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Cilff's  Note s
From  th e  Top
Cliff H unter, Pre s ident

Th e  next TPG Club m eeting w ill be  on O ctober 
9 , 2007 at th e  Aerospace  Museum  from  7:00pm  
till 9 :00pm . We'll h ave TPG T-sh irts for sale, so 
get th em  w h ile th ey're  h ot!
It’s th at tim e  for elections. At our Novem ber 
m eeting w e  w ill h old elections for th e  2008 Club 
O fficers. Th e  TPG Board of D irectors h as not 
nom inated positions as of yet, so if you are  
interested in be ing a club officer please  contact 
any current Board m em ber so you can be  
nom inated. Several Board m em bers term s are  up 
(Maxim um  tw o years) in any position.) Th e  
follow ing are  th e  positions available and w h o is in 
th e  current position. Please  step up and h elp 
m aintain a great soaring club by volunteering to 
becom e  club officer.

Position Current O fficers  
President: Cliff H unter
Vice -President: D oug R ubin
Treasurer: K e ith  Fink enbiner
Secretary: Adam  Sm ith
Mem bersh ip: Parviz K am iab
Slope Coordinator: Mik e  Lance
Th erm al Coordinator: Parviz K am iab
W inch  Master: Eric H offm an
New sletter Editor: Bill Eck les
Web Master: Steve H urd
R affle Coordinator: Joh n Bruner/Alan 
“Moose” Butler
IH LGF R egistrar/Coord R on Sch arck  
TP Soaring Council R ep (Mik e  Lance/D avid K lien
TP Soaring Council R ep (AMA): is open
H istorian: Gary Fogel

No Board m eeting yet:  Th ere  w ill not be  a club 
officers’ m eeting on O ctober 3 because  of th e  Visalia 
Fall Fest w h ich  is  O ctober 6 &  7.  I w ill be  on 
vacation and flying in Visalia.  We'll try to sch edule it 
just after th e  club m eeting.
Th ere  w ill not be  a th erm al contest O ctober 14, 2007, 
Sunday because  th is m onth  w e  are  h osting th e  SC2 
contest on O ctober 28.  Th is contest w ill include  th e  
m onth ly contest so m ark  your calendars.  Th e  contest 
w ill start signing up flyers at 0830. Th is w ill be  a very 
interesting and fun contest. We need club m em bers to 
h elp w ith  th is contest, so please  volunteer by calling 
K e ith  at 1-760-216-6349  if you can h elp!  We  sh ould 
h ave around 60 pilots in th e  contest.
Th e  next TPG H LG contest w ill be  on Saturday, O ct 
20. R egistration is on field. You m ust be  signed in 
before  th e  pilots m eeting w h ich  w ill be  at 9 :45am  
sh arp.  Th e  first h eat starts at 10am .
Continuing on w ith  th e  F3K  task s th at D rew  and 
Mich ael got started th is sum m er, th e  O ctober contest 
w ill consist of th e  follow ing 6task s:
1: Task  A -  m ultiples of 30 seconds
2: Task  H  -  15 second ladder, 2 m in m ax
3: Task  C -  last tw o fligh ts, 3 m in m ax
4: Task  J -  3 longest out of 6 fligh ts, 3 m in m ax
5: Task  P -  1, 2, 3, 4 m in fligh t, any order
6: Task  B -  last fligh t, 5 m in m ax

PO  Box 370356
San D iego, CA 9 2137
w w w.torreypinesgulls.org

M eeting Season

Righ t:
Not all th e  club 
planes are  
fast...som e  are  just 
pretty.
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Month H LG R ES/TD R ES/TD
Contest D irector

(SC)2 TD O th er Meeting

R ules w ill be  F3K  provisional as publish ed 
starting on page  12 of th eMarch  2007 issue  of 
R CSD.  Please  read th rough  th e  entire  F3K  rules, 
not just th e  task s listed above.
See  you at th e  field!
Cliff

H ow  to R e cove r from  
th at Mis h ap
Program  for O ctobe r
Doug Rubin, Vice Pre s ident

Mik e  Morgan is going to be  our guest speak er 
th is m onth ! Mik e  is  going to sh ow  you h ow  to 
repair your planes! Mik e  started m odeling at th e  
age  of 4, h e  lived for every m om ent w ork ing in 
th e  garage. Learning th e  secrets of m odel 
building from  h is  fath er, a m aster builder, h as 
carried h im  th rough  a life  long h obby.
Today, h e  builds both  sport and scale m odels for 
custom ers Using m odern tools such  as a 
com puter link ed to a CNC router, h e 's able to 
build very accurate  and detailed m odels. A large  
vinyl cutter is used to cut stencils for painted 
m ark ings, w ith  a com puter graph ic back ground, 
h is  projects h ave a professional finish ed look . 
Today Mik e  ow ns and operates DW Foam ies, a 
business th at m anufactures D epron foam  
airplanes. 
H is CNC router runs 24 h ours a day cutting 
foam ie  k its. For m ore  inform ation on th e  
products h e  h as to offer, ch eck  out 
w w w.DW Foam ies.com

