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Message from the President

Hi everyone,

I was recently ma d ¢

passing of anot her
had a significant i1
Bi | | Bckleserved as
editor for many year
as t he Member ship
over ten years.

Chuck Norris But I di dnot know ar

met Bill when | started coming to the
Thermal Duration contests at Encinitas.  While everyone else
was flying composite birds, he and | built woodie Skybench
models together - sharing building techniques and egging

each other on through the proc
and his was a 1326 Oly 111, anc
techniques. Building and then flying  together was the

connection that first got me connected firmly to the Gulls,

and I dm grateful to Bill for h
Many of you probably ran into Bill at the Gliderport - he loved

slope soaring, and lived nearby in Del Mar, so whenever he
felt the wind come  up, he would head over to Torrey. He was
always happy to help out new pilots, offering words of
encouragement or instruction.

I'm still flying the Oly and whenever | do , | remember Bill. He
is missed, but he had a life well -lived.

Chuck


http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
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TPGMarch/April Events

DATE EVENT COMMENTS
March 7 th Scale Planes & Both TPG and TPSSS Torrey Pines Gliderport
Fun Fly Day No Contest Registration Required
Fun Fly!
March 8 th F5J Contest Poway Flight Center
Register on E3X Vault
March 15 th Tow Hook Fun Fly Encinitas Flight Center
F3L/F3RES 2m & 1.5m Register on E3X Vault when open
March 21 st DLG Contest Poway Flight Center
Register on F3X Vault
March 28th F5J Foamy Fun Fly Poway Flight Center
Register on E3X Vault
April 4th Old School Vintage Classic Woodies Torrey Pines Gliderport
0 Balsa BOTSs, Olys, Sagittas 6 No Contest Registration Required
whatever is built -up wood Fun Fly!
April 11t DLG Contest Poway Flight Center
Register on E3X Vault
April 18th - 19th International Hand Launch Glider Poway Flight Center
Festival 8 31st Anniversary Register on F3X Vault
April 21 st Club Virtual Meeting Zoom link:
TPG Virtual Meeting Zoom Link
April 25t TPG Slope Combat Fiesta Poway Slope
Register on F3X Vault when open

At the slope (Ray Pili photo)


https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4156
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4279
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4117
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4151
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4118
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4277
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2025896304?pwd=WWN5bVdGaWlzeEVPNklsYzcydE9TQT09
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Club Meetings, Contests and Activities

The Torrey Pines Gulls hosts bi-monthly club meetings virtually via 20 o m. ltds real
Zoom, join in the fun, chat with other  s; and we typically have a presentation about a topic in
RC soaring or something aviation related.

At our last virtual meeting , in 2025, we were joined by Former Chief Engineer at the Lockheed
Martin Skunk Words, Mike Swanson , for a review of how the Skunk Works executes programs,
including some fascinating recent examples and how the team fosters a culture of innovation
to be successful. There was a healthy turnout of TPG members and friends who all enjoyed
Mike's presentation including some great stories and connections between the Skunk Works

and our RC aeromodelling community. Thanks, Mike!

Our next club meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 28, 2026, at 7:00pm PDT. You can be sure
we Ol | have a f asci raadtas awqys,@ tineesogaudh ddse vatmflying buddies
and friends. The Zoom link will be shared with the club via discord and Google Groups prior to
each meeting. It also appears on the Upcoming TPG Events listin the Newsletter.

Craig Hanson's Aquila (Walt Quitt photo)
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News from the Slope 0 Bret Locke , Slope Coordinator

Bret Locke
Candot Beat the Weather in San Diego!

There have been some unfavorable rainy conditions to contend with this month, but for the most

part, weather conditions have been favorable. Light onshore winds have been fairly consistent

and overcast conditions have not been a problem. The TPG slope are as remain in excellent
condition; recent rains have kept the green grass soft for our landing area at Torrey Pines.
California Adventures are mowing the RC Landing Area making long soft landings possible for

the foreseeable future. The 2026 TPG Calendar  is moving along, so mark your schedules.

February 7th, was the Gliderport Slope Fly and Swap. Turnout was good and many planes in a
broad spectrum of condition changed hands. This event allows participants to either thin their
fleets or find that long sought after slope craft. Conditions were i ght but did allow for plenty of
flying fun.

|

Trunkful of stto sell *Bob Hirsch photo) A ready and willing buyer (Michael Gillen response)
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News from the Slope (continued)

February 28th, was the ever -famous Poway
Combat Fiesta. For the first time, the event was
scored and entered into the F3X Vault as a
League of Silent Flight (LSF) eligible event. The
scoring for each of the five 10 -minute heats
consisted of;, 1 point for launching in a round, 2
points for remaining aloft for the entire 10  -minute
round without coming to a complete stop on the
ground, 4 points for a combat kill and successful
loop or roll by the victor

The competition was heavy, with 20 pilots posting
scores for placement. In the end, Gary Fogel was
victorious with an overall score of 1980, Chuck

Norris and Milan Bregman tied for second with .t

(Bret Locke photo)

scores of 1380. Heat Launch!

