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Board Me e ting Sum m ary
Bill Eck le s , Ed.

Th e  club board of directors m et on Tuesday, 
March  3 at its custom ary location, D enny's on 
Miram ar R oad.  Follow ing is a brief sum m ary of 
th e  topics th at w ere  discussed and th e ir outcom es:

Th is m onth 's general m eeting w ill be  th e  annual 
Sw ap Meet.  Bring your garaged item s th at never 
get flow n and let th em  becom e  som eone  else's 
burden.  O f course, you are  ecpected to h elp 
relieve som eone  else  of th e irs, so th e  w e igh t 
be ing distributed rem ains th e  sam e.  H opefully, 
one  m an;s burden w ill find anoth er's lift.

Th e  recent w inds and constant UV exposure  h as 
relegated th e  orange  plastic netting at Encinitas to 
sh reds.  Cliff found som e  good soccer netting 
th at w ill resist sunligh t degredation and is also 
affordable, so th e  board voted to allow  
expenditures to purcah se  it.  Cliff w ill m easure  to 
determ ine  th e  q uantity and th en w e'll all h elp 
install it.  It sh ould be  easy.

We h ad som e  flier  h is  ve h icle carry h is  
w inch  to th e  launch ing area at Encinitas, at least 
judging by th e  dulie  track s left in th e  grass.  Th is 
is  forbidden, so please  do not let it h appen again! 
 Th is is  one  of th e  specific "no-no's" from  th e  
land fill m anagers.

We expect to h ave full scale flying at Torrey Pines 
Glider Port th rough  th is m onth , so be  ready for 
som e  im pressive  flying th ere.  We  MUST h ave a 
spotter to fly during th is activity, so pleae  be  
prepared.  Again, th is is  im portant and not using 
a spotter at th is tim e  can jeopardize  our access to 
th e  slopt.

R e m inde rs  on R ule s
Bill Eck le s , Ed.

We seem  to be  getting a b it casual about our 
flying activitie s as noted above.  H ere  are  a couple 
rem inders intended to sim ply k e ep you m indful 
th at th ere  are  som e  im portant flying procedures 
to m ine  if w e  are  to m aintain our strong position 

w ith  TH R EE flying sites for club m em bers.

Pow ay:  Th ings h ere  are  easy.  Th e  sam e  rules as 
before  apply to th e  new  location for launch  and 
land.  Just be  sure  to use  th e  new  area 
designations.  Also, w e  h ave yet to m ak e  a new  
freq uency board, so pay particular attention to 
oth er fliers in th e  vicinity and TALK  TO  
EACH  O TH ER  regarding freq uency usage, 
even if you h ave a 2.4 transm itter.

H orse s are  less of a problem  th an before, but 
please  be  aw are  of h orse  traffic and tak e  pains 
to avoid th em .  Even sh adow s from  overh ead 
gliders can spook  som e  h orse s, so please  m ak e  
any errors to be  from  over attentiveness th an 
under attentiveness.

Encinitas:  NO  D R IVING O N TH E GR ASS! 
 Be  sure  to park  in th e  de signated lot and use  
th e  new  freq uency board.  It's plexiglass and 
look s great.  Mind its purpose.  R em em ber, no 
flying for at least five  days after a rain.  Pick  up 
your trash  and if you w ould, tak e  a trash  bag 
h om e  w ith  you to a trash  can.  Lock  th e  gates 
be h ind you w h en you leave.

Glider Port:  It h as becom e  a rule, not just good 
form , to use  a spotter w h enever possible.  Also, 
be  careful of paragliders and h ang glider traffic. 
 If you sh ould lose  your plane on th e  bluff, go 
th e  th e  concession ffice  to req uest h elp 
retrieving it.  It is illegal to be  clim bing around 
on th e  unstable cliffs as w ell as very bad 
judgem ent.  We'll confirm  it, but last ch eck  
sh ow ed a guy w h o w ould retrive  your plane for 
$20.  Th at is q uite  a bargain and w ay, w ay safer.

Program s
Joh n Brunner, Co-ch airm an of Raffles

Th e  raffle th is m onth  w ill be  replaced w ith  our 
annual SWAPMEET. Bring lots of m oney for 
som e  of th e  bargains th at w ill confront you. 
 Also, bring lots of stuff so you can go h om e  
w ith  m oney, too!  Th e  raffle w ill return next 
m onth  w ith  b igger and better prizes th an ever.

