    1st Milan Bregman  

    2nd  Mengchen Li  

    3rd William Lalla  

Tow Hook ð 2m 

    1st Gary Fogel  

    2nd John McNeil  

    3rd Arthur Markiewicz  

Tow Hook ð 1.5m  

    1st Gary Fogel  

 

 

F5J 

    1st Mike Smith  

    2nd Cliff Hunter  

    3rd Arthur Markiewicz  

Foamy 5J  

    1st Tom Farley  

 

Finally, we awarded the annual Markõs Models TPG Modeler of the Year trophy. This year the 

TPG executive council reviewed many nominees and felt that two modelers were deserving of 

the honor for their considerable efforts during 2025. These were Tom Farley  and Jake Olefsky. 

Congratulations to both! They will now get to share the trophy in 2025. The Poway Slope Fiestas 

at Poway Slope are working well largely because of Tomõs leadership and the hospitality of the 

Farleys. The new website is working well becau se of Jakeõs considerable efforts and in parallel 

this year Jake re -launched the popular Whitewings series of paper gliders for worldwide 

enjoyment. We appreciate their effort and leadership.  

 

On behalf of the TPG Executive Committee we hope you have a great holiday break and we 

look forward to seeing you at TPG events in 2026! Donõt forget to renew your membership! 
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Holiday Party Recap (continued)  

 
Tom Farley, left and Jake Olefsky, c enter , receiving the shared 2025  Modeler of the Year Trophy from TPG President, 

Chuck Norris  (Gary Fogel photo)  
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News from the Slope ð Bret Locke , Slope Coordinator  

 
Bret Locke  

 

Happy Holidays and Best Wishes for a prosperous and healthy New Year!  

On  September  6, the  Old  School  

Vintage/Classic  Woodies  was  held  Torrey 

Pines. Conditions  were  favorable  with  west  

winds  at  9 mph  for most  of  the  day.   Gliders  

present  and  flown  included  Wanderers,  a  

beautiful  Windward,  a  Windfree  and  a 

couple  Talons. There were  also a  few  

master -crafted  scale  models  that  did  not  

disappoint  in flight.  

 

 
John  McNiel  with  his Wanderer  

 

 
The pit area   

The Fall season has come and pretty much gone, but not without some fantastic weather for 

sloping or spending time outside. The TPG slope areas remain in excellent condition thanks to 

our membersõ outstanding efforts. During the last few months there has been a plethora of 

events to keep our slope pilots active.  



 

 

  

 

GULL WINGS NEWSLETTER ð OCTOBER ð NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2025 PAGE 11 

  

News from the Slope (continued)  

October 19th was the UCSD/TPG Mentorship Day at Torrey Pines. Plenty of students came to 

experience and learn the basic aspects of radio control flight and actual implementation on 

the slope.  There was not an abundance of lift, but our experience slope pi lots were able to 

make a go of it, giving interested students an opportunity to control a glider and become 

familiar with sloping techniques. In addition, the Torrey Pines Gulls got to celebrate a momentous 

occasion; Dr. Gary Fogel õs (TPG VP and Historian)  and Larry Jollyõs (RC pioneer) induction into 

the AMA Model Aviation Hall of Fame. Gary follows in his fatherõs footsteps, Dr. Larry Fogel, who 

was inducted into the Hall of Fame last year. Congratulations  to  all!  

 

Follow  this link to the AMA Model Aviation Hall of Fame 2025 inductees page:  

https://amablog.modelaircraft.org/blog/celebrating -the -2025-ama -hall -of-fame -inductees/  

 
John McNeil  introducing the inductees 

and sharing their extensive bios  (above).  

Inductees Gary Fogel and Larry Jolly  

flanked by AMA District X VP /AMA 

President -elect  Greg Stone , and John 

McNeil  at right (Bob Hirsch photos)   

Combat Day was hosted by Debbie and Tom F arley  

on October 26th at the Poway Slope.  Winds were 

favorable and all participants had as much fun as 

they could stand. In that respect, we were all 

awarded first place victories.  

 

See more photos of the event on the next page.  