Rounds (1-5)

Completed Rounds (No

# Pilot Name Total Diff Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5
1 H Gary Fogel B = 1980.00 180.00 540,00 180.00 420.00
e 4 | Chuck Norris 8 |2 1380.00 -600.00 60.00 60.00 420.00 420.00 420.00
£l 15 | Milan Bregman 8 = 1380.00 60.00 180.00 60.00
7 19| Scott Mccurdy B a 1260.00 412000  420.00 180.00 60.00 180.00 420.00
s H John McNeil & a 1140.00 412000  180.00 60.00 420.00 180.00 300.00
o 11} Jake Olefsky 5 = 900.00 -240.00  180.00 180.00 180.00 180.00 180.00
i s | lan Cummings 58 a 840.00 6000 180.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

: H Brian Moore BE 3 780.00 -60.00 60.00 540.00 60.00 60.00 60.00
o @& Kevin Halle 5 = 720.00 -60.00 0.00 60.00 60.00 300.00 300.00
iy o | Tom Farley &5 2 660.00 6000 0.00 0.00 60.00 0.00
kM 16 Zeve Zilberstein B 540.00 -120.00 60.00 60.00 300.00 60.00 60.00
12 @ Michael Gillen B 420.00 -120.00 0.00 180.00 60.00 0.00 180.00
EN 26 | Marty Zimmerman 420.00 60.00 180.00 0.00 180.00 0.00
12 k8 Kevin Vu 85 2 300.00 -120.00 60.00 60.00 60.00 60.00 60.00
15 Johnny Walkon 22 a 240.00 -60.00 60.00 180.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
16 Bob Hirsch B 180.00 -60.00 60.00 120.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
17 8 Paul Nibecker 5 180.00 0.00 60.00 60.00 60.00 0.00
12 Bl Keith Frankie B 120.00 -60.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 60.00 60.00
EN 20| Mike Ray 120.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 60.00 60.00
20 K& Bret Locke B 60.00 -60.00 60.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
21 @ Adina Conwell B = 15.00 -45.00 0.00 15.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
22 Arthur Markiewicz & 0.00 -15.00 NE NE NE NE NE

23 m Justin Tolman EE »/ 0.00 NE NE NE NE NE

24 Johnny Walkonblue BE 0.00 NE NE NE NE NE
25 Johnny Walkonred BE = 0.00 NE NE NE NE NE

26 B Clint Badewitz BE 0.00 NE NE NE NE NE



GULL WINGS NEWSLETTBRARCH 2026 PAGE 6

News from the Slope (continued)

Interestingly , John M cNeil was the one who figured out how to use F3X Vault for scoring the
event ; however this was possible only if the event was classified as a thermal duration
contest él roni c

-

SIE)pe Combat pildfs élots of

3

Another grea grup launch (Bob Hirsch pto )
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News from the Slope (continued)

We are only at beginning the 2026 Slope Season, make the best of our weather!
Sincerely,

Bret Locke
TPG Slope Coordinator

SAFETY ALERT:

Our most effective safety practice is the Blue -Sky Rule; your depth perception cannot be
trusted; Maintain Situational Awareness; and fly with a spotter if feeling overwhelmed by your

plane or by paraglider traffic. In uncomfortable situations (i.e. numero us paragliders in the R/C
window), landing is always a great option. If warranted, politely ask the Gliderport flight director

to help clear the RC window.

TPG Gliderport Schedule for 202 6

March 7t Scale Planes 0 Both TPG and TPSSS Fun Fly Day

April 4th Old School Vintage Classic Woodies @& Balsa BOTs, Olys, Sagittas 6 whatever is
built -up wood

May 2 nd TPGAIAA foamboard event 8 9AM -2PM.
UCSD/SDSU Foam Board Design/Build/Fly Contest 8 Mentors wanted!

May 9 Foamies o Ahis, Alulas, Radia nsdi f itos f oam, this is vy

June 6t Katie Martin International Tribute.
A day to remember and celebrate Bobds
Hawks (Katieds favorite) al of t . Al l RC
bring out your classic Bob Martin planes too!

July 4t Aerobatics Day 06 TWF/PNFdJ Jesters, Ahis, Shrikes; whatever turns on a dime

August 8t FIl'y 6n Swap daktp 8y and swap meet. Clean out your garages and
make room for more birds

September 51 Old School Vintage Classic Woodies Again! 0 Balsa BOTs, Olys, Sagittas o
whatever is built -up wood

October 1 7th UCSD/TPG Buddy Box & Skilled Pilots Mentorship Day

October 1 8t Redman Rules Contest 8 Ribbons for 1 ¢, 2nd and 3 ™. For the uninitiated, Redman
Rules involve beer can bowling and limbo line.

December 5 No Shopping Saturday o A week or so after Thanksgiving to get out of the house

Also, keep an eye out for details on our next Poway Slope
Combat session.

The next event of 202 6 is scheduled for April 25t, 2026
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January/February F5J TourContest Report & Mike Verzuh, CD
Mike Smith, Co -CD

Field: Perris Free Flight Field
Date: January 31 0 February 1, 2026

This event was the third year the gulls hosted the F5J Tour kickoff event. The venue was selected
at the Perris Free Flight field just north of San Diego; about 50 minutes. This field is very wide open
and a oOoOpured thermal fi el d ionschde bynfrom tteespnhdls etca There i
was a combination of support from F5JINLA, Perris Free Flight and Riverside Radio Control Clubs,
with all clubs chipping in something. This year we were able to set up on the RRCC field just
North of their runway . The club graciously stopped power flight operations for the weekend.
Thanks go to Steve Stanton who from his pocket got a local guy to mow the grass and weeds.

| jumped in a few days before with my mower, and we had an awesome field to fly on. Kudos

go o ut to Warren Day for providing outstanding coordination club support and on the field
equipment. | want to send special thanks to Mike Smith for scoring, Steve Condon, for line setup,
and Steve Stanton for field prep.

We opened the event with some fond memories of our great friend Cliff Hunter. We added ClIiff
to the pilot roster, and that meant his name wi
we all knew he was looking down and flying right alongside everyon e.

