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We talked to young kids (handing out balsa chuck gliders was 

a real draw), teens, and adults of all ages, and got a lot of 

great feedback and appreciation for our efforts.  

 

Who knows if doing this will lead to concrete benefits for the 

club, but I firmly believe that the more people know about 

our hobby, the better off we all are . We may gain a few new 

members, or simply build some goodwill towards our hobby. 

But I am convinced that we need to take the opportunities 

that present themselves to educate and promote this sport 

that we all love.  

 

Chuck  

http://www.torreypinesgulls.org/
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CALL FOR MODELER OF THE YEAR NOMINATIONS 
 

Every year, the Executive Council recognizes one or more TPG 

members to be recognized as Modeler of the Year based on 

outstanding contributions to the overall success of the club.  

 

Nominee  achievements should  be long term  eff ort s towards club 

success, or should be singular events that bring considerable prestige 

or are of considerable importance to the club and its current and future 

success. Examples include development of tools or equipment that 

benefit the club as a whole ; specific or sustained service to the club 

that benefit the club as a whole ; or competitive excellence on a 

regional, national, or international level that brings additional 

reputation to the club . 

 

The name(s) of the awardee(s) are added to the plaque on the trophy, 

which is held by the awardee (s) for the year.  

 

If you know of a TPG member you feel is deserving of nomination for 

Modeler of the Year, please send the name and reason for the 

nomination to secretary@torreypinesgulls.org  for consideration by the 

Executive Council.  

 

This has been a club tradition since 1971éLetõs keep it going! 

  

mailto:secretary@torreypinesgulls.org
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Itõs That Time Again Gulls! 

 

We are happy to announce that this yearõs  

TPG Holiday Party will be held on Tuesday, December 8
th

 at  

 

Hamburger Factory Family Restaurant  

14122 Midland Road, Poway, California  

https://hamburgerfactory.com/  

 

We have reserved the Front Patio Room which holds 40 TPG members and 

their guests.  

 

Dinner will be buffet style with BBQ chicken, sliced tri - tip, potato salad, 

mac and cheese, bread rolls, garden salad, soda drinks and coffee.  

 

RSVP 

In order to make budgets work , we are requiring a $2 5 cover charge per 

person. Please pay via PayPal to treasurer@torreypinesgulls.org  along 

with your RSVP.  

 

Doors open at 6:00pm, dinner at ~6:30pm, festivities along the way  

 

¶ Photo montage by Ian Cummings  

¶ Fun Aeronautic Activities  

¶ Prize Raffle  

¶ Year in Review  

¶ Year - end Awards and Modeler of the Year Award  

*Br i n g  a  d ozen  h o l i d a y t h em ed c ook i es t o  sh a r e fo r  d esser t . 

 

Please RSVP by December 2 

Fi rst come first served on the 40 - person room limit so RSVP early!  

 

Hope to see you there!  

 

Gary Fogel  

Torrey Pines Gulls  

202 6 Vice President  

 

https://hamburgerfactory.com/
mailto:treasurer@torreypinesgulls.org?subject=2026%20Holiday%20Party
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Gary Fogel Achieves LSF Level V Status  

On the weekend of August 29 th and 30 th, TPG Vice President and Club Historian Gary Fogel won 

first place in the F3L Coastal Cooler contest. That was quite an achievement in and of itself . But 

even more impressive, since this was a recognized contest of at least 20 contestants, it qualified 

as Gary's final requirement for achieving League of Silent Flight Level V status  in the Soaring 

Accomplishment Program (SAP).  

 

Gary is the 141st person ever to achieve Level V since the SAP was established in the late 1960s. 

He is the first person since 2019 to do so. You can see the list of Level V SAP and eSAP achievers 

here: https://silentflight.org/pages/LSFLevelVs.htm  

 

Congratulations, Gary ! 

