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Pre s ide nt’s  corne r
Parviz Kam iab, Pre s ident

It is a pleasure  to h ave th is opportunity to be  
part of a soaring club w h ich  prom otes fun, 
friendsh ip and an opportunity to learn th e  
exciting art of flying.  I w ould also lik e  to th ank  
th e  previous board of directors, e specially Cliff 
H unter for th e ir  excellent jobs.

It is a new  year and th ere  are  a lot of activitie s 
planned. We h ave planned th e  Th erm al 
D uration and H andlaunch  contest sch edule for 
th e  year. We h ave great speak ers lined up for th e  
club m eetings. We also h ave brough t back  th e  
sw ap m eet w h ich  w ill be  at th e  March  club 
m eeting.

Anoth er b ig event for TPG is th e  “International 
H andlaunch ”. Th is is  th e  b iggest event for our 
club, w h ich  req uire s a lot of h elp from  
volunteers. R on Sch arck  and D on R ich m ond 
h ave been prom oting th is event for last 13 years 
and deserve  a lot of th e  credit. 

2008 year calendar is on th e  w eb  site. You can 
find th e  dates for all th e  contest and events 
th rough  out th e  year. Th is calendar w ill be  
updated as new  events are  sch eduled.
Anoth er one  of th e  yearly events is our annual 
H oliday party. Th e  num ber of attendees h as 
been grow ing for last 3 years and w e  are  h appy 
to see  so m uch  participation. We h ad 9 0 pilots 
and th e ir friend and fam ily joining us for th e  
2007 Ch ristm as party. If th is group gets any 
larger, w e  h ave to look  into getting a larger 
room .  Steve H urd h as done  a great job in 
k e eping th e  w eb  site  updated w ith  its valuable 
inform ation.

D o not forget th e  “Beat th e  president” TD  
contest th is m onth . Th ere  w ill be  a Pizza get 
togeth er afterw ard.

H ave fun flying.

Sch w e ize r Fun Fly
Sal Peluso 

[It is look ing very good for th e  m uch  anticipated 
"Sch ew izer Fun Fly" to be  h eld at Torrey Pines 
Glider Port in March   H ere  is  an E-m ail Sal sent 
in later January....] 

I h ave com m unicated w ith  D ave Jebb, first by e -
m ail and th en I called h im  Sunday January 27. 
 D ave h as given h is  approval for th e  TPSSS 
Sch w e izer Fun Fly on March  9 , 2008.  D ave 
ch eck ed h is  calendar and said th is date  w ill be  
good as "th ere  is  noth ing going on March  9 ."  H e  
w as very upbeat and agreed w ith  our req uest to 
put th e  event on th at day.  I told h im  th e  only 
th ing form al about th e  event w as th at w e  w ould 
req uest a ph oto sh oot at th e  top of th e  grass h ill 
w h ere  th e  h ang gliders land.  H e  also said h e  
w ould clear th e  w indow  for a fly-by ph oto sh oot. 
 I assured h im  th at w e  w ould h old a pilots 
m eeting and th at every participant w ould abide  by 
all Torrey Pines Gliderport rules.  H e  said th at 
"w e  w ill m ak e  th is a nice  event."  So March  9  is  
th e  day, and w e  look  forw ard to h aving a good 
tim e.

Sal

Ne w s  from  th e  Cliff
M ik e  Lance, TPG Safety O fficer

Flying at Torrey h as been off and on for th e  past 
several w ee k s. All h as been running sm ooth  w ith  
th e  exception of a w ee k  ago last Wednesday. 

We h ad th e  first day in w ee k s w ith  great lift and 
th ere  w ere  30 Para gliders and H ang gliders in th e  
sk y at all tim es. Th ere  w as no fligh t director 
controlling traffic w h ich  m ade  for difficult flying 
for th e  R Cers. We h ad one  Para glider land w ith  
th e  ch ute  over an R C pilot, a h ang glider th at 
crash ed righ t in front of th e  R C m ound and a 
h ang glider th at crossed righ t in front of an R C 
glider on approach . W h en w e  ask  th e  one  PO  Box 370356

San D iego, CA 

A Busy Year Begins! 
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instructor w h at w as going on h e  told us th at 
unless th ey h ave student pilots th ey do not h ave a 
fligh t director to control th e  traffic during th e  
w ee k . 

Th at is unacceptable. I talk ed w ith  Gabe  at th e  
Soaring Council m eeting th at evening and th e  next 
day h ad a conversation w ith  D ave Jebb. H e  and 
Gabe  agreed th at it  w as unsafe  flying and w ould 
not let th at h appen again. 

