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Th re e , W e  H ave
Th re e  Fie lds!
Bill Eck le s , Ed.

At th e  start of 2009  our Torrey Pines Gulls h ave 
th ree  functioning flying fields.  In addition to th e  
fam ous Glider Port location at Torrey Pines and 
th e  refresh ed site  in Pow ay, w e  h ave a brand, 
spank ing new  facility in Encinitas.  Not to gloat, 
but very few  flying clubs can say th at in today's 
crow ded, urban spraw l th at m ak e s up th e  areas 
w h ere  m ost soaring fanatics re side.

We are  blessed.  Th rough  a com bination of far 
sigh ted club m em bers and cooperative  m unicipal 
leaders and an exceptional record of good 
ne igh bor cultivation, th e  Gulls h ave cem ented 
long term  relationsh ips in th e se  th ree  locations. 
 W h ile oth er clubs, e specially in south ern 
California, are  losing access to good lift areas, w e  
h ave m anaged to add to our opportunitie s.

Th e  Torre y Pine s  Glide r Port rem ains th e  
signature  site  for our club.  It is an uniq ue  
location th at provides reliable, flyable lift and one  
of th e  m ost beautiful locations in th e  United 
States.  D ay fee s are  $7.00, but your Gulls 
m em bersh ip and cooperation in follow ing som e  
sim ple rules gives you th e  ability to use  th is w orld-
fam ous flying site.  Th e  ocean breeze  com es in 
alm ost every day, h its th ose  sandstone  bluffs and 
allow s us to fly everyth ing from  Gentle Ladie s to 
ballasted slope  rock ets in th e  lift it produces.

R ules are  sim ple.  Fly w ith  a buddy, spotter and 
k e ep blue sk y betw een your sh ip and oth ers and 
you'll do pretty fine.  O f course, th e  
concessionaire  w ants a b it of m oney to use  th e  
facility, but it is m odest considering w h at it 
delivers.  Landings sh ould be  in th e  de signated 
area and care  m ust be  tak en to provide  a w ide  
berth  for th e  m anned aircraft to m aneuver, but 
oth erw ise  "good sense" prevails.  Be  sure  to use  
th e  freq uency board and, w h enever possible, h ave 
a spotter to h elp.  Senior pilots w ill gladly h elp 
overcom e  th ose  new -guy jitters and sign off on 
your passing th e  basic sk ills test th at q ualify you 

to sail th ere.

Th e  Pow ay Fligh t Ce nte r is  located just off 
Pow ay R oad on Garden R oad and across from  
th e  elem entary sch ool on th e  east side  of 
Pow ay.  Enter th e  gate  using e ith er th e  
com bination (get it from  Parviz) or th e  k ey (get 
it from  Parviz) lock  and turn righ t before  you 
get to th e  cree k .  Follow  your nose  and park  at 
th e  east end of th e  m ow ed launch /land area 
and set up your w inch  or h igh  start.

Be sure  to ch eck  freq uencie s using our new  
board.  D on't buzz any h orse s; in fact, give  
th em  w ide  berth , too, and NEVER  fly over th e  
property on th e  h ill be h ind you on th e  east end 
of th e  property.  You w ill find th e  lift can be  
spectacular, e specially w h en th e  dark  ground 
cover h eats up in th e  m id-m orning sun and 
th ose  little w h ispy clouds sh ow  w h ere  th e  air is  
going up.  If you're  luck y, a friendly red-tail 
h aw k  or a playful raven w ill lead th e  w ay.  Th is 
area h as provided m any a TPG soaring fan 
h ours of fun, com petition and even relaxation 
in a pastoral setting th at is difficult to m atch  in 
m ost urban flying locations.

Up in Encinitas , east of Cam ino R eal and just 
w est of Encinitas Boulevard is a b ig old landfill 
th at currently sports green, ank le deep grass, 
park ing areas, cem ent platform s for club 
w inch e s and even a clean porta-pottie  
m aintained by San D iego County.  

O ur club h as leased access to th is area and h as 
dre ssed th e  field up w ith  barriers and facilitie s 
to m ak e  our flying fun and care  free.  R ules are  
posted, but th ey sim ply re inforce  our need to be  
good ne igh bors to th e  people re siding in th e  
area as w ell as th e  m aintenance  people w h o run 
th e  capturing of m eth ane  from  th e  refuse  
buried th ere.  