 

 
Kevin Vu  photo  

https://amablog.modelaircraft.org/blog/celebrating-the-2025-ama-hall-of-fame-inductees/
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News from the Slope (continued)  

 
Kevin Vu photo  

 
Kevin Vu photo  

 
Kevin Vu photo   

Kevin Vu photo  
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News from the Slope (continued)  
November 1 st, the Redman Rules contest came to Torrey with grilled hot -dogs and light winds.  

Contestants performed  tasks selected by M ike Redman. Tasks included Limbo, Beer Can Bowling 

and Hand Catch which were scored by predetermined criteria.  Arthur M arkiewicz  earned a first -

place victory followed by Bret  Locke  in second and Scott M cCurdy . in third.  

 
Arthur  Markiewicz, discussing the finer points of soaring with a local 

expert (Jake Olefsky  photo)  

 
Beer Can Bowling with a combat wing 

(Jake Olefsky photo)  

 
Ray Piliõs Ahi, making a limbo  pass (Jake Olefsky photo)  

 
Arthurõs DLG, Beer Can Bowling (Jake Olefsky  photo)  
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News from the Slope (continued)  

TPG Gliderport Schedule for 202 6 

 

Also, keep an eye out for details on our next Poway Slope 

Combat session.  

 

The first event of 202 6 is scheduled for February 28 th, 2026 

 

 

SAFETY ALERT: 

 

Practice the Blue-Sky Rule; your depth perception cannot be trusted; Maintain situational  

awareness ; and fly with a spotter . If feeling overwhelmed by your plane or by paraglider traffic. 

In uncomfortable situations (i.e. , numerous paragliders in the RC window), landing is always a 

great option. If warranted, politely ask the Gliderport flight director to help clear the RC window.  

 

In closing, get out there and enjoy the San Diego òwinteró weather. 

 

Sincerely,  

Bret Locke  

TPG Slope Coordinator  

 

January 4th   2026 Kickoff Event ð Bring what you have  

Jan . 29th ð Feb. 1st  Gliderport closed due to golf tournament  

February 7th  Fly ôn Swap ð A Day to fly and swap meet. Clean out your garages and make 

room for more birds  

March 7th  Scale Planes ð Both TPG and TPSSS Fun Fly Day 

April 4th  Old School Vintage Classic Woodies ð Balsa BOTs, Olys, Sagittas ð whatever is 

built -up wood  

May 9th   Foamies ð Ahis, Alulas, Radia ns ð if itõs foam, this is your day. And, students from 

AIAA UCSD and SDSU will learn to fly on membersõ buddy boxes. 

June 6th  Katie Martin International Tribute.  

A day to remember and celebrate Bobõs amazing wife Katie. Lots of Hobie 

Hawks (Katieõs favorite) aloft. All RC soaring aircraft welcome, but be sure to 

bring out your classic Bob Martin planes too!  

July 4th  Aerobatics Day ð TWF/PNF ð Jesters, Ahis, Shrikes; whatever turns on a dime  

August 8th  Fly ôn Swap Again! ð A day to fly and swap meet. Clean out your garages and 

make room for more birds  

September 5th  Old School Vintage Classic Woodies Again! ð Balsa BOTs, Olys, Sagittas ð 

whatever is built -up wood  

October 1 7th  UCSD/TPG Buddy Box & Skilled Pilots Mentorship Day  

October 1 8th  Redman Rules Contest ð Ribbons for 1 st, 2nd  and 3 rd. For the uninitiated, Redman 

Rules involve beer can bowling and limbo line.  

December 5 th   No Shopping Saturday ð A week or so  after Thanksgiving to get out of the house  
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F3L Coastal Cooler Contest Report  

John McNeil, CD ð Gary Fogel, Asst. CD  
 

The contest was to be composed of 20 

pilots. Initially we had more than 20 

registered and a mix of teams of three or 

four pilots each. However, once the final 

participant number equaled 20 we 

decided to move forward with 5 teams of 4 

pilots each. The teams were: Los Norte¶os, 

Flying Circus, PMGC, Team Resident Alien, 

and Tres Amigos (which actually now was 

informally òTres Amigoséand Steveó but we 

didnõt bother changing the name to 

Quatro Amigos.)  

