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Pre s ide nt’s  Me s sage
Cliff H unter, President

Th e  Club O fficers m et on March  8, 2007 w ith  a 
great turn out. Th e  next club officers’ m eeting is 
open to all m em bers as alw ays and w ill be  at 
R anch o Santa Fe Fire  D istrict Station # 1 and is 
sch eduled for April 5, 2007.
Big topic of discussion at th e  Board m eeting w as 
a new  perm anent th erm al site  located at th e  San 

Marcos Landfill.   Th om as J. Minegar a club 
m em ber h as draft a Lease  agreem ent on be h alf 
of th e  TPG w ith  th e  County of San D iego. We 
h ope  to h ear back  before  th e  next club m eeting. 
Also Th om as w ill be  at th e  next m eeting to 
answ er any q uestions m em bers m igh t h ave about 
th e  new  San Marcos site. 
D oug R ubin h as stepped up to th e  plate and is 
our new  Vice  – President w h o is in ch arge  of 
program s.  D oug prom ise s to bring som e  great 
program s th is year, th ank s D oug.
Th e  next Club m eeting is April 10, 2007 at th e  
Aerospace  Museum  at 7:00 pm  sh arp.
Gary Fogel w ill provide  an im prom ptu slide  sh ow  

on Larry Fogel interest in m odel aviation. Gary 
w ill bring in a few  old sailplanes, and som e  of 
h is  m em entos. It sh ould be  a great program . 
H ope  to see  you th ere!
D rew  Arnett h as proposed a great Sum m er 
Fun Fly on Th ursday evenings, event starting 
April 26 and ending August 23, 2007 on a 
w ee k ly basis.
H ere  is  th is m onth ’s sch edule:
April 5, 2007 Board Meeting
April 8, 2007 Easter D ay
April 10, 2007 TPG Club m eeting
April 15, 2007 Club Th erm al Contest Pow ay 
Field.  Parviz is th e  CD
April 16, 2007 TAX DAY
April 21, 2007 H andlauch  Contest Pow ay 
Field
April 22, 2007 SC2 Contest – located at 
TO SS
April 26, 2007 First Sum m er fun fly 
Gliderport Torrey Pines.
R em em ber th e  IH LC is June  2 &  3, 2007. 
D on’t forget to send your entry form  in after 
April 1, 2007 – th e  first 9 0 people are  in th e  
contest. We w ill once  again offer a D LG Clinic 
on Friday June  1, 2007 betw een noon and 2:00 
P.M. and a price  reduction for junior pilots. 
Th ere  w ill be  four classe s of pilots th is year: 
O pen, Junior (15 and under), Senior (16-19 ) 
and Eagle (55 and better). Each  class w ill h ave 
th e ir ow n set of aw ards.  It is a great contest 
and a lot of fun for all – great to w atch  also. 
Ch eck  th e  new sletter out for current 
inform ation.
H ope  to see  you at th e  field.
Safe  Flying,
Cliff

Slope  R acing R e turns  
to Torre y
David Klein, CD

Well folk s, w h at a race!
Th ere  is  definitely a strong love in th e  h earts 
of glider pilots for th e  Torrey Pines Glider 
Port.  It is referenced by m any as th e  

PO  Box 370356
San D iego, CA 9 2137
w w w.torreypinesgulls.org

Next General Meeting...
Tuesday April 10, 7:00 PM
San D iego Aerospace  Museum
Balboa Park

Above:March  24 saw  
a spur of th e  
m om ent slope  race  at 
Torrey.   A h ard turn 
on th e  south  still 
leaves room  for a 
h ang glider.

April w ill be  active  at all s ite s
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Month H LG R ES/TD R ES/TD
Contest D irector

(SC)2 TD O th er

Apr 21 15 Parviz K am iab 22 Tos s
May 12 20 Steve Condon 20 H SS 26 Sacram ento TD
Jun 2-3 10 D on R ich m ond 24 EDSF @  ISS 2-3 IH LGF
Jul 14 8 Terry Troop

Aug 18 12 K . Fink enbiner 26 SW SA
Sep 15 9 Cliff H unter 23 ISS
O ct 20 14 K . Fink enbiner 28 TPG (Pow ay) 6-7 Visalia TD
Nov 17 11 Parviz Kam iab 18 (M ak e -up Date)
D ec 1 9 Aaron Valdez

Meeting

10

8

12

(no m eeting)

(no m eeting)

