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IH LGF a Major Succe s s
Bill Eck le s , Editor

After tw o and one  h alf days of h igh ly 
com petitive  flying, w inners of th e  IH LGF w ere  
determ ined.  Friday afternoon saw  a h ot 
com petition for representation during th e  
World Air Garm es for 2009 .  An article about 
th at event follow s below.  

Saturday m orning over fifty h and launch  pilots 
am assed to ply th e ir sk ills in th e  O pen and 
Eagle com petition classe s for th e  Torrey Pines 
Gulls International H and Launch  Glider Fest 
for 2008.  It w as exciting to see  th is group of 
talented pilots launch  th e ir planes in groups of 
10-12 and com pete  in a serie s of events w h ich  
tested piloting sk ills, aircraft w orth iness, 
coordination, durability, risk  tak ing and sh e er 
determ ination.  O ur club h ad a good 
representation, but oth er dom estic flyers cam e  
from  out of tow n and out of state. 

 Additionally, w e  h ad representation from  
Brazil, New  Z ealand and Canada providing an 
international feel and flair to th e  contest.  It w as 
spectacular.  Mik e  Se id and R on Sch arck  co-
CD 'd th e  contest w ith  an array of task s w h ich  
both  covered m ost aspects of h and launch  
flying and did it in an fair and eq uitable m anner. 
 Groups w ere  rotated th rough  events and 
random ly sh ared th e  m any th erm als present on 
both  days.  None of th e  pilots e scaped th e  need 
to dig out th erm als th ad did not seem  to exist 
and scratch  out th e  lift as our re sident goph ers 
brok e  w ind at opportune  m om ents.

Th e  contest process included a filtering to th e  
top ten scorers over all day Saturday and Sunday 
m orning.  Th e se  ten th en com peted directly 
am ong th em selves for th e  overall title.  Final 
standings follow  (q ualification standings in 
parenth e se s):

1 (1) O leg Golovidov

2 (3) Mik e  Sm ith

3 (2) Ph il Barnes

4 (5) Arend Borst

5 (9 ) Paul Anderson

6 (6) K evin Both erw ay

7 (8) Jun Catacutan

8 (4) Joh n Erick son

9  (7) Brad W illough by

10 (10) K ai Yang

Th is w as for th e  "O pen" contestants.  Th ere  
w as also a h ot com petition going am ong th e  
"Eagles".  Th e ir final stangings included th e  
follow ing:

1 Cliff H unter

2 D avid R egister

3 Jonath an Bryan

4Terry K polan

5 Lin Pu H siung

6 Tom  K nudtson
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Rules  th e  Action

Above: A big 
turn out for th e  
IH LGF in '08 
m ade  for a great 
conte st and lots  
of flying 
excitem ent.



Calendar dates subject to ch ange.  Please  review  th e  calendar each  m onth  and w atch  th e  
TPGulls@ yah oogroups.com  list for updates.

Month H LG R ES/TD

7 D ave Leedom

8 George  Joy

9  Ph ilip Brister

A trem endous tim e  w as h ad by all.  SIncere  
th ank s to all th e  participants and organizers as 
w ell as th e  h ard-w ork ing support crew  in th e  
transm itter control tent.

Update  on Encinitas
Cliff H unter, Site  Com m itte e  M em ber

We h ave a new  site.  Th e  landfill in Encinitas, 
east of Cam ino R eal and south  of Encinitas 
Boulevard h as beenleased for TEN years at a 
reasonable price.  W h ile th ere  is  still a lot to be  
done  to im prove th e  property m ak ing it 
absolutely super for club th erm al use, w e  feel 
very good th at w e  coule join in a long term  
relationsh ip such  as th is.  Plans to im prove it 
include  th e  addition of a graveled park ing area, 
protection of ventilation pipes (safeguarding th e  
pipes and  our planes), a container for flying and 
contest paraph ernalia and such .

We are  expected to be  good tenants and furth er 
rules and regualtions guiding th is w ill be  
provided soon.  Because  of som e  h igh  pow er 
electric lines in th e  area, w e  w ill need som e  
special rules, but th ey are  not expected to h arm  
our flying pleasure  and w e  w ill be  able to use  th e  
site  for our contests as w ell as our pleasure.  Still 
a lot to do and it w ill tak e  th e  cooperation of all 
club m em bers to m ak e  th is site  th e  first-class 
setup w e  dem and for TPG.

