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Pre s ide nt's  Corne r
Parviz Kam iab, Pre s ident

A couple of March  events w ere  e specially fun 
and exciting.

First one  w as th e  F3B clinic. Several guest pilots 
h ad traveled to San D iego specifically for th is 
event. Since  I w as not sure  about m y glider, I 
sh ied aw ay and did not participate  for th e  first 
day and a h alf.  At th e  end of th e  second day I 
could not h old m yself back  and decided to give  
it a try. To m y surprise  m y custom  painted 
yellow  701 Tragi h eld up to its reputation. Th e  
w ings stayed on and it even took  th e  full pedal 
w inch  release.

It w as a blast to fly next to seasoned pilots lik e  
Mik e  Sm ith  and h ear com m ents about all th e  
th ings I w as doing w rong. I tried and I am  now  
ready for th e  next clinic. I w ould lik e  to th ank  
D ave K lein for h is  h ard w ork  and putting th is 
event togeth er. As I w as w atch ing th e  pilots of 
all levels fly and try th e ir be st, th e  excitem ent 
w as visible on th e ir faces. 

Second w as th e  SC2 w h ich  
w as h eld at Pow ay field on 
March  9 th . We  h ad over 30 
pilots w h o flew  and h ad a 
great tim e. It w as a typical 
Pow ay day as som e  found 
good air w h ile oth ers 
struggled. O verall everyth ing 
w ent sm ooth . Terry Th roop 
w as th e  CD  and Mik e  Lee  
and Mik e  Sk ube  did th e  
scoring. Th is event w as partly 
to h elp w ith  th e  expenses for 
th e  F3J team  w h ich  are  going 
to Turk ey for w orld 
ch am pionsh ip in th is 
sum m er. I w ould lik e  to th ank  Terry, and both  
Mik e’s for running th e  event.

Th ird event w as to be  our February “beat th e  
president Pizza party” contest w h ich  w as 
cancelled due  to w eath er. I h ave decided to h ave 

th is on July 20th  contest.

Tw o pilots, Sean Porter and Mik e  Murph y h ad 
not flow n th e  th erm al duration contest before. I 
did m y best to give  th em  all th e  h elp I could. It 
w as a lot of fun and I could tell th ey both  h ad 
enjoyed th e  participation. By th e  w ay, th ey both  
did great. 

Com e and join us in th e  TD  contests. I k now  
som e  of th e  pilots sh y aw ay but I prom ise  th at 
you w ill h ave a great tim e.

Fly safely, Parviz

F3F R e turns  to Torre y
David Klein, Slope Co-ordinator

Well fellow  race  fans,

 I am  h appy to report anoth er great race  at 
Torrey is in th e  book s. We  h ad 29  racers com e  
out and test th e ir sk ills am ongst th e  be st in th e  
US. Paul Naton traveled th e  furth e st from  
Pennsylvania, W ith  R on Vann and Tim  Bigley 
com ing in from  th e  San Francisco bay area, as 
w ell as Joel Cagnon from  SantaBarbara.

We w ere  joined by a few  new  F3F pilots Joe 
R odrigues of TD  fam e, TPG president Parvis 
K am iab, TPG raffle coordinator Alan 'Moose' 
Butler, local Mark  Canfield, and R obert Lopez.
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 Spring See s  Speed
At th e  Bluff

O ppos ite :  Fine  
plane s  and 
s k illed pilots  
com bined for a 
great F3F 
com petition last 
w e e k .



Calendar dates subject to ch ange.  Please  review  th e  calendar each  m onth  and w atch  th e  
TPGulls@ yah oogroups.com  list for updates.

Month H LG R ES/TD

We h eld our Pilots m eeting in th e  glider port's 
office  at 9 :00 am  on Saturday, and got round 
zero underw ay around 11:00 am . Conditions 
w ere  consistently building, and by round 1 our 
last pilot in th e  roster Tom  Copp of F3X.com  
fam e  th rew  dow n a blistering 40.80 second run. 
Tim e  w ould later prove th at to be  th e  fast tim e  
of th e  contest.

For a 29  pilot event, th ings w ere  m oving very 
q uick ly, finish ing each  round in less th an an 
h our. We finish ed th ings up around 5:00pm , 
w ith  6 rounds (0-5). 