11

9

13

11

birth place of Am erican slope  racing.  Th e  
rom anticism  felt by m any for th e  glider port 
becam e  q uick ly apparent w h en I announced 
th e  race  th ere.  I got m any ph one  calls and 
em ails from  pilots all over th e  nation, as w ell as 
from  oth er continents.  Many R SVPed th at 
th ey w ould be  attending th e  race.  I e stim ated 
20-30 pilots w ould sh ow  up for th e  event.
Tim  Bigley and R on Vann from  North ern 
California let m e  k now  th ey w ould arrive  on 
Friday to get in som e  extra tim e  in th e  
afternoon.
Tension rose  as th e  day approach ed w ith  m ost 
concern about th e  w eath er forecast.  It look ed 
lik e  ligh t conditions for racing, but flyable. 
 Friday saw  K yle Paulson and h is  son, K yler at 
th e  glider port around 2:30.  Soon after, R on 
Vann and Tim  Bigley sh ow ed up.  We  all got 
som e  air tim e  w ith  som e  locals including 
Adam  Sm ith , co- slope  coordinator for th e  
TPG.  Conditions look ed iffy, but w e  w ere  all 
excited.
Saturday at 9 :30 saw  several pilots at th e  slope  
including Tim  Cone and Mik e  K auffm an w h o 
h ad driven all th e  w ay from  North ern 
California just for th e  ch ance  to race  at Torrey 
Pines, de spite  th e  iffy conditions.  By 11:00 
ligh t w inds in th e  w rong direction h ad turned 
to 8-10 MPH  from  th e  w est and a roster of 24 
pilots signed up to race.  TH E R ACE WAS 
O N!
Conditions started ligh t, but built steadily and 
reach ed nearly 15 m ph  by th e  start of round 
one.  Nearly 6 h ours of uninterrupted racing 
follow ed, finally calling th e  race  at 5:30.
Tom  Copp really put on a sh ow.  H e  k new  
w h ere  th e  turns w ere, and even m ore  w h ere  
th e  lift band w as.  Th e  fast line  of th e  Torrey 

Pines bow l w as just on top of th e  cliff.  Tom  w as 
th reading th e  needle all day w ith  h is  yellow  Aris. 
 Tim  Cone and K yle Paulson both  flew  th e ir 
Aris extrem ely w ell and took  h om e  m edals for 
second and th ird place re spectively.  Tom  took  
first.  W ild Bill D elH agen look ed to h ave som e  
of th e  fastest line  speed of th e  day and took  
h om e  fourth  place w ith  h is  Sk orpian.  Mik e  
Sm ith , our h om e  tow n h ero, flew  h is  Altus very 
w ell.  K yler Paulson flew  super sm ooth .  Th is 
k id  is  only eleven years old and flew  h is  Ellipse  
2V better th an five  previous ow ners w h o h ad 

h anded th e  plane dow n rem em bered flying it!
It w as a fantastic day at Torrey Pines.  We  h ad 
great conditions and m any great pilots and 
friends to enjoy th e  day w ith .  Th ank s to th e  
Torrey Pines Glider Port, D ave Jebb and h is  
w ife, as w ell as all of th e  parasailers and h ang 
gliders for be ing supportive  and cooperative. 

Above:  Late 
M arch  included 
som e  stiff w inds , 
rolling s eas  and 
slipery sleds!
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Th e  Torrey Pines Gulls
R adio Control Soaring Society

A non-profit society w h ose  prim ary purpose  is  to 
support and encourage  th e  activitie s of its m em bers 
engaged in radio controlled sailplane flying

President Cliff H unter 760-744-639 6 cfh unter@ h ugh e s.net
Vice  President Doug Rubin 619 -9 25-5357 dougrubin@ san.rr.com
Past President Garth  W arner 760-746-49 49 gw arner@ sandiegozoo.org
Secretary Adam  Sm ith 858-278-8088 w h olem an55@ aol.com
Treasurer K e ith  Fink enbiner 760-216-6349 k e ith one@ cox.net
Mem bersh ip Parviz K am iab 858-824-6351 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com
New sletter Editor Bill Eck les 858-703-4521 tunabik er1@ earth link .net
W inch m aster Eric H offm an 619 -750- 9 151 m 33@ cox.net
H LG Coordinator D rew  Arnett 858-722-3651 arnett.drew @ gm ail.com
Th erm al Coordinator Parviz K am iab 858-824-6351 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com
SC2 R eprepsentative K eith  Fink enbiner 760-216-6349 k e ith one@ cox.net
Training Coordinator
Slope Coordinator Mik e  Lance m ik e.lance@ cobrausa.com
Webm aster Steve H urd 760- 9 43-8304 steve@ torreypinesgulls.org
R affle Ch airm an Joh n Bruner