More  to com e, but for now, please  join in 
th ank ing Cliff H unter, K e ith  Fink enbe iner and 

(SC)2 TD O th er Meeting
Board/General

Tom  Minegar for m uch  extra tim e  expended on 
th is project.  We  sh ould enjoy th is location for a 
long tim e  into th e  future!

W orld Air Gam e s  2009  
Se le ction Conte st R e sults
Ron Sch arck , CD

After m uch  debate  (national and international) 
and w ork  to prepare  for th e  event, th e  Pow ay 
version of th e  USA National WAG 2009  
Selection Contest w as h eld on June  6th  at th e  
Torrey Pines Gulls Pow ay Fligh t Center. H ere  is  
th e  official report on th e  event:

I w ant to th ank  Mik e  Se id, Parviz K am ib  and 
Brad W illough by for assistance  in getting th rough  
th e  contest. I also w ant to th ank  th e  George  and 
Jo Joy for th e ir h elp. George  enforced th e  “No 
Fly Z one” and Jo ran th e  im pound area w ith  th e  
h elp of Joh n Bruner and Joh n H am m ond. K e ith  
Fink enbiner w as th e  O fficial O bserver as 
req uired by FAI for th is event (F6D ) and h e  did a 
very “official” job. Th ere  w ere  oth er club 
m em bers w h o cam e  out to h elp as is alw ays 
req uired and very m uch  appreciated.

Th e  F6D  form at consists of th ree  round 
categorie s: Q ualifying; Sem i-final; and Fly-off. In 
th e  Q ualifying R ound th ere  are  tw o task s – “Last 
Fligh t” and “All-Up”.   We  ch ose  to h ave only 
one  q ualifying round since  our event w as h eld on 
Friday afternoon beginning at 2:30. We h ad 40 
pilots com pete  in th e  event, of w h ich  10 w ere  
international pilots (5 from  Brazil; 4 from  New  
Z ealand and one  from  Canada). Th e  top 24 pilots 
w ere  selected from  th e  Q ualifying R ound. Th ey 
w ere  divided into tw o fligh t groups of 12 and w e  
began th e  Sem i-final round. Each  group flew  th e  
“All-up” task . At th e  conclusion of th e  Sem i-final 
round, th e  top 8 US pilots and th e  top tw o 

R ES/TD
Contest D irector

D ecem ber 6 14 Steve C. No Conte st 3/9

O ctober 18 12 K eith  F. 19  TPG 4/5 Visalia 8/14
Septem ber 20 14 Scott C. 28 ISS 3/9

August 16 10 Mik e  S. 24 H SS at SW SA Sum m er

Novem ber 15 9 D ave K . 16 Rain Date 5/11

July 19 20 Parviz K . No Conte st Sum m er



Th e  Torrey Pines Gulls
R adio Control Soaring Society
A non-profit society w h ose  prim ary purpose  
is  to support and encourage  th e  activitie s of 
its m em bers engaged in radio controlled 
sailplane flying

Next General Meeting...
Septem ber 9  at 7:00 PM
San D iego Aerospace  Museum
Balboa Park

International pilots m oved on to th e  Fly-offs, one  
th row  of “All-up” w ith  th e  first pilot dow n out of 
th e  contest. All rem aining pilots w ere  brough t dow n 
for a repeat perform ance  until th ere  only one  pilot 
rem ained. Th is took  q uite  a w h ile to com plete.

We h ad previously only flow n one  “practice” F6D  
contest w ith  a total of 8 pilots. W ith  th e  39  pilots th at 
flew  in th e  “real” contest, w e  did h ave our sh are  of 
inefficiencie s caused by not th e  num ber of pilots, but 
th e  fact th at w e  w ere  dealing w ith  a new  form at 
com bined w ith  new  scoring and tim ing system s. 
Th ank s to th e  patience  of th e  pilots, th e  h ard w ork  
of our volunteers, and th e  grace  of God, w e  
m anaged to com plete  th e  contest righ t before  th e  sun 
set.