This year we really had awesome weather for late January. The temps were not bad in the early
morning, 40s and warmed up nicely to the high 70s to even 80s on Sunday. Zero rain all
weekend. We did have the wind come up a bit on Saturday afternoon, but it w as still very
flyable and challenged everyone. These light F5j ships need ballast for wind conditions and if

you picked the wrong amount, you were left short of the landing spot.

Mike Smith photo



GULL WINGS NEWSLETTBRARCH 2026 PAGE9

January/February F5J Tour Contest Report  (continued)

We were able to get in seven rounds on Saturday and then six on Sunday. | mentioned the

weather was clear and beautiful and part of the reason was we had high pressure that built in.

This meant thermals were small, moved in less predictable directions when the wind was down,
and overall added a nice challenge. It was not uber low launches that won the day. It was

proper launch high execution and flying skill that won the day. Things started off with light wind

and smooth conditions. It was hands off flying (I could have used more of that A ) Most of the
launching was to the North with some nice higher level wave conditions. Once you dropped

below say 70 -80 meters it was a different set of conditions with small weak thermals if any. During

the morning things developed better, but you still ha d to be conservative for launch high as
thermals didndt blow up to high I evel at all . L[
yet another level of challenge. Thermals were stronger but you could easily get drawn ou t too
deep to get back. Again, Il know this from persc
high enough. Meanwhile our event champion, Mike Smith, really put on a clinic.

Only Milan came close to his
performance on day one. Both flew
clean and Mikeds w

943. Mil ands wor st

did end up being his final throw out). | ‘%
This put both pilots in great position — . O
for day two. Sunday held really light
wind and light lift conditions. Again,
good altitude selection and smooth
flying won the day. Both Mike and
Milan flew awesome on Sunday.
They maintained both 1st and 2nd
position respectively for the last
seven rounds.

Mike Sh photo o

Congratulations to our top five  : Mike Smith,
Milan Bregman, Keith Kendrick, John Butler
and Tim Johnson. They all flew a strong
contest. Of note is (i
him) Mike Smith has won all three of these
events 6 wow.

Thanks very much to those that helped put
this together. Put this one on your list for
next year. Enjoy the pictures. They are of
the winners in order 1st 0 5th.

Mike Verzuh photo
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January/February F5J Tour Contest Report

F3X Vault Scores

(continued)

Rounds (1-10)
Completed Rounds (1 Drop In Effect)
# Pilot Name Total Diff Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round 6 Round 7 Round 8 Round 9 Round 10
1 Mike Smith &5 = 11790.02 961.01 943.91 994.30 993.72 981.50 1000 1000 964.67
2 E Milan Bregman & = 11703.81 -86.21 959.16 966.66 8426 963.72 959.61 1000 1000 1000 955.55 955.52
3 m Keith Kindrick 2 = 11502.24 -201.57 946.61 935.89 973.98 943.20 918.25 873.07 866:18 984.14 961.08
4 John Butler £ 11389.16 -113.08 986.73 666 802.23 896.40 921.30 964.88 999.13 930.19 925.33
5 n Tim Johnson £ = 11019.91 -369.25 900.08 899.39 988.67 836.91 654.33 876.20 927.01 &85
6 H Michael Reagan 25 ) 11013.00 -6.91 52677 944.73 935.89 928.23 980.35 691.32 807.69 890.52 867.95 991.09
7 n Steven Willcox Sr. 25 a) 11003.39 -9.61 992.92 994.06 980.49 958.20 1000 | 652.02 902.54 948.94 979.73 604.09
8 m Steve Condon & 10735.81 -267.58 909.81 955.28 | 1000 5692 646.24 938.16 973.59 342.51
9 ﬂ Mike Verzuh £ a 10735.80 -0.01 978.27 866 944,11 981.30 806.45 | 1000 840.10 847.57 578.63 990.28
10 m Kenneth Meeks 2 & 10597.34 -138.46 926.15 672.88 987.10 761.82 66264 984.55 1000 | 839.27 722.63 827.86
11 H Steven Willcox Jr. Z= i 10477.82 -119.52 574.71 554.40 1000 1000 I 1000 841.73 844.52 679.29 983.17 1000
12 Tom Kiesling 25 10117.98 -359.84 724.97 978.81 1000 942.42 0.00 1000 I 932.69 997.39 1000 541.70
13 ﬂ Warren Day 2 & 10089.22 -28.76 945,18 987.17 949.26 982.11 875.44 843,50 747.11 876.76 916.29 0.00
14 a Ben Hinkle 25 2 9783.06 -306.16 0.00 810.85 977.23 600.34 767.63 809.48 977.97 960.49 958.69
15 E Randy Everly & 9740.96 -42.10 886 515.54 0.00 898.37 998.24 866.48 581.73 996.47 987.66
16 m Steve Stanton 2 & 9602.80 -138.16 862.48 726.27 87419 0.00 84372 541.11 488 990.30 938.32 978.13
17 m Dale Olstinske ¥ = 8660.20 -942.60 958.44 623.07 817.64 77523 715.05 722.97 882.69 147.13 601.64 &88
18 Lou Fox EE & 7822.83 -837.37 966.92 1000 856 971.68 693.54 0.00 798.06 726.32 0918.94 0.00
19 n John Armstrong = i 7528.29 -294.54 93472 868 1000 0.00 1000 854.33 784.45 969.16 0.00
20 m Ed Stewart Jr. 25 &/ 3648.73 -3879.56 321.14 946.45 666 380.12 DNS DNS DNS 680.45 651.79 668.78
21 m Douglas McIntosh £ 2757.48 -891.25 381.96 639.89 682.69 216.01 BNS DNS DNS DNS DNS DNS
22 Jordan Meeks 2544.82 -212.66 o086 0.00 939.77 945.79 659.26 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
23 m Ray Dewees £ 1514.05 -1030.77 654.21 464.59 395.25 &66 DNS DNS 0.00 DNS DNS DNS
24 Jack Vaughan 25 63.03 -1451.02 886 35.89 27.14 DNS DNS DNS DNS DNS DNS DNS
25 Clifford Hunter 5 2 0.00 -63.03 &80 DNS DNS DNS DNS DNS DNS DNS DNS DNS
Rounds (11-13)
= Pilot Name Total Dift Round 11 Round 12 Round 13
1 Mike Smith 8] = 11790.02 98081 36555 970.10
2 Milan Bregman 9 & 1703.81 8621 95397 989 62 1000
£l 15 Keith Kindrick 55 = 11502.24 20157 1000 970.47 990.55
4 John Butier 88 & 11389.16 -113.08 98324 1000 979.73
5 n Tim Johnson §5 & 1019.91 36925 954,39 993 40 97403
8 Michael Reagan B & 11013.00 49 989,62 99201 99360
a Steven Wilicox St. 55 = 11003.39 981 990.40 1000 L)
Steve Condon ] & 1073581 -267 .58 1000 993 61 976 61
Mike Verzuh 85§ = 10735.80 0m 80187 986.02 97920
Kenneth Meeks B} & 10597.34 -138.46 964.82 96249 04777
Steven Wilicox Jr. 55 i 10477.82 -119.52 1000 L 1000
Tom Kiesling 55 & 10117.98 -359.84 o] 1000 1000
Warren Day Bl & 10089.22 -28.76 848 994 .40 972.00
Ben Hinkle 8§ & 9783.06 -306.16 95553 964 85 a8
Randy Everly B 9740.96 -42.10 959.43 974 46 962 58
16 m Steve Stanton 88 =& 9602.80 -138.16 94014 938 54 96960
17 Dale Olstinske 55 = 8660.20 -942 60 861.93 93164 s7277
18 Lou Fox il & 7822.83 837.37 0.00 796.48 95089
19 n John Armstrong 55 & 7528.29 29454 93563 0.00 0.00
20 Ed Stewart Jr. 1 & 3648.73 -3879.56 DNS DNS DNS
el 14} Douglas Mcintosh 55 = 275748 $91.25 83693 DNS 0.00
2 Jordan Meeks ] & 254482 -212.66 0.00 0.00 0.00
EEl 19| Ray Dewees 55 a, 1514.05 -1030.77 DNS DNS DNS
24 Jack Vaughan B8 & 63.03 ~1451.02 DNS DNS DNS
25 Clifford Hunter 8] & 0.00 -63.03 DNS DNS DNS
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January/February F5J Tour Contest Report  (continued)