Saturday evening brough t som e  ligh t sh ow ers 
and clearing w inds for Sunday. Flyable at sunrise, 
w e  h ad great air for our 10:15 am  start. We 
finish ed our last round around 3:45 pm  and 
gath ered for aw ards presentation. We all k new  
w h o w ere  going to stand at th e  podium . Tim  
Bigley w as th e  consistent com petitor, flying 

(SC)2 TD O th er Meeting

sm ooth ly all w ee k end. Mak ing no m istak e s w as 
good enough  to earn h im  a 3rd place podium  
spot. Tom  Copp seem ed to h ave th ings all 
w rapped up after th e  absolute clinic h e  put on 
Saturday, but K yle w as com ing on strong on 
Sunday. It w as anyone's guess. K yle ended up 
sneak ing aw ay w ith  th e  victory, by a m ere  .041% 
Great jobs Tom  and K yle. I learned a lot from  
your guys' perform ances.

So h ere  are  th e  scores of th e  top ten,

1 P K yle 9 573.53

2 Copp 9 569 .65

3 Bigley 9 424.06

4 Sm ith   9 339 .89

5 Cone 9 29 1.80

6 L G 9 114.21

7 Field 9 089 .37

8 K lein 89 40.82

9  Paulson,K yler 8887.21

10 R eel 8813.9 8

Th e  IH LGF
Ron Sch arck , CD for IH LGF

Th e  IH LGF is just tw o m onth s aw ay and tim e  is 
flying. We opened registration early and as of 
last count already h ave 55 pilots registered, w ith  
four from  Argentina, four from  New  Z ealand, 
and one  from  France. We are  expecting a great 
turnout.

R ES/TD

D ecem ber 6 14 Steve C. No Conte st 3/9

O ctober 18 12 K eith  F. 19  TPG 4/5 Visalia 8/14
Septem ber 20 14 Scott C. 28 ISS 3/9

August 16 10 Mik e  S. 24 H SS at SW SA Sum m er

June 7/8 22 D on R . 22 EDSF at ISS 7/8 IH LGF Sum m er
May 17 18 Cliff H . 18 SW SA 7/13
April 19 13 Scott C. 20 TOSS 2/8

Novem ber 15 9 D ave K . 16 Rain Date 5/11

July 19 20 Parviz K . No Conte st Sum m er

Above: W inners  and th e ir leader!



Th is w ill be  th e  first year th at th e  IH LGF w ill be  
flying th e  F3K  R ules (and Task s). F3K  w as just 
approved as a World Ch am pionsh ip event at th e  
March  FAI m eeting. Most of th e  events are  ones w e  
are  fam iliar w ith , e ith er from  be ing identical to 
previous IH LGF task s or from  th e  m onth ly TPG 
contests th at th e  guys h ave been h olding. For 
com plete  inform ation on th e  event, including task s, 
rules, registration, etc. go to th e  IH LGF w ebsite  
at;h ttp://w w w.torreypinesgulls.org/2008IH LGF.h tm . 

World Air Gam es 2009  Selection Contest
Th e  Torrey Pines Gulls is h onored to h ave been 
selected to conduct a United States National 2009  
World Air Gam es Selection contest. Th is contest, 
w h ich  w ill be  h eld June  6th  (Friday, th e  day before  
th e  IH LGF) at th e  Torrey Pines Gulls Pow ay Fligh t 
Center, w ill go tow ard determ ining at least tw o pilots 
th at w ill be  invited to represent th e  North  Am erican 
Continent at th e  FAI World Air Gam es 2009  w h ich  
w ill be  h eld in Turin, Italy, June  7-13, 2009 .

Th e  World Air Gam es can be  clearly described as 
“O ne w ee k  – Ten Sports – Unlim ited Adrenaline!” It 
is th e  b iggest gath ering of air sports in th e  w orld and 
during one  w ee k  brings togeth er World Ch am pions 
and oth er top com petitors in ten different air sport 
disciplines from  m ore  th an tw enty nations. For th ose  
pilots selected to go to th e  World Air Gam es, it is an 
all expense  paid trip (once  th ey arrive) in Turin. Th e  
pilots’ expenses are  paid for by th e  World Air Gam es.