 

 
Gary Fogel (right) receiving the 1st Place award from TPG Thermal Coordinator and contest CD, John McNeil , at 

the 2026 F3L Coastal Cooler contest (Bob Hirsch photo)  

https://silentflight.org/pages/LSFLevelVs.htm
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50th Anniversary Redman Rules Contest with Foamboard Build 

and Mentorship Day ð October 18  

éwith Gary Fogel and Mike Redman  

On October 18 weõre going to try something new and fun at Torrey. At 10am weõll have a 

foamboard build session for TPG members. Sign up on the Vault here:  

https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4545  

 

The small cost of registration ($5) will help cover the foamboard and bamboo skewer materials. 

Pilots are asked to bring their own RC equipment, strapping tape, control rods, control horns, 

cutting supplies, and weights for balance ð everything you would n eed to construct and fly an 

RC glider - except for the foamboard. At 10am, pilots will receive 3 sheets of foamboard with a 

goal of being first to soar off the cliffs for 10 minutes before noon for points. If the wind isnõt sufficient 

by noon, no points. I f you fly for 10 minutes and then do not land on top ð no points. No other 

materials can be used other than foamboard, bamboo skewers, strapping tape, control rods. No 

super glue, no epoxy, no melt glue. Tape it, fly it, have fun.  

 

At noon, we will be joined by students from AIAA -UCSD who will be eager to take their first try at 

RC soaring on buddy boxes. Weõll stop the foamboard building at that time and encourage you 

all to bring a suitable trainer (Wanderer, Gentle Lady, Yellow Ja cket, or Foamy) and a buddy box. 

We hope to get as many students on control sticks as possible while the wind starts up and before 

the air gets overly crowded.  

 

At roughly 2pm, we will have the 50th Anniversary Redman Rules contest! 50 years!! The Redman 

Rules contest consists of rounds of limbo, beer can bowling, and this year either spot landing or 

hand catch. Pilots who fly their foamboard creations in the Redm an Rules contest receive 2x 

points. You can fly anything you want but we want to see as many foam -tape creations making 

the rounds, with students enjoying the controlled chaos as much as the pilots.  

 

Weõll finish by about 4pm and declare our winner. Weõve never combined so many things into 

one crazy experience but it's bound to be fun. Come on out, build something, teach a student, 

try a limbo, help continue the Redman Rules tradition and have a laugh.  Mike will finalize the point 

system and tasks on the day of - so you never know what to expect! Donõt want to keep your 

foamy plane? Give it to a studenté 

 

If you are interested in serving as a mentor for students, PLEASE SEND AN EMAIL TO GARY IN 

ADVANCE (garyfogel@gmail.com) ð we need as many mentors as possible with buddy boxes on 

October 18. Thank you for your interest in helping these newcomers.  

   

https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4545
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  New RC Products  Announcement  ð Mike Smith  

I am the exclusive US distributer for CHAServos. I have been doing this since 2022 out of my house 

in Scripps Ranch.  

 

After four years of bringing some of the best servos available to the RC community, I'm excited 

to announce that CHAServoUSA is expanding into aircraft platforms. I now carry propeller 

airplanes and gliders from Tomahawk Aviation RC, Germany's premier manu facturer ñthe full 

range minus their jet models. This expansion pairs perfectly with my core servo offerings, and I've 

added complementary product lines from RC -Electronics and Tomas Liu Studios (servo linkage 

kits and hardware).  

 

My current focus on GPS Triangle Racing led me to RC -Electronics, who supply the timing and 

motor control equipment for F5J ñand I'm working toward becoming their importer for GPS 

Triangle equipment as well. And when I discovered the quality of Tomas Liu St udios' servo linkage 

kits and hardware, I reached out directly because the work is just too good not to represent.  

 

It's all been organic ñDLG led to servos and then to aircraft and to the specialized equipment 

this community needs. It's been a real pleasure serving my friends and fellow enthusiasts in 

Southern California, and I'm genuinely looking forward to helping you  get into one of 

Tomahawk's exceptional aircraft and the equipment that makes GPS Triangle and F5J possible.  