 

 

   

 

A solid crowd of 10 -15 or so went to Crack Shack in Encinitas for dinner. There we were met later 

by Rollo Sommer and Mike Smith. Rollo happened to be in town and it was nice to see them 

both at the dinner. We drove home that evening thinking everything wa s ready for a relaxing 

contest on Saturday. Hah!  

 

The first annual TPG 2-day F3L Coastal Cooler was held August 23 -24, 2025 at the Encinitas Flight 

Center. This was also contest number 2 of 3 on the new F3L Contest Series circuit for 2025. Lots of 

planning and effort went into the organization of the Cool er, as we help to promote F3L as a 

new lower cost format for thermal duration. We specifically chose dates in August to avoid heat 

in Albuquerque and Phoenix (locations of the other two contests in the F3L series). Well, you can 

plan and plan but Mother Na ture still shows you whoõs boss. More on that in just a bit. 

 

We arranged some pre -contest activities for participants coming from New Mexico, Arizona, 

and Nevada. This included soaring at Torrey Pines, hosted by Michael Gillen, on the afternoon 

of Thursday August 21. Several folks from New Mexico took advantage and got some stick time 

at Torrey. We opened the Encinitas Field for practice on Friday Aug 22. Quickly we realized that 

the brand -new launch lines carefully constructed by Jake Olefsky and Paul Nibecker were not 

holding up to the rigors of strong launches and  the many weed nubs at Encinitas. Greg McGill 

and Paul Nibecker went to Home Depot to buy new stronger lines. Our out -of -state guests 

organized a work party and replaced all 7 lines in short order. Paul had the idea to provide pre -

cut lines tied to swivels , which accelerated the process. Itõs really nice to be able to snap a line 

into place on top of the line already in place! We were flying again in no time.  
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F3L Coastal Cooler Contest Report (continued)  

 

TPGers arrived early to 

Encinitas to help finalize setup 

around 6:30am and were 

greeted with the clap of 

thunder as a thunderstorm 

rolled through in strong 

monsoonal flow from the 

southeast. A solid but quick 

moving rain came through 

and greeted us with a nice 

rainbow while we got back to 

setting up. This was not the 

weather we had dialed in! 

Winds were now out of the 

southeast and if that held up, 

our west facing hi -starts were 

going to be a disaster.  

 

 

 
John McNeil lead s the pilots meeting (Bob 

Hirsch photo)  

 
John McNeil photo  

Fortunately, things calmed back down and the sun was shining by the time we got to the pilots 

meeting at 8am. You wouldnõt have even really known there was a thunderstorm just an hour 

or two before! John took the participants on a walking tour of the field , explaining to them safety 

issues, field boundaries, and how to most efficiently straighten a hi -start at Encinitas. Once 

complete the contest started around 8:30am.  

 

 

 
Clock board with òeasy-upsó along the edge of the field (Bob 

Hirsch photo)  
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F3L Coastal Cooler Contest Report (continued)  

 

 
Pilots at the inaugural 2025 F3L Coastal Cooler at Encinitas (Bob Hirsch photo)  

But then it happened. An odd wind came up from due south, most likely outflow from one of 

the decaying thunderstorms in the area. It was a solid crosswind making launching difficult and 

making line crossing a regular event. Chaos immediately ensued. People had difficulty making 

6-minute flights, people had difficulty making landing points. Some pilots had difficulty getting 

their planes back to the field. We managed to get round 1 in before taking a break as it just 

wasnõt fun and the wind was strong and steady. Slowly it began to ebb back to a nice calm 

and we restarted the contest about 30 minutes later. Thermals were still tricky but present.  