Ne w s  from  th e  Cliff
M ik e  Lance, Slope Coordinator

Th e  days h ave been crisp and clear w ith  nice  on-
sh ore  flow  and w inds h ave been 12 to 15 m ph  
from  th e  w est for th e  last m onth . We are  m oving 
in to th at tim e  of th e  year th at th e  w inds w ill be  
spotty so it is tim e  to go aero tow ing. If you are  
interested give  m e  call and I w ill tell you w h ere  
w e  w ill be  tow ing and h ow  to get th ere. If you 
h ave never done  any tow ing com e  give  it a try 

and you w ill h ave a great tim e. 

Th is w ill be  a busy m onth  w ith  tw o events 
h appening at Visalia. Th e  Aero Tow  event is on 
th e  19 th , 20th  and 21st. Visalia is w ell k now n 
for great th erm al activity, so com e  up and do 
som e  tow ing. You w ill h ave a great tim e. 

Th ere  h ave been m any ch anges at Torrey Pines 
Glider Port. D ave Jebb h ad to stop w atering th e  
grass at th e  cliff and tak e  out all th e  w ater lines. 
Th e  H ealth  D epartm ent m ade  h im  tak e  out th e  
grill so th ere  are  just deli sandw ich e s and cold 
drink s. 

Th e  next ph ase  of h earings w ith  th e  City of San 
D iego w ill be  about a building th at w as added 
onto w ith out perm its. We w ill k eep you all up to 
date  as w e  h ear w h at h appens. You sh ould read 
an articleIn th e  San D iego Union Tribune  from  
Monday th e  1st of  O ctober titled: "Glider 
pilots fear UCSD  dorm itory w ill interfere  w ith  
fam ous fligh t park ." Th is h as been one  of th e  
m ain subjects at th e  Soaring Council m eetings 
and w e  need everyone's h elp. Please  tak e  th e  
tim e  to read th e  article and com e  to th e  Council 
m eeting if you can.

Th at is all  for now. R em em ber th at if  you 
com e  flying at Torrey Pines be  sure  to h ave a 
spotter on th e  w ee k ends and follow  all th e  
flying rules.

Th e  R e al Th ing
Alan "M oos e" Butler

Th ursday, Septem ber 20, 2007
Well, h ere  I w as.  O n m y w ay to fulfilling a 
dream  I h ad h ad since  th e  age  of 13 or so. 
 Forty years later I’m  h eading for W arner 
Springs and Sk y Sailing to tak e  a ride  in a real 
full- scale sailplane.  W O W !! Som e  b irth day 
present!
We roll into th e  park ing lot just after 1PM and 
th e  cloudy sk ie s are  starting to clear.  My pilot, 
Polly, says th at w e  can go up after all.  Th e  

