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Mode le r of th e  Ye ar
Bill Eck le s , Editor

D rew  Arnett h as spent a lot of tim e  and energy 
over th e  past year w ith  h and launch  contests, 
organizing slope  com bat fligh ts, planning th e  
Th ursday fun-fly sch edules and supporting th e  
club in general and w as rew arded by be ing 

ch osen Modeler of th e  Year by h is  fellow  club 
m em bers. H e  h as sh ared h is  
energy and k now ledge  w ith  oth er 
club m em bers and dem onstrated 
a w illingness to h elp and andvise  
so m any oth er, less experienced 
club m em bers.

Th ank s, D rew, for h elping us 
h avce a really good year.  Now  
you get to find a place for th at 
unruly troph y until next year! 

LSF Inte re st
Drew  Arnett

Th ere  is  currently a special interest group of 9  TPG 
m em bers w h o are  w ork ing on th e  LSF (League  of 
Silent Fligh t) soaring ach ievem ent program .  Th e  
group provides encouragem ent and assistance  for 
each  oth er w ith  th e  task s.  If you w ould lik e  to be  
added to th e  m ailing list for th is group, please  let m e  
k now.  (arnett.drew @ gm ail.com )

Th e  program  consists of task s involving th erm al 
duration, slope, cross country, precision landing and 
com petition flying.  For m ore  inform ation, se e  th e  
LSF w ebsite.(w w w.silentfligh t.org)

H oliday Ce le bration
BIll Eck le s , Editor

Th e  H oliday Celebration, h eld in th e  m eeting area at 
th e  Aerospace  Museum  as a replacem ent for th e  
D ecem ber club m eeting, w as a sm ash ing success.  A 
h igh  turnout tested th e  food supply, but no one  
w ent h ungry or th irsty as superb  planning for th e  
evenet prevailed.   

Several spouces and girl friends attended in order to 
see  w h at th e ir guys w ere  up to on Tuesday nigh ts. 
 Not m uch  of a surprise, th ough  a trip th rough  th e  
m useum  proved very interesting to m any.  A private  
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Above:  Drew  
Arnett w as  
aw arded th e  
coveted 
M odeler of 
th e  Year 
aw ard for th e  
extra effort h e  
put in for th e  
club's  benefit.

R igh t: Cliff and Parviz 
enjoy th e  Aerospace 
M us eum  w h ile ch anging 
roles  for 2008.
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docent-led tour provided q uite  a b it of insigh t 
into nuances of th e  h istory of fligh t, e specially 
about th e  w ar efforts in W W I, W W II and K orea. 
 Th e  m useum  is a trem endous re source  for 
inform ation about both  air and space  fligh t and 
w as enjoyed by m ost of our yuletide  guests.

Several m em bers of th e  Torrey H aw k s, a new ly-
form ed h ang gliding club, attended th e  dinner so 
becom e  better acq uainted w ith  us m em bers of th e  
Torrey Pines Soaring Council.  It w as pleasant to 
h ave som e  new  faces in our crow d.

VP on Batte rie s
Bill Eck le s , Editor

Th e  January club m eeting saw  an im m ediate  
contribution from  our new  Vice  President, D avid 
K lein.  H e  electrified th e  audience  and persented a 
good overview  of considerations for th ose  pesk y, 

(SC)2 TD O th er Meeting
Board/General

fick el sources of our R /C control...batterie s.  H Is 
em ph asis w as on th e  standby Nick le Cadm ium , 
th e  very popular Nick el Metal H ydride  and th e  
new er, less fam iliar (and m ore  scary) Lith ium  
based alternatives.  

NiCad is very reliable and long-lasting, but 
h eavier per am p- h our of longevity.  NiMH  h ave 
an increased capacity w ith  about th e  sam e  w e igh t 
per volt, but need m ore  attention to ch arging and 
storage  th an NiCad.  LiIon offer m uch  im proved 
capacity for th e  w e igh t, but need even m ore  
attention to ch arging as w ell as needing a voltage 
regulator because  of th e ir untraditional voltage 
sizing.  Bottom  line, D ave suggests th at you k now  
w h at k inds of batterie s you h ave and treat th em  
w ith  re spect.  Cycle batterie s at least tw o tim es 
and secure  th em  snugly in your aircraft...even 
th ough  th e  battery is fairly rugged, solder joints 
and connectors can com e  loose  w ith  repeated and 
aggressive  landings.

It w as a good an h elpful presentation.  Th ank s fo 
our new  VP.

Next m eeting Sean Porter w ill talk  to us about 
m olding ins, outs and solutions!  Be  th ere  and be  
inform ed!

