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IH LGF 2007 

Re port

Ron Sch arck , IH LGF Com m itte e  Ch airm an

Th e  fourteenth  IH LGF is now  anoth er page  in 

th e  in th e  H LG h istory book . Congratulations 

to Ph il Barnes, a great pilot and gentlem an, 

w h o bested a field of 70 pilots to w in th e  

IH LGF 2007 

Ch am pionsh ip. 

Th e  oth er top 

ten finish ers in 

order of finish  

w ere : Joe  

W urts; Paul 

Anderson; O leg 

Golovidov; 

Adam  Weston; 

Mich ael Stern 

(England); 

Mark  D rela; 

Mich ael Sm ith ; 

Th om as 

K ie sling and 

Arth ur 

Mark iew icz. As 

usual, th e se  

guys are  

am azing studie s 

in piloting sk ills 

and intestinal 

fortitude. Som e  

of th e  ch ances th ey tak e  border on insanity 

and th e  saves th ey m ak e  appear m iraculous to 

th ose  of us w h o are  m ere  m ortals.  

Ph il w as never far from  th e  top spot but w ith  a 

great exh ib ition of launch ing, flying and 

nerves of steel, Ph il did w h at a num ber of th e  

oth er top ten pilots w ere  not able to do and 

th at w as score  w ell in all th ree  fly-off rounds. 

Th e  second round of th e  fly-offs (Th ree  3’s in 

a 10 m inute  w indow ) w as th e  round th at 

sh uffled th e  top ten lik e  a Las Vegas dealer.  It 

w as am azing to w atch  th e  flying sk ills of th ose  

pilots w h o did not do w ell in th at round.  After 

everyone  h ad launch ed th ere  w ere  tw o distinct 

groups; one  w ent to th e  left of field and th e  

oth ers w ent scream ing dow nw ind above th e  

riverbed on th e  righ t side  of th e  field.  Ph il w as 

one  of th e  latter. Th ose  th at ch ose  th e  righ t 

side  finally caugh t th at elusive, fast m oving 

th erm al th at h ad passed th e  field w ay before  

th e  h orn w ent off.  Th ose  th at w ent to th e  left 

ch ancing th e  developm ent of a new  th erm al 

w ere  soon using every piloting sk ill th ey ever 

learned or naturally acq uired by b irth  to stay 

alive as long as possible in air th at w as th erm al 

free.  Th e  be st th at can be  said about th e  air at 

th at tim e  w as th at it w as turbulent.  I w atch ed 
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Next General Meeting

Tuesday June 12, 7:00pm

San D iego Aerospace  Museum , 

Balboa Park



Inte rnational H and Launch  Glide r

Fe s tival 2007 Spons ors

H os t Spons or

Gold Spons ors

Dis count H obby W are h ous e

Dym od H obbie s

H ite c/RCD

H obby Club

H orizon H obbie s  - JR Radios

Ke nne dy Com pos ite s

Pacific Glide r W ork s

Maple  Le af De s ign

W ith out th e  s upport of th e s e  fine  com panie s , th e

s ucce s s  of th e  IH LGF w ould not be  pos s ible .

W h e n you are  th ink ing of buying a h obby-

re late d ite m , ple as e  cons ide r th e s e  outs tanding com panie s  firs t.
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Joe W urts literally 

“surf” h is  plane, 

approxim ately 50 feet 

dow nw ind from  w h ere  

h e  stood, w ith  no m ore  

altitude  th an 6 to 10 

feet m oving laterally 

across th e  field m ak ing 

a turn into th e  w ind, 

gaining altitude  in th e  

turn, th en trading th e  

altitude  for speed, th en 

turning back  into th e  

w ind repeating th e  

process for over a 

m inute.

Th e  th ree  day event, 

including th e  IH LAC 

(International H and 

Launch  Altitude  

Ch allenge) w ent pretty 

sm ooth ly w ith  all 

sch eduled rounds and 

task s be ing flow n as 

prescribed.  It w as a 

typical Pow ay w eath er w ee k end w ith  Saturday 

h aving a b it of overcast until around th ree  

w ith  th e  onsh ore  breezes k ick ing up in th e  

afternoon.  Sunday w as just about as perfect as 

it can get h ere  in June  w ith  a sligh t overcast 

early in th e  m orning and q uick ly clearing to a 

beautiful clear sk y w ith  tem peratures in th e  low  

70s.  

Both  days provided plenty of lift opportunitie s 

m ixed in w ith  just th e  righ t am ount of 

ch allenging conditions to m ak e  th e  contest 

very interesting from  th e  beginning to a very 

eventful ending.  As w ith  m ost contests, th e  

cream  usually rise s to th e  top and th e  IH LGF 

2007 w as no different: w e  just h ave a th ick er 

layer of cream  h ere  at th e  IH LGF th an 10 

Calendar dates subject to ch ange.  Please  review  th e  calendar each  m onth  and w atch  th e  TPGulls@ yah oogroups.com  list for updates.
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deep.  So, w h en you ch eck  out th e  scores you 

m igh t see  som e  people w h o norm ally are  in 

th e  top ten vacant from  th at elite  group.