Mike Verzuh presenting trophiesto L  -R, Mike Smith, Milan Bregman, Keith Kendrick, John Butler  and Tim Johnson

Mike Smith pot ‘
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February Tow Hook Series Contest Report 8 John McNeil, CD

After the rain on Wednesday that closed the Encinitas field, we had beautiful conditions on
Sunday at Poway. We set up three bungees for the 2m class and a fourth for sub250g, along with

four landing tapes. These fit nicely in the field if one of the launc h and landing lanes is right up
against the plowed area. The alfalfa is short right now, so this worked well. Twelve pilots flew six
sixminute rounds in 2m while four also flew sub250g. We had a wide array of 2m planes, including

a lovely T -tail Chris des igned. All four sub25g planes were 1.5m Yellow Jackets. These fly great and
build out to 240g, making them perfect for the class.

Pilots meeting (Brian Moore photo)



GULL WINGS NEWSLETTBRARCH 2026 PAGE 13

February Tow Hook Series Contest Report  (continued)

While the weather was nice, the thermal patterns were unusual and challenging. Most thermals
were light and capped out not much above winch height. The only lift that broke loose was North

of the tree line. This lift came later in the day, and working it r equired committing immediately
after launch. You can see from the 2m results that seasoned pilots dominated regardless of their
F3RES experience. My short flights were the result of turning South into pounding sink with no hope
of crossing the treesto go  North.

Christo E fstath iou launching (Bb Hirsch photo)
Ve (EBTR .

4 o |

Chuck Norris landing (Bob Hirsch photo)

B

Gary Fogel launching (Bob Hirsch photo)
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February Tow Hook Series Contest Report  (continued)

It was wonderful to have so many people fly, and to fly with some old friends who are now
coming out to fly RES. Once again, this was a relaxed and social contest. We finished up at
about 12:30, even though the flying window was open until 1:00. As CD, | a m grateful that
folks get out and fly without sandbagging. Thanks to everyone who helped with logistics and
mowing. It made my job easy.

F3X Vault Scores d2m
Rounds (1-6)

Completed Rounds (No Drops In Effect)

# Pilot Name Total Diff Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round 6
1 m Steve Condon & & 4890.00 816.00 816.00 815.00 819.00 811.00
2 n Gary Fogel B & 4522.00 -368.00 501.00 812.00 816.00 817.00 817.00 759.00
3 B Arthur Markiewicz % = 3595.00 -627.00 726.00 811.00 274.00 164.00 817.00 803.00
4 n David Hall & = 3397.00 -198.00 802.00 180.00 281.00 811.00 516.00 807.00
5 B Doug Cronkhite 2 3175.00 -222.00 802.00 811.00 264.00 544.00 380.00 374.00
6 H John McNeil Z& & 3057.00 -118.00 808.00 223.00 609.00 417.00 244.00 756.00
7 Chuck Norris 2 a/ 2816.00 -241.00 332.00 234.00 811.00 208.00 414.00
8 m Steve Hurd & & 2121.00 -695.00 214.00 243.00 361.00 134.00 779.00 390.00
a m Don Lochhead Z =) 1964.00 -157.00 183.00 447.00 144.00 366.00 197.00 627.00
10 m Miroslav Sir 2 & 1938.00 -26.00 217.00 246.00 156.00 330.00 255.00 734.00
1 ﬂ Kellen LeBlanc 2 = 1695.00 -243.00 115.00 114.00 216.00 270.00 214.00 766.00
12 B Christoph Efstathiou = 1287.00 -408.00 132.00 237.00 350.00 208.00 146.00 214.00