Alan "Moose" Butler
858-178-3378
619 -200-6034

jjbruner@ san.rr.com
m oose_ daddy@ h ostm ail.com

IH LGF R egistrar R on Sch arck 619 - 9 13-49 49 sch arck @ k w.com
TP Soaring Council R ep (TPG)
TP Soaring Council R eg (AMA)
H istorian Gary Fogel gfogel@ natural-selection.com

 Th ey all did everyth ing th ey could 
to h elp our race  run sm ooth ly.  I 
h ope  to organize  anoth er F3F race  
at Torrey Pines next year, even 
expandint it to a 2-day F3F 
tournam ent.Ne w s  from  th e  Cliff
M ik e  Lance, Slope Coordinator

Activity at Torrey Pines h as been 
very sm ooth  w ith  ligh t w inds and 
sunny days. But,I do need to talk  to 
everyone  about th e  activity last w ee k end at 
Torrey. 
Th ere  w as slope  race  at Torrey Pines on 
Saturday w h ich  included an incident w h ere  one  
of th e  glass gliders in th e  race  h it th e  full scale 
glider com ing in for a landing.  Sim ply, th is can 
never h appen again. I beg all of you to h ave a 
spotter w ith  you at all tim es at Torrey Pines and 
observe  all th e  rules for flying at th ere. 
We  also h ad an incident on Sunday w h en an R C 
pilot cam e  very close  to one  of th e  Para Gliders 

W h en ask ed to be  careful, th e  pilot w anted to get 
argum entative. W h en one  of w h at I call th e  field 
m arsh als, w h ich  can be  any of th e  Senor Pilots or 
q ualified pilots, ask s you to do som eth ing, it is for 
every one’s safety and to insure  th at w e  w ill be  able 
to continue  to fly at Torrey. We are  all field 
m arsh als and it is up to all of us to police  th e  slope  
and m ak e  sure  everyone  is flying in a safe  m anner. 
Please  do not argue  w ith  som eone  ask ing you to fly 
safe  or you w ill be  ask ed to leave. We are  not th ere  
to figh t w ith  anyone, just to m ak e  sure  everyone  
h as a great tim e  and flies safely.  Traffic w ill 
continue  to get busy as w e  m ove into Spring and 
Sum m er so fly aw are  and h ave th at spotter w ith  

Parviz K am iab
858-824-6351

D avid K lein
858-336-7827

Alan "Moose" Butler
619 -200-6034

Club Me ntors2007 TPG Board
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you. Fly safely!  I h ope  to see  all of you out at 
Torrey Pines very soon.A Big Surpris e
Bill Eck le s , New sletter Editor

A look  at th e  w eath er site  indicated th e  w ind 
w as peak ing about 18, com ing in pretty straigh t 
from  th e  w est.  Mid-w ee k  crow ds w ould be  
ligh t and m aybe, just m aybe, th e  paragliders 
w ould be  few  and cooperative.  It w as a good 
tim e  to h ead to th e  bluff.
Th e  first clue th at som eth ing w as up w as th e  
sign preventing park ing at th e  north  end of th e  
m ound, but w h at w as th at b ig, yellow  m ach ine  

w ith  th e  orange  and w h ite  ch eck ered flag 
displayed doing h ere?
As I drove around to find park ing, a b ig full 
size  glider m ajestically rose  in th e  east as if it 
w ere  on a h uge  h igh - start!  Th e  parach ute  
slow ed th e  fall of th e  cable after th e  h arness 
detach ed from  th e  silver craft and th e  w inch  
operator retrieved it to a com fortable distance  
from  h is  yellow  trailer.  Th e  full size  glider 
proudly soared across th e  bluff edge  and 
bank ed a righ t up th e  coast north  as it caugh t 
th e  slope  lift.  After a couple passe s, raucous 
h orns alerted us th at th e  b ig b ird w as returning 
to its nest.  A speedy descent from  about 1000’ 
w ith  th e  on- sh ore  breeze  preceded a sm ooth , if 
brisk , landing in th e  sm ooth ed runw ay th at 
ended at a steep berm  at th e  east edge  of th e  
park ing area.
Such  w as th e  experience  in late  March  w h en 
full size  slope  soaring returned to th e  Torrey 
Pines Glider Port.  Th e  spring w esterly w inds 
are  supporting not only r/c slope  soaring, h ang 

gliders and paragliders, but also th is activity for 
w h ich  th e  Glider Port w as de signed m any years 
ago.  It is w elcom e and exciting to h ave th e se  
craft and pilots sh aring th e  precious space  
above th e  bluffs at Torrey Pines.  Welcom e 
back !