R ES/TD
Contest D irector

D ecem ber 6 14 Steve C. 3/9

O ctober 18 12 K eith  F. 4/5 Visalia 8/14
Septem b 20 14 Scott C. 3/9

August 16 10 Mik e  S. Sum m er

June 7/8 22 D on R . 7/8 IH LGF Sum m er
May 17 18 Cliff H . 7/13
April 19 13 Scott C. 2/8

March 15 9 Terry T, 29 /30 Slope 5/11

Feb 16 24 Steve C. 2/3 F3B Clinic
16/17 Ph oenix

6/12

Novem b 15 9 D ave K . 5/11

Jan 19 13 Parviz K . 10/8

July 19 20 Parviz K . Sum m er

Left: David Klein talk ed to th e  club about 
battery re spect and abus e  at th e  January 
m e eting.



Ne w s  from  th e  Board
Bill Eck le s , Editor

Th e  January Board Meeting w as busy and, because  of 
h oliday sch edules, w as h eld after th e  club m eeting 
 Several new s-w orth y subjects w ere  discussed...

It look s as if th e  Pow ay field w ill be  available to us 
for th e  IH LGF in June.  It w ill probably be  
available at least th rough  th e  sum m er and m aybe  
longer.

Th e  Encinitas site  is  com ing along and, th ough  th ere  
are  som e  genuine  concerns, th e  club m em bers 
negotiating w ith  th e  city are  optim istic.  Very soon 
th ey w ill m ak e  som e  test fligh ts to see  just h ow  th e  
surface  of th e  site  w ork s out and h ow  intrusive  
surrounding structures m igh t be.  So far it is look ing 
very good!

Th ere  is  a new  w atch dog com m ittee  be ing e stablish ed 
to h elp control developm ent and activitie s at th e  
Glider Port.  We  h ave been ask ed to provide  a 
representative to assure  th at th e  R /C needs are  be ing 
m et.  It se em s th at R on Brow n w ill be  th e  perfect 
representative bringing both  a level h ead and years of 
experience  to th e  post.

Th e  concerns th at h ad been voiced about h aving too 
freq uent board m eetings w ere  sq uelch eed and it w as 
decided to continue  m eeting m onth ly about a w ee k  
before  th e  general m eeting.  Th e  board m eetings w ill 
NO T be  h eld at th e  R anch o Santa Fe Fire h ouse, 
h ow ever, and th e  m ove w ill lik ely be  to th e  D enny's 
on Mira Vesa Blvd.

D iscussion about th e  m eeting's raffle addressed h ow  
valuable th e  prizes sh ould be, as th e  cost of th e  
prizes com es from  th e  club's general fund.  At th e  
February Club Meeting w e  w ill survey th e  m em bers 
to understand expectations com pared to delivery. 
 Please  com e  to th e  m eeting prepared to discuss th is 
im portant issue.

Th e  Torre y Pine s  Class ic
March  29  &  30
David Klein, VP

Th e  Torrey Pines Gulls w ill be  h osting th e  annual 
F3F slope race  at h istoric Torrey Pines Gliderport. 
 R acing begins at 11:00am  both  days and goes till th e  
w ind q uits.  All pilots are  encouraged to attend.  Sign 
ups begin January 1st.  Th e  slope  w ill rem ain open to 
all pilots during th e  race, h ow ever th e  race  course  w ill 
be  closed to all non-participants and freq uency 

priority w ill be  given to th e  participants.  More  
inform ation can be  found on th e  Torrey Pines 
Gulls w ebsite  at w w w.torreypinesgulls.org or by 
em ailing th e  contest director D avid K lein at 
djk lein@ ucsd.edu.

Com e race, volunteer, or spectate, but by all 
m eans com e  h ave fun!  Pilots are  already 
sch eduling attendance  from  across th e  country.

Sw ap Me e t in March
Bill Eck le s , Editor

We've been talk ing about it for a long tim e, but 
now  w e've  finally sch edulde  it.  A sw ap m eet w ill 
tak e  th e  place of th e  program  and raffle for th e  
March  general m eeting.  Plan to com e  to th e  
regular m eeting site  in th e  Aerospace  building, 
but bring along all th ose  "left over" and "on th e  
sh elf" item s from  your h angar to sell to or trade  
w ith  oth er guys in th e  club.  Surely you h ave 
som e  stuff th at you've been tem pted to toss. 
 Well, th at m ay be  just w h at som eone  else  is 
look ing for to com plete  h is  project or refine  h is  
flh ying m ach ine.It is an opportunity to pick  up 
som e  critical item  or, even m ore  lik ley, get rid of 
th ings th at are  just tak ing up space  in your area. 