If you are  out flying at th e  Torrey and som eth ing 
h appens PLEASE don't yell at th e  pilots. Go see  
th e  fligh t director and h e  w ill tak e  care  of th e  
problem . Th e  TPSSS w ill be  h osting th e  
Sch w e itzer Fun Fly on March  9 , 2008 and w e  
h ope  all of you w ill com e  out and enjoy a great 
day of flying. All th e  Torrey Pines flying rules w ill 
be  enforced except for a ph oto sh oot for a fly by 
of all th e  Sch w e itzer gliders at one  tim e. Th e  
fligh t director for th e  Para gliders and H ang 
gliders w ill clear th e  w indow  for us for th e  ph oto 
opportunity. So get out any Sch w e itzer glider you 
h ave and com e  join us a fun day of flying. I w ill 
h ave a great treat for everyone  to see. I w ill h ave 
th e  1/2 scale TG-2 on display and you don't w ant 
to m iss th is. 

Th at's all for now  and rem em ber to h ave a spotter 
w ith  you w h en flying at th e  Cliff.

(SC)2 TD O th er Meeting
Board/General

F3F R e turns  to Torre y
David Klein, VP TP Gulls

Ladies and Gentlem en,I am  proud to announce  
th at th e  official sign ups for th e  Torrey 
PinesClassic h ave just been opened. Sign up is 
q uick  and easy, online  at 
h ttp://torreypinesgulls.org/TPGclassic.h tm . Th is 
is  a 2 day F3F race  tak ing place on Saturday and 
Sunday March  29 th  and 30th . Th is w ill be  a great 
event at th e  w orld fam ous Torrey Pines Glider 
Port in La JollaCalifornia. 

Th e  entry fee  is  $50 and includes day use  fee s to 
th eglider port and lunch  on both  days. For 
additional inform ation,please  se e  th e  contest's 
w ebsite.

Th ank  you,

D avid K leindjk lein@ ucsd.edu

F3J Com pe tition
Bill Eck le s , Editor

Ben Clerx from  th e  H arbor Soaring Society ask ed 
th at w e  publish  th is announcem ent and req uest 
for support for th e  US Team .  H e 's a good guy 
and certainly th e  cause  h as m erit.  See  w h at you 
can do to h elp.

"Th e  US F3J Soaring Team  w ill be  com peting in 
th e  w orld ch am pionsh ips June  30-July 5th , 2008 
in Turk ey. Th e  team  is selling raffle tick ets and 
m erch andise  to h elp fund th e  trip. Please  ch eck  
out th e ir w ebsite  (USF3JTeam .com ) for pilot 

R ES/TD
Contest D irector

D ecem ber 6 14 Steve C. 3/9

O ctober 18 12 K eith  F. 4/5 Visalia 8/14
Septem b 20 14 Scott C. 3/9

August 16 10 Mik e  S. Sum m er

June 7/8 22 D on R . 7/8 IH LGF Sum m er
May 17 18 Cliff H . 7/13
April 19 13 Scott C. 2/8

March 15 9 Terry T, 29 /30 Slope 5/11

Feb 16 24 Steve C. 2/3 F3B Clinic
16/17 Ph oenix

6/12

Novem b 15 9 D ave K . 5/11

July 19 20 Parviz K . Sum m er



biograph ie s (th ree  senior pilots, th ree  junior pilots 
and one  2006 returning junior w orld ch am pion), 
m erch andise, raffle tick ets, sponsors and F3J info. 
Th e  plan is for th e  w ebsite  to also report daily 
contest re sults. Th e  team  appreciates your support in 
th e ir q uest to bring h om e  th e  gold".

H and Tow  Launch ing
Drew  Arnett

For q uite  a w h ile now  I've  w anted to try "h and tow " 
to launch  a sailplane instead of a w inch  or h igh  start. 
Th ere  are  som e  interesting articles about th is, one  on 
th e  TPG w ebsite  and a couple on an Australian club's 
w ebsite. Very interesting is th at th ere  are  actually 
several different m eth ods used for h and tow.  For 
som e  reason, I've  alw ays pictured th e  single pulley, 
tw o m an style of tow  m ost freq uently used for F3J. 
 Also of note  is th at h and tow  w as used for free  
fligh t gliders.

Joh n and I w ork  near each  oth er and h ad been flying 
during lunch  tim e  once  a w ee k .  Joh n h ad found a 
nice  soccer field at a local park .  I ask ed if h e  w anted 
to sacrifice, I m ean volunteer, h is  2m  EPP sailplane 
for a h and tow  experim ent.  H e  w as gam e, so w e  
tried it out.

H e  setup and test flew  h is  glider.  Because  w e  w ere  
going to launch  crossw ise  on th e  soccer field, I cut a 
sh ort, 20 yard piece  of m ono, tied one  end to a 
k eyring and th e  oth er to a stick  to pull w ith .  A piece  
of VH S tape  norm ally used on th e  end of a 
transm itter antenna w as used as a ribbon on th e  
k eyring. We got in position, th en I started sprinting.