IH LGF 2007 Invitation
R on Sch arck , IH LGF 2007 Com m ittee  
Ch airm an 

Th e  Torrey Pines Gulls, and our co- h ost 
AIR TR O NICS,  invite  you to participate  in th e  
14th  annual International H and Launch  Glider 
Festival (IH LGF) on June  2-3, at th e  TPG 

Pow ay Fligh t Center, located 
in Pow ay (San D iego), 
California.
Th e  international reputation 
th at th e  IH LGF h as 
developed over th e  years is  
due  in great part to a 
com bination of th e  
com petition form at th at th e  
IH LGF h as created and th e  
w ealth  of ch am pionsh ip 
caliber pilots from  all over th e  
w orld th at gath er each  year in 
Pow ay to battle for th e  
unofficial World 
Ch am pionsh ip of H LG. You 
don't h ave to be  a w orld 
caliber pilot to h ave a great 

tim e  at th e  IH LGF. Th e  sh e er joy of tw o days 
(actually th ree  or four for m ost pilots) of flying 
H LG's w ith  a great group of pilots, com bined 
w ith  th e  "social" aspect of th e  IH LGF is w h at 
m ak e s th is "event" so popular.
As for th e  international aspect of th e  IH LGF, 
as of th is date, w e  h ave com m itm ents from  
pilots from  New  Z ealand, Canada, and Japan. 
Th ey m ay not be  international, but for th e  first 
tim e  w e  h ave a group of pilots com ing from  
H aw aii. We  love our international pilots! Not 
only are  th ey great pilots but th ey are  alw ays 
great am bassadors for th e ir countrie s.
Th e  continuing goal of th e  IH LGF Com m ittee  
is  to furth er enh ance  th e  w orld-class reputation 
of th e  IH LGF. We believe th at w e  h ave com e  
up w ith  a set of task s and rules th at w ill m ak e  
th e  IH LGF 2007 a fun and ch allenging event. 
Th e  IH LGF 2007 task s and rules m ay be  found 
on our w ebsite  w w w.torreypinesgulls.org. 
Please  review  th em , practice  th em  and feel free  

Left: Th e  full scale 
Blanik  at re st after 
a cruise  up th e  
bluff
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to use  th em  in contests you m ay be  
sponsoring. 
Th ere  w ill be  four classe s of pilots th is year: 
O pen, Junior (15 and under), Senior (16-19 ) 
and Eagle (55 and better). Each  class w ill h ave 
th e ir ow n set of aw ards.  O pen class w ill h ave 
aw ards th rough  10th  place and th e  Junior, 
Senior and Eagle classe s w ill h ave plaq ues 
th rough  3rd place. O nly O pen Class pilots w ill 
be  eligible for th e  Ch am pionsh ip Fly-O ff. All 
pilots w ill h ave th e  opportunity to com pete  
against each  oth er during th e  ten rounds of 
open com petition. As such , each  pilot m ust 
launch  h is/h er ow n plane.  If you q ualify (age) 
and w ish  to fly in a class oth er th an O pen, you 
m ust register as such  on th e  entry form . 
O nce  again w e  w ill h ave a "th row -out" round. 
 Your best nine  out of ten rounds w ill be  used 
to calculate your score.  Th e  top ten O pen 
Class pilots w ill be  in th e  Ch am pionsh ip Fly-
O ff and w ill carry th e ir adjusted scores into 
th e  Fly-O ff. 
Th e  IH LGF h as been a leader in H LG events 
for m any years. D uring th ose  years w e  h ave 
been th e  innovation be h ind a num ber of new  
concepts, beginning w ith  a tw o day H LG 
contest. Th is year w ill be  no different! O n 
Friday afternoon, w e  w ill launch  w h at w ill be  
th e  first INTER NATIO NAL H AND  
LAUNCH  ALTITUD E CH ALLENGE 
(IH LAC). As th e  nam e  im plies, th e  event w ill 
test th e  launch ing sk ills of th e  pilots w h o 
enter th e  event. Sim ply put, it is a ch allenge  to 
see  w h o can launch  th e  h igh e st! Everyone  is 
w elcom e to enter and th ere  w ill be  classe s and 
prizes for each  class. W h eth er you enter or 
not, th is is  your opportunity to study th e  pros 
and th e ir launch ing tech niq ues and w h o 
w ouldn’t w ant to im prove th e ir launch  h e igh ts. 
For com plete  details, I refer you to th e  
IH LAC section of th e  IH LGF 2007 w ebsite. 
O ne  of th e  th ings th at m ak e  th e  IH LGF so 
special is th e  social aspect.  We  begin Friday 
evening w ith  a "Post Practice  Social" w h ich  
w ill be  h eld at th e  H am burger Factory. 
 Saturday evening w e  h ave an old fash ioned 
"all you can eat" Pizza Party planned at R ound 
Table Pizza in Pow ay. 
Th e  field w ill be  available beginning Th ursday, 
May 30, for practice.  Toilet facilitie s w ill be  
available beginning Th ursday.  RV park ing is 
allow ed at field; h ow ever, th ere  are  no h ook  
ups. 
We look  forw ard to you joining us for anoth er 

great w ee k end of IH LGF com petition and 
cam araderie. If you h ave any q uestions, please  give  
m e  a call at: 619 - 9 13-49 49  or em ail m e  at 
sch arck @ k w.com  