Me ntoring Program
Bill Eck le s , Editor

We publish  pictures every m onth .  Many of us 
are  reluctant to step up and ch allenge  our 
m entors to h elp us develop th e  sk ill level w e  
de sire.  Surely, th e se  guys can't m ak e  us all into 
national ch am pions, or even regular w inners in 
th e  club contests, but th ey can h elp us develop 
confidence  and sk ill w ith  som e  friendly guidance  
and listening ears to field our q uestions.

Th e  prupose  of th e  program  is to m ak e  sure  all 
club m em bers are  able to safely and confidently 
pilot th e ir m odels from  launch  to landing, 
paying particular attention to set-up and basics. 
 Still, th e se  guys are  all good piliots and can h elp 
w ith  a few  trick s and sh ortcuts, too.

Just give  th em  a call or an em ail and get togeth er 
for som e  h elp.  H elp is available both  at th e  
bluff and on th e  T/D  field in Pow ay from  
accom plish ed club m em bers w h o are  w illing to 
h elp.  Prom ise...th ere  are  no dum b q uestions and 
th ey'll m ak e  every effort to h elp im prove your 
piloting.

Novem ber 2007 



F3J Com pe tition
Bill Eck le s , Editor

Ben Clerx from  th e  H arbor Soaring Society ask ed th at w e  
publish  th is announcem ent and req uest for support for 
th e  US Team .  H e 's a good guy and certainly th e  cause  h as 
m erit.  See  w h at you can do to h elp.

"Th e  US F3J Soaring Team  w ill be  com peting in th e  w orld 
ch am pionsh ips June  30-July 5th , 2008 in Turk ey. Th e  team  
is selling raffle tick ets and m erch andise  to h elp fund th e  
trip. Please  ch eck  out th e ir w ebsite  (USF3JTeam .com ) for 
pilot b iograph ie s (th ree  senior pilots, th ree  junior pilots 
and one  2006 returning junior w orld ch am pion), 
m erch andise, raffle tick ets, sponsors and F3J info. Th e  
plan is for th e  w ebsite  to also report daily contest re sults. 
Th e  team  appreciates your support in th e ir q uest to bring 
h om e  th e  gold".
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Th e  Torrey Pines Gulls
A non-profit society w h ose  prim ary purpose  
is  to support and encourage  th e  activitie s of 
its m em bers engaged in radio controlled 
sailplane flying

President

TBD

Vice  President  D avid K lein 858-336-7827
Past President
Secretary Adam  Sm ith 858-278-8088 w h olem an55@ aol.com
Treasurer Th om  Minegar
Mem bersh ip

Parviz K am iab 858-824-6351 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com

New sletter Editor Bill Eck les 858-703-4521 tunabik er1@ h otm ail.com
W inch m aster Eric H offm an 619 -750- 9 151 m 33@ cox.net
H LG Coordinator D rew  Arnett 858-722-3651 arnett.drew @ gm ail.com
Th erm al Coordinator Parviz K am iab 858-824-6351 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com
SC2 R eprepsentative K eith  Fink enbiner 760-216-6349 k e ith one@ cox.net
Training Coordinator
Slope Coordinator Adam  Sm ith 858-278-8088 w h olem an55@ aol.com
Webm aster Steve H urd 760- 9 43-8304 steve@ torreypinesgulls.org
R affle Ch airm an Joh n Bruner

Alan "Moose" Butler
858-278-3378
619 -200-6034

jjbruner@ san.rr.com
m oose_ daddy@ h ostm ail.com

IH LGF R egistrar R on Sch arck 619 - 9 13-49 49 sch arck @ k w.com
TP Soaring Council R ep (TPG) M ik e  Lance/David Klein
TP Soaring Council R eg (AMA) Joe H olzm an
H istorian Gary Fogel gfogel@ natural-selection.com

Parviz K am iab
858-824-6351
Pow ay Field

Adam  Sm ith
858-278-8088
Torrey Slope

Alan "Moose" Butler
619 -200-6034
Torrey Slope

Club M entors

Next General Meeting...
February 12 at 7:00 PM
San D iego Aerospace  Museum
Balboa Park

Torre y Pine s  Gulls Board of Dire ctors  -- 2008

Cliff H unter 760-744-639 6 cfh unter@ h ugh e s.net

We'll get 
Adam 's  
Picture  
ASAP!
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Noth ing new for sale th is m onth !  
Swap Meet in March  at th e 

General Meeting!
Bring your old, idle stuff and swap it 

for som eone elses old, idle stuff!

Trading Page
Buy, Sell or Trade
(Just k eep it h onest!)

Se e
Moos e
for Sm og!

Clean out th at closet or garage!

Som eone wants th at equipm ent 
you don't use anym ore.  

Get it into th e h ands of folk s 
wh o will appreciate it.