 

Please be sure to check out the cool products on the websites for the companies mentioned 

above. Click on the images below to view these product lines and then contact me and we 

can talk about any orders you may want to place.  I donõt have a website but feel free to go to 

the websites for the companies I represent.  

 

See you at the field.  

 

Mike Smith  

 

 
 

 

https://akatja-gmbh.odoo.com/en
https://tomahawk-aviation-usa.com/
https://tomas-liu-studio.com/?srsltid=AfmBOoq8RxUaebyAXTx96OSmRkZHDd241GKHrGSWGRyz789I6Lq6YyqA
https://www.rc-electronics.eu/modelsport/
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  TPG October / November  Events 

DATE EVENT COMMENTS 

October 4 th  Tow Hook Contest  Encinitas Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault  when open  

October 11 th  F5J Super Fly ð Combined F5J Open 

Class and Foamy Class Contes t 

 

Poway Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault  (F5J Open)  

Register on  F3X Vault  (Foamy F5J)  

October 17 th  DLG Contest  Poway  Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault  

October 17 th  TPG Lake Hodges Slope Excursion  ð 

Come out to one of San Diego 

County's scenic RC soaring venues  

Lake Hodges Slope  

Register on  F3X Vault   

No Fee!  

October 18 th  50th Anniversary Redman Rules 

Contest with Foamboard Build and 

Mentorship Day  (see next event)  

Torrey Pines Gliderport  

Register on F3X Vault  

 

October 18 th  UCSD/TPG Buddy Box & Skilled Pilots 

Mentorship Day  

(between foamboard contest and 

Redman Rules) .  

Torrey Pines Gliderport  

No Contest Registration Required  

Can you help mentor? If so, reach 

out to garyfogel@gmail.com  

October 27 th    Club Virtual Meeting  Zoom link:  

TPG Virtual Meeting Zoom Link  

November 15th  Tow Hook Contest  Encinitas Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault  when open  

November 21 st  DLG Contest  Poway  Flight Center  

Register on F3X Vault  

 

 
Thanks to volunteers Don Lochhead (organizer), Mike Smith, Justin Tollman, Bob Hirsch (had to leave 

earlier), Mike Green an d Dave MacNeal  for their work party efforts getting the Poway Field cleaned up for 

the Poway Invitational (Mike Smith photo)  

https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4525
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4526
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4153
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4123
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4551
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4545
mailto:garyfogel@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85963483461?pwd=VERSL25RL0w1UGFGcjlxenlVUjArUT09
https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4124
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Club Meetings  
 

The Torrey Pines Gulls hosts bi-monthly club meetings virtually via Zoom. Itõs easy  to use Zoom, join 

in the fun, chat with other s; and we typically have a presentation about a topic in RC soaring or 

something  aviation related  and a chance to win a great raffle prize (see below ). 

 

At our last virtual meeting , on August 25 th, we were treated to a presentation by our very own 

Club Historian and VP, Gary Fogel . Gary  told us about the history of early radio -controlled  aircraft 

during the 1930's ; initially for military uses, but then widening to include recreational fliers ; 

specifically, RC soaring in the latter part of the decade. Thanks, Gary!  

 

27 TPG members , friends and students  attended the meeting and Tom Farley was t he lucky 

winner of the raffle prize, an E-Flite UMX Radian plus Spektrum DXS transmitter . Congrats , Tom! 

 

Our next club meeting  is scheduled for Tuesday, October  27th, 2026, at 7:00pm PDT. You can be 

sure weõll have a fascinating presentation and as always, a time to touch base with flying 

buddies and friends  and participate in our monthly raffle (see next page).  The Zoom link  will be 

shared with the club via discord and Google Groups prior to each meeting. It also appears on 

the Upcoming TPG Events list in the Newsletter.   

 

Our guest speaker for October will be Christopher Silva , Research Aerospace Engineer at NASA 

Ames Research Center  who will discuss "OpenVSP for aircraft design ." 