We flew  4 fligh t groups in th e  Q ualifying rounds. Th e  
top 24 pilots th at m ade  it to th e  Sem i-finals w ere : 
O leg Golovidov; Mik e  Sm ith ; Jun Catacutan; Ph il 
Barnes; Larry Jolly; Gordy Stah l; K evin Both erw ay 
(NZ ); Paul Anderson; Arend Borst (Canada); Mario 
Sergio D e  Lucca (Brazil); Aradh ana Singh  K h alsa; 
D arw in Barrie; Joh n Erick son; Bruce  D avidson; Brad 
W illough by; Bill Ch ase; R ich ard Pinh o (Brazil); Mik e  
Se id; Ch ris Adam s; Jonath an Bryan; Lex Mierop; 
Adam  Weston; Terry K opland; and Mik e  Leggett.

Th e  top ten pilots (e igh t US and tw o International) 
th at m ade  th e  cut and w ere  in th e  Fly-offs w ere  in 
order of finish :

1. O leg Golovidov

2. Paul Anderson

3. Ph il Barnes

4. Adam  (R ed) Weston

5. K evin Both erw ay (NZ ) W inner of th e  
“International Class” Ch am pionsh ip

6. Bruce  D avidson

7. Larry Jolly

8. Arend Borst (Canada)

9 . Mik e  Sm ith

10. Jun Catacutan

Congratulations go to th e  top ten pilots and th ank s 
to all th e  re st w h o participated!

Sum m e r Sch e dule
Bill Eck le s , Ed.

For June, July and August th ere  w ill be  no regular 
m eetings of e ith er th e  board of directors or th e  
general m em bersh ip.  Meetings w ill resum e  as 
before  beginning in Septem ber.  Ch eck  th e  w eb  site  
or th e  new sletter for particulars and H APPY 
FLYING th is sum m er!

May T/D Conte st R e sults
Cliff H unter, CD

Th e  th erm al duration contest w as h eld on May 18, 
2008 at th e  Pow ay field. Th e  contest started at 9 :00 
am  and ended at 11:00 am . Th e  w eath er w as clear 
and crisp and h ot 100 degree s. Th ere  w as little 
th erm al activity and w h en w e  h ad som e  it w as very 
ligh t.  You w ere  e ith er up or dow n.

We h ad 12 pilots sh ow  up to fly – Th e  form at w as 
3, 5, 7, and 9  m inute  fligh ts w ith  a runw ay 100 
point landing. Th e  follow ing are  th e  final scores for 
th e  event:

1.) Steve Condon 39 38.4

2.) Mik e  Sm ith 39 26.0

3.) K e ith  Fink enbe iner 3804.0

4.) Eric H offm an 3721.7

5.) Garth  W arner 3704.3

6.) Arth ur Mark iew icz 369 5.3

7.) Al Bendett 369 2.9

8.) Scott Condon 369 1.7

9 .) Cliff H unter 3689 .3

10.) D on V. 3568.1

11.) Peter LeD uc 3413.3

12.) Parvez K am iab 2487.1



Slope  Activitie s
M ik e  Lance, Safety O fficer TPG

May provided a great m onth  of flying at Torrey 
Pines. Th e  w inds h ave been consistence  at about 
12m ph  and beautiful flying days. 

O n th e  w ee k end of th e  19 th  and 20th  w e  w ere  
treated to th e  full scale Ash -26 E cruising th e  cliff 
for about 4 h ours. W h at a sigh t to see  and you 
k now  th e  w ind is good w h en h e  is  th ere. I w as 
flying m y 1/3 scale D G-600 and h ad th e  pleasure  
of getting to cruise   along side  th e  full scale. H e  
m ade  a turn and cam e  up along side  of m e  and 
w e  just flew  along togeth er. I w iggled m y w ings at 
h im  and th en turned aw ay. H e  w ent th e  oth er 
direction. W h at a th rill. 

I m ade  th e  m aiden fligh t on m y 1/2 scale TG-2 
and it flew  perfect. W h at a sigh t to finally see  th e  
b ig b ird in th e  air.If you go to R C groups th ere  
are  som e  pictures posted of th e  m aiden fligh t. I 
w ill fly it again at th e  JR  Aero Tow  at th e  end of 
May. All h as been very sm ooth  at Torrey. 