 

 And then it happened. Again. An odd wind 

came up, this time from the north! 180 

degrees opposite to the chaos we had just 

endured. This wind was not as strong as the 

first but presented the same difficulties of line 

crossing, tight and rapidly drifting the rmals, 

etc. We stuck through it and kept the 

contest rolling. In the period of just a few 

hours we had observed winds from the ESE, 

S, and N. All we needed now were winds out 

of the W! By the time we finished our Subway 

sandwiches on the field, a slight we st breeze 

started coming up but it was hotter and 

more humid than normal all day and 

zapped pilot energy. By the time we 

completed the first day around 4:45pm, 

everyone was quite drained. We enjoyed 

some Rubioõs fish tacos on the field and 

packed up by 6pm  to head home for rest.  

 

 
Philip Brister from Arizona launching his 2m F3L glider with  

Steve Condon behind him  just about to launch. (Bob Hirsch 

photo)  
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F3L Coastal Cooler Contest Report (continued)  

 

Sunday August 24 began as a more typical Encinitas day with a marine layer, calm conditions, 

lower humidity, no thunderstorms nearby, and later in the morning the typical westerly sea breeze 

would make its presence known. A quick pilots meeting at 8am had the contest resumed just a 

bit before 8:30am and conditions were nice throughout the day. Everyone easily felt more 

comfortable without the crazy weather and many 6 min flights with >90 landings were achieved. 

 

 
John McNeil launching his Purito for another successful 

mission at the Cooler  (Bob  Hirsch photo)  

 
Larry Jolly choosing the right time to launch his V -tail 

Yellow Jacket (Bob Hirsch photo)  

 
Philip Brister about to nail a super landing on lane 2. Body English absolutely helps!  

(Bob Hirsch photo)  

 

The preliminary rounds 

finished around noon and 

we had another Subway 

lunch on the field before 

two flyoff rounds of the top 

6 pilots (Gary Fogel, Larry 

Jolly, Michael Roseberry, 

John Armstrong, Steve 

Condon, and John McNeil). 

Larry Jolly expressed a 

desire not to fly in the flyoffs 

as he was already burned 

out.   So, the top five pilots 

continued on in the flyoffs in 

typical west conditions with 

large thermals drifting to the 

east .  
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  F3L Coastal Cooler Contest Report (continued)  

 

We finished around 2:30pm with a nice trophy ceremony for the top 3 pilots overall (Gary Fogel, 

Steve Condon, and John McNeil) and top team (Tres Amigos). Note that all three top pilots were 

TPG members, and the top team was also composed of TPG members! A  nice representation 

from the home team at the inaugural Coastal Cooler.   
 

 
Overall F3L Cooler winners John McNeil (left, third place); 

Gary Fogel (center, first  place); Steve Condon (right, 

second place) earned cool water tumblers embossed 

with  the event logo  (Bob Hirsch photo)  

 
Winning Team òTres Amigosó of Larry Jolly, Gary Fogel, 

Steve Condon, and David Hall  (left to right). By the end 

of the contest, we were truly quatro amigos and also 

quite tired.  (Bob Hirsch photo)  

Enough thanks cannot be stated for the TPG team that helped put this together, especially 

several TPG members who spent their entire weekend at the registration tent, making sure 

sandwiches were on time, making sure people were able to access the field, et c. Jake Olefsky, 

Michael Gillen, Tom Farley, and Paul Nibecker did a super job. Many other TPGers helped with 

preparation and planning. Cliff Hunter, Don Lochhead, Tom Farley and a team helped build 

additional barricades to protect the methane pipes. Bob H irsch assisted as photographer, taking 

some super photos and sharing them on RC Groups. John McNeil and Bob teamed up on some 

nifty team trophies ð wall plaques for each team member that included a photo of the winning 

team. Jake 3D printed new hi -start re els to help wind up the lines. Jake and Paul helped with the 

construction of new hi -starts for the club. All of this effort by others allowed John and Gary to 

focus on contest management, marketing, scoring, etc. which was quite a relief as organizers, 

especially for a first time doing a new 2 -day contest with guests from afar. Thank you!  