 

Bio: Chris has over 15 years of professional design and testing experience in aerospace and 

nuclear engineering fields. Since the late 1990's he has designed and built a number of radio 

control models and UAVs, including Altostratus, presently on display at Sm ithsonian's Udvar -Hazy 

Center, and Lecurus, holder of several US records for electric -powered sailplanes. Chris has led 

conceptual design teams examining a wide -range of VTOL concepts across a variety of civil and 

military missions. Recent work has focused  on identifying the feasibility and key technologies for 

VTOL on-demand mobility aircraft. Chris holds a Master's and Bachelor's degree in Aerospace 

Engineering from UCLA.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Topic:   OpenVSP https://openvsp.org/ is a parametric aircraft geometry tool. OpenVSP allows 

the user to create a 3D model of an aircraft defined by common engineering parameters. This 

model can be processed into formats suitable for engineering analysis. The pre decessors to 

OpenVSP have been developed by J.R. Gloudemans and others for NASA since the early 1990's. 

On January 10 2012, OpenVSP was released as an open -source project under the NASA Open 

Source Agreement (NOSA) version 1.3.  

 

 

 

 
2024 IHLGF pilots (Bob Hirsch photo)k  
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éfrom Raffle Chairman, Michael Gillen  
 

The Torrey Pines Gulls is happy to announce the return of raffles at the bi -monthly Club Meeting. 

Because the meetings are not in -person, we will be using the F3X Vault to coordinate selling 

raffle tickets, with the winner drawn at the end of the Club Meeting.  

YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE PRESENT TO WIN. 

 

A link to the meeting will be open  on the F3X Vault; go to : 

òTPG Club Virtual Meeting Via Zoom ó 

 

When you register for the meeting, you will have the opportunity to make a òDonation,ó which 

will buy you raffle tickets. One $5 donation will buy two raffle tickets; there is no limit.  

 

The cutoff for raffle sales will occur just before the guest speaker begins. We will draw the raffle 

winner at the end of the meeting. You do not need to be present to win.  

 

Good luck!  

 

The raffle prize for our October meeting is a  

 

 

PLUS  

Metal Gear Flight Pack  

 

Club Meetings  (continued)  

 

   

  

 

https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4409
https://dream-flight.com/products/weasel-trek
https://dream-flight.com/collections/weasel-trek-accessories/products/flight-pack-for-weasel-trek
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TPG at the Miramar Air Show  ð Spreading the Word  

  

On Sunday, September 27 th, TPG President Chuck Norris and VP Gary Fogel ma nned a booth 

at the MCAS Miramar Air Show  to spread the word about RC Soaring and the Torrey Pines Gulls. 

This is great community outreach helping to grow our hobby and our club. Thanks, guys!  

 
Chuck  explaining some principles of RC soaring to Air 

Show attendees (Gary Fogel photo)  

 
Gary taking some time  to enjoy flying a n F-35 flight 

simulator  (Chuck Norris photo)  
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News from the Slope ð Bret Locke , Slope Coordinator  

 
Bret Locke  

 

Coastal Lift is Still Our Best Option  

Warm weather has been the norm this past September, with short periods of fall -like conditions. 

The monsoonal weather pattern seems to be lingering, with eastern Pacific hurricanes forming 

one after another.  Torrey Pines Gliderport, as always, is a great escape, with lower temperatures 

and the ocean breeze that makes us happy.  Torrey Pines RC gliding area is maintaining clean 

conditions for landing and pit area activities.   

 

The September 5th Gliderport Slope Old School Vintage/Classic Woodies event had an 

extremely low attendance due to low wind velocities. That being said , some of us brought out 

our light planes and enjoyed the day.   

 

From Michael Gillen: Bob, Bret, Michael and Barry showed up . Wind was 5 -7mph out of the NW, 

so not very good conditions; But we flew some stuf fé 

 
Michael's Ridge Runt Evo (Aloft Hobbies), Slope Master (Sun Fair Aircraft Designs) and Talon (Bob Martin). Barry flew 

his Radian (far left ) (Mchael Gillen photo)  
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Upcoming Events  

   

In addition to  Gliderport events, October 17 th will be our Lake Hodges Slope Combat Excursion.  