Access is  gained th rough  a lock ed gate  at th e  
east end of th e  landfill and our club lock  
(labeled, get th e  k ey from  Parviz).  Th e  ow ners' 
b iggest concern is th at w e  break  noth ing and do 
not penetrate  th e  m em brand separating th e  
refuse  from  th e  atm osph ere...
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San D iego, CA 

H appy New  Year!
2009 !



Calendar dates subject to ch ange.  Please  review  th e  calendar each  m onth  and w atch  th e  
TPGulls@ yah oogroups.com  list for updates.

Th e  Torrey Pines Gulls
R adio Control Soaring Society
A non-profit society w h ose  prim ary purpose  
is  to support and encourage  th e  activitie s of 
its m em bers engaged in radio controlled 
sailplane flying

Next General M eeting...
February 10 at 7:00 PM
San D iego Aerospace  Museum
Balboa Park

Month H LG R ES/TD

NO  FLYING IS ALLO W ED  FO R  FIVE 
DAYS FO LLO W ING A R AINFALL.  

R ain is defined as e ith er 1/4" or creating 
puddles.  Park  in m ark ed areas only.  D rive  NO  
stak e s.  Use  th e  club eq uipm ent w h enever 
possible.

H ere  is  w h ere  w e  h ave club contests (TD ) and 
SCSC contests, so th e  contest director decides 
and rules.  Th is is  anoth er w onderful site  w ith  
plenty of room  to fly and lots of lift under even 
m odest conditions.

So w h y all th e  talk ?  We are  priviledged to h ave 
th ree  very good places to exercise  our soaring 
passions.  More  th an m ost clubs.  O ur 
m em bersh ip dues are  sm all.  O ur club is active  
and tak e s good care  of th e se  locations.  Use  
th em , too!  K eep active!  Let your friends k now  
about th e  club.  Spread th e  w ord and encourage  
m any m ore  to participte  w ith  us.  Contests or 
solo, th is is  th e  stuff of w h ich  great m em orie s 
are  m ade.  Good flying!

(SC)2 TD O th er Meeting
Board/General

Th e  "Ne w  De al" 
on Due s
Bill Eck le s , Ed.

For 2009  w e  h ave a new  set of rules for club 
m em bersh ip dues.  Th e  dollar am ount rem ains 
th e  sam e  at $40.  H ow ever, w e  w ill begin allow ing 
credits tow ard NEXT year's dues for organized 
club w ork  of $10 for each  "w ork day" se ssion of 
four h ours.  Th ere  is  a m axim um  allow ed am ount 
of $20.  Th is is  be ing im plem ented to h elp offset 
an increase  next year to $60, or th at sam e  $20 
am ount increase.

Sound confusing?  It's not.  To get m ore  guys out 
to h elp m aintain our th ree  flying sites, th e  board 
decided credit for tim e  w ork ed w ould be  a good 
trade  off, so h ere  you go.  Th e  guys w h o w ant to 
tak e  it easy can do so at th e  cost price  of an extra 
$20;  th e  re st of us h old our dues at th e ir current 
level.  Th ink  it w ill w ork ?  We  h ope  so and look  
forw ard to see ing all of you out h elping w ith  
contests and m ow ing th e  grass.

R ES/TD
Contest D irector

January 18 Steve Condon No Conte st 6/13
February 15 Larry Jolly. Ph oenix 3/10

March 15 D on R ich m ond. 3/10
April 7/14
May 17 Cliff H unter 5/12

June 14 Terry Th roop No Meeting

July 19 Steve Condon No Meeting

August 16 Scott Condon No Meeting

Septem b 13 Tom  K ie sling 1/8
O ctober 18 K eith  Fink enbiner Visalia 4 &  5 6/13

Novem b 18 D ave K lein 3/10
D ecem be 14 Mik e  Sm ith 1/8

Ae rotow  in Fe bruary
February 21 at Palom ar Flyer Club.  I-15 at 76! 
Be  th ere!
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Torre y Pine s  Gulls Board of Dire ctors  -- 2008

Cliff H unter 760-744-639 6 cfh unter@ h ugh e s.net

Club M entors

Parviz K am iab
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Adam  Sm ith
858-278-8088
Torrey Slope

Alan "Moose" Butler
619 -200-6034
Torrey Slope

Safety O fficer, Parviz K am iab 760-415-0374 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com
H istorian Gary Fogel gfogel@ natural-selection.com



See Moose for Sm og 
and m ore!