 

F3X Vault scores are shown on the following page . 
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  F3L Coastal Cooler Contest Report (continued)  
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September F5J Contest Report ð Steve Condon , CD  

On a beautiful Sunday morning, nine guys showed up at Poway to fly F5J including Warren Day, 

who made the trip down from LA and Tom Kiesling whoõs been focused on other soaring 

endeavors of late. It was great to see their familiar faces having a good time with us and they 

both ended up òon the podium!ó 

 

 
   F5J pilots (Bob Hirsch  photo) ) 

 

 
Pilots meeting (Bob Hirsch photo)  
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  September F5J  Contest Report (continued)   

 We had a great contest with classic Poway conditions of decent thermals that develop down 

low but were also elusive and fast moving at times. Lots of dynamic flying was had and thanks 

to the slick technology of the F3X Vault, running the contest was a bree ze. 

Cliff Hunter and Milan Bregman launching (Bob Hirsch photo)) 

 
 Steve Stanton, Cliff and Mike Smith launching (Bob Hirsch photo) 

 
 Milan landing  (Bob Hirsch photo)  

 
Steve Stanton launching  (Bob Hirsch photo)  

There were many low saves on this day and quite a few that couldnõt be saved and ended up 

in heartbreak! Overall, we had a lovely time flying five rounds and Mike Smith came out on top. 

A big thanks to Bob Hirsch for coming out and volunteering to time for  people and for taking 

photos.  
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September F5J Contest Report (continued)   

 

First Place ð Mike Smith with CD 

Steve Condon (Bob Hirsch photo)  

 
Second Place  ð Tom Kiesling with CD 

Steve Codson (Bob Hirsch photo)  

 
Third Place ð warren Day with CD 

Steve Condon (Bob Hirsch photo)  

   F3X Vault Scores  
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Poway Invitational  DLG Contest Report ð Cliff Hunter , CD  

The Poway Invitational Hand Launch Contest was held September 20, 2025, and we had 

seventeen pilots show up for a fun day of flying. We flew eight rounds and had three flyoff  rounds.  

 

After the first five rounds , we took a 35 -minute  lunch break . We also celebrated Milan  Bregmanõs 

18th birthday with doughnuts and cupcakes. After the lunch break we flew rounds six through 

eight. The top six pilots went on to the flyoffs. The preliminary round scores  did not carry over. This 

made it remarkably interesting , because it became those six pilots flying against each other. 

They would be flying in the same air and in the same round. The top three would receive trophies. 

The top six pilots were Kev in Jantz, Paul Reese, Gary Fogel, Wil Lalla, and Milan B regman.  

 
Poway Invitational participants  

F3X Vault Scores  
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Poway Invitational DLG Contest Report (continued)   

 
   Top 6 (Flyoff) Pilots - They were Kevin Jantz, Paul Reese, Gary Fogel, Wil Lalla, and Milan Bergman.  

 

The Flyoffs were tough to say the least.  Round 9 was Task H ð 1,2,3,4 minute. Round 10 was Task 

L Single Flight (9:59 max) (Timer stands off the field.) and Round 11 was Task E Poker (Pilot 

Nominated) 3 flights in 10 minutes.  The best time in Round 10, Task L Single flight (9:59) was 

4.27.3 minutes, the lowest was 1.53.5 minutes . The goal was 9:59 minutes.  

 

When it was all over,  the results were:  

First Place ð Mengchen, with a score of 2857.7 points . 

Second Place ð Milan Bregman,  with a score of 2750.0.  

Third Place  ð Will Lalla, with a score of 2373.5.  

 

Top pilot in e-DLG was Cliff Hunter.  

Top pilot in Sportsman was Malick Hernandez  
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 Poway Invitational  DLG Contest Report (continued)   

 F3X Vault Scores  

 

 
Poway Invitational WinnerséMengchen Li (1st Place  ð center), Milan Bregman (2 nd  Place ð 

right  and Will Lalla (3 rd Place  ð left ) 

Great flying in Poway conditions. Thanks to all for the challenging work!  

 

This was a talented team effort in putting  together the Torrey Pines Gulls 2025 Poway Invitational 

Contest. Thank you to everyone that helped the pilots ; and all the helpers for field preparation 

and setting up tables and pop -up tents, time clocks, speakers, computer and the F3X vault, 

drinks, and electrical power.  

 

Thanks, 

 

CD Cliff Hunter  and Co -CD Gary Fogel  

 