Mak e  sure  to h ave a spotter w ith  you w h en you 
com e  to fly at Torrey as it is a very busy tim e  of 
th e  year. See  you all at Torrey Pines, Mik e.

Sum m e r Fun-Flys:
An Editorial
Bill Eck le s , Ed.

We've h ad several fun flies already th is sum m er, 
but frank ly, lots of "fun" h as been m issing.  O nly 
once  h ave w e  experienced a turnout of m ore  th an 
a couple guys.  R ecently, w h en Tiger and Ph il 
playing in th e  US O pen prevented flying at th e  
Glider Port, it se em ed reasonable to m eet at th e  
Pow ay T/D  field.  Not to be...no one  sh ow ed.

Now, w e  are  not trying to dictate  th at you "w ant" 
to fly, m uch  less w h en you w ant to do it or w h ere. 
 Still, th e  idea of our sum m er fun fly is to 
com bine  relaxed attitudes w ith  th e  opportunity 
for th e  less sk illed pilots to benefit from  lessons 
by th e  m ore  experienced club m em bers.  If no 
one  sh ow s up, w e  can h ardly do any teach ing.

We m ay be  caugh t in a box w h ere  th e  m ore  
experienced fliers figure  th ere  w ill be  no one  to 
teach  w h ile th e  less experienced ones doubt th ere  
w ill be  teach ers available.  O r, it m ay be  th at th e  
club m em bers sim ply h ave too m uch  stuff going 

on to spend tim e  at e ith er th e  slope  or th e  TD  
field.

Please, send m e  a note.  An e -m ail to Bill 
Eck les at tunabik er1@ h otm ail.com  w ill 
provide  inform ation on w h at th e  issues are. 
 O nce  w e  k now  th em , th e  board of directors 
can act to m ak e  flying just th at m uch  m ore  
fun th an it is today!  w e  need your h elp to 
rem edy an aw k w ard situation.  Please  
h elp...and, sh oot for next Th ursday afternoon 
at th e  Torrey Pines Glider Port for som e  fun 
flying!

A Ne w  O ly III
Bill Eck le s , Ed.

I needed a w inter project, som eth ing th at 
w ould m ak e  m e  feel good in term s of 
accom plish m ents and also th e  plane's flying 
ability.  I ordered an R ES k it from  R ay H ayes 
at Sk yBench  called th e  O ly III.  I h oped to 
build a new  plane th at w ould fly faster and 
better and offer m ore  ch ances to start 
com peting th an m y previous "flat" airfoils 
provided.  Th e  k it arrived and I w as excited...

Unfortunately, R ay and I speak  different 
languages w h en it com es to instructions.  H e  
expects h is  builders to h ave m ore  k now ledge  
th an m y lim ited experience  provides.  So, it 
took  a long tim e  to m ak e  th is plane, but th at 
is not th e  story...

I w ork ed h ard, figuring and planning, trying 
and fitting, m ak ing it all fit.  I did w h at I 
could to k e ep th e  airfoil of th e  w ing ribs; 
don't sand off th e  laser m ark s.  Sh eeting th e  
D -box w as a b it of a ch allenge  to h old th e  
sh ape  w h ile th e  epoxy set w ith out crush ing 
pieces or w arping alignm ent.  I even epoxied 
.007 strips of carbon on th e  outer surfaces of 
th e  spar for th e  center w ing panels, sw earing 
alm ost constantly as I slow ly  sanded dow n 
th e  spar to accom odate  th e  extra th ick ness in 
th e  ribs' slots.  Th e  em pennage  w as straigh t 
forw ard, but I sk ipped ligh tening h oles rath er 
th an risk  tearing up perfectly good balsa w ith  
an errant h ole saw. I even put togeth er a w ay 
to h old th e  cock pit on w h ile securing th e  
cover to th e  fuselage betw een th e  w ings.  