O n be h alf of th e  IH LGF Com m ittee  and th e  

Torrey Pines Gulls, I w ant to th ank  our 

w onderful sponsors; Airtronics, D iscount 

H obby W are h ouse, D ym ond H obbie s, 

H itec/R CD ; H obby Club, H orizon 

H obbie s/JR  R adios, K ennedy Com posites 

(Blaster 2 D LG), Pacific Glider Work s (Arrow  

Pro D LG) and Maple Leaf D esign (Encore  

D LG). Th ese  vendors’ generous donations to 

th e  Torrey Pines Gulls are  w h at m ak e  th is 

event financially possible.  Th ese  are  all great 

people to do business w ith  so w h en you need 

h obby supplies, be  it a radio, a D LG or any of 

Month

H LG

R ES/TD

Slope R acing

socalsloperacing.com

(SC)2 TD O th er

Jun

2-3 10

socalsloperacing.com 2-3 IH LGF

Jul

14 8

socalsloperacing.com

Aug

18 12

socalsloperacing.com

Sep 15 9

socalsloperacing.com

O ct 20 14

socalsloperacing.com 6-7 Visalia TD

Nov 17 11

socalsloperacing.com

D ec 1 9

socalsloperacing.com

Meeting

12

(no m eeting)

(no m eeting)

11

9

13

11

Above: Th e  aw ards aw ait 

th e ir w inning pilots on 

Sunday afternoon at th e  

2007 Internation H and 

Launch  Glider Festival 

on June 3rd.
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Th e  Torrey Pines Gulls

R adio Control Soaring Society

A non-profit society w h ose  prim ary purpose  is to 

support and encourage  th e  activitie s of its m em bers 

engaged in radio controlled sailplane flying

President Cliff H unter

760-744-639 6

cfh unter@ h ugh e s.net

Vice  President

Past President Garth  W arner

760-746-49 49

gw arner@ sandiegozoo.org

Secretary

Adam  Sm ith

858-278-8088

w h olem an55@ aol.com

Treasurer K e ith  Fink enbiner

760-216-6349

k e ith one@ cox.net

Mem bersh ip Parviz K am iab

858-824-6351

pk am iab@ h otm ail.com

New sletter Editor Bill Eck les

858-703-4521

tunabik er1@ earth link .net

W inch m aster Eric H offm an

619 -750- 9 151

m 33@ cox.net

H LG Coordinator D rew  Arnett

858-722-3651

drew @ cal.net

Th erm al Coordinator Parviz K am iab

858-824-6351

pk am iab@ h otm ail.com

SC2 R eprepsentative

K eith  Fink enbiner

760-216-6349

k e ith one@ cox.net

Training Coordinator

Slope Coordinator Mik e  Lance

m ik e.lance@ cobrausa.com

Webm aster Steve H urd

760- 9 43-8304

steve@ torreypinesgulls.org

R affle Ch airm an Joh n Bruner

Alan "Moose" Butler

858-178-3378

619 -200-6034

jjbruner@ san.rr.com

m oose_ daddy@ h ostm ail.com

IH LGF R egistrar

R on Sch arck

619 - 9 13-49 49

sch arck @ k w.com

TP Soaring Council R ep (TPG)

TP Soaring Council R eg (AMA)

H istorian Gary Fogel

gfogel@ natural-selection.com

th e  m ultitude  of products th at 

th e se  vendors represent, please  

support th em .

Th ere  are  tw o factors th at are  

absolute req uirem ents for a 

successful contest: A great staff 

of people to do all th e  w ork  

necessary to plan and run th e  

event and a great group of 

pilots th at attends th e  event.  If 

e ith er one  of th ose  are  less th an 

outstanding, th e  contest w ill 

never be  truly successful.  We, 

th e  Torrey Pines Gulls, are  blessed w ith  a great 

group of volunteers w h o com m it a great deal 

of tim e, talent and effort to m ak e  th e  IH LGF 

w h at it is.  Th e  IH LGF 2007 com m ittee  

m em bers included: D on R ich m ond, CD  and 

Scoring; D rew  Arnett, Ed Parish  and Cliff 

H unter, Assistant CD s; Parviz K am iab, 

R egistration and Facilitie s; Mik e  Se id, IH LAC 

and Prom otion; Brad W illough by and Joh n 

McNeil, Aw ards and Sh irts; K e ith  Fink enbiner 

and Ed Parrish , Com puterized Tim ing and PA 

System ; Mik e  Sm ith  and D ave Leedom , Field 

Preparation; Craig Allen, International Pilots 

Liaison; and last, but one  of th e  m ost 

im portant to th e  pilots w h o fly each  round, 

Eric H offm an, Transm itter Im pound and 

contest set-up.  It w as m y pleasure  to w ork  

w ith  th is group of outstanding and dedicated 

people to bring you – th e  pilots w h o 

participated in th e  IH LAC and th e  IH LGF 

2007 – th e  contest you h ave com e  to expect. 

 We  h ope  w e  exceeded your expectations.