   

Lake Hodges is a well -known site for sloping on the north end of Rancho Bernardo.  The club is 

going to change things up and go an excursion, followed by a little combat.  

 

To get to Hodges Slope:  

¶ Exit I-15 at West Bernardo Road / Pomerado Road. Take West Bernardo Road west.  

¶ Turn right at the light at Rancho Bernardo Community Park Driveway  

¶ Park near trail head near tennis courts  

¶ Hike on dirt path from the parking area to the northwest up the hill in front of you  

¶ (The trail is flat dirt for the first 1/3, uphill and slightly rocky for the next 1/3, rather flat for 

the last 1/3. Watch for cactus and snakes)  

 

Register here for the (no fee) event.  

https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4551  

 

(see map on the following page)  

News from the Slope (continued)  

 
Bret's V-Tail modified Paragon.  Barry's Dream Flight Weasel and E -flite Radian behind  (Mchael Gillen photo)  

https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4551
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TPG Gliderport Schedule for 2026  

 

The final Poway Slope Fiesta of 2026, scheduled for October 

17th, will instead be a Lake Hodges Slope Combat Excursion 

as described abo ve  Stay tuned  for continuation of TPG 

Slope Fiesta combat sessions in 2027.  

 

 

October 18 th  50th Anniversary Redman Rules Contest with Foamboard Build and Mentorship 

Day . For the uninitiated, Redman Rules may involve beer can bowling , limbo line  

others that Mr. Redman feels are appropriate tests of our skills.  

December 5 th   No Shopping Saturday ð A week or so after Thanksgiving to get out of the house  

 

SAFETY ALERT: 

 

Our most effective safety practice is the Blue -Sky Rule; your depth perception cannot be 

trusted; Maintain Situational Awareness; and fly with a spotter if feeling overwhelmed by your 

plane or by paraglider traffic. In uncomfortable situations (i.e. numero us paragliders in the R/C 

window), landing is always a great option. If warranted, politely ask the Gliderport flight director 

to help clear the RC window.  

News from the Slope (continued)  

 
Lake Hodges slope area map  
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F3L Coastal Cooler Contest Report  

John McNeil, CD ð Gary Fogel, Asst. CD  
  

The second annual F3L Coastal Cooler brings participants from across the southwest to the TPG 

Encinitas Field for a fun two -day competition in FAI F3L format. This year we had 6 teams of 4 

pilots each to start and filled up our maximum quota of 24 pilots r ather early during the 

registration process. Every year we have a few last -minute cancellations and drops but we 

managed to start the contest with 24 pilots registered. Unfortunately, two pilots had to bow out 

before the contest began leaving two teams wit h just three pilots. Those who made it also got 

cookies with a specially printed event logo thanks to a donation by our friends at 

https://thesweetprinter.com/  

 

 

 
Pilots and planes for the 2026 F3L Coastal Cooler. (Bob Hirsch  photo ) 

 

Last year we had crazy 

weather at the Cooler, 

including thunderstorms and 

winds out of every compass 

direction on day 1. This year we 

had crazy weather but 

fortunately no thunderstorms. 

Day 1 started with high 

humidity and warm conditions 

but fog on the fi eld during 

setup. That fog quickly burned 

off, the temperature rose, but 

the humidity stayed in the 80 -

90% level. The combination led 

to a heat index of 98F in the 

middle of the day, which was, 

well, quite crazy for Encinitas.   
CD John McNeil addressing the pilots at the pilots meeting. (Bob Hirsch 

photo)  

https://thesweetprinter.com/
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F3L Coastal Cooler Contest Report (continued)  

 
  