O ne  of th e  disciplines th at w ill be  featured at th e  
World Air Gam es 2009  w ill be  H and Th row n Gliders 

or, as w e  k now  th em , H and Launch ed Gliders. For 
com plete  details on th e  H TG event, including rules 
and task s go 
to:h ttp://w w w.w orldairgam es.org/2009 /sports-
ath letes/aerom odelling 

Th ere  are  only tw o task s: “Last Fligh t” and “All-
Up”. Th ere  w ill be  a m inim um  of tw o q ualifying 
rounds; one  for each  task . Th e  top scorers (up to 
24) from  q ualifying rounds w ill th en go into a sem i-
final round. From  th is point forw ard, th e  task  is  
“All-Up”. Th ere  w ill be  th ree  launch es w ith  a th ree  
m inute  m ax. Th e  top e igh t pilots w ill th en go into 
th e  finals. Each  launch  in th e  finals reduces th e  
field by one  until th ere  are  only tw o. O ne  last 
launch  w ill determ ine  th is event’s Ch am pion. 
Plaq ues w ill be  aw arded to th e  top th ree  pilots.

Th e  final scores w ill be  subm itted to FAI/CIAM 
w h o w ill decide  w h o and h ow  m any pilots from  th e  
USA w ill be  invited. 

Th e  USAWAG 2009  Selection Contest pilots 
m eeting w ill begin at 2:30 P.M. and th e  first fligh t 
group w ill launch  at 3:00 P.M. Th ere  w ill be  no 
entry fee; h ow ever, you m ust register for th e  event 
using th e  official FAI/CIAM World Air Gam es 
R egistration Form . Th is form  can be  found by 
click ing on “CIAM WAG O fficial Entry Form ” 
located at th e  top th e  USA FAI World Air Gam es 
2009  Selection Contest w ebsite  at 
h ttp://w w w.torreypinesgulls.org/USWAG2009 SC.h
tm  

PLEASE NO TE: Th is contest h as noth ing to do 
w ith  th e  USA F3K  World Ch am pionsh ip Team  
Selection, w h ich  h as yet to be  e stablish ed.

April Program
D avid K lein, Vice  President

Mik e  Lee  w ill be  our guest speak er for April of 
2008.  H e  is  currently th e  2008 F3J Team  USA 
juniors team  m anager.  H e  recently auth ored a 4 
part article in an R C m agazine  about F3J covering 
all aspects of fligh t, finish ing w ith  coverage  of th e  
2007 US F3J team  selections.  We  are  very luck y to 
h ave h im  com e  educate  us on th is exciting part of 
th e  sport.

Left:  A busy 
day at th e  slope s  
for th e  F3F 
Conte st.  No 
w orry...only 
perspective, but 
a good 
endors em ent for 
"blue s k y" rule!



Th e  Torrey Pines Gulls
R adio Control Soaring Society
A non-profit society w h ose  prim ary purpose  
is  to support and encourage  th e  activitie s of 
its m em bers engaged in radio controlled 
sailplane flying

Next General Meeting...
April 8 at 7:00 PM
San D iego Aerospace  Museum
Balboa Park

Pow ay Mainte nance  –
Parviz Kam iab, Pre s ident

We h ave a difficult issue  surfacing th is year. We h ave 
not gotten th e  sam e  participation m aintaining th e  
Pow ay T/D  Field as w e  did in th e  past and th is h as 
re sulted in additional expense  to th e  club.  We  h ave 
sim ilar concerns w ith  th e  Encinitas field. TPG 
m aintenance  is part of th e  agreem ent w ith  th e  city 
of Encinitas.

Th is topic h as been discussed in every board 
m eeting for last year and so far th ere  h as not been 
any decision m ade  on h ow  to re solve th is issue. 
Several options h ave been discussed but th e  solution 
h as not been finalized.

Pow ay field needs to be  m ow ed once  m ore  before  
th e  sum m er h eat drie s all th e  vegetation. Please  plan 
on a w ork  day to get th is done  w ith in th e  next 
couple of w ee k s. Th e  date  w ill be  announced in th e  
Yah oo group so please  look  for th e  announcem ent.

If it w ere  not because  of K e ith  Fink enbiner and 
D on R ich m ond, th e  field w ould h ave been 
unuseable for th e  last contest.  We  all ow e  th em  a 
b ig th ank s for m ow ing th e  field tw ice  th is year.

We also need a riding m ow er w h ich  club m igh t need 
to purch ase. My goal is to accom plish  th is w ith out 
increasing th e  m em bersh ip fee. I am  open to 
suggestions. If you h ave any suggestions please  call 
m e  at (760) 415-0374.

Many clubs h ave lost th e ir flying fields. We h ave 
been very luck y to still h ave th is filed. W h eth er w e  
fly once  a m onth  or every w ee k end, w e  need to h elp 
w ith  m aintenance. We all enjoy th is h obby so let’s 
preserve  w h at w e  h ave.