Covering w ork ed pretty w ell.  Because  m y 



step- son is a Broncos fan, I w ent w ith  orange  over 
blue, th e  team  colors.  I forsook  Monok ote  for 
O racover...I h ad h ad difficulty getting th e  form er to 
sh rink  w ell w ith  m y inexperienced stretch ing w ith  a 
h eat gun.  It cam e  out w ell, th ough , and look s pretty 
darned good.  So great to h ave som eth ing to cover a 
m ultitude  of errors.  I used servos in each  w ing, 
joined by a "Y" h arness for th e  spoilers, sh unning th e  
m uch  m ore  com plicated flaps suggested in th e  
instructions.

Now  it w as balance tim e.  An old sm ash ed-up fish ing 
w e igh t got m e  close  and anoth er ounce  of # 1 sh ot 
th at I h ad bough t for construction w e igh ts got m e  
righ t on track .  Th e  de signer h ad suggested th e  CG be  
located just ah ead of th e  spar; th e  tow  h ook  located 
just be h ind it.  Th at's w h at I did, de spite  m y 
appre h ension at risk ing a launch  sh aped lik e  a "Q ".  I 
set th e  lelvator and th e  rudder as nearly straigh t as m y 
eyes could tell.  I h ad already scoped th e  alignm ent of 
th e  w ings and em pennage  and h ad th em  as close  to 
perpendicular as I could m anage.

It w as tim e  to h it th e  Pow ay flying field.  I loaded up 
th e  Miata w ith  a couple bottles of w ater, a trail m ix 
bar, m y transm itter, th e  trusty NSP h igh  start and m y 
new  b ird.  A couple h and tosse s sh ock ed m e.  Sh e  
flew  straigh t and true  
and th e  glide  into th e  
breeze  (it w as m id-
afternoon) w as over 
150 feet!  I even tried 
th e  spoilers and th ey 
w ork ed, so I felt a b it 
m ore  com frotable. 
 Still, I w as q uite  
concerned at w h at 
com bination of h ook  
placem ent, speed of 
th e  h igh  start and th e  
duration of th e  pull 
w ould produce!

I put th e  line  over m y 
sh oulder, h ook ed th e  
ring on th e  tow  h ook  
and started w alk ing 
into th e  w ind. 
 Appre h ensively I passed 50 steps and finally stopped 
at 70.  A final w iggle of th e  controls convinced m e  
th at all w as at least functioning.  I th rew  h er as flat as 
m y trem bling arm s could th row  h er, all th e  tim e  
calculating w h at I w ould do if sh e  just h eaded dow n, 
pulled righ t or left or accom plish ed a pop-off at 
fifteen feet.  I w as ready for anyth ing.

W h at's th is?  Sh e  rotated upw ard.  Sh e  clim bed straigh t.  I 
h adn't even touch ed th e  righ t stick .  O n up, up, up...sh e  
flattened out as th e  h igh  start reach ed its full h e igh t.  Soon I 
noticed th e  orange  parach ute  of th e  h igh  start floating in 
th e  breeze  and O ly w as off h er leash .  A couple click s of up 
k ept h er from  landing too soon, but righ t and left w ere  fine, 
even in th e  afternoon breezes.  Th is th ing actually w ork ed! 
 And I h ad m ade  it!  W h at a concept?!

Sure, I can m ale lots of adjustm ents.  I can fix som e  
m istak e s I m ade  building h er.  But, I cannot ask  for m ore  
righ t now.  Th e  dark  blue stands out against th e  sk y.  As I 
turn, th e  orange  contrasts dram atically w ith  Pow ay's azure. 
 Th ose  132" w ings look  m ajestic as th ey circle in th e  first 
th erm al.  For now, all is w ell.

Th ese  are  rew ards th at I get from  building m y ow n plane. 
 Yes, th ere  are  risk s, but I am  pleased at h ow  w ell m y 
attem pts to follow  directions h ave produced a good, solid 
flying plane.  Follow ing th is first fligh t, m y confidence  
allow ed m e  to proceed on back  to 100 steps and a faster, 
h igh ter launch .  O nly six m inutes, but it as a fligh t I'll never 
forget.  I h ad succeeded in com bining good m aterials w ith  
reasonable sk ills and produced a product I could be  proud 
of.  Now, w e'll see  h ow  w ell it leads m e  into com peting w ith  
you guys in th e  m onth ly TD  contests.  I'm  look ing forw ard!