After a pilots meeting and photos (thanks Bob Hirsch), the contest started around 8:30am with 

ideal thermal conditions, hardly any wind, reads that were real, and thermals that would 

basically sit and spin in place. Most pilots managed 5:50 or more on thei r flight time in round 1, 

and differences were largely in landing points. By round 2 the air began to become more 

interesting as the heat increased. We entered a period where good thermals still existed but 

they werenõt everywhere and either you found it or you didnõt. This caused a bit more 

separation in flight time for each heat. By Round 3 this effect became even more severe. For 

instance, in Round 3, Group A, only two pilots (David Judson and Justin Tolman) managed 

more than 5 minutes; the remaining thr ee pilots had difficulty attaining 2 -minute flights. In round 

3 group B, Kellen LeBlanc took the K with a flight of 4:50, besting John McNeil (4:00) and Gary 

Fogel (3:52) (well done Kellen!) But by Round 3 group D all five pilots scored better than 5:30 

on  their time with Greg McGill taking the K with a 6:00, 95.  

 
John McNeil launching his Apex at the Coastal Cooler. (Gary Fogel  photo ) 
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F3L Coastal Cooler Contest Report (continued)  

 
  

 
Chuck Norris, Justin Tolman, and Eric Ritter (left to right) watching the action  (Gary Fogel  

photo ) 

 
Arthur Markiewicz launching a Yellow Jacket. (Bob Hirsch photo)  
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F3L Coastal Cooler Contest Report  (continued)  

 

 
Greg McGill from New Mexico launching his Apex. (Bob Hirsch photo)  

 

We stopped for Subway lunch. It felt great to finally take a break, get out of the heat and have 

a nice cool drink. TPG volunteers Tom Farley, Michael Gillen, Bob Hirsch, and Jake Olefsky 

delivered and served the lunch to grateful pilots.  

 

Once flights resumed, the afternoon winds made thermal reads more challenging and there 

were also times when thermals running downwind would just dissipate at altitude. Things were 

very dynamic, challenging, and different from round to round. To everyone's  relief Michael Gillen 

walked the flight line in the afternoon, serving popsicles to all the pilots. We were all very tired by 

the end of Day 1, ready for a dinner and a cold shower. Our volunteers were ready with dinner. 

They served Rubio's fish (and othe r) tacos. Gave us a chance to rest, fill up, and swap stories of 

the day before we headed home.  
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F3L Coastal Cooler Contest Report (continued)  

 
 

 
Approach at the landing tapes  (Bob Hirsch photo)  

Day 2 started with blue skies and reduced humidity and heat. Round 7 group A must have 

launched just a little early in the thermal cycle as it was challenging for anyone to find lift. But 

after the next group, 5 -6 min air was plentiful. This continued all the way through Round 8, and 

through Round 9, making Sunday look a lot easier than Saturday. But by Rounds 10 and 11 the 

heat was back on winds were out of the SW and the thermal activity became more dispersed. 

Some groups struggled to make 3 minutes, othe rs could find 5 or 6 minutes with ease. Everyone, 

include local pilots, who supposedly know the field, had trouble predicting the rapid cycles of 

waves, thermals and sink. No one in the last two groups of the contest managed more than 5 

minutes. Check RC g roups for more commentary and photos from pilots.  

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4894073 -2026-F3L-Coastal -Cooler -Aug -

29-30-Torrey-Pines-Gulls/page6  

 

Given the heat and humidity, the decision was made at the start of Day 2 not to have the typical 

flyoffs. This would allow our out -of -town guests to get back to their hotels and freshen up before 

the drive home, which many guests appreciated. We also decid ed to put more tents along the 

flight line for people to get out of the sun. This worked better than feared, with only one plane 

hitting a tent. Next year we'll do the same thing. Thanks to our volunteer crew for moving a lot of 

tents first thing in the mo rning.  