April Me e ting, Board of 
Dire ctors
Bill Eck le s , Editor

Th e  TPG Board of D irectors m et last Wednesday at 
D enny's on Mirm ar R oad to discuss th e  h ot topics. 
 Th e  clubs general m em bersh ip is invited to attend, 

so feel free  to join in on th e  Wednesday prior to 
th e  club m eeting at 7:00 pm .

Th ree  club m em bers visited th e  Encinitas flying 
site  and m ade  one  fligh t before  th e  w inch  gave up. 
 R eception w as great and all are  optim istic th at an 
acceptable lease  w ill be  rece ived sh ortly.

Mentoring program s at both  th e  Pow ay field and 
th e  Glider Port are  doing w ell but w ill be  polish ed 
up over th e  sum m er to provide  even better 
learning experiences for th e  "new  guys".  Look  to 
th e  Th ursday Fun Flies for slope  learning and sign-
offs.

Mem bersh ips are  still soft, so please  sign up and 
pay your dues.  Th is is  a m ajor revenue  source  for 
TPG!

Th e  Slope race  in late  March  w as great for our 
reputation  as a club and an spectacular flying site. 
 Good job D avid and all w h o h elped and 
com peted!

Sum m e r Fun Flie s
Bill Eck le s , Editor

It is tim e  to reconvene  at th e  SLO PE on Th ursday 
afternoons.  We  w ill try to k e ep it inform al th is 
year and just h ave friendly, enjoyable gath erings at 
th is spectacular site.  Th ere  w ill be  
senior/advanced pilots available to sign off on 
your sk ill level classifications.  Let's not bring 
grilles as th e  concession stand h as great 
sandw ich e s and snack s available.

If w e  get enough  interest n m eeting at Pow ay, w e'll 
m ak e  an announcem ent...or, just gath er th ere  on 
your ow n if th e  slope  lift is m inim al.  In any case, 
Th ursday afternoons until sunset are  for fun and 
cam araderie.  Com e on out!
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President

Parviz K am iab 760-415-0374 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com

Vice President  D avid K lein 858-336-7827 d.jam e s .k le in@ gm ail.com
Past President
Secretary Adam  Sm ith 858-278-8088 w h olem an55@ aol.com
Treasurer Th om  Minegar 760-436-2301 tom @ m inegafinancial.com
Mem bersh ip

Parviz K am iab 760-415-0374 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com

New sletter Editor Bill Eck les 858-703-4521 tunabik er1@ h otm ail.com
W inch m aster Eric H offm an 619 -750- 9 151 m 33@ cox.net
H LG Coordinator D rew  Arnett 858-722-3651 arnett.drew @ gm ail.com
Th erm al Coordinator Parviz K am iab 760-415-0374 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com
SC2 R eprepsentative K eith  Fink enbiner 760-216-6349 k e ith one@ cox.net
Training Coordinator
Slope Coordinator Adam  Sm ith 858-278-8088 w h olem an55@ aol.com
Webm aster Steve H urd 760- 9 43-8304 steve@ torreypinesgulls.org
R affle Ch airm an Joh n Bruner

Alan "Moose" Butler
858-278-3378
619 -200-6034

jjbruner@ san.rr.com
m oose_ daddy@ h ostm ail.com

IH LGF R egistrar R on Sch arck 619 - 9 13-49 49 sch arck @ k w.com
TP Soaring Council R ep (TPG) M ik e  Lance/David Klein
TP Soaring Council R eg (AMA) Joe H olzm an
Safety O fficer, Slope Mik e  Lance

Torre y Pine s  Gulls Board of Dire ctors  -- 2008

Cliff H unter 760-744-639 6 cfh unter@ h ugh e s.net

Club M entors

Parviz K am iab
858-824-6351
Pow ay Field

Adam  Sm ith
858-278-8088
Torrey Slope

Alan "Moose" Butler
619 -200-6034
Torrey Slope

Safety O fficer, Pow ay Parviz K am iab 760-415-0374 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com
H istorian Gary Fogel gfogel@ natural-selection.com



  

Th e Swap Meet in March 's
General Meeting work ed!

Now, Clean out your storage with  an
ad in

TH IS SPACE!

Trading Page
Buy, Sell or Trade
(Just k eep it h onest!)

Se e  Moos e
for Sm og and All
Auto Re pairs !