O ct 20 28 K . Fink enbiner 28 TPG (Pow ay) 6-7 Visalia TD
Nov 17 11 Parviz Kam iab 18 (M ak e -up Date)
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req uired paperw ork  is  done, th e  
standard w arnings are  issued and 
ack now ledged and w e  h ead out to 
th e  plane itself.
Th e  red and yellow  Sch w e itzer 2-
32 look s m uch  b igger th an I h ad 
th ough t it w ould, but I am  used to 
look ing at ¼ scale m odels.  It is a 
VERY tigh t sq ueeze  for m e, even 
w ith  th e  seat pads rem oved 
entirely. My feet are  tigh tly 
pressed against th e  rudder pedals, 
m y righ t k nee  is  jam m ed against 
th e  elevator trim  and th e  left one  
is block ing th e  travel of th e  
spoiler controls. Th e  seat belts fit 
ok .  Now, th e  control stick .  I can 
m ove th e  stick  left, righ t, forw ard, 
but not back .  No UP!  Polly 
apologizes but I’m  not going to 
be  able to fly th e  plane, I can 
concentrate  on enjoying th e  ride. 
As sh e  rem oves th e  stick , I th ink  th at m aybe  I 
sh ouldn’t h ave h ad th at b ig break fast after all.
As th e  tow  plane gets into position, w e  all pose  
for th e  w ing-m ounted cam era.  Polly gets into th e  
glider, and explains w h at sh e  w ill do as sh e  
fastens h er seat belts and runs th rough  h er m ental 
pre -fligh t ch eck  list.  Ailerons, brak e s, elevator, 
rudder, spoilers all operate  properly, as long as I 
m ove th e  body parts th at are  in th e  w ay. R yan 
h ook s up th e  tow  line, a b ig “Th um bs Up” to our 
audience  (m y w ife  and h er sister) and w e’re  off.
Th e  w ings level alm ost im m ediately after w e  
begin m oving.  I w onder w h at th e  stall speed of 
th is sailplane is.  Th e  tak eoff is not unlik e  an 
airliner, just m uch  sooner and at a low er airspeed. 
 I release  th e  death  grip I h ave on th e  bar across 
th e  front of th e  cock pit and relax.  We  h it a little 
trbulence  and I suddenly rem em ber th at I 
D O N’T LIK E roller coasters.
Th e  W arner Springs Gliderport is at about 2,9 00 
feet elevation.  As w e  ascend be h ind th e  tow  
plane, Polly decides th at w e  are  going to 8,000 
and radios th at to th e  tow  pilot.  Th ere  is  a b ig 
h ole th rough  th e  clouds and w e  h ead in th at 
direction.  I am  really enjoying th is now, nice  and 
relaxed.  Th en w e  h it our first th erm al.
It felt as if w e  h ad driven over a R EALLY big 
curb.  Th e  clim b indicator w ent to 400 feet per 
m inute  of up and Polly h ad to push  dow n on th e  
elevator to stay be h ind th e  tow  plane!  W O W ! 
 O nce  again I w ish ed I h adn’t eaten a b ig 

break fast.  I w as SO  excited!  Th is is  w h at 
h appens to m y m odels!  It w as very enligh tening. 
I th ink  to m yself th at th is sh ould m ak e  m e  a 
m uch  better R /C pilot.  Polly tells m e  th at w as “a 
little bum p”.  
So, I look  dow n and all around as w e  circle up 
th rough  th e  clouds be h ind th e  tow  plane. 
 Palom ar Mountain is off to th e  w est a b it and w e  
are  just above it w h en Polly dives th e  plane a b it 
to slack  off th e  tow line  for release.  I’m  not 
expecting th is and once  again regret break fast. 
 Th e  tow  plane bank s aw ay and w e  are  
SO AR ING!  
Everyone  I h ave ask ed about w h at it is lik e  to 
ride  in a glider h as said th e  sam e  th ing: “Noisy”. 
 It IS!  Th e  w ind is very loud.  Mak es sense  if you 
th ink  about it, but for som e  reason w e  don’t.  
We  are  about 8,000 feet above sea level. Th at’s 
h igh er th an D enver! Th e  W arner Springs 
Gliderport is a distant scratch  on th e  valley floor. 
 Lak e  H ensh aw  glistens in th e  sun th at is now  
sh ining everyw h ere.  Polly points out th e  Palom ar 
O bservatory and h eads over to get a sh ot of us 
w ith  it in th e  back ground.  I am  overw h elm ed 
w ith  joy, w onder, and aw e.  I w ill be  for w ee k s, 
I’m  sure.
Polly explains to m e  th at W arner Springs is 
uniq ue  in th at it h as all 4 types of lift available, 
w h ich  am azes m e, and th en begins to sh ow  m e  
th em .  We  slow ly descend below  th e  clouds and 
h ead underneath  th em  to catch  som e  nice  
th erm als.  As w e  fly tow ards H ot springs peak , 