PO  Box 370356
San D iego, CA 

M arch  W ind 
Doth  Blow !



Calendar dates subject to ch ange.  Please  review  th e  calendar each  m onth  and w atch  th e  
TPGulls@ yah oogroups.com  list for updates.

Th e  Torrey Pines Gulls
R adio Control Soaring Society
A non-profit society w h ose  prim ary purpose  
is  to support and encourage  th e  activitie s of 
its m em bers engaged in radio controlled 
sailplane flying

Next General M eeting...
March  10 at 7:00 PM
San D iego Aerospace  Museum
Balboa Park

Month H LG R ES/TD

Bluff Proce dure s
Bill Eck le s , ed.

About th e  end of February w h ile enjoying som e  
good lift at th e  Torrey Pines Glider Port, one  of 
our guys put h is  prozed aircraft into th e  
h allow ed bluffs w h ile avoiding a paraglider w h o 
launch ed into h is  path  w ith out w arning.  Torn 
betw een "good sense" and em otion, h e  opted to 
dare  decending th e  bluff to retrieve  h is  aircraft. 
 No surprise  th at th e  w et bluff gave w ay and h e  
slid to a m uch  m ore  aw k w ard position and 
needed to be  re scued from  h is  precarious perch . 
 Th is not only endangered h is  w ell bding, but 
also brough t out a team  of "rescuers" w h o spent 
valuable tim e  and re sources to aid in th e  retrieval 
of both  h im  and h is  aircraft.

Th is could h ave been avoided if tw o th ings h ad 
occurred.  First, th e  paraglider pilot could h ave 
and sh ould h ave announced h is  launch ing 
intentions, preventing th e  episode  all togeth er. 
 H ow ever, oncce  th e  plane w ent into th e  bluff, 
our m odel pilot could h ave and sh ould h ave 
reported th e  episode  to th e  de sk  at th e  
concession and rece ived valuable h elp in 
retrieving h is  plane.  TH IS IS TH E CO R R ECT 
BEH AVIO R !

(SC)2 TD O th er Meeting
B

Th e  bluffs are  dangerous and q uite  unstable.  It is 
not "ok " to clim b on th em , nor is it ok  to venture  
into unsafe  territory to retrieve  your crash ed 
aircraft.  If th is h appens to you, please  use  your 
discretion and get som e  q ualified h elp from  th e  
concessionaire  de sk .  Th ey h ave people w h o are  
both  auth orized and able to m ak e  such  retrievals 
and eq uipm ent to aid in th e  action. 

Pancak e s  at th e  Bluff
Bill Eck le s , ed.

Sunday m orning w as a busy tim e  at th e  bluff.  A 
collection of approxim ately 30 fliers gath ered to 
eat a pancak e  break fast provided by 

and learn a b it about th e  
conditions at th e  bluff.  Th e  old m anagem ent h as 
retired to O regon and th e  new  concessionaire  is  
R obin, a long tim e  flier and teach er and part of 
m anagem ent at th e  bluff.  H e  h ad th e  insigh t to 
see  th e  value of getting participants togeth er 
from  all flier groups w h o use  th e  facility to voice  
th e ir concerns, praise s and criticism s of activitie s 
under th e  new  m anagem ent.  A good discussion 
took  place along w ith  statem ents from  k ey 
representatives of r/c flying, paragliding, h ang 
gliding and full size  sailplane flying. 

R ES/TD
March 15 D on R ich m ond. 28, 29  TP Clas s ic 3/10
April 19 Parviz K am iab 19  Encinitas 7/14
May 17 Cliff H unter 17 SULA 5/12

June 14 Terry Th roop 28 EDSF No Meeting

July 19 Steve Condon 26 H SS No Meeting

August 16 Scott Condon 30 TOSS No Meeting
Sept 13 Tom  K ie sling 27 ISS 1/8

O ctober 18 K eith  Fink enbiner 25 Encinitas Visalia 4 &  5 6/13
Novem b 18 D ave K lein 22 Rain Date 3/10
D ecem b 14 Mik e  Sm ith 1/8



President

Parviz K am iab 760-415-0374 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com

Vice President  D avid K lein 858-336-7827 d.jam e s .k le in@ gm ail.com
Past President
Secretary Adam  Sm ith 858-278-8088 w h olem an55@ aol.com
Treasurer Th om  Minegar 760-436-2301 tom @ m inegarfinancial.co
Mem bersh ip

Parviz K am iab 760-415-0374 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com