Flying at Torre y...
Lenny Brzezins k i

O ne day in D ecem ber:

 I w as on vacation for th e  Ch ristm as 
h olidays so I planned to get as m uch  flying 
in as possible during m y tim e  off.  Th e  day 
after Ch ristm as w as to be  a flying day for 
m e. My w ife  h ad to w ork  so it w as off to 
Torrey Pines glider port.  I k new  it w ould 
be  a good day for flying som eth ing fast. 
 Th e  w ind w as blow ing about 10 to 15 
m ph .  I took  th e  P51 m ustang, P38 and th e  
Alpina.  As to m y surprise  on m y arrival at 
Torrey, th ere  w ere  oth ers th at h ad th e  sam e  
idea as m e.  Th ere  w ere  a few  sm all fast 
gliders, som e  larger ones, and th en th ere  
w as one  h alf scale glider.  I h ave seen 3 
m eter, 4 m eter, 5 m eter, even 6 m eter 
gliders flying at Torrey.  Th is w as an 8.8 
m eter, 1/2 scale D G1000. 

Th e  glider is ow ned by Mario.  It w as 
som ew h ere  about 28 foot 6 inch . Th is w as 
th e  b iggest glider I h ad ever se en.  It 
w e igh ed in at 80 lbs.  If w e  w ere  to th row  it 
off th e  cliff it w ould tak e  four people to 
launch  it.  Th e  plan w as to auto-tow  it. 
After setting it up w e  did a pre  run w ith  th e  
launch  ve h icle.  Everyth ing ch eck ed out 
O K .  After ch eck ing and double ch eck ing 
everyth ing, it w as tim e  to launch  th is 
m onster radio control glide.  It w as flaw less 
and w ith out a doubt an aw esom e  site  to 
see. 

I guess it is just in a day of flying at Torrey 
Pines.  

Ae ro-Tow
Lenny Brzezns k i

D ecem ber aero-tow

Th e  m orning w as cold, m id to upper 40's.  I didn't 
k now  if it w ould be  a good day for th erm als or 
not.  Th e  Palom ar flyers h osted th is event.  Th ey 
are  trying to do an aero-tow  every tw o m onth s. 
 h ttp://w w w.palom arrcflyers.org/  

Th ere  w ere  4 glider pilots th ere  w ith  th e ir 4 m eter 
gliders.  Tom , Gary, D on and Lenny.  By 11:00 w e  
w ere  tak ing off our jack ets.  It turned out to be  a 
great day for th erm als.  Everyone  w as h aving a 
great tim e.

Above: H alf scale 
glider provide s  a s h ow  
at TP Gliderport in 
Decem ber!
Ph oto by Lenny

Above: Tow er and 
tow ee  at Palom ar 
in Decem ber.
Ph oto by Lenny



An O pe n Le tte r to TPG Me m be rs
M ik e  Sm ith , Pow ay Field Coordinator

Decem ber 15, 2008

Th ank  you TPG.

You h ave once  again proven your generosity. You h ave also inspired generosity in oth ers and 
in th e  sh ops th at serve  us. D iscount H obby W are h ouse  graciously discounted our gifts for th e  
Pow ay ow ner, and as of righ t now, I th ink  w e  h ave nearly double th e  contributions th an th e  
gifts actually cost. Th e  extra m oney is in th e  capable h ands of Mr. Tom  Minegar, th e  TPG 
treasurer, and w ill be  used to pay for som e  of th e  field m aintenance  th at is sure  to be  needed 
after th e  w eeds and oats grow  from  our recent rains...

I delivered to our generous land ow ner a R eal Fligh t G-3 fligh t sim ulator, and an R TF Blade  
400 3D  h elicopter on Saturday evening.  Needless to say, h e  w as very h appy to rece ive  th e se  
gifts of appreciation. H e  ask ed m e  to forw ard h is  th ank s to th e  club, and to say th at h e  is  
h appy to be  providing th e  new  field area to us. 

I feel lik e  w e  did a very good th ing h ere, and I w ant to encourage  each  and every one  of our 
m em bers to m ak e  sure  th at th e  land th at w e  do "borrow " and th e  ne igh borh ood nearby, is 
very w ell cared for and re spected. If w e  continure  to be  as consciencious as w e  h ave been, w e  
w ill lik ely prom ote  th e  sport on top of h aving land ow ners th at are  actually proud to h ave us 
on th e ir land. 

Great w ork  everyone. Enjoy Pow ay, enjoy Encinitas, and enjoy your h obby.

Sincerely,

Mik e  Sm ith