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4894073-2026-F3L-Coastal-Cooler-Aug-29-30-Torrey-Pines-Gulls/page6
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?4894073-2026-F3L-Coastal-Cooler-Aug-29-30-Torrey-Pines-Gulls/page6
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F3L Coastal Cooler Contest Report (continued)  

 
  

 

 
Terrill Willard and Ed LaCroix from Arizona enjoying California thermals. (Bob 

Hirsch photo)  

 
Gary Fogel measuring a landing by Greg McGill. (Bob Hirsch photo)  

In the end, the top three pilots were John Armstrong (Arizona, 9590), Charlie Morris (Arizona, 

9926) and Gary Fogel (TPG, 9945). The contest win for Gary continued his two year òstreakó of 

winning at the Coastal Cooler, and was the last contest win needed to secure LSF SAP Level V 

as a personal achievement. The winning team was Team Z (Charlie Morris, John McNeil, David 

Judson, Doug Cronkhite). An image of the F3X Vault scores is provided at the end of this article. 

For greater detail and additional stats, refer visit the link below:  

 

https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4157  

 

 

Reminder: this is part of the growing F3L Contest Series.  

http://www.f3lcontestseries.org/   

This year we have 5 events. See the web site for information about the final event of the year in 

Visalia December 5 & 6.  

https://www.f3xvault.com/?action=event&function=event_view&event_id=4157
http://www.f3lcontestseries.org/
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  F3L Coastal Cooler Contest Report (continued)  

 
  

 
CD John McNeil, presenting the 1 st 

Place award to Gary Foge  Bob Hirsch 

photo)  

 
John presenting the 2 nd  Place 

award to Charles Morris (Bob Hirsch 

photo)  

 
John presenting the 3 rd Place award 

to John Armstrong (Bob Hirsch photo)  

 
Two F3L gliders sharing a thermal. Come join us at the next F3L contest! (Bob Hirsch photo)  

We look forward to seeing you at the 3rd F3L Coastal Cooler in August 2027! Will it be the 

òCoastal Roasteró like this year? Will there be rainbows like 2025 or fogbows like 2026? Come 

join us and find out! (There will be popsicles).  
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F3L Coastal Cooler Contest Report (continued)  

 
  

F3X Vault Scores  
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September F5J Contest Report ð Mike Verzuh , CD w/Mike Smith  

With family business and just coming off the F5 J team selection, our turn out was a little bit lite 

for the event ; but nonetheless we pressed on and had a fabulous time.  

 

With just four of us, we flew all together using self -timing . That allowed us to get in seven rounds 

before lunchtime. The conditions were very interesting. Overcast and light lift all day. You 

needed at least 100 m to get it done.  

 

Big congratulations to Mike Smith. His Flying was super smooth all day long and it showed in the 

finish. Thanks to Steve and Arthur for coming out as well. It was a great time.  

 
 Group launch, left to right , Arthur Markeiwicz, Mike Smith, Steve Stanton and CD Mike Verzuh (Tom Farley photo)  

From Mike Smith:  

Four hard -core pilots braved the stormy weather this morning and flew 7 rounds of riveting F5J 

action! Some very light thermal activity under overcast skies. Low launches were in the 100 -meter 

range with actual lift encountered at about 50 -75 meters. A del ightful time was had by Arthur, 

Mike V, Steve Stanton and myself! Thanks, Tom Farley, for taking a few photos to provide proof of 

life. We are really missing our regular participants. Come back and fly with us soon!  
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  September F5J Contest Report (continued)  

 
Another group launch, this time with CD  Mike 

Verzuh in the foreground (Tom Farley photo)  

 
Mike Verzuh at the landing tape (Tom Farley photo)  

 

 
Group launch  (Tom Farley photo)  

 
Mike Smith, nailing a landing  (Tom Farley photo)  

F3X Vault Scores  
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  Poway Invitational DLG Contest Report ð Justin Tolman , CD  

 
    2026 Poway Invitational pilots (Bob Hirsch photo)  

 
   Pilots meeting  (Bob Hirsch photo)  

The Sixth Annual Poway Invitational took place on Saturday September, 19th with 16 pilots in 

attendance. The weather was great (especially for September in San Diego) and the field was 

in good shape after Don Lochhead organized a work party to help clear w eeds the week 

before.  

 

We held a brief pilots meeting under partly -cloudy skies as the morning marine layer rapidly 

burned off.  