I could feel tension rath er q uick ly on th e  line.  I 
continued running, trying to k e ep a consistent and 
reasonable am ount of tension on th e  line.  H e  cam e  
off th e  ring nicely at th e  top and glided back  dow n 
th ough  a few  bum ps of rising air.

Success! We  tried a second tim e.  Th is tim e  also w ith  
no w ind and no favorable th erm al activity, th e  glider 
did not rotate  im m ediately.  So, after I started 
sprinting, th ere  w as som e  delay before  th e  tension 
built up.  At least th e  glider didn't fly off of th e  
tow line  early.  Again, Joh n h ad a very nice  launch  off 
of th e  top and h ad a nice  glide  back  dow n.

Wow, w h at a cool w ay to launch  sailplanes!  I can't 
w ait to try it again.  In th e  m ean tim e, I've  been 
ask ing around and re search ing to learn h ow  to deal 
w ith  som e  of th e  problem s including th e  early launch  
rotation and h ow  to spool and store  tw isted m ono.  A 
no-pulley launch  m igh t be  a good w ay to burn off 

th e  excess energy of any k ids, as long as th ey 
can provide  a reliable am ount of tension (don't 
w ant 'em  to pull th e  w ings off!

I th ink  it'll be  interesting to try out a pulley h and 
tow  launch , too.  W ith  th e  m ultiplier of a pulley 
system , h and tow  launch es can be  m ade  in no 
w ind w ith out "running."  Th e  Australian club 
sets up th e  pulley tow  so th at th e  tow er is near 
th e  pilot.  Th is w ould m ak e  it alm ost as 
convenient as w inch ing (read no w alk ing) 
w ith out th e  fun of lugging th ose  w inch  batterie s 
around.  Th at club actually does sport rath er 
th an F3J contests w ith  h and tow.

I'll k eep you posted on m y expe im ental 
experiences w ith  h and-tow  and Joh n and I are  
becom ing addicted advocates.  Beside s, th e  body 
can use  som e  of th e  conditioning it provdes.

Big Me e ting Tue sday
Bill Eck le s , Editor

D on't forget!  Th e  February general m eeting w ill 
be  h eld on Tuesday February 12 at th e  
Aerospace  Museum  in Balboa Park .  Th e  
m eeting starts at 7:00 PM and w ill be  over no 
later th an 9 :00.  Sean Porter w ill talk  to us about 
h is  m oldings.  H e 's a good presenter and th is 
sh ould be  a favorite  for learning opportunitie s. 
 Moose  w ill h ave lots of goodie s for th e  raffle, 
so don't forget to bring som e  cash  along.

TPG LSF
Drew  Arnett

Th ere  is  currently a special interest group of 11 
TPG m em bers w h o are  w ork ing on th e  LSF 
(League  of Silent Fligh t) soaring ach ievem ent 
program .  Th e  group provides encouragem ent 
and assistance  for each  oth er w ith  th e  task s.  If 
you w ould lik e  to be  added to th e  m ailing list for 
th is group, please  let m e  k now  
(arnett.drew @ gm ail.com )

Th e  program  consists of task s involving th erm al 
duration, slope, cross country, precision landing,

and com petition flying.  For m ore  inform ation, 
se e  th e  LSF w ebsite. (w w w.silentfligh t.org)

Novem ber 2007 



Update  Your Em ail, 
Ple ase !
Bill Eck le s , Editor

O ur Em ail address list is getting w ay out of date  
and w e  w ould lik e  to start using it again.  Please  
send any ch anges in your em ail to Steve H urd, our 
w ebm aster w h o w ill m ak e  every effort to k e ep 
th ings current.  Th ank s in a dvance  for your h elp on 
th is issue!

 2008 Torre y Pine s  Gulls
Th e rm al Com pe tition 
R ule s
Com pe tition Classe s
Th e  2008 com petition season sh all h ave tw o 
com petition classe s, flow n at th e  sam e  contest: 
Unlim ited and R ES. Unlim ited m ay be  flow n by any 
sailplane w ith out a m otor. R ES m ay be  flow n by any 
sailplane th at is controlled by R udder, Elevator and 
spoiler. No m ovable trailing edge  m ay be  used on 
th e  prim ary w ing.

Com pe titor Class e s
Th ere  sh all be  four com petitor classe s flow n in 
unlim ited: Master, Expert, Sportsm an and Novice. 
All classe s w ill be  determ ined by pilots’ ch oice. 
Th ere  w ill be  no standard for prom otion. A 
com petitor m ay advance to a h igh er class, but m ay 
not dem ote  th em selves.

Th ere  sh all be  one  com petitor class flow n in R ES. 
Pilots w ill fly against each  oth er.