F3X Vault Scores d 1.5m (under 2500)
Rounds (1-5)

Completed Rounds (No Drops

# Pilot Name Total Diff Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5
1 Gary Fogel 2 a2 3168.00 689.00 | 695.00 698.00 | 691.00 395.00
2 John McNeil € 2 2986.00 -182.00 682.00 686.00 270.00 681.00 667.00
3 Bret Locke Z = 2165.00 -821.00 400.00 377.00 138.00 682.00 568.00
4 Kellen LeBlanc Z & 1431.00 -734.00 363.00 186.00 180.00 341.00 361.00

1.5m (under 250g) pilots
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February DLG Contest Report & William Lalla , CD

The morning started like a perfect day. A nice temperature and weak lift starting to build. Along
with good vibes from everyone there.

Bl

ch photo)
Round 1 Task H (1, 2, 3, 4 (Any order)) - The conditions were as the morning brought with lift being
barely workable over the creek. Group A, Justin took the K. Group B, had a lot closer scores with
Will taking the K.

Round 2 Task N (Best flight) - Air was still heating up and tricky. Low flying was common in this
round. Group A, Justin took the K far over the others by almost 4 minutes. Group B, Will took the
K with 4 minutes over the 2nd highest score.

Round 3 Task J (3x3 minute flights) - The air was now as the competition favored. Group A, times
were closer together but ended up with Don and Will take the K. Group B, Kevin took the K over
the group by about 1 and a half minutes.

Field conditions between ruds 3and 4 (Will  iam Lalla photo) '
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February DLG Contest Report (continued)

Round 4 Task E (Poker (3 nominations)) - Air was as active as round 3. Group A, John took the K
over Will by 8 seconds. Group B, Mark took the Kwitha 1  -minute call followed by an all  -in call.
Round 5 Task A (Last flight in 7 minutes) - A small wind started to appear but not being an issue

for most. Group A, everyone in that group scored the K. Group B, Will and lan took the K over
the others.

Round 6 Task C (All up last down) - Timers got a nice chance to sit down and the sun was now

right above us about then. Group A, Will took the K by about a minute. Group B, Justin took the
K by 1 second over Tom.

Round 7 Task L (Single flight with Challenge) - Challenge of the round was no timers on the field.
Air was pretty calm at first with a few good breezes from passing thermals. Group A, John took
the K. Notably, John launched at the start and found the therm al everyone eventually used.

Group B, Will took the K. Will made a good memory with his dad, both being the last to land
together.

L

Field conditions between rounds 7 and 8 (Wil  liam Lalla photo)

At the end of the day, it wasnodét a very c¢close d
1033.5 points over second place. Young eyes won the day. Congrats to everyone! Podium was
1st: William Lalla, 2nd: Justin Tolman, 3rd: John McNeil.
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February DLG Contest Report (continued)

McNeil , 3@ Place ( not shown since he had to leave early ) (Bob Hirsch photo)

F3X Vault Scores
Rounds (1-8)

Completed Rounds (No Drops In Effect)

# Pilot Name Total Diff Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round 6 Round 7 Round 8
1 William Lalla 2 = 7986.6 1000 1000 1000 | 986.6 1000 1000 1000 1000
2 n Justin Tolman & a 6953.1 -1033.5 1000 1000 948.1 510.4 1000 1000 4946 1000
3 B John McNeil 2 a 6663.4 -289.7 868.4 620.9 815.0 | 1000 1000 831.9 1000 527.2
n Tom Farley 25 6270.4 -393.0 906.2 514.2 814.8 780.8 1000 998.1 859.8 396.5
5 n Kevin Halle 2 2 6134.2 -136.2 837.0 4457 1000 780.8 1000 910.1 648.2 5124
6 B Don Lochhead 2 &) 5083.6 -1050.6 806.9 378.8 1000 446.2 3143 809.4 8725 455.5
7 lan Cummings 25 = 4922.4 -161.2 510.4 1449 662.9 408.3 1000 | 708.5 887.1 600.3
8 n Mark Lalla 25 = 4868.9 -53.5 970.0 325.8 571.4 1000 300.0 464.7 910.4 326.6
9 n Chuck Norris 2 2 0.0 -4868.9 0.0 DNS DNS DNS DNS DNS DNS DNS
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Club Membership Update

Hello Gulls,
Thank you so much for renewing your memberships.

We currently stand at 81 paid memberships for 2026, including 3 new club
members since the last update. For those who have not renewed, go to the

new and improved web site at torreypinesqulls.org _ and renew your
membership.

If you know someone who may be interested in RC soaring, please invite

Ch“StO_ph them to some of our events and encourage them to sign up and become a
Efstathiou member.

Renewing or new members must fill out the registration on our web site.

Please use the link below when joining as a new member or renewing an existing membership.

Fill out the registration form completely and pay using PayPal, credit card or check. If you have

not signed up for the TPG Google Group, you will be sent an individ ual email when becoming
a member.

http://www.torreypinesqulls.org/membership.html

Membership Processing

Please use th e link below when joining as a new member or renewing an existing membership.