Above: Th is is O ly III 
before h er m aiden 

voyage  launch  at th e 
Poway T/D field. 

 W ingspan is 132", 
length  64" and weigh t 

3#  14 oz .
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President

Parviz K am iab 760-415-0374 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com

Vice President  D avid K lein 858-336-7827 d.jam e s .k le in@ gm ail.com
Past President
Secretary Adam  Sm ith 858-278-8088 w h olem an55@ aol.com
Treasurer Th om  Minegar 760-436-2301 tom @ m inegafinancial.com
Mem bersh ip

Parviz K am iab 760-415-0374 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com

New sletter Editor Bill Eck les 858-703-4521 tunabik er1@ h otm ail.com
W inch m aster Eric H offm an 619 -750- 9 151 m 33@ cox.net
H LG Coordinator D rew  Arnett 858-722-3651 arnett.drew @ gm ail.com
Th erm al Coordinator Parviz K am iab 760-415-0374 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com
SC2 R eprepsentative K eith  Fink enbiner 760-216-6349 k e ith one@ cox.net
Training Coordinator
Slope Coordinator Adam  Sm ith 858-278-8088 w h olem an55@ aol.com
Webm aster Steve H urd 760- 9 43-8304 steve@ torreypinesgulls.org
R affle Ch airm an Joh n Bruner

Alan "Moose" Butler
858-278-3378
619 -200-6034

jjbruner@ san.rr.com
m oose_ daddy@ h ostm ail.com

IH LGF R egistrar R on Sch arck 619 - 9 13-49 49 sch arck @ k w.com
TP Soaring Council R ep (TPG) M ik e  Lance/David Klein
TP Soaring Council R eg (AMA) Joe H olzm an
Safety O fficer, Slope Mik e  Lance

Torre y Pine s  Gulls Board of Dire ctors  -- 2008

Cliff H unter 760-744-639 6 cfh unter@ h ugh e s.net

Club M entors

Parviz K am iab
858-824-6351
Pow ay Field

Adam  Sm ith
858-278-8088
Torrey Slope

Alan "Moose" Butler
619 -200-6034
Torrey Slope

Safety O fficer, Pow ay Parviz K am iab 760-415-0374 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com
H istorian Gary Fogel gfogel@ natural-selection.com



Trading Page
Buy, Sell or Trade

Multiplex Easy Glider RR NNIB.  (Nearly new in box)  Th e version with  
th e servos already installed.  Just glue on th e tail, attach  th e included 
push rods, install battery and receiver, balance,and fly.  Th e only th ing 
k eeping it from  being NIB is I painted th e canopy and th e underside of 
th e wings and stab various sh ades of blue.  It's better th an NIB... if you 
lik e blue. $150

3m  EPP Fox scale glider k it NIB.    $175

Spirit 10 0  k it NIB.   $75

Multiplex Profi 40 0 0  Transm itter.  Latest m ods for synth esiz ed
frequency m odule and sh ift select.  Also h as standard m odule with
several crystals.  Extra battery pack .  Beck er and standard antenna. 
Multiplex alum inum  storage case.  Lik e new condition. $750

Multiplex EVO  9 .  Lik e new condition.  Used by original owner for less 
th an a year and used as back up only for past 2 years.  Com es with  
carrying case and transfer cord.  And m y trick  sailplane setups.$30 0

JR 388 transm itter.  Super secret updates to give it th e sam e 
functionality as an 810 3.  Needs a new battery. $75

Sh aron Pro 3.7 airfram e, no radio installed.  I bough t it used with out th e 
servos th at were used to fly it less th an a doz en tim es by th e original 
owner.  Never got around to installing m y own gear.  Som e Poway style 
scratch es under th e wing tips from  landing at SW SA.  O th er th an th at, 
just lik e new.  W h ite over blue.   $1,0 0 0

CR Raider unlim ited slope racer fuselage with  th e vertical tail cut off for 
installation of a v- tail.  Still h ave th e part th at was cut off so it could be 
reattach ed. $75

Contact Rick  Sh elby at (858) 688 8214 or k tm le@ yah oo.com