Task s
All contents sh all h ave at least 4 rounds, subject to 
w eath er or oth er conditions. Contest D irectors w ill 
coordinate  task s w ith  th e  Th erm al Coordinator, and 
provide  contest announcem ent in th e  club 
new sletter. Announcem ent sh all be  subm itted no 
later th an th e  15th  of each  m onth .

Tim ing
All tim ing sh all be  consistent w ith  th e  “rounding” 
m eth od. Tim es w h ich  sh ow  X:XX.50 sh all round up 
to th e  next second. Tim es w h ich  sh ow  X:XX.49  
sh all use  th e  seconds sh ow n on th e  w atch .

Scoring

All com petition classe s and com petitor classe s 
sh all be  scored togeth er at each  contest. All scores 
sh all be  m aintained to tw o decim al places.

Cum ulative  Scoring
All Unlim ited and R ES pilot classe s sh all be  scored 
togeth er and norm alized to 1000 points. Th e  
season ch am pionsh ip sh all be  determ ined by th e  
be st 9  scores. 

Year-end aw ards sh all be  given for Sportsm an, 
Expert, Master and R ES. Season “H igh  Points” 
aw ard sh all be  given to th e  com petitors th at 
accum ulate th e  m ost points in Unlim ited and R ES.

Contributions
Bill Eck le s , Editor

It seem s alw ays to be  th e  case.  We  are  in need of 
m aterial for th e  new sletter.  D on't w orry about 
be ing a great creative  w riter, w e  can put w ords 
around m ost ideas.  But if you h ave experiences 
th at are  interesting, accom plish m ents, 
activitie s...please  let us k now.  O ur ow n Moose  
took  a m em orable trip in a full size  glider out a 
W arner Springs.  Th is m onth  D rew  learned w h at it 
is lik e  to tow  a foam y at th e  end of 20 yards of 
m onofilam ent.  D id you get attack ed by a red tail 
h aw k ?  D id a traffic h elicopter sh out at you?  Any 
rattle snak e s at th e  bluff?

Let us k now  w h at's going on.  We  can alw ays use  
articles and if you h ave a picture, so m uch  th e  
better.  We'll give you credit in th e  byline  and th e  
re spect and adm iration of your buddie s.

Also, w h at 's for sale?
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Th e  Torrey Pines Gulls

A non-profit society w h ose  prim ary purpose  
is  to support and encourage  th e  activitie s of 
its m em bers engaged in radio controlled 
sailplane flying

President

Parviz K am iab 760-415-0374 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com

Vice President  D avid K lein 858-336-7827 d.jam e s .k le in@ gm ail.com
Past President
Secretary Adam  Sm ith 858-278-8088 w h olem an55@ aol.com
Treasurer Th om  Minegar 760-436-2301 tom @ m inegafinancial.com
Mem bersh ip

Parviz K am iab 760-415-0374 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com

New sletter Editor Bill Eck les 858-703-4521 tunabik er1@ h otm ail.com
W inch m aster Eric H offm an 619 -750- 9 151 m 33@ cox.net
H LG Coordinator D rew  Arnett 858-722-3651 arnett.drew @ gm ail.com
Th erm al Coordinator Parviz K am iab 760-415-0374 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com
SC2 R eprepsentative K eith  Fink enbiner 760-216-6349 k e ith one@ cox.net
Training Coordinator
Slope Coordinator Adam  Sm ith 858-278-8088 w h olem an55@ aol.com
Webm aster Steve H urd 760- 9 43-8304 steve@ torreypinesgulls.org
R affle Ch airm an Joh n Bruner

Alan "Moose" Butler
858-278-3378
619 -200-6034

jjbruner@ san.rr.com
m oose_ daddy@ h ostm ail.com

IH LGF R egistrar R on Sch arck 619 - 9 13-49 49 sch arck @ k w.com
TP Soaring Council R ep (TPG) M ik e  Lance/David Klein
TP Soaring Council R eg (AMA) Joe H olzm an
H istorian Gary Fogel gfogel@ natural-selection.com

Parviz K am iab
858-824-6351
Pow ay Field

Adam  Sm ith
858-278-8088
Torrey Slope

Alan "Moose" Butler
619 -200-6034
Torrey Slope

Club M entors

Next General Meeting...
February 12 at 7:00 PM
San D iego Aerospace  Museum
Balboa Park

Torre y Pine s  Gulls Board of Dire ctors  -- 2008

Cliff H unter 760-744-639 6 cfh unter@ h ugh e s.net
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Noth ing new for sale th is m onth !  
Swap Meet in March  at th e 

General Meeting!
Bring your old, idle stuff and swap it 

for som eone elses old, idle stuff!

Trading Page
Buy, Sell or Trade
(Just k eep it h onest!)

Se e
Moos e
for Sm og!

Clean out th at closet or garage!

Som eone wants th at equipm ent 
you don't use anym ore.  

Get it into th e h ands of folk s 
wh o will appreciate it.