And finally to th e  ingredient th at truly m ak e s 

th e  IH LGF th e  outstanding contest th at it is: 

Th e  Pilots!  Th ere  is  no q uestion about it, you 

are  th e  sh ow.  W h en you go dow n th e  list of 

Parviz K am iab

858-824-6351

Pow ay Field

D avid K lein

858-336-7827

Torrey Slope

Alan "Moose" Butler

619 -200-6034

Torrey Slope

Club Me ntors

2007 TPG Board



pilots th at enter th e  IH LGF, it is lik e  reading 

th e  W h o’s W h o of USA H LG Pilots, or for 

th at m atter, F3B Pilots since  tw o of th e  USA’s 

2007 F3B team  m em bers w ere  in th e  top ten. 

 It w as great to h ave th e  UK ’s Mich ael Stern 

place in th e  top ten (6th ) and w ith  th e  

exception of one  very ch allenging round, 

K evin Both erw ay (13th ) of New  Z ealand 

w ould h ave crack ed th e  top ten.  K evin’s 

country m ate, Joh n Sh aw, w on th e  Eagle class. 

 Th ese  guys are  serious about th is H LG 

com petition. A couple of very positive  

indicators presented th em selves.  At th e  

beginning of th e  contest, during th e  pilots 

m eeting, th e  q uestion w as ask ed, “H ow  m any 

of you h ave never entered th e  IH LGF 

before?”  A surprising num ber of h ands w ent 

up; m any indicating th at th is w as th e ir first 

contest.  Th is w as th e  first trip for th e  entire  

group from  H aw aii, m ost of w h o said th ey 

w ould be  back  next year. Th e  K iw is plan on a 

team  of six next year.  We  love th e  K iw is.  You 

w ould th ink  th ey lived in California as 

freq uently as th ey m ak e  it to th e  IH LGF.  

Yes, it is you th e  pilots th at m ak e  th e  IH LGF 

th e  great event th at it is and w e  th ank  you very 

m uch  for your continued support.  And w e  still 

h ave th e  largest H LG event in th e  w orld w h ere  

all th e  sch eduled rounds are  flow n on tim e!  In 

case  you w ant to m ak e  plans to attend th e  

IH LGF 2008, th e  first IH LGF to use  F3K  

Task s and R ules, set aside  th e  dates June  7-8, 

2008. We look  forw ard to see ing you th en.

Vie w  From  

th e  Top

Cliff H unte r, Pre s ide nt

Th e  club officers m et w ith  a great turn out in 

May. Th e  next club officer’ m eeting is open to 

all m em bers as alw ays and w ill be  at R anch o 

Santa Fe Fire  D istrict Station # 1 and is 

sch eduled for June 6, 2007, off I5 and Lom a 

Santa Fe to El Fuego.  Steve Neu w ill be  our 

speak er for th e  June  6, 2007 m eeting. Th is 

m eeting is about electric m otors and batterie s 

and m ore. So if you fly electric and h ave 

q uestions regarding th e  new  and ever ch anging 

field of electric m agic, you don’t w ant to m iss 

th is m eeting.

Below  is th e  next 3 m onth ’s sch edule: 

Im portant D ates m ark  your calendar!

June 2 &  3rd, 2007: IH LGF Pow ay

June 6, 2007: Board Meeting

June 7, 2007: Fun Fly Glider port Torrey Pines

June 10, 2007: Club Th erm al Contest Pow ay 

Field D on R ich m ond is th e  CD  

June 12, 2007: TPG Club m eeting Steve Neu 

Guest Speak er

June 14, 2007: Fun Fly Pow ay 

Field

June 17, 2007: Fath ers D ay

June 21, 2007: Fun Fly Glider port Torrey 

Pines

June 24, 2007: SC2 Contest at ED SF

June 28, 2007: Fun Fly Glider port Torrey 

Pines

July 2007: NO  CLUB MEETING -  SUMMER  

VACATIO N

July 5, 2007: Fun Fly Glider port Torrey Pines

July 12, 2007: Fun Fly Pow ay Field

July 19 , 2007: Fun Fly Glider port Torrey Pines

July 26, 2007: Fun Fly Glider port Torrey Pines

August 2007: NO  CLUB MEETING – 

SUMMER  VACATIO N

August 2, 2007: Fun Fly Glider port Torrey 

Pines

August 9 , 2007: Fun Fly Pow ay Field

August 16, 2007: Fun Fly Glider port Torrey 

Pines

August 23, 2007: Fun Fly Glider port Torrey 

Pines (Final Fun Fly)

Septem ber 11, 2007 CLUB MEETINGS 

R ETUR N FR O M VACATIO N.

Th ank  You!  See  you th ere!
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Clas s ifie ds :
Airtronics  “Stylus ” Radio. 
 Include s  Ope rating Manual, 
Glide r Card &  50 Mode ls  
Me m ory card, Ch anne l 16, &  27 
m odule s , Spare  Batte ry. 
 Exce lle nt Condition, $350.00

LS7 Sailplane  NIB, $250.00

Contact Cliff H unte r 858-775-
459 3, cfh unte r@ h ugh e s .ne t