w e  h it several boom ers, som e  as strong as 800 – 1000 
ft/m in of lift.  O ccasionally, w e  h it sink , too.  First one  
is scary, but fun due  to th e  confidence  I h ave in m y 
pilot.  W h en w e  reach  th e  peak , R yan joins us w ith  a 
passenger h e  h as in th e  Grob.  
Th e  Grob is a h igh er perform ance  sailplane to begin 
w ith  and h e  h as a m uch  ligh ter passenger, so th ey are  
zoom ing all around us.  I feel as if w e  are  in a W W II 
dogfigh t, (only friendly).  Polly ask s “D o you m ind if I 
m aneuver m ore  aggressively?”  
“Please  D O !” I answ er, w ondering just w h o th e  h ell 
said th at.  Sh e  begins 
doing a serie s of 
w ingovers th at is so m uch  
fun I th ink  m y face  w ould 
be  perm anently sm iling. 
 We  follow  R yan a b it, h e  
follow s us a b it.  We  fly 
togeth er as if in 
form ation, at least it 
se em s th at w ay to m e.  We  
soar up and dow n in th e  
slope  lift at th e  peak , just 
a few  h undred feet above 
th e  boulders on th e  
m ountain.  I am  h aving a 
BLAST.  
Polly points out th e  
Gliderport just a sh ort 
distance  aw ay and I realize  
th at our tim e  is over.  We  
h ead for th e  landing pattern, trim  for landing and I 
practice  k e eping m y k nee  clear of th e  spoiler controls. 
 We  sail th rough  th e  landing pattern:  approach , base, 
final, dow n.  Th e  sm ooth e st landing I’ve ever se en. 
 Th e  sh ip ease s to a stop, th e  w ingtip drops dow n, and 
w e’re  done.  Polly releases th e  canopy, gets out and 
h elps m e  out.  I’m  still a little rubber-legged, but very, 
VERY h appy.  I h ave th e  w ing cam era pictures but m y 
m em orie s of th is w ill live in m y m ind for th e  re st of 
m y life  and I am  extrem ely grateful for th e  ch ance  to 
experience  such  th ings.  Th ank s to m y w onderful w ife, 
Cath y for such  a m oving experience  and th ough tful 
gift, and to God for m ak ing everyth ing else  possible.

H LG CD pack
Drew  Arnett

I've  put togeth er a lot of inform ation to h elp contest 
directors to set up a H LG contest and Steve h as put it 
on th e  w ebsite.  If you h ave th e  need, please  feel free  
to use  it. We've tried to m ak e  it pretty com pre h ensive.
Meanw h ile, be  sure  to give  th e  contest in O ctober a try 

Above:
Moose  over W arner Springs.  Th at broad 
grin says it all about h ow  m uch  h e  lik e s 
th at "full size" soaring.  Beats Q uarter-
scale, righ t?!

if you h ave any H LG interest.  It w ill be  on th e  
20th  and sign up is at th e  field before  9 :45.  It w ill 
be  lots of fun and good com petition.
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Th e  Torrey Pines Gulls
R adio Control Soaring Society

A non-profit society w h ose  prim ary purpose  is  to 
support and encourage  th e  activitie s of its m em bers 
engaged in radio controlled sailplane flying

President Cliff H unter 760-744-639 6 cfh unter@ h ugh e s.net
Vice  President Doug Rubin 619 -9 25-5357 dougrubin@ san.rr.com
Past President Garth  W arner 760-746-49 49 gw arner@ sandiegozoo.org
Secretary Adam  Sm ith 858-278-8088 w h olem an55@ aol.com
Treasurer K e ith  Fink enbiner 760-216-6349 k e ith one@ cox.net
Mem bersh ip Parviz K am iab 858-824-6351 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com
New sletter Editor Bill Eck les 858-703-4521 tunabik er1@ h otm ail.com
W inch m aster Eric H offm an 619 -750- 9 151 m 33@ cox.net
H LG Coordinator D rew  Arnett 858-722-3651 arnett.drew @ gm ail.com
Th erm al Coordinator Parviz K am iab 858-824-6351 pk am iab@ h otm ail.com
SC2 R eprepsentative K eith  Fink enbiner 760-216-6349 k e ith one@ cox.net
Training Coordinator
Slope Coordinator Mik e  Lance m ik e.lance@ cobrausa.com
Webm aster Steve H urd 760- 9 43-8304 steve@ torreypinesgulls.org
R affle Ch airm an Joh n Bruner

Alan "Moose" Butler
858-278-3378
619 -200-6034

jjbruner@ san.rr.com
m oose_ daddy@ h ostm ail.com

IH LGF R egistrar R on Sch arck 619 - 9 13-49 49 sch arck @ k w.com
TP Soaring Council R ep (TPG)
TP Soaring Council R eg (AMA)
H istorian Gary Fogel gfogel@ natural-selection.com

Parviz K am iab
858-824-6351
Pow ay Field

D avid K lein
858-336-7827
Torrey Slope

Alan "Moose" Butler
619 -200-6034
Torrey Slope

Club M entors

Next General Meeting...
O ctober 9 , 2007 at 7:00 PM
San D iego Aerospace  Museum
Balboa Park

Torre y Pine s  Gulls Board of Dire ctors  -- 2007
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Noth ing new for sale th is m onth ! 
 Clean your cupboards before 
Ch ristm as.

Trading Page
Buy, Sell or Trade
(Just k eep it h onest!)

Se e
Moos e
for Sm og!

Clean out th at closet or garage!

Som eone wants th at equipm ent 
you don't use anym ore.  

Sell it h ere to folk s wh o will 
appreciate it.