Fill out the registration form completely and pay using PayPal, credit card or check . Current
members will receive a ren ewal notice using the TPG Google  Group email process. If you have
not signed up for the TPG Google Group, you will be sent an individual email.
http://www.torreypinesqulls.org/membership.html

All new and renewing members will receive a membership card and key (if requested, for
Encinitas and Poway) . The key provides access to the gates at our Encinitas and Poway flying
sites. Members who fly at the Torrey Pines Gliderport and are Gliderport rated will receive a club

lanyard from a club representative at the Gliderport. Members must wear the lanyard wi th the
membership card attached when flying at the Gliderport, for safety reasons. Remember, you
must have a current AMA membership to join TPG. To join  AMA, follow this link:

https://join.modelaircraft.org/torreypinesqulls/

Please contact us at: membership@torreypinesqulls.org if you have not received your
membership materials or have any membership -related questions .



http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership.html
https://join.modelaircraft.org/torreypinesgulls/
mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
torreypinesgulls.org
http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/membership.html
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Club Membership Update  (continued)

Annual Membership

TPGOs member shi p p etthromgd Decesnbed 3 n ¥ Rengwald begin November 1 st
of each year.

Club Dues are as follows:

Full Members & $60 per year

Youth Members (19 years or younger) 0 $5 per year

Student Members (full-time) o $20 per year

Work Credit You will receive a credit of up to $20 on your annual dues; $10 per each half -
day working at any TPG flying field. When filling out your registration form, there is a place
to input your hours/credit.

= =4 =4 -4

New members joining in the first six months of the year pay the full rate. Those joining in July
through September pay half the applicable rate. If you are a new member joining in October

through December, you pay the full rate, but your membership is co nsidered paid throught he
end of the following year.

You can get more detailed information regarding your yearly membership benefits by using the

following link: Torrey Pines Gulls Membership Guide , which will provide answerst o0 many of you r
guestions regarding Torrey Pines Gulls activities. Also review the TPG Club Bylaws for more
information at: Club Bylaws

Christoph Efstathiou
Membership Chairman
membership@torreypinesqulls.org

Torrey Pines Gulls Soaring Society
2026 Aduit Membership Member Name
Torrey Pines Rated

AMA 123456

Note: TPG membership information will not be shared or sold and will only be used to contact
members for purposes of TPG business.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wpa7iTmfXffs3oATx3SS4TNFI4bxcXen/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AIs6wy0PmUMRkyWXU2CC2x-08YSabKBB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AIs6wy0PmUMRkyWXU2CC2x-08YSabKBB/view?usp=sharing
mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
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Where We Fly d Panoramas & lan Cummings

Here are |l an Cummingsd i mmersive panor amas -farfousdarey
Pines Gliderport, Poway Flight Center, where each year the club sponsors the IHLGF (International Hand
Launch Glider Festival) and the Encinitas Flight Center. Clicking on the pictures takes you to our sites:

Click on this photo to ‘visit the Torrey Pines Gliderport.

photo to visit the TPG Poway Flight Center.

Click on this



https://www.torreypinesgulls.org/panos/encinitas/
https://www.torreypinesgulls.org/panos/poway/
https://www.torreypinesgulls.org/panos/torrey/
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How We Compete

F5J Contest Series

Thermal Coordinator 9o John McNell

Thermal D uration (winch launch) contests have been moved into the
Tow Hook Series (see the following pages). For  F5J contest dates,
check the following link on the Torrey Pines Gulls website:
https://www.torreypinesqulls.org/f5]  -competition.html

Also, be sure to subscribe to the RCGroups 202 6 TPG F5J contest

schedule thread for contest news . Il n the meanti me,
John McNeil been going on duri ng 2025:
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662319 -2025-

TPG F5J contest -schedule

or contact John McNeil at thermal@torreypinesqulls.org

DLG/Hand Launch /F3K Contest Series

DLG Coordinator 0o Justin Tolman

For DLG contest dates, check the calendar on the Torrey Pines Gulls
website:

For information, contacts, rules, etc. for past and upcoming Hand
Launch/DLG contests, check the following link on the Torrey Pines Gulls
website:

https://www.torreypinesqulls.org/discus -launch -glider -series.html

Justin Tolman Also, be sure to subscribe to the RCGroups 202 6 TPGDLG Contest /Clinic
Seriesthread for contest news
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4841707 -2026-
TPG DLG-Contest -Clinic - Series-Information

or contact Justin Tolman at dlg@torreypinesqulls.org



https://www.torreypinesgulls.org/f5j-competition.html
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662319-2025-TPG-F5J-contest-schedule
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4662319-2025-TPG-F5J-contest-schedule
mailto:thermal@torreypinesgulls.org
https://www.torreypinesgulls.org/discus-launch-glider-series.html
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4841707-2026-TPG-DLG-Contest-Clinic-Series-Information
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4841707-2026-TPG-DLG-Contest-Clinic-Series-Information
mailto:dlg@torreypinesgulls.org
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How We Compete (continued)

Team DLG Series

Thermal Coordinator 9o John McNell

Following a successful and fun launch of this new contest format in
2024, we have expanded the team DLG schedule in 2025. Each event
will be on a Sunday following a Saturday monthly DLG.