W e lcom e : 14th  Annual 
IH LG Fe stival
Don Rich m ond, Conte st Director

O n be h alf of th e  Torrey Pines Gulls, I w ould 
personally lik e  to w elcom e everyone  interested in 
H and Launch ed Gliders to th e  2007 International 
H and Launch  Glider Festival.  Th is w ill be  our 
fourteenth  year of h osting th is h igh ly successful 
contest w ith  th e  h elp of our m ost generous 
sponsors. 
 W h ile th is event brings th e  top h and launch ed 
glider pilots in th e  w orld to com pete, you do not 
need to be  an expert to join th e  fun and enjoy th is 
trem endous event.  Th ere  h ave been m any pilots 
over th e  years th at h ave called and said th ey w ere  
not good enough  to enter but w ould lik e  to attend. 
We alw ays ask  th em  th e  follow ing q uestion: Can 
you launch , fly and land your H LG safely? If th e  
answ er is Yes, th en w e  do everyth ing w e  can to 
persuade  th at pilot to attend… not because  w e  need 
m ore  pilots, but because  of w h at w e  k now  th e  
experience  of th at w ee k end w ill do for h is  
confidence. H e  w ill never again w onder if h e  is  
good enough  to enter any H LG/D LG contest and 
h e  w ill h ave h ad one  of th e  m ost positive  contest 
experiences ever. We even guarantee  it. So I can say 
w ith  som e  auth ority th at th e  IH LGF is not about 
w inning or losing, but about th e  fun, cam araderie, 
and pure  enjoym ent of flying.
W h eth er you are  planning on be ing a participant, a 
volunteer or a spectator, attending th is great event 
is a m ust do. See  you in Pow ay, California th e  first 
w ee k end in June.

Me m be rs h ip R e ne w als
Editor

Guys!  It's Tim e!  Past tim e!
April is upon us and Spring is toasting th e  
countryside.  Th erm als and ocean breezes abound 
and it is definitely tim e  to fly freely.  But, som e  30 
of us h aven't renew ed m em bersh ip for 2007 and 
th e  support is m issed.  We're  confident you're  busy 
and h ave just "put it off", so please  send th e  
renew als in as soon as you can.



Th e  club needs your support, activitie s and 
financial. as w ell.  We  are  blessed w ith  a 
trem endous m em bersh ip, sk illed fliers and active 
participants.  Please  k e ep both  side s of th e  leger 
w ell supported.

Fun-Flys
Drew  Arnett

'Tw ould be  good to get togeth er to enjoy flying 
and h ave club folk s around.  Let's plan to h ave 
w ee k ly fun-flys th is sum m er w h ere  th ere  is  only 
th e  stress of enjoying each  oth er and th is 
beautiful area w e  live in.  Lets let Nature  provide  
th e  foundation for our fun and w e  can add a 
grille and som e  suds.  After w ork  on Th ursdays 
m ak e s sense.  We'll still h ave som e  tim e  to fly 
because  os dayligh t saving's tim e.   Lte's try th e  
follow ing sch edule:
D ate Location Sunset
Apr. 26 Gliderport 18:26
May 03 Gliderport 18:32
May 10 Gliderport 18:37
May 17 Pow ay 18:42
May 24 Gliderport 18:47
May 31 Gliderport 18:51
June 07 Gliderport 18:55
June 14 Pow ay 18:58
June 21 Gliderport 19 :00
June 28 Gliderport 19 :01
July 05 Gliderport 19 :00
July 12 Pow ay 18:59
July 19 Gliderport 18:56
July 26 Gliderport 18:52
Aug 02 Gliderport 18:46
Aug 09 Pow ay 18:40
Aug 16 Gliderport 18:33
Aug 23 Gliderport 18:25
We'll w ork  out details on w h o provides w h at, but 
let's just allow  som e  tim e  for pure, sim ple 
sch m oozing enjoym ent!  No stress is  th e  
guideline.  See  you th ere!
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