New sletter Editor Bill Eck les 858-703-4521 tunabik er1@ h otm ail.com
W inch m aster Eric H offm an 619 -750- 9 151 m 33@ cox.net
H LG Coordinator D rew  Arnett 858-722-3651 arnett.drew @ gm ail.com
Th erm al Coordinator Parviz K am iab 760-415-0374 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com
SC2 R eprepsentative K eith  Fink enbiner 760-216-6349 k e ith one@ cox.net
Training Coordinator
Slope Coordinator Adam  Sm ith 858-278-8088 w h olem an55@ aol.com
Webm aster Steve H urd 760- 9 43-8304 steve@ torreypinesgulls.org
R affle Ch airm en Joh n Bruner

Alan "Moose" Butler
858-278-3378
619 -200-6034

jjbruner@ san.rr.com
m oose_ daddy@ h ostm ail.com

IH LGF R egistrar R on Sch arck 619 - 9 13-49 49 sch arck @ k w.com
TP Soaring Council R ep (TPG) D avid K lein/Mik e  Lance 858-336-7827 d.jam e s .k le in@ gm ail.com
TP Soaring Council R eg (AMA) Joe H olzm an
Safety O fficer, Slope Mik e  Lance

Torre y Pine s  Gulls Board of Dire ctors  -- 2008

Cliff H unter 760-744-639 6 cfh unter@ h ugh e s.net

Club M entors

Parviz K am iab
858-824-6351
Pow ay Field

Adam  Sm ith
858-278-8088
Torrey Slope

Alan "Moose" Butler
619 -200-6034
Torrey Slope

Safety O fficer, Parviz K am iab 760-415-0374 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com
H istorian Gary Fogel gfogel@ natural-selection.com



See Moose for Sm og 
and m ore!

R obin gave a run dow n of th e  current 
situation.  H e  h as bough t th e  concession 
and agrees to provide  all th e  collateral 
support such  as toilets, property taxes, 
trash  rem oval and insurance.  San D iego 
City, w h ile th ey ow n th e  property, tak e  no 
revenues from  th is business.  R obin 
stressed th e  precarious nature  of our access 
to th e  h istoric TP Glider Port.  Th e  city 
 could close  th e  operation w ith  no notice.  

Bruce  Elder, an attorney and pilot w h o h as 
provided assistance  to R obin, clarified th e  
legalitie s involved.  H e  stressed th at UCSD  
h ad com plete  control of th e  surrounding 
property including th at of th e  runw ay area 
and acted in its be st interest on use  
decisions.  Th ey are  not interested in flying.

Ed Slater inform ed us th at full scale 
gliders h ad rece ived a perm it to use  
th e  glider port during March  and 
April.  Th ey can use  h elp and w ill 

reciprocate  w ith  benefits (read freeb ie s) w h erever 
th ey can.  Sh ow  up to h elp th em  and th ey'll try to 
h elp you.  Because  of th e  Stem  Cell R esearch  
building, th e  landing pattern h as ch anged.  W h en 
flying w ith  full size  gliders, be  extra careful, use  a 
spotter and pay attention to w h at is going on 
around you.  Th is is  not only uniq ue  flying, but 
also h as serious conseq uences to risk y be h avior. 
 D on't m ak e  a h igh -conseq uence  m istak e.

Mik e  Lance em ph asized th e  need for ALL to 
follow  rules and prevent injury to e specially 
paraglider pilots and visitors.  H e  em ph asized th e  
need for spotters and careful attention in front, 
be h ind and to both  side s w h ile flying.  Maanned 
aircraft pilots w ere  adm onish ed to USE TH EIR  
W H ISTLES and, if unable, h oller!

All told, it w as a good and congenial m eeting. 
 R obin expects th em  to continue  on a m onth ly 
basis, perh aps w ith  a m ore  lim ited m enu but an 
expanded influence  on activity!

Left: R obin w as a 
gracious h ost w ith  lots 
of inform ation.

Left: Mik e  Lance 
represented us to 
th e  group and 
enjoyed flying 
afterw ard!

Far Left: Bruce  
Elder, pilot and 
attorney, provids 
lots of legal h elp.



For Sale
Yellow Mini Funtana electric airplane 
-  all com plete except receiver 
-  speed control and all servos Rudder, elevator, 
Flap Ailerons never flown $175.0 0  
Contact Cliff H unter 858- 775- 459 3

Trading Post
Buy Sell or Trade