Also, be sure to subscribe to the RCGroups 202 6 TPG Team DLG
Contest/Clinic Series thread for contest news.
https://www.rcqroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4861235 -2026-
John McNeil TPGTeam-DLG-Series

For more info, contact John McNeil at thermal@torreypinesqulls.org

Team DLG format:
1 Teams consist of exactly four pilots
T Ineach heat , three of the pilots fly while one pilot times and provides team direction
1 Each round , the timer is rotated. After four rounds, all team members will have timed
once .
1 Contest rounds follow F3K formats except:
o Flight timing
A Flight time starts when the last of three pilots releases the model
A Flight time ends when the first of three pilots time would end
A If any pilot lands out of bounds, then the flight scores zero
A (In other words, all three pilots fly each flight together for a single flight time)

For full details, check out this RCGroups Forum:
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4617285 -New - F3K-Team-Contest -Format



https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4861235-2026-TPG-Team-DLG-Series
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4861235-2026-TPG-Team-DLG-Series
mailto:thermal@torreypinesgulls.org
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4617285-New-F3K-Team-Contest-Format

GULL WINGS NEWSLETTBRARCH 2026 PAGE 23

How We Compete (continued)
2024 TPG Tow Hook Series - F3L/F3RES/TD/1.5m

!
John McNeill

Aircraft Classes

Thermal Coordinator 9o John McNeil

The TPG Tow Hook Series was a great success in 2025 ; more contests, fun
fly clinics and even a multi -club/multi state event, The Coastal Cooler,
which was held in August.

For information, contacts, rules, etc. for past and upcoming Tow Hook
Seriescontests, check the following link on the Torrey Pines Gulls website:
https://www.torreypinesqulls.org/f3l  -res-competitions.html

Also, be sure to subscribe to the RCGroups 202 6 TPG Tow Hook
Contest/Clinic Series thread for contest news.
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4861221 -2026-TPG
Tow-Hook -Series-F3L- F3RESTD sub-2509g

For more info, contact John McNeil at thermal@torreypinesqulls.org

f 1.5m RES bungee launch. Max flying weight is 250g. Construction materials and
techniques must follow F3L rules.
Max imum flight time is 5 minutes .

1 2m RES bungee launch. Construction materials and techniques must follow F3L rules
Max imum flight time is 6 minute s.

T AMA thermal

duration open class. Winch launch . Skegs are allowed

Max imum flight time is 10 minutes .

Equipment

At least three landing tapes will be provided, marked for F3L. AMA TD will use the same
landing bonus formula as the other classes

F3L compliant bungees will be provided by the club and set up att he CDOds d
At the CDs discretion, all bungees may be shortened from F3L standard to accommodate
field conditions . Lighter 1.5m meter bungees will also be setup.

Winches :

A single winch will be  on TD days. The winch shall be set up in parallel with, and at the same
length as the stretched bungees . The winch will not have a retriever.


https://www.torreypinesgulls.org/f3l-res-competitions.html
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4861221-2026-TPG-Tow-Hook-Series-F3L-F3RES-TD-sub-250g
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4861221-2026-TPG-Tow-Hook-Series-F3L-F3RES-TD-sub-250g
mailto:thermal@torreypinesgulls.org
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How We Compete (continued)
F5JFoamy Fun Fly and Contest/Clinic  Series

TPG will continue our F5J style foamy fun fly contest (and clinic) Seriesin 2026
at our Poway field.

This is truly a fun-fly and a great way to get into F5J style flying. Any foamy or
stick-built plane up to 2m (or so) is welcome. Night Radians are very popular
but we also see Yellow Jackets  (stick-built) and a variety of other vintage
foamy and balsa stick -built aircraft.

We typically pause mid -contest for a quick clinic. Subjects generally focus
on F5J topics of interest to pilots getting into the format. The events are free

Don Lochhead but we still ask all pilots to sign up on F3X Vault so we know how many to
expect and can runthe m  atrix ahead of time.

For information, contacts, rules, etc. for past and upcoming F5J Foamy Fun Fly and
Contest/Clinic events , check the following link on the Torrey Pines Gulls website:
https://www.torreypinesqulls.org/foamy -fun-fly.html

Our next fun fly will be held on February 28 th. Sign up and come join in on the fun.
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event view&event id=4151

b Hirsch photo


https://www.torreypinesgulls.org/foamy-fun-fly.html
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4151
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League of Silent Flight and TPG 0 Gary Fogel

,ﬂ/@ )

League of Silent Flight

The League of Silent Flight (LSF) https://www.silentflight.org/ _is the special
interest group (SIG) representing RC soaring to the Academy of Model
Aeronautics. LSF has its own lengthy and important history, having first
been conceived of in Northern California in 1969, and helps arrange the
annual RC soaring Nationals at Muncie, Indiana each summer.
Additional info on its history can be found here:
http://www.silentflight.org/images/documents/Isfstory.pdf

Gary Fogel

Mark Smith was the first local to sign up for the LSF program with LSF #19. His father Rod was not
far behind with #28. They may have been flying more with Harbor Soaring Society at that time
(1969/1970) than Torrey Pines Gulls but soon were enjoying membe rship in both clubs. Since then
over 10,000 people from around the world have signed up and received an LSF number.

Don Edberg was the first in the club to achieve LSF SAP Level Il (February 2, 1974). Randy Warner
was not far behind, completing the level on April 25, 1974.

Don Edberg was also first in the TPG to achieve LSF SAP Level IV (June 27, 1975). Keith Finkenbiner
completed the level on July 8, 1975 but was likely living in lllinois at that time. Ben Clerx
completed Level IV on September 30, 1975 but was perhaps livin g in Honolulu at the time.

Larry Jolly completed his SAP Level V on November 16, 1983 but may or may not have been a
member of TPG at the time. TPG members Don Edberg completed his on July 8, 1989. Since

then, George Joy (1992), Patrick Dionisio (2002) and Keith Finkenbiner (2002) have completed
Level V:

1 SAP Level llId 51 pilots
1 SAP Level IV 8 31 pilots
1 SAP Level V 0 5 pilots

Larry Jolly (1983), Don Edberg (1989), George Joy (1992), Patrick Dionisio (2002), Keith Finkenbiner
(2002)

For LSF eSAP, only one pilot in the history of the program has completed Level V o Larry Jolly
(September 2, 2015). We need more pilots signing up and completing eSAP levels especially

given the popularity of F5J, our regular F5J fun flies, and the opportu nity to use electric launch
DLGs in our monthly F3K contests.


https://www.silentflight.org/
http://www.silentflight.org/images/documents/lsfstory.pdf
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League of Silent Flight and TPG 0 (continued)
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League of Silent Flight

Who in the TPG is currently working on which levels? | have the following info ; if you do not see
your name | isted and wish to be added please |
current aspirations so that we can help others team up along the way and get to their goals.

Dondét forget to 2026 TBIG events towards
First Last SAP Level next to eSAP Level next
achieve to achieve

Milan Bregman Level |

Gary Legerton Level |

Mengchen Li Level |

Paul Nibecker Level |

Scott McCurdy Level | Level Il
Justin Tolman Level Il

Christoph Efstathiou Level Il

Ed LaCroix Level Il

Jake Olefsky Level Il Level Il
Eric Metzdorf Level Il

Daniel McFarland Level Il

Don Lochhead Level Il

lan Cummings Level Il

Mike Verzuh Level Il

Ray Pili Level lll Level ll
Tom Kiesling Level Il

Chuck Norris Level IV Level Il
Mike Smith Level IV

Steve Condon Level IV

Gary Fogel Level V Level lll
John McNeil Level V

Scott Condon Level V

David Hall Level V

Ben Clerx Level V

Rick Shelby Level V




GULL WINGS NEWSLETTBRARCH 2026 PAGE 27

How We Connect

wuesItions or conceins ¢

You can have your questions answered at: www.torreypinesqulls.org

We have a Contact Us link in the drop -down menu that appears when you scroll over The
Club next to Membership, Locations, Contest£If you have any questions, concerns,
suggestions, et ¢ . , \ow changes

Don’t forget fo join GOQgIQ

Groups

In order to maintain a line of communication among members, we have a TPG Google Group
Please make sure that our club Membership Chairman has your current email address. You can
confirm this by contacting ~ membership@torreypinesqulls.org . If you are not already a member
of the TPG Google Group, you will be sent an invitation to join.

When you join as a member of the priv ate TPG Google G roup, the club will distribute
notifications, newsletters, contest events and holiday party info, etc. This information will keep

you informed of all club activities throughout the year. You d o n dged a Gmail address to
participate in Google Groups, but you do need to be a member of TPG.

Google Groups  provides a great way of | procadyre for Joining Google Groups
communicating with  one another . If you

have any questions or concerns about
almost anything having to do with flying,
building, finding another club member
etc., you can post them on Google
Groups. It also allows you to send links and
attachments, just like regular email.

Here are the steps new club members need to
take to be added to Google Groups if they don't
have a Gmail account/ address:

Go to the Google Account Sign In page
Click Create account.

Enter your name.

Click Use my current email address instead.
Enter your current email address.

Click Next.

Verify your email address with the code
sent to your existing email.

Click Verify.

9. Confirm with TPG Membership (Cliff Hunter)
the above steps have been  completed,
use the following email address.
membership@torreypinesqulls.org

éand, very i mportan
postings/emails are done through Google
Groups, your actual email address in not
visible when notifications are sent out to the

club members. Also, only members of the
group can post to the group , so joining the
group does not add to your spam burden.

Noo,rwbdE

o

So, verify that the club has your correct
email, make sure you receive an invitation
to join Google Groups and sign up!



mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
www.torreypinesgulls.org
https://www.torreypinesgulls.org/contact.html
https://accounts.google.com/signin
mailto:membership@torreypinesgulls.org
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How We Connect (continued)

Ale YOU d membper o1

| f y 0 u 0 yoe shautttbé ! RCGroups is the most widely used and active online Radio
Control Community for everything RC, from planes to cars, to boats, drones, radios, power
systemsépretty mu c h anything RC! It i ncludes
di scussi o0ns,moreimmortaétiy, Ttk Torrey Pines Gulls Forum.

To get started, click on the link or web page below to get to the TPG Club forum. You can also
get there from the link at the lower right of the RCGroups home page and scroll down
to Torrey Pines Gulls.

Login to Your
Account

- Y.*f '% —n?:;!' “

I f you havendt vy etclickanithe emmﬁkratdhe ppper right and follow the
instructions.

Once youbve navigated to the Torrey Pines Gull
any of the individual threads within the Forum.

To subscribe to the Forum, click the I ink and select O0OSubscr
the dropdown menu. Then choose from the notification dropdown menu. If you want to

subscribe to a specific thread, click to open the thread, and click the link. Select
OSubscribe to This Threaddé from the dropdown
dropdown menu.

RCGroups allows you to post photos and videos. By subscribing, you can keep up with the
latest events, club activities and member postings.


https://www.rcgroups.com/torrey-pines-gulls-672/
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/register.php?
https://www.rcgroups.com/torrey-pines-gulls-672/
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How We Connect (continued)

Check out the TPG Page

I f you havendot had a chance yet, check out our
below for new content posted by club members and friends.

https://iwww.facebook.com/TorreyPinesGulls/



https://www.facebook.com/TorreyPinesGulls/photos/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/TorreyPinesGulls/photos/?ref=page_internal